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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

August 27, 2017 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary  

 Allein' Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 662 (8:30) J S Bach 

 Concerto in D: ii. Allegro (9:45, 11:00) G.P. Telemann 

 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

We belong to God. 

When we feel overwhelmed, 

God is on our side. 

When we are afraid, 

God will keep us safe. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

   who made heaven and earth. 

Blessed be the Lord! 

 
 Opening Hymn No. 117  

O God, Our Help in Ages Past ST. ANNE 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

Loving God, 

   you call us to be the body of Christ: 

   to live in community, 

   to care for one another, 

   to be courageous with our lives; 

   but we are often afraid of looking foolish, 

   ashamed of the scandal of the gospel. 

Instead of trusting in your promises, 

   we think we can do it alone 

   or we simply do nothing at all. 

Forgive our neglect of others. 

Help us to be obedient to you first, 

   that we may care for one another, 

   depend on your love, 

   and use our gifts for your gospel. Amen. 

 

 

 

The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45, 11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45, 11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

Anthem (9:45, 11:00)  

God is Our Refuge Allen Pote 

God is our refuge and strength; a present help in time of trouble 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

though the waters roar and foam, we will not fear. 

 

Come and behold the work of the Lord, the awesome acts of God. 

He is in the midst of his people, he is our God in all the earth. 

 

He is the word, we are his hands, he will lead us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence  

all the day long. 

 

He is the rain, we are the stones, he will cleanse us. 

He is the air, we are his song, we will celebrate his presence 

all the day long. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation No. 473  

Lead Me, Lord LEAD ME, LORD 

 

 Old Testament Reading Exodus 1:8-2:10 

 

 New Testament Reading Romans 12:1-2 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Offertory   

Consecration John Ness Beck 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 

 

Take my voice and let it sing always, only, for my king. 

Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 

 

Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 

Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store. 

Take my self, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

 



 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  
 
 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 399  

Take My Life, and Let It Be MESSIAH 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Fugue in E-flat, BWV 552/ii (8:30) J.S. Bach 
 Concerto in D: iv. Allegro (9:45, 11:00) G.P. Telemann 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Minister of Missions 
 

LAY READERS 

Xela Pinkerton, Peg Broughton (8:30) 

Albert Dulin, Linda Mayo, Nancy Hamff (9:45) 

Peter Stewart, Linda Mayo, Nancy Hamff (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Josh Wald, guest conductor 

Xela Pinkerton, soprano 

Brian Winegardner, trumpet (9:45,11:00) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


________________________________________________________________



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in the Sanctuary narthex and by the 

Jubilee Hall door. To learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, 

reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org. Our Discover Myers Park class 

to learn about our church is at 10:45 a.m. this morning in the Parish Life Building 

lobby. No reservations are needed, please join us this morning and get to know us 

better! 

 

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org


THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 9:45 a.m. service is Lillian Cherry Heard, daughter of Katy and Charlie 

Heard. Being baptized at the 11:00 a.m. service are Robert Qubein Buckfelder, son 

of Cristina and Cole Buckfelder; Elizabeth Wills Peterson, daughter of Amy and 

Jason Peterson; and Sullivan Tate Stafford, daughter of Stephanie and Damon 

Stafford. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of two-year-old Mitchell Bays Turner, who would be starting kindergarten 

tomorrow, by his mother Meg McElwain. 

 

THE FLOWERS IN THE CHAPEL NARTHEX are given to the glory of God 

and in celebration of the marriage of Charlotte Cornick and Gary Morgan on 

Saturday at the church. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL! 

Always a special day in the life of the church, this morning is Kickoff Sunday for 

children’s and youth Sunday School. Blessing Of The Backpacks for Grades K-5 is 

at 10:00 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.  The Middle School Back To School Bash is 3:00 to 

5:00 p.m. this afternoon outside the Youth Building with a climbing, wall, food 

trucks, giveaways and more. It is canceled in bad weather.  

