
JIMMY JONES ON SABBATICAL

LOVE, AND LOAVES & FISHES 

Director of  Music Jimmy Jones is off  on 
a sabbatical, a mix of  family time, music 

and travel meant to recharge body and soul.

Jimmy, 34, is in his eighth year of  leading 
and growing our music ministry. The Music 
Ministries staff  will ably fill in until his return 
on Tuesday, September 5. While he is gone, 
the staff  and congregation unite in wishing 
him an exhilarating time away.

Jimmy’s plan? He’ll spend two weeks with 
his parents and other family at their home in 
Broadway in eastern North Carolina. “I told 
my mom I was coming home for two weeks,” 
he says. “She was so thrilled.” On July 1, he 
leaves for Oxford University in England, 
one of  six conductors chosen to attend the 
10-day Choral Institute in that picturesque 
city. He’ll study with master conductors and 
conduct rehearsals with the famed choir 
from Westminster Choir College. While 
in Europe, he’ll participate in daily prayer 
services and Evensong at Durham Cathedral 
in Durham England, and take a scouting trip 
to Edinburgh and Iona Abbey on the Isle 
of  Iona off  the Scottish coast before the 
Chancel Choir’s journey there in the summer 
of  2018.

There’s more: He plans to visit other churches 
to see how their music ministries operate. He 

hopes to convert his entire music library to  
digital files. He’ll study the liturgical calendar 
in search of  new ideas, and work with various 
organ teachers around the region. He’s 
looking forward to visiting Robert’s family in 
Greenville, S.C. He plans to come home even 
more energized (if  that’s possible) to sing 
God’s praises.

“I’m sad I’m not going to be here,” Jimmy 
says. “But I’m taking the sabbatical so I can 
recharge and give the church even more. This 
is my home.”

Turn inside for exciting news about an organ coming 
to Francis Chapel.

You go, girl, again. Our 
own Harriette Thompson, 
age 94, became the oldest 
person to finish a 13.1-
mile race when she ran 
the San Diego Rock ‘n’ 
Half  Marathon in 3 hours, 
42 minutes 56 seconds. 
She was already the oldest 
woman to run a full 
marathon. This time, she 
was accompanied by sons 
Brenny and Sydnor and 
other family members, 
and raised $12,000 for the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. As if  she’s not 
inspiration enough, 
Harriette’s a cancer 
survivor. As she told The 
Observer afterward, “I felt 
wonderful.”
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares 
another Jubilee Plus! story, and how our outreach 
fund takes our love near and far.

We might think of  giving to our 
neighbors through Jubilee Plus! more 

often at Christmas than at other times of  the 
year. But our community partners need our 
support all year long.

Summer is tough for Loaves & Fishes. The 
food pantry struggles to bridge the gap for 
families whose children are home and hungry 
for three meals a day until school is back in 
session. Sue Bruce at Loaves & Fishes says 
the food pantry expects to provide a week’s 
worth of  groceries for 8,000 children this 
summer. In addition, many families face 
higher summer costs for necessities such as 
child care and utilities. And donations are 
down, with so many of  us away on vacation. 
Funds provided by our church are used 
to buy perishable food items such as eggs, 
cheese, yogurt, fresh meat, bread and tortillas.

Without the community’s help, people suffer. 
“No food, especially for your kids, that is the 

scariest,” said one mom. “Loaves & Fishes 
was a breather to help get me through.”

In 2016, our church extended more than $1 
million in Jubilee Plus! grants to our partner 
agencies. We want to do that every year, but 
are slightly behind last year’s pace. We hope 
you will respond accordingly. Your gift to 
the Jubilee Plus! second-mile fund throughout 
the year helps us make Christ’s love tangible 
to families who need it, whether through 
food, shelter, education or job training. Give 
to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/
jubileeplus or write a check to the church 
with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church. To 
learn more about Loaves & Fishes, visit www.
loavesandfishes.org.

• Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones updates us on The 100K 
Dream: “Through the end of  May, we had reached 17,832 
hours toward The 100K Dream. Summer brings many 
opportunities to serve – especially for children and youth 
who have started their school break. With strong summer 
and Thanksgiving/Christmas seasons, we’re confident 
we can reach the goal of  serving 100,000 hours with 
our neighbors in Charlotte and around the world. Share 
your hours and the stories of  those you meet (including 
from earlier this year) by e-mailing them to 100kdream@
mpumc.org, or filling out the pew card and dropping it 
into the offering plate.”

• Freedom School has begun, welcoming 1,200 young 
scholars to 16 Charlotte sites, all focused on reading, 

character-building and preventing summer learning loss. 
Our church is hosting its 11th Freedom School through 
July 28 at Sedgefield Elementary School. Opportunities 
to help include chaperoning an outing, reading with a 
scholar and helping with an afternoon activity – each 
activity  blessed by the chance to build a relationship 
with a young person. Serve once or many times, whether 
you’re a veteran of  the ministry or a rookie. High 
school students (those who have finished ninth grade) 
are encouraged to serve. So are middle schoolers, with 
an adult. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/freedom-
school. Details: Ellen Underwood at ecunderw@
bellsouth.net.

100K DREAM, FREEDOM SCHOOL

Jimmy and his mom, Judy.
• High fives to church members Anita McIntosh and Mary 

Katherine Vass for bringing home several swimming 
medals and ribbons from the Senior Games National 
Finals in Birmingham, Ala. Competing in various events 
in the Age 80-84 division, Anita earned one bronze medal 
and three ribbons while Mary Katherine captured two 
gold and one silver medal and two ribbons.

• A committee is working to educate the congregation 
about the importance of  planned giving for our church. 
A planned gift in any form, whether through a will, estate 
or other form, goes to the church’s Wesley Foundation, 
which focuses on preserving the beauty of  the campus 
and buildings while supporting outreach. For more on 
planned giving, reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. Those who 

have already listed the church or Wesley Foundation in 
their will or estate plans should notify Saribeth.

• Turn to www.wnccumc.org for news from the Annual 
Conference of  the Western North Carolina Conference 
of  The United Methodist Church. The annual gathering 
– a blend of  church business, worship and fellowship – is 
Thursday through Sunday, June 22-25, at Lake Junaluska 
in the N.C. mountains. This year’s theme is Go & Baptize 
The World. Among the highlights for our congregation: 
Revs. Parker Haynes and Sarah Howell, daughter of  Dr. 
James and Lisa Howell, are being ordained elders.

TWO WINNERS, PLANNED GIVING



By Ken Garfield

We’re about to make more beautiful music together.

The church has purchased a pipe organ for Francis Chapel, to 
be installed and ready for play this autumn, hopefully in time 
for Advent. As Director of  Music Jimmy Jones shares, it will 
replace the organ he bought off  Craigslist and practiced on in 
his living room when he lived in Winston-Salem.

Francis Chapel had always been slated to have a top-notch 
organ.  When our church learned that a gentleman in Ashland, 
Kentucky, needed to sell the organ he had built for his home, 
Jimmy and Music Associate Nicolas Haigh drove up, test-
played it and set the deal in motion. The two-year-old organ 
will be known as the Walter Ball Memorial Organ, honoring our 
beloved former choirmaster and organist. When the organ 
arrives by truck, Jimmy plans to invite the congregation to 
be here to celebrate, and to carry it in piece (and pipes)   The 
$175,000 project is being paid for by the church’s Wesley 
Foundation and a grant from the Lucille P. and Edward C. 
Giles Foundation. The congregation has an opportunity to 
participate by making a gift to the project (specifically, the 
organ’s upfit), perhaps in honor of  a loved one. Donations 
ranging from $100 to $15,000 will support specific parts of  the 
instrument (console, keys and the like). Donors’ names will be 
included in a dedication book. Those interested in participating 
in any part of  the project can reach Music Ministries’ Brian 
Childers at 704-295-4806 or brian@mpumc.org or Nicolas 
Haigh at nic@mpumc.org.

