
WITH PARTNERS, PRAYER
AND EVEN A NEW MAILBOX,
GARDEN MINISTRY GROWS

Incoming Director Of  Children’s Ministries
WELCOME, AMY HARRIMAN

A happy, rejuvenating 
summer to you and yours. 
As our church community 
prepares for the rush 
of  autumn activities, so 
does the Cornerstone. Note 
the new and improved 
calendar of  opportunities 
inside. It’s meant to be an 
easier-to-navigate guide to 
get involved, whether it’s 
back-to-school projects, 
local missions or small 
groups offered through 
Faith Formation. Tell us 
what you think of  the 
calendar, and other ideas 
to connect you to the busy 
life of  this congregation. 
Reach Director of  
Communications Ken 
Garfield at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

By Ken Garfield 

Amy Harriman has dreamed of  coming 
to work at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church and one day being a part of  our 
flourishing Children’s Ministries. Her dream 
is about to come to true.

Amy joins our staff  September 18 as 
Director of  Children’s Ministries, overseeing 

our work with 
1,100 children. 
She comes to us 
from Edenton 
Street United 
Methodist Church 
in Raleigh, where 
she has served as 
Director of  Parent 
and Children’s 
Ministries for 
nearly four years. 

Amy, of  course, 
succeeds Sarah Sumner, who is retiring after 
17 wonderful years. We will gather at noon 
Sunday, September 10, in Jubilee Hall to 
honor and thank Sarah. Details to come.

It was Amy’s warmth and experience that 
won over the Search Committee, said chair 
Kelli Ferry. “The committee was really 
impressed with Amy’s enthusiasm, her 
experience in leading children’s programs 
and her commitment to building a strong 
faith foundation for children and their 
families. She has a depth of  experience and 
excitement to get to know our children.”

At Edenton Street United Methodist, Amy 
helped oversee a program that reached 700 
families. A Winston-Salem native raised in 
the Moravian church, she earned a Masters 
in Religious Education degree from Duke 
Divinity School. Before Edenton Street 
United Methodist, she directed children’s 
ministries at St. Luke United Methodist 
in Sanford and Jarvis Memorial United 
Methodist in Greenville, N.C. She has one 
daughter, Larkin, 19. At our church, she’ll 
work alongside Children’s Ministries staffers 
Heidi Giffin, Julie Wentz, Katharine Willis 
and Jenna Zello, and hundreds of  volunteers 
who help share God’s love with little ones.

Like so many in her line of  work in The 
United Methodist Church, she has long 
noted how Sarah Sumner mastered the art 
of  balancing all that Children’s Ministries 
involves: Imparting the lessons of  the Bible 
while helping kids have fun, and continuing 
what works while being open to new ways of  
reaching children.

“I’ve admired Sarah and been in touch with 
her through the years,” Amy says. “It’s been 
a dream of  mine to come to Myers Park 
United Methodist Church. There is nothing 
greater than watching a child’s face light up 
when they realize God loves them no matter 
what. Telling children about His great love 
for them is what God has gifted me for and 
called me to do.”

Continued On Inside...

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones celebrates 
our blossoming Garden Ministry. Reach her at 
mjones@mpumc.org.

If  you haven’t had the chance to visit our 
church garden beside the Parish Life Building 
parking lot, you’re missing out. The Garden 
Ministry (not just the plants!) is growing, 
and it’s a fantastic example of  collaboration 
among community partners. There is 
always a place for you. Teams of  church 
folks harvest vegetables each week, with 
produce going to the kitchens of  our new 

neighbors at Refugee Support Services. If  
you have extra fruits and veggies from your 
home garden, drop them off  in the church 
basement refrigerators. They’ll become part 
of  our Excess Produce Program, and go to 
Refugee Support Services as well. 

Amy Harriman

Our focus on racial reconciliation continues with 
Pass The Peace dinners bringing together members 
of  Myers Park and St. Mark’s United Methodist 
churches for conversation with police officers. 
This group shared a Tex-Mex meal at Chuy’s: 
Clockwise starting at the head of  the table – Ron 
Knape, Wray Farlow, Otto Harris, MacKenzie 
Steadman and officer Wayne Tucker. To attend 
a dinner, reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.
com.