 

CHECK OUT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This morning, as children return to Sunday School, adults are invited to sample 

Sunday School, which meets from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m., offering the chance to build 

lasting relationships and Grow Deeper in your faith. Make your first stop at the 

table in the Parish Life lobby, where class members will be there to direct you to 

an appropriate class. Representatives will also be in the Youth Building and near 

the children’s check-in kiosks to help you find the right class. To learn more about 

any aspect of Sunday School at our church, reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-

4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org. 

 

PRAYER SERVICE TODAY AT 5:30 P.M. 

Join us for our communitywide back-to-school prayer service at 5:30 p.m. today in 

Francis Chapel. Teachers, parents (including those whose children are starting 

kindergarten or have headed off to college), educators and everyone else are 

welcome to this meaningful 30-minute gathering. 

 

mailto:bbarden@mpumc.org


ORGAN RECITAL TONIGHT Our own talented Nicolas Haigh will present a 

free organ recital at 7:00 p.m. today in the Sanctuary. It is part of the 2017 Summer 

Recital Series sponsored by the Charlotte chapter of the American Guild of 

Organists. Join us for this special concert. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space.  

 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
 

 

CELEBRATING SARAH SUMNER 

As she prepares to retire, we will celebrate Sarah Sumner’s wonderful ministry as 

our Director of Children’s Ministries with a reception and brief program shortly 

after noon on Sunday, September 10, in Jubilee Hall. The Builders and Samaritan 

Sunday School classes will provide light refreshments. We are also taking up a 

love offering for Sarah. Checks can be made out to the church with Love Offering 

in the memo line and put in the Sunday offering plate, dropped off at the front desk 

in the Parish Life lobby or mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

You can make a gift at www.myersparkumc.org/give. Please designate it for Love 

Offering. You can also text MPUMC Love to 73256 using your text messaging. 

Standard text messaging rates apply. 

 

 

 “VIDEO” VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Two more Tech Team volunteers are 

needed to operate the video projection software for the Church In The Round 

service Sundays at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall. Reach Director of Multimedia Jim 

Deal at 704-295-4825 or jim@mpumc.org. 
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CUB SCOUTS OPEN HOUSE Our church’s Cub Scout Pack 3 will hold an open 

house from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 29, in Room 110 of the Parish Life 

Building. Pack 3 Dens meet in the Youth Building from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the first, 

second and third Wednesday of each month. The first meeting is Wednesday, 

September 6. You can learn more about this ministry from some of the boys 

themselves at a table in the Parish Life lobby this morning. Details: Doug Hulse at 

704-907-3478 or doug.hulse@baml.com. 

TRAINING FOR BIBLE CARRIERS, ACOLYTES, CRUCIFERS Youth in 

Grades 5-12 are welcome to be part of this meaningful Sunday morning ministry. 

Fifth-graders serve as Bible carriers, processing in with the Bible. When they enter 

sixth grade, they can remain in this role or train to serve as an acolyte. Youth in 

Grades 6-9 are acolytes, processing in with the torches and lighting the altar 

candles. Students in Grades 10-12 lead the processional as crucifers, carrying in 

the cross. Training is 10:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, September 9, and 2:00 to 4:00 

p.m. Sunday, September 24, both in the Sanctuary. Youth need to attend one 

session. A parent must attend as information on scheduling, procedures and dress 

will be shared. Adults are welcome to serve as the Sunday morning coach once 

every four to six Sundays. Details: Amelia Miller at cmiller5@carolina.rr.com or 

Katharine Willis at katharinecwillis@gmail.com. 

 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

DISCUSS ‘EVICTED’ SEPTEMBER 19 

Join people all across Charlotte who are discussing Evicted: Poverty and Profit in 

the American City by Matthew Desmond. Dr. Howell and Minister of Missions 

Nathan Arledge will lead a discussion about this enormously important book about 

the changing face of the city and people in poverty we’re called to reach at 7:00 

p.m. Tuesday, September 19, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. Affordable 

housing, a pressing issue in Charlotte, is a plank in our Step, Jump, Leap church 

initiative. The book will be for sale in the Goodness Gracious! gift shop. You don’t 

have to read it to come to the program. The book follows eight families in 

Milwaukee as they struggle to keep a roof over their heads. It examines issues of 

poverty and economic exploitation while sharing fresh ideas to deal with the crisis. 