Some other details: The organ will sound forth at weddings, 
funerals, preschool worship and other chapel gatherings. 
Jimmy envisions organizing chamber music series and other 

special events for the congregation and community. The organ 
has 1,000 pipes, the largest 16 feet tall. By comparison, the 
Sanctuary organ has 6,000 pipes. The pipes will go on the wall 
above the entrance to Francis Chapel. You’ll be able to walk in, 
turn around, look up and be wowed. The console will go in the 
front of  the chapel. Once installed, Jimmy says, it will make 
beautiful music for up to 75 years.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
John Saunders Morrison, father of  Tom Morrison and Bill 
Morrison, who died on June 2, 2017. Betty Jean Shaffer Golmont, 
mother of  Joel Golmont, who died on June 4, 2017. Rosann 
Jean, sister of  Robin Hearn, who died on June 5, 2017. Shirley 
F. McBeth, mother of  Mark McBeth, who died on June 9, 2017.

Weddings
Natalie Grace “Gracie” Blackburn and Matthew James Evans, 
married on June 10, 2017, at the church. Kasey Spence and Luke 
Beeson, married on June 17, 2017, at the church.

VBS Rocks (As Usual)...

FRANCIS CHAPEL GETTING A 
NEW (GENTLY USED) ORGAN

Music Associate Nicolas Haigh test-plays the organ.

Jaeger Parsons, 19, was part of  the team that 
traveled to Reynosa, Mexico, to work with Faith 
Ministries. A rising sophomore at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, she grew up in our church and is the daughter 
of  Dave and Louise Parsons. She looks back here 
on the experience.

Last month, I took my third trip to Mexico. As the years go 
by, I have come to realize some very special things about 
Reynosa and those with whom we work. While our verbal 
communication can be an obstacle, a bond can always be 
formed through one simple act – a smile.

A genuine smile imparts a person’s happiness unto others. A 
big, toothy smile makes both eyes crinkle up, revealing the 
large heart that lies within. Overcoming the language barrier 
can be done with an act as freeing as a smile, reflecting our 
love for each other, for Christ and for serving.

This past visit, we stayed at the complex, where we enjoyed 
our meals and daily devotions in the church. The first night, 
we lost power and water. Soon the rest of  the city did, too.  
If  this had happened at home, the usual exasperations would 
be thrown around, about how hot it was, and how can we get 
along without a shower and the like. In Reynosa, being with 
our other family was more important to us than trying to find 
ways to be clean and cool. The “problems” weren’t problems 
at all, just experiences to be taken with smiles, laughter 
and minimal complaints. Being in Reynosa and immersing 
ourselves in its aura makes you appreciate where you are and 
who you are with.

This place, these people, these experiences and relationships, 
all continue to be a part of  who I am and strive to be. They are 
the reasons why my heart keeps telling me to return. Reynosa 
reminds me to love harder, share more and give back to all 
God’s children.

Mission To Mexico:
‘LOVE HARDER, SHARE MORE, GIVE BACK’

Ah, Vacation Bible School. That 
sweetest of  summer traditions flourished 
this week as 300 children and 100 
volunteers of  all ages came to church for 
four days of  learning, service, fellowship 
and tons of  fun. This year’s theme is 
Hero Central – Discover Your Strength In 
God. From art to Bible study to an ultra-
cool scavenger hunt, VBS once more 
touched young hearts with the love of  
Christ, and the joy of  growing deeper 
in faith. Thanks to volunteer Maggie 
Bowling for capturing these snapshots.

