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A highlight for our congregation at Annual 
Conference in Lake Junaluska came with the 
ordination of  Revs. Parker Haynes and Sarah 
Howell as elders. In The United Methodist Church, 
elders are ordained to the ministries of  Word, 
Sacrament, Order and Service. Sarah, of  course, 
is the daughter of  Dr. James C. and Lisa Howell. 
She serves as Associate Minister of  Worship & 
Missions at Centenary United Methodist Church 
in Winston-Salem. The Cornerstone asked two 
people close to them to put their feelings into words. 
For more on Annual Conference, including pastoral 
appointments, visit www.wnccumc.org.

Lisa Howell: ‘A Moving 
And Emotional Moment’
Thirty years ago, James and I brought 
our daughter, Sarah, to her first Annual 
Conference. Sarah was three months old 
at the time, and many friends from our 
Methodist connectional system were excited 
to meet our first child, and my parents’ first 
grandchild.

Fast forward to Annual Conference, June 
2017, as our family attended the Saturday 
evening ordination service to celebrate 

Sarah’s ordination as an elder in The United 
Methodist Church. What made this an 
especially moving service for us was that 
Sarah’s dad, James, and her godfather, Tom 
Wall, were the  ordained pastors present to lay 
hands on her as she was ordained. Even more 
extraordinary was that Sarah’s grandfather, 
Tom Stockton, a retired Bishop, was the one 
to ordain her. What a wonderful moment for 
our family to witness as Sarah was ordained 
by her grandfather, with her father’s hands 
laying gently on her.

This summer, whether 
you are in the mountains, 
at the shore or beyond…
Worship with us on 
Sunday morning via 
our live-stream at www.
myersparkumc.org. Read 
something serious on your 
deck or under a beach 
umbrella. Take a long 
walk to clear your head 
and soothe your weary 
soul. Skip that golf  game 
and hang out with the kids 
instead. Enjoy as many 
family meals together as 
you can. Say grace before 
digging in. Come home 
(and back to church) 
renewed, refreshed and 
ready to make a difference 
in this need-filled world.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares this 
reflection on our Jubilee Plus! outreach fund.

Traditional wisdom says that raising money 
should be difficult – but in the nonprofit 
world, it’s often unexpectedly joyful. That 
makes sense, since nonprofit fundraising is 
about helping people who want to make an 
impact find the best opportunity to do so. 
It’s about finding and sharing the stories of  
where someone’s financial support can make 
the most difference, then teaming up to make 
that happen. 

When I learned that fundraising for Jubilee 
Plus! so far this year is lagging behind last 
year’s pace ($197,000 vs. last year’s $220,000), 
that told me I’m not doing as good a job as 
I can be of  telling those stories, because I 

know your heart for our neighbors hasn’t 
changed. It isn’t just that ministry partners 
like Charlotte Rescue Mission and ZOE 
Ministries in Kenya need our financial 
support. It’s that our gifts, big and small, 
make a tangible difference in the lives of  our 
neighbors in Charlotte and around the world. 

Our partners at Charlotte Rescue Mission 
don’t get a break during the summer. In fact, 
at their Dove’s Nest women’s residential 
recovery program, things get busier when 
school is out for the children living there. 

Rev. Sarah Howell during her ordination.
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• Save the dates for several programs that Dr. Howell will 
lead in coming months, all in Francis Chapel: At 7:00 
p.m. Tuesday, September 26, and 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, 
September 27, our Senior Pastor will explore the life 
and ministry of  St. Francis of  Assisi. All are welcome. 
These gatherings will serve as an introduction for those 
traveling with Dr. Howell to Italy for the St. Francis 
Pilgrimage October 8-18. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 
30, and 11:00 a.m. Tuesday, October 31. Dr. Howell will 
share about the life of  Martin Luther. October 31 marks 
the 500th anniversary of  Luther nailing his 95 theses 
to the Wittenberg door and sparking the Reformation. 
At 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 28, and 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, November 29, Dr. Howell will explore the 
lives of  Mary and other Bible characters in the story of  
the birth of  Jesus. 

• Remember, in this year of  The 100K Dream, the hope is 
to build life-changing relationships while serving 100,000 
hours. Tell us how you’re serving and the people you’re 
meeting by filling out the card in the pew rack or Jubilee 
Hall or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.