As often happens given that the two 
churches are so close in proximity and 
appearance: Our friends at Myers Park 
Presbyterian sent up a drone to get 
pictures of  their church and the person 
running the drone wound up getting 
pictures of  our church instead. So enjoy 
this attractive perspective of  our beautiful 
church. And thanks to our neighbors for 
sharing it with us.

PASSING THE PEACE

OOPS. OUR CHURCH, FROM ABOVE



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
William Faust Still, father of  BJ Still and grandfather of  MC, 
Samuel and Blythe Demetriades, who died on May 20, 2017. 
Mildred Julian Eberhart, mother of  Beverly Allen, who died 
on June 19, 2017. Rev. William Eli Pearce, husband of  Marie 
Pearce, who died on July 16, 2017.

Babies
Robert Qubein Buckfelder, son of  Cristina and Cole Buckfelder 
and brother of  Charlotte Buckfelder, born on April 25, 2017. 
Graham Andrew Peisel, son of  Kelly and Brad Peisel, brother 
of  Emmett Peisel and grandson of  Patty and Chris Matthews, 
born on July 14, 2017.

Weddings
Katherine Lauren Radcliffe and William Morgan Billington, married 
on July 28, 2017, at the church.

WITH PARTNERS, PRAYER AND EVEN A NEW 
MAILBOX,GARDEN MINISTRY GROWS

SMALL GROUPS ARE TAKING 
SHAPE THIS AUTUMN

Faith Formation’s Christine Mull shares small-group opportunities 
coming this autumn.

Small Groups consist of  many different things at Myers 
Park United Methodist Church. It may be groups of  women 
who get together once a month for fellowship and service, 
new Moms who find weekly support with each other, a coed 
Bible or book study that meets weekly for a set period of  
time or an ongoing group which has been meeting for a 
specific purpose over a longer period of  time. As our church 
has continued to grow, we have come to value ways in which 
we can become smaller – in the sense that everyone can find 
a place to belong and a place to Grow Deeper in relationship 
with God and each other.

Small Groups are how we accomplish this.

Registration for Fall Small Groups opens in August. At the 
heart of  classes that begin in September are two series key to 
faith formation:

Companions in Christ will give you a guide and a community 
to help develop spiritual practices. Through daily readings and 
exercises, reflection and weekly meetings, you will be guided in 
exploring prayer, Scripture, vocation and spiritual friendship 
as avenues to deepen your faith. In the community of  a 
small group setting, you will find accountability, support and 
encouragement as you develop your own spiritual practices. 

Disciple Bible Study has reached three million people 
worldwide since the late 1980s. At our church alone, nearly 
1,000 people have taken Disciple 1. Disciple classes present 
the Bible as the primary text, call for daily preparation from 
participants, and meet for small group discussion and a video 
segment presenting scholars’ insights. This year, we include 
Disciple Fast Track levels 1 and 2. Fast Track is a condensed, 
24-week study meeting for 1 hour 15 minutes each week. 

Additionally, groups will meet to study Emotionally Healthy 
Spirituality, the Gospel of  John, and A Disciple’s Path. 
Two groups are also planned  for New Moms. For scheduling 
and more information, including requests to be registered, visit 
www.mpumc.org/small-groups. 

Continued From Front Page...

Faith Formation staffer Christine Mull shares the joy of  welcoming guests 
from the Salvation Army Center of  Hope. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/serve to learn about opportunities to serve.

Members of  my Sunday School class, Simply Women, provided 
and served dinner for overnight guests from the Salvation 

Army Center of  Hope (SACOH) on 
July 19. It was a great chance to serve 
others while  spending time together 
outside of  our 9:45 a.m. class. 

That afternoon, we met at the Youth 
Building. One of  us brought fresh 
flowers in bud vases to set on each 
table. We carried in barbecue pork and 
chicken, plus baked beans, homemade 
squash casserole and two  yummy 

desserts. We set everything up, then 
waited for our guests to arrive by van. Our church was 
assigned the same 12 women each night, so when they walked 
through the door, they had already been here twice. The 
bright, beaming looks on their faces seemed to us as those of  

women who were “coming home” at the end of  a long day. 
As they walked in, a couple of  us had the privilege of  hugging 
each one and saying, “Welcome home, honey!”