Scenes from Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme is Hero Central.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.
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• FAMILY WORSHIP SUMMER While Sunday School for 
elementary children and youth takes a Sabbath rest for the 
summer, a special welcome is extended to children of  all ages 
to attend worship. If  desired, worship care is still available for 
children who have not yet entered kindergarten. Remember, 
in summer, some adult Sunday School classes take a respite, as 
does Sunday School for youth.

• LEMONADE ON THE LAWN The summer tradition 
returns to the lawn on the Queens Road side. From 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. (times are subject to change, watch your worship 
bulletin) each Sunday during summer, join us for lemonade, 
cookies and fellowship and learn about a church ministry. The 
gathering moves to the Parish Life lobby in bad weather.

• JOIN THE SUMMER CHOIR Everyone from sixth grade 
up regardless of  experience is invited to sing in the Summer 
Choir at the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service from July 9 to 
August 6. Gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those 
Sundays for coffee, donuts and fellowship, then rehearse at 
10:15 a.m. before the service. You can participate on any or all 
Sundays. To learn more, reach Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 
or nancy@mpumc.org.

• RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember these magic 
words: Not having to park. The Sunday shuttle bus service runs 
continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church 
and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn Avenue, making it easy to get to and from worship. 
Enjoy, too, the fellowship with fellow riders.

• SUMMER BOOK STUDY Duke Divinity School summer 
intern Sarah Wheatley will lead a book study on The Good and 
Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith on Mondays from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. June 26 to July 31 (no class July 3) in Room 108 
of  the Parish Life Building. Books are available for $25 at 
the Goodness Gracious! gift shop. Sarah shares: “God wants 
me to try harder. God is always a little angry at me. Sound 
familiar? How would our lives and spiritual practices look if  
we truly believed God is good, generous and trustworthy? Join 
us as we examine the sometimes false narratives we believe 
about God and test them alongside the God that Jesus reveals 
in the Gospels.” To sign up, e-mail Sarah at swheatley@
mpumc.org. 

• THE CHURCH AND MENTAL HEALTH Charlotte’s 
Beth Purdy will share her story of  overcoming bipolar 
depression, and the need for the faith community to reach 
out to those suffering from mental illness, at 10:00 a.m. 
Friday, June 23, at Myers Park Baptist Church, 1900 Queens 
Road. The free program is open to laity, clergy and all 
who are interested in helping society overcome the stigma 
associated with this illness. The program is hosted by the 
Faith Communicators networking group, sponsored by the 
Communications Team at our church. Details: Ken Garfield 
at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

• JOIN KENYA ZOE TRIP: Travel to Maua, Kenya, with 
our mission team from January 30 to February 8, 2018, 
to meet and journey alongside children of  our two Hope 
Companion groups in the ZOE Kenya program. ZOE 
helps empower orphaned children to provide for themselves 
in some of  the world’s poorest situations. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/zoe or reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at 
nathan@mpumc.org.

• YOUNG ADULTS, MEET THE PASTORS A special 
summer series for all young adults: Get to know your 
clergy at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of  each month 
at Leroy Fox, 705 S. Sharon Amity Road in the Cotswold 
neighborhood. Light hors d’oeuvres will be served. On 
July 11, Barbara Barden and Parker Haynes will share 
conversation. On August 8, meet Melanie Dobson and 
Nathan Arledge. Registration is required. Reach Director of  
Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at 704-295-4803 or 
jessica@mpumc.org.

• CAREGIVERS A Caregivers Support Group meets each 
month or so, offering the chance to share joys and challenges 
with others walking the same path. The next meeting is at 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 11, in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building. To learn more, reach Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 
704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• CENTERING PRAYER All are welcome to join in 
Centering Prayers Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to noon in 
Francis Chapel. This practice moves us from prayer focused 
on talking to God to one in which we rest and listen for 
God. Staff  and lay leaders in the Faith Formation Ministry 
will lead the weekly sessions.



Church member Laurie Anne Walden introduces us to Maddie Brenner 
and her youthful embrace of  the cause of  racial reconciliation.