• Church member Carol Anne Lawler shares that Hospice 
& Palliative Care in Charlotte offers your group or 
organization speakers on advance care planning, best 
practices for healthy aging and more. Reach her at 704-
562-2598 or LawlerC@hpccr.org.

• Order a DVD-Video ($7.50) and CD-Audio ($5) copy 
of  the Sunday worship service by filling out an order 
envelope at the front desk in the Parish Life Building 
lobby. Copies will be available for pickup at the front 
desk, with the option for mailing. Also, you can watch 
and listen each week to the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service 
at www.myersparkumc.org.

DR. HOWELL’S UPCOMING PROGRAMS

These kids need to stay busy and learning so their moms can focus on group and 
individual therapy and job readiness classes. Staff  and volunteers work hard to 
keep the children busy with field trips and enrichment activities. Support from 
partners like us through Jubilee Plus! makes programs like these happen.

If  you’ve been meaning to make a gift to Jubilee Plus! to support our agency 
partners, now’s a great time, before we determine how much we have to give 
through local outreach and world outreach grants. Last year, we were blessed to share more than $1 million with partner 
agencies. We want to make that happen every year through Jubilee Plus! Visit myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or drop a check in 
the offering plate made out to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line.
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In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Thomas Edwin Stinson Jr., brother of  Robin Maxwell and uncle 
of  Franklin and Andrew Maxwell, who died on March 20, 
2017. Dorothy “Dottie” Nifong Dickens, wife of  Al Dickens 
and mother of  Bo Dickens, who died on June 22, 2017. 
Byron Atkins Slaughter III, brother of  Carole Brake and Kathy 
Foushee and uncle of  Tim Brake, Katherine Foushee, Virginia 
Warren and Anne Skinner, who died on June 30, 2017.

Babies
Belle Hungate Blanton, daughter of  Abby and Barr Blanton and 
sister of  Sloan Blanton, born on February 11, 2017. Kathleen 

“Kate” Reaves Cassady, daughter of  Raegan and Jack Cassady, 
sister of  Coleman Cassady, great-granddaughter of  Kay Shaw 
and great-niece of  Beth and Jim Penegar, born on June 11, 
2017. William “Henry” Hodges Jr., son of  Katie and William 
Hodges, grandson of  Lynn and Charley Hodges and nephew 
of  Charles Hodges, born on June 27, 2017. Savannah Lynn 
Raiford, daughter of  Ana and David Raiford and sister of  Alex 
Raiford, born on July 5, 2017.

Weddings
Amy Sue Janak and Charles Stevens McLaurin, married on June 30, 
2017, at the church.

WHERE DID ABBY PARKER FIND GOD
ON THE PILGRIMAGE TO IRELAND?

SARAH AND PARKER’S ORDINATION:
REFLECTIONS FROM A MOM AND A WIFE

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines, her husband, Daniel, 
their infant daughter Ronan and Kathryn Melton led the Senior High 
Pilgrimage of  Hope to Ireland. Honestly, Ronan didn’t do much leading. 
Here, Abby Parker reflects on the experience of  visiting the beautiful 
country with a tight-knit group from church. Abby, 18, the daughter 
of  David and Lynn Parker, is headed to UNC-Chapel Hill. Lauren 
articulates the purpose of  the trip: “The Pilgrimage of  Hope is a chance 
for our students to explore a different culture and the way they live out 
their faith while reflecting on what our differences are, in hopes of  being 
transformed in our own faith journey.”

Wow, I have the chance to write about the best part of  my 
pilgrimage to Ireland. I could talk about reaching the peak 
of  Croagh Patrick, visiting one of  the three Aran Islands, 
exploring the ruins of  ancient monasteries or wandering 
through the streets of  the beautiful city of  Galway.

But none of  that was the best part. As a hot chocolate lover, 
I found my way to multiple coffee shops scattered around 
the country. Coffee shop runs became a regular part of  our 
schedule. Each time I sat down with a hot drink and a scone, 
I was surrounded by a group of  people with whom I grew 
incredibly close. We sat together at a few tables, relishing each 
other’s company. I watched everyone communicate. I watched 
and listened to the laughs, smiles and comments both sassy 
and loving.