As we served dinner, the ladies patiently waited until one of  
the plate-runners whispered to those of  us in the kitchen, 
“They won’t eat without a blessing.” We had gotten so excited 
to feed their bodies, we’d forgotten to ask God’s blessing on 
our spiritual food.  One of  our guests – a woman on disability 
who is originally from Haiti – asked a beautiful blessing on our 
food, our group and our church.

Then our guests, the overnight hosts and our class members 
enjoyed a wonderful meal together. A really nice thing about 
having a small group sign up to provide and serve the meal 
was that a couple of  us could be at each table and engage in 
conversation. The ladies were friendly and happy to be with 
us, so there were few awkward silences. In fact, it looked (and 
sounded!) like a scene from one of  the many Women’s Retreats 
we’ve held. I hope the women from the Center of  Hope felt 
the same kind of  blessing when we wished them good night as 
we felt by the time the evening had ended.

A Voices Column
A MEAL SHARED AND A BLESSING

If  you don’t have a green thumb, find a moment to relax on 
one of  the new benches in the garden, and add your prayers 
to the Prayer Book located in the new mailbox. The potted 
flowers nearby are maintained by UMAR. Some prayers 
celebrate the garden or gardeners. Others remember the 
recipients of  the produce. Just as many speak of  visitors’ own 
personal petitions or gratitude. 

UMAR and Refugee Support Services are two of  our many 
agency partners who receive a portion of  your giving through 
the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund. Your gift – made online at www.
myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or with a check in the offering 
plate marked Jubilee Plus! – helps us support partner agencies.

Servants from Myers Park United Methodist are working with 
our Garden Ministry, UMAR, Refugee Support Services and 
in other ways. So far we’ve reported 22,440 hours served in 

2017 – a quarter of  the way to our 100K Dream of  100,000 
hours served with neighbors. Please update us on where you’re 
serving and whom you’re meeting by e-mailing 100kDream@
mpumc.org or dropping a pew card in the offering plate.

• Save the date, with details to come: We will offer a loving 
thank you to retiring Director of  Children’s Ministries Sarah 
Sumner at noon Sunday, September 10, in Jubilee Hall. It 
goes without saying: Children of  all ages are welcome.

• Not meaning to ruin what’s left of  summer, kids, but 
here’s some back-to-school news: A brief  litany at the 
8:45 a.m. Church In The Round service on August 20 
will mark rising sixth-graders’ move to Youth Ministries. 
Afterward, sixth-graders go to the Youth Building for a 
Bojangles breakfast bar and parents go to Francis Chapel 
for a meeting. A litany at the 11:00 a.m. service August 
20 will mark preschoolers’ transition to kindergarten. The 
High School Back To School Bash is 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday, August 26. The Middle School Back To School 
Bash is 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sunday, August 27. Kickoff  
Sunday for children’s Sunday School is August 27. Blessing 
of  the Backpacks for Grades K-5 is at 10:00 a.m. August 
27 in Jubilee Hall. The back-to-school worship service is 
at 5:30 p.m. August 27 in Francis Chapel. To get involved 
at Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve.

• Church members Bill and Phyllis Spier report that their 
summertime ministry, A Second Helping, continues at Holden 
Beach, N.C., collecting unused food items from vacationers 
headed home on Saturday mornings. The goods go to the 
needy in the seaside area. “In the 12 years we’ve had this 
ministry,” Bill writes, “our collections total almost 200,000 
pounds while watching it spread to at least six locations 
in North Carolina and three in South Carolina that we 
know about. A friend told me he had been on a ski trip to 
Colorado last year and the motel where he stayed started a 
food collection program. The manager said he read about 
a program at Holden Beach in USA Today and thought, 
‘We can do the same thing.’” After all these years, one 
thing is changing about A Second Helping: “After getting the 
assurance that others will continue to run this ministry,” Bill 
says, “we have put a For Sale sign on our vacation home. 
I continue in the position of  ‘consultant.’” Visit www.
secondhelping.us to learn more, and maybe get something 
going in your vacation town.