Maddie Brenner, 15, is a rising sophomore at Myers Park 
High School, and the daughter of  Matthew and Chris 

Brenner. She recently participated in 
the Pass The Peace dinners. These unique 
gatherings have brought together 
members of  all ages from Myers Park and 
St. Mark’s United Methodist churches to 
share a meal and conversation with police 
officers. The hope is to begin to heal 
some of  the racial tension that exists 
here, and most everywhere – tensions 
that have seemingly deepened since the 
Charleston church massacre and then  
racial unrest in Charlotte.

Over dinner at Rooster’s one evening, Maddie and her group 
chatted about police work and the importance of  breaking 
barriers. Maddie was impressed by the officers’ dedication to 
their jobs. Their work sounded scary sometimes, she said, but 
they are clearly driven by the desire to serve their community. 
She’s never had a negative impression of  the police. After the 
dinner, her view of  them was even more favorable.

As for tearing down barriers, Maddie said, “I don’t think it 
matters what occupation you have or what the color of  your 
skin is.” In her eyes, getting to know other people helps break 
down stereotypes. “You need to just meet them, and you’ll find 
out that you like them and that you’ve made new friends.” 

Church member Ron Knape, who has helped organize the 
dinners, says Rooster’s owner Jim Noble is an enthusiastic 
supporter. Plans are in the works to broaden the involvement 
of  Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police and other houses of  worship. 
To learn more about the dinners and get involved, reach Ron at 
ronknape@icloud.com. Also, visit www.myersparkumc.org/race 
to learn about other racial reconciliation efforts at our church, 
or to share an idea.

According to Maddie, the Pass the Peace experience showed 
her the value of  forging friendships with people of  different 
backgrounds. “I think it’s changed me a little bit. The way I see 
the world, we should all just come together, because what’s the 
point of  getting in fights, really?”

Pass The Peace Dinners:
‘What’s The Point Of  Getting In Fights, Really?’

Maddie Brenner

Pass The Peace dinners brought members of  Myers Park and St. 
Marks United Methodist churches together to share a meal.

Summer intern Sarah Wheatley joined a team of  eight from our church 
at the weeklong Duke Divinity School Institute for Reconciliation in 
Durham. She shares the experience.

For Professor Edgardo Colón-Emeric, 
reconciliation is like tuning a guitar. 

First, you tune the E string. This is our 
relationship with God. If  your E string is 
out of  tune, the others will be as well. His 
image suggests that worship is a necessary 
foundation for any acts of  reconciliation. 

At the Institute for Reconciliation, our 
worship together was itself  an experience 
of  reconciliation. Three musicians led 
us in worship – two of  whom sang 

from wheelchairs, one of  whom was 
nonverbal.“He knows my name, He knows every thought, He sees each 

tear that falls, and hears me when I call.” If  I had been singing alone, 
these words may have warmed my heart. But sitting across 
from a man who could not express himself  through words, 
I witnessed unbelievable confidence in the truth that God 
understood his worship and prayer. 

Throughout the week, worship was influenced by who else was 
in the room. Psalm 13, asking “How long, O Lord?,” spoke to the 
reality of  a mother who wondered when black history would 
ever change. I could not read “Blessed is the man who remains 
steadfast under trial” (James 1:12) without lamenting with my 
Muslim teacher – a father who checks the news each morning to 
see if  his child will face scrutiny that day based on the previous 
night’s world events. 

It wasn’t just a nice experience to worship with people different 
than myself. It changed my worship. The lives of  my neighbors 
helped me tune my E string to God rather than myself. 

In Pursuit Of  Reconciliation, 
Tune The E String To God

Sarah Wheatley



By Ken Garfield

We’re about to make more beautiful music together.

The church has purchased a pipe organ for Francis Chapel, to 
be installed and ready for play this autumn, hopefully in time 
for Advent. As Director of  Music Jimmy Jones shares, it will 
replace the organ he bought off  Craigslist and practiced on in 
his living room when he lived in Winston-Salem.