Personally, I feel God through relationships. When I feel the 
love that people have for one another, I feel God. As I sat 
and watched, I felt God in each exchange. The warmth of  my 
drink matched the warmth spreading through my heart. For an 
18-year-old girl trying to figure out her faith, that’s an amazing 
feeling. When I struggled to see God during our pilgrimage, 
I knew I could stop looking once I got to the coffee shop. In 
the coffee shop, I could just feel Him. 

Scenes from the Ireland Pilgrimage. 
Top photo, Abbey Parker and Mary Grace Parker.

Our Bishop, Paul Leeland, thought this might be the first time 
a Bishop ordained a grandchild. It was a moving moment 
for me. I am grateful for the ways in which Sarah lives out 
her faith by leading and serving, using her amazing gifts and 
talents. 

Alisha Haynes: ‘An Honor To Walk 
Beside Him In His Call’
This has been a long journey for both of  us. Parker’s 
ordination has been a goal he has been working on for more 
than eight years. I had no idea Parker was going into the 
ministry when we started dating. By the time Parker told 
me he felt called to this life, I had already fallen deeply in 
love with him. He truly exemplified the love of  Christ. With 
nothing else to do but hold on and join the ride, I married 
into this life!

On Sunday mornings or Wednesday evenings, you all see 
Parker in the pulpit or in front of  the classroom, beautifully 
delivering a sermon or Bible study lesson. What you don’t see 
is the guy behind the desk in his study with books strewn all 
around, pencil stuck behind his ear and a laptop on his desk, 
preparing for his sermons, classes and Bible studies until 
late in the evening. He is constantly reading or studying or 
listening to other sermons to expand his knowledge, and to 
become a better servant of  God.

To say I am proud of  him and his ordination is an 
understatement. I watch him in this journey day in and day 
out and know this is only the beginning of  a life in which he 
has been called to be the hands and feet of  Christ, and to love 
his neighbors as fiercely as Christ loves. It is an honor to walk 
beside him in his call to serve. 

Continued From Front Page...

Rev. Parker Haynes following his ordination with his wife Alisha.

Forget a cruise to the Caribbean, Bob and Martha Cushman 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary right here at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church. The Cushmans 
were married on June 22, 1957, in Hartford, Connecticut, 
at a lovely ceremony performed by her father, Rev. William 
Knapp, a Congregational minister. Bob and Martha have 
known each other since they were 13 and living in Nashua, 
New Hampshire. Fast-forward 60 years: They spent the best 
part of  their anniversary day at the church they love. Martha 
volunteered at Vacation Bible School, telling Bible stories to 
the children. Since it was a Thursday, Bob came for his regular 
men’s Bible study, a cherished time of  fellowship and study. 
As Martha says, being at church that day gave them a chance 
to spend more of  their anniversary together. The romantics 
among us need not worry. Later that day, the Cushmans 
celebrated their 60th anniversary with a nice Italian dinner out.

Look to the summer issue of  Intersection magazine for how (and where) 
some other church couples celebrated their anniversaries.

HERE’S ONE SWEET WAY TO CELEBRATE 
YOUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY

The Cushmans, a few years back in Waynesville.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

July 12, 2017
• PLANNED GIVING A committee has been formed to 

educate the congregation about the importance of  planned 
giving for Myers Park United Methodist. A planned gift in any 
form, whether through a will, estate or other form, goes to 
the church’s Wesley Foundation, which focuses on preserving 
the beauty of  the campus and buildings while supporting 
outreach. For more on planned giving, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org. Those who have already listed the church or 
Wesley Foundation in their will or estate plans are encouraged 
to notify Saribeth. Look for a story in the summer edition of  
Intersection magazine about planned giving, Jubilee Plus! and the 
other ways we financially support the work of  the church.

• FAMILY WORSHIP SUMMER While Sunday School for 
elementary children and youth takes a summer break, a special 
welcome is extended to children of  all ages to attend worship. 
If  desired, worship care is still available for children who have 
not yet entered kindergarten. Remember, in summer, some 
adult Sunday School classes take a respite. So does Sunday 
School for youth.

• LEMONADE ON THE LAWN The tradition returns 
to the lawn on the Queens Road side. From 10:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. (times are subject to change, watch your worship 
bulletin) each Sunday during summer, join us for lemonade, 
cookies and fellowship and learn about a church ministry. The 
gathering moves to the Parish Life lobby in bad weather.

• RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember these magic 
words: Not having to park. The Sunday shuttle bus service runs 
continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church 
and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn Avenue, making it easy to get to and from worship.

• ICE CREAM SOCIAL Everyone’s invited to an ice cream 
social hosted by Children’s Ministries at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, July 
16, on the church playground. It’s canceled in bad weather.

• CHRISTMAS IN JULY Building the Jubilee Store inventory 
before Charlotte Family Housing folks shop for Christmas: 
Donations of  new African-American dolls, Lego sets and 
Play-Doh kits are welcome through July 28 in the Parish Life 
lobby bin.

• HELP HOST UNHOUSED WOMEN The church 
will serve as a site for the Salvation Army Center of  Hope 
women’s shelter July 17-23. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.
org/SACOH to provide meals and help in other ways. 
Details: Lindsay Gildea at lindsayt4384@gmail.com.

• YOUNG ADULTS, MEET THE PASTORS A summer 
series giving young adults a chance to meet our pastors 
concludes at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 8, at Leroy Fox, 
705 S. Sharon Amity Road in the Cotswold neighborhood. 
Melanie Dobson and Nathan Arledge will gather with the 
group for conversation. Light hors d’oeuvres will be served. 
Register with Director of  Young Adults Ministries Jessica 
Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org.

• SUMMER FUN DAYS Some 200 children are gathering 
each week at the church for Summer Fun Days July 10-14 
and July 17-21, sessions filled with fun, games and fellowship. 
Registration is closed. Have a question? Reach Sarah Sumner 
at 704-295-4814 or sarah@mpumc.org.

• SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS A Caregivers Support 
Group meets each month or so, offering the chance to share 
with others walking the same path. Details: Parish Nurse 
Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• PRESCHOOL SEEKS STAFF The Children’s Circle 
church preschool is interviewing for preschool teachers 
and teacher assistant positions for next school year. An 
early childhood education or related degree is preferred, 
plus at least one year of  experience. The jobs are part-time. 
Applications are at www.thechildrenscircle.org. Send an 
application or resume to swade@mpumc.org.

• MARRIAGE MATTERS WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth 
and counselor Bronah Livingston will lead a Marriage Matters 
workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, August 12, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets 
the premarital requirements for those getting married at the 
church. The seminar will explore Dr. John Gottman’s book, 
The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work. The workshop is 
free for those getting married at the church, $30 per couple 
for others, payable at the workshop by cash or check. To 
register by August 10, contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-
4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.



David Starling was part of  a church group of  17 high school 
youth and four adults who traveled to the Cumberland Mountains 
in central Tennessee to work (and play) with children through 
Mountain T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project). He shares the 
experience here. David, 15, a rising sophomore at Providence Day 
School, is the son of  Scott and Meredith Starling.

When describing Mountain T.O.P., many people 
talk about that one moment they’ll remember 

forever. My Mountain T.O.P. Moment involved a series 
of  interactions through the week with a young boy with 
whom we served. His name was Draven.

Draven was an energetic 10-year-old, though on the first 
day he was nearly silent. But as we shared activities, he 
and I began to bond. We talked sports, played football 
and swapped memories through piggyback rides. I learned 
that his home life was not stable, so having an older guy 
he could look up to was important to him. I was proud 
that I could do my best to set a good example, and equally 
impressed that he realized he needed such an influence in 
his life.

One of  the best moments I had with Draven came when 
he didn’t want to participate in an art activity. Instead, we 
played the word game, Hangman. For the last sentence we 
did, the phrase he picked that I had to guess was “I love 
Mountain T.O.P.” That day was noisy, chaotic and hectic 
because everyone was doing their own individual thing. 
But in that chaos, I heard those familiar words from Psalm 
98: “Make a joyful noise to the Lord.”

Seeing the transformation from shy Draven at the start 
of  the week to energetic, happy Draven at the end of  the 
week was my favorite memory. That was my Mountain 
T.O.P. Moment.

David Starling Shares…
My Mountain T.O.P. Moment

The young, fresh faces of  fellowship at Mountain T.O.P. 
That’s David Starling, upper right.
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