HONORING SARAH SUMNER, 
BACK TO SCHOOL DATES

Christine Mull



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Calendar Of  Opportunities
AUGUST 4-5
• MEN’S CAMPING WEEKEND All men are invited 

to enjoy a “car camping and cookout” weekend at Badin 
Lake Campground near Asheboro. The weekend will offer 
swimming, fishing, hiking and fellowship, with campers able to 
drive their cars to the camping site. To sign up or learn more 
about this trip and the new Backpacking Ministry, reach Rev. 
Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 8
• SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS The next meeting of  

the Caregivers Support Group will be at 11:30 a.m. in Room 
105 of  the Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• YOUNG ADULTS, MEET THE PASTORS A summer 
series giving young adults a chance to meet our pastors 
concludes at 7:00 p.m. at Leroy Fox, 705 S. Sharon Amity 
Road. Melanie Dobson and Nathan Arledge will gather with 
the group for conversation. Light hors d’oeuvres will be 
served. Register with Director of  Young Adults Ministries 
Jessica Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org.

 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 12
• MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth and counselor 

Bronah Livingston will lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 
9:00 a.m. to noon in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 
The seminar meets the premarital requirements for those 
getting married at the church. It’s free for those getting 
married at the church, $30 per couple for others, payable at 
the workshop by cash or check. Register by August 10 with 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 22
• LEARN ABOUT TUTORING Join Augustine Literacy 

tutors and staff  members for an informational coffee at our 
partner school, Sedgefield Elementary, from 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. Fall training opportunities take place in September, 
October and November. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27
• DISCOVER MYERS PARK Want to learn more about 

our church family, how to get involved and perhaps join our 
congregation? Our Discover Myers Park class shares about the 
life of  the church. Discover Myers Park meets at 10:45 a.m. 
in the lobby of  Parish Life Building for coffee, fellowship 
and conversation. No need to sign up in advance for these 
gatherings, just join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@
mpumc.org to learn more.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
• STOP HUNGER NOW We’ll gather in the Parish Life 

Building basement to pack 75,000 meals. Shifts are 9:45 to 
10:30 a.m. and noon to 1:30 p.m. Look for information soon 
on how to sign up. Details: Chris Turner at william.c.turner@
bankofamerica.com.

ALL THE TIME
• CENTERING PRAYER All are welcome to join in 

Centering Prayer Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Room 
024 in the Snyder Building and Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. 
to noon in Francis Chapel.

• PLANNED GIVING A committee has been formed to 
educate the congregation about the importance of  planned 
giving for Myers Park United Methodist. A planned gift 
in any form, whether through a will, estate or other form, 
goes to the church’s Wesley Foundation, which focuses on 
preserving the beauty of  the campus and buildings while 
supporting outreach. Details: Executive Director Saribeth 
Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• BE A GREETER Greeters on Sunday morning help 
make our church as welcoming as possible by answering 
questions and helping people get where they’re going. 
Want to be a greeter? Reach Rob and Julie Dellibovi at 
robertandjulieann@gmail.com. This effort springs from our 
Step, Jump, Leap initiative.



Don’t tell the children and youth of  the church that things 
slow down around Myers Park United Methodist during the 

summer. Children’s Ministries’ (and mom of  two) Katharine Willis 
took these vivid photos at Summer Fun Days and the Ice Cream 
Social, capturing the devotion, optimism and energy they bring to 
the church, and to a world in need of  their sweet innocence.

A SUMMER OF FUN 
AND FAITH
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AND EVEN A NEW MAILBOX,
GARDEN MINISTRY GROWS

Incoming Director Of  Children’s Ministries
WELCOME, AMY HARRIMAN

A happy, rejuvenating 
summer to you and yours. 
As our church community 
prepares for the rush 
of  autumn activities, so 
does the Cornerstone. Note 
the new and improved 
calendar of  opportunities 
inside. It’s meant to be an 
easier-to-navigate guide to 
get involved, whether it’s 
back-to-school projects, 
local missions or small 
groups offered through 
Faith Formation. Tell us 
what you think of  the 
calendar, and other ideas 
to connect you to the busy 
life of  this congregation. 
Reach Director of  
Communications Ken 
Garfield at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org.
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By Ken Garfield 

Amy Harriman has dreamed of  coming 
to work at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church and one day being a part of  our 
flourishing Children’s Ministries. Her dream 
is about to come to true.