Francis Chapel had always been slated to have a top-notch 
organ.  When our church learned that a gentleman in Ashland, 
Kentucky, needed to sell the organ he had built for his home, 
Jimmy and Music Associate Nicolas Haigh drove up, test-
played it and set the deal in motion. The two-year-old organ 
will be known as the Walter Ball Memorial Organ, honoring our 
beloved former choirmaster and organist. When the organ 
arrives by truck, Jimmy plans to invite the congregation to 
be here to celebrate, and to carry it in piece (and pipes)   The 
$175,000 project is being paid for by the church’s Wesley 
Foundation and a grant from the Lucille P. and Edward C. 
Giles Foundation. The congregation has an opportunity to 
participate by making a gift to the project (specifically, the 
organ’s upfit), perhaps in honor of  a loved one. Donations 
ranging from $100 to $15,000 will support specific parts of  the 
instrument (console, keys and the like). Donors’ names will be 
included in a dedication book. Those interested in participating 
in any part of  the project can reach Music Ministries’ Brian 
Childers at 704-295-4806 or brian@mpumc.org or Nicolas 
Haigh at nic@mpumc.org.

Some other details: The organ will sound forth at weddings, 
funerals, preschool worship and other chapel gatherings. 
Jimmy envisions organizing chamber music series and other 

special events for the congregation and community. The organ 
has 1,000 pipes, the largest 16 feet tall. By comparison, the 
Sanctuary organ has 6,000 pipes. The pipes will go on the wall 
above the entrance to Francis Chapel. You’ll be able to walk in, 
turn around, look up and be wowed. The console will go in the 
front of  the chapel. Once installed, Jimmy says, it will make 
beautiful music for up to 75 years.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
John Saunders Morrison, father of  Tom Morrison and Bill 
Morrison, who died on June 2, 2017. Betty Jean Shaffer Golmont, 
mother of  Joel Golmont, who died on June 4, 2017. Rosann 
Jean, sister of  Robin Hearn, who died on June 5, 2017. Shirley 
F. McBeth, mother of  Mark McBeth, who died on June 9, 2017.

Weddings
Natalie Grace “Gracie” Blackburn and Matthew James Evans, 
married on June 10, 2017, at the church. Kasey Spence and Luke 
Beeson, married on June 17, 2017, at the church.

VBS Rocks (As Usual)...

FRANCIS CHAPEL GETTING A 
NEW (GENTLY USED) ORGAN

Music Associate Nicolas Haigh test-plays the organ.

Jaeger Parsons, 19, was part of  the team that 
traveled to Reynosa, Mexico, to work with Faith 
Ministries. A rising sophomore at UNC-Chapel 
Hill, she grew up in our church and is the daughter 
of  Dave and Louise Parsons. She looks back here 
on the experience.

Last month, I took my third trip to Mexico. As the years go 
by, I have come to realize some very special things about 
Reynosa and those with whom we work. While our verbal 
communication can be an obstacle, a bond can always be 
formed through one simple act – a smile.

A genuine smile imparts a person’s happiness unto others. A 
big, toothy smile makes both eyes crinkle up, revealing the 
large heart that lies within. Overcoming the language barrier 
can be done with an act as freeing as a smile, reflecting our 
love for each other, for Christ and for serving.

This past visit, we stayed at the complex, where we enjoyed 
our meals and daily devotions in the church. The first night, 
we lost power and water. Soon the rest of  the city did, too.  
If  this had happened at home, the usual exasperations would 
be thrown around, about how hot it was, and how can we get 
along without a shower and the like. In Reynosa, being with 
our other family was more important to us than trying to find 
ways to be clean and cool. The “problems” weren’t problems 
at all, just experiences to be taken with smiles, laughter 
and minimal complaints. Being in Reynosa and immersing 
ourselves in its aura makes you appreciate where you are and 
who you are with.