Matthew Desmond, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author, will give a free lecture at 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, September 27, at McGlohon Theatre at Spirit Square. For a 

study guide, visit www.EvictedBookClubCLT.org. 

 

 

http://www.evictedbookclubclt.org/


FALL SMALL GROUPS We invite you to build significant friendships and 

Grow Deeper in the life of faith: Registration continues for Fall Small Groups, 

which start the week of Labor Day. Companions in Christ, Disciple Bible Study 

and lots of specific opportunities for young adults are among the meaningful 

groups available. To review all offerings and sign up, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. 

SIGN UP FOR DAYS APART Travel with Dr. Melanie Dobson to Grow Deeper 

and experience contemplative life in the monastic community of nearby Belmont 

Abbey College. Small groups will share times of silence and prayer and worship 

with Benedictine monks. Cost for these Days Apart is minimal. Transportation is 

included. Space is limited. Signup for either date: Wednesday, September 13, from 

9:15 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or Saturday, October 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Reach 

Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG ADULTS The Young Adults Women’s group 

meets Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the small chapel behind the Sanctuary. Moms’ 

Ministry small groups meet weekly at 10:45 a.m. Wednesday and Thursday. Child 

care is provided. A small group of young adults will serve dinner at The Relatives 

shelter for youth the first and third Tuesday of each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Supper clubs will meet the first Thursday and second Sunday of each month. Sign 

up for these activities on the MyMPUMC portal under Young Adults at 

www.myersparkumc.org. Reach Director of Young Adults Ministries Jessica 

Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org. 

LEARN ABOUT ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI Mark your calendar, Dr. Howell 

will explore the life and legacy of St. Francis of Assisi – “Our most charming, 

intriguing, misunderstood and transformative saint,” he says – at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 26, in Jubilee Hall. He’ll repeat the program at 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, September 27, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building.  

 

 

 SERVING OTHERS… 
WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund support partners like Supportive Housing Communities, which 

provides affordable housing to individuals with one or more risk factors for 

homelessness. We were blessed to award more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! 

grants to our ministry partners in 2016 and hope to do the same or more in 2017. 

Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to 

the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or 

mail it to the church. 
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AUGUST COLLECTION: SEDGEFIELD SCHOOLS LAST CHANCE This 

month, we are collecting items for Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield Middle 

schools. Drop off pencil pouches, subject dividers, colored pencils, regular pencils, 

pens, highlighters, loose leaf notebook paper (college rule and regular) in the 

marked bin in the Parish Life Building lobby through today. 

GET TO KNOW OUR SEDGEFIELD SECOND GRADERS For The Love Of 

Reading, our ministry with Sedgefield Elementary, our partner school, has 

opportunities for lay servants to read with second-graders before school on 

Tuesdays or Thursdays from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. beginning in October. Training is 

provided. Reach Beth Gage at bethgage@me.com to learn more. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BUILD THIS FALL Again this year, we'll team 

up with neighbors at Myers Park Presbyterian Church and Temple Beth El to build 

a house for a neighbor in Grier Heights. Build days are throughout September and 

October. Genet and Teignesh are sisters from Ethiopia excited to have a home on 

the same street as other friends who also came here from East Africa. Visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/habitat for more.  

100K DREAM STORY We are thrilled to hear stories with new neighbors as part 

of The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 

year. Jennifer Ricketts and her family recently served at Samaritan House: “Our 

boys were a little timid at first, but they slowly got comfortable and even played 

some fun rounds of UNO with one of the guests. A great experience for all!” Tell 

us how you’re serving and the people you’re meeting by filling out each week the 

card in the pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering plate or by e-

mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org. 

STOP HUNGER NOW Mark your calendars for Sunday, October 1, to help pack 

75,000 meals to meet hunger needs throughout the world. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to volunteer alongside your family, Sunday School class and 

neighbors. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/stop-hunger-now for details. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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