Amy joins our staff  September 18 as 
Director of  Children’s Ministries, overseeing 

our work with 
1,100 children. 
She comes to us 
from Edenton 
Street United 
Methodist Church 
in Raleigh, where 
she has served as 
Director of  Parent 
and Children’s 
Ministries for 
nearly four years. 

Amy, of  course, 
succeeds Sarah Sumner, who is retiring after 
17 wonderful years. We will gather at noon 
Sunday, September 10, in Jubilee Hall to 
honor and thank Sarah. Details to come.

It was Amy’s warmth and experience that 
won over the Search Committee, said chair 
Kelli Ferry. “The committee was really 
impressed with Amy’s enthusiasm, her 
experience in leading children’s programs 
and her commitment to building a strong 
faith foundation for children and their 
families. She has a depth of  experience and 
excitement to get to know our children.”

At Edenton Street United Methodist, Amy 
helped oversee a program that reached 700 
families. A Winston-Salem native raised in 
the Moravian church, she earned a Masters 
in Religious Education degree from Duke 
Divinity School. Before Edenton Street 
United Methodist, she directed children’s 
ministries at St. Luke United Methodist 
in Sanford and Jarvis Memorial United 
Methodist in Greenville, N.C. She has one 
daughter, Larkin, 19. At our church, she’ll 
work alongside Children’s Ministries staffers 
Heidi Giffin, Julie Wentz, Katharine Willis 
and Jenna Zello, and hundreds of  volunteers 
who help share God’s love with little ones.

Like so many in her line of  work in The 
United Methodist Church, she has long 
noted how Sarah Sumner mastered the art 
of  balancing all that Children’s Ministries 
involves: Imparting the lessons of  the Bible 
while helping kids have fun, and continuing 
what works while being open to new ways of  
reaching children.

“I’ve admired Sarah and been in touch with 
her through the years,” Amy says. “It’s been 
a dream of  mine to come to Myers Park 
United Methodist Church. There is nothing 
greater than watching a child’s face light up 
when they realize God loves them no matter 
what. Telling children about His great love 
for them is what God has gifted me for and 
called me to do.”

Continued On Inside...

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones celebrates 
our blossoming Garden Ministry. Reach her at 
mjones@mpumc.org.

If  you haven’t had the chance to visit our 
church garden beside the Parish Life Building 
parking lot, you’re missing out. The Garden 
Ministry (not just the plants!) is growing, 
and it’s a fantastic example of  collaboration 
among community partners. There is 
always a place for you. Teams of  church 
folks harvest vegetables each week, with 
produce going to the kitchens of  our new 

neighbors at Refugee Support Services. If  
you have extra fruits and veggies from your 
home garden, drop them off  in the church 
basement refrigerators. They’ll become part 
of  our Excess Produce Program, and go to 
Refugee Support Services as well. 

Amy Harriman

Our focus on racial reconciliation continues with 
Pass The Peace dinners bringing together members 
of  Myers Park and St. Mark’s United Methodist 
churches for conversation with police officers. 
This group shared a Tex-Mex meal at Chuy’s: 
Clockwise starting at the head of  the table – Ron 
Knape, Wray Farlow, Otto Harris, MacKenzie 
Steadman and officer Wayne Tucker. To attend 
a dinner, reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.
com.

As often happens given that the two 
churches are so close in proximity and 
appearance: Our friends at Myers Park 
Presbyterian sent up a drone to get 
pictures of  their church and the person 
running the drone wound up getting 
pictures of  our church instead. So enjoy 
this attractive perspective of  our beautiful 
church. And thanks to our neighbors for 
sharing it with us.

PASSING THE PEACE

OOPS. OUR CHURCH, FROM ABOVE