This place, these people, these experiences and relationships, 
all continue to be a part of  who I am and strive to be. They are 
the reasons why my heart keeps telling me to return. Reynosa 
reminds me to love harder, share more and give back to all 
God’s children.

Mission To Mexico:
‘LOVE HARDER, SHARE MORE, GIVE BACK’

Ah, Vacation Bible School. That 
sweetest of  summer traditions flourished 
this week as 300 children and 100 
volunteers of  all ages came to church for 
four days of  learning, service, fellowship 
and tons of  fun. This year’s theme is 
Hero Central – Discover Your Strength In 
God. From art to Bible study to an ultra-
cool scavenger hunt, VBS once more 
touched young hearts with the love of  
Christ, and the joy of  growing deeper 
in faith. Thanks to volunteer Maggie 
Bowling for capturing these snapshots.

Scenes from Vacation Bible School. This year’s theme is Hero Central.



JIMMY JONES ON SABBATICAL

LOVE, AND LOAVES & FISHES 

Director of  Music Jimmy Jones is off  on 
a sabbatical, a mix of  family time, music 

and travel meant to recharge body and soul.

Jimmy, 34, is in his eighth year of  leading 
and growing our music ministry. The Music 
Ministries staff  will ably fill in until his return 
on Tuesday, September 5. While he is gone, 
the staff  and congregation unite in wishing 
him an exhilarating time away.

Jimmy’s plan? He’ll spend two weeks with 
his parents and other family at their home in 
Broadway in eastern North Carolina. “I told 
my mom I was coming home for two weeks,” 
he says. “She was so thrilled.” On July 1, he 
leaves for Oxford University in England, 
one of  six conductors chosen to attend the 
10-day Choral Institute in that picturesque 
city. He’ll study with master conductors and 
conduct rehearsals with the famed choir 
from Westminster Choir College. While 
in Europe, he’ll participate in daily prayer 
services and Evensong at Durham Cathedral 
in Durham England, and take a scouting trip 
to Edinburgh and Iona Abbey on the Isle 
of  Iona off  the Scottish coast before the 
Chancel Choir’s journey there in the summer 
of  2018.

There’s more: He plans to visit other churches 
to see how their music ministries operate. He 

hopes to convert his entire music library to  
digital files. He’ll study the liturgical calendar 
in search of  new ideas, and work with various 
organ teachers around the region. He’s 
looking forward to visiting Robert’s family in 
Greenville, S.C. He plans to come home even 
more energized (if  that’s possible) to sing 
God’s praises.

“I’m sad I’m not going to be here,” Jimmy 
says. “But I’m taking the sabbatical so I can 
recharge and give the church even more. This 
is my home.”

Turn inside for exciting news about an organ coming 
to Francis Chapel.

You go, girl, again. Our 
own Harriette Thompson, 
age 94, became the oldest 
person to finish a 13.1-
mile race when she ran 
the San Diego Rock ‘n’ 
Half  Marathon in 3 hours, 
42 minutes 56 seconds. 
She was already the oldest 
woman to run a full 
marathon. This time, she 
was accompanied by sons 
Brenny and Sydnor and 
other family members, 
and raised $12,000 for the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society. As if  she’s not 
inspiration enough, 
Harriette’s a cancer 
survivor. As she told The 
Observer afterward, “I felt 
wonderful.”
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares 
another Jubilee Plus! story, and how our outreach 
fund takes our love near and far.

We might think of  giving to our 
neighbors through Jubilee Plus! more 

often at Christmas than at other times of  the 
year. But our community partners need our 
support all year long.

Summer is tough for Loaves & Fishes. The 
food pantry struggles to bridge the gap for 
families whose children are home and hungry 
for three meals a day until school is back in 
session. Sue Bruce at Loaves & Fishes says 
the food pantry expects to provide a week’s 
worth of  groceries for 8,000 children this 
summer. In addition, many families face 
higher summer costs for necessities such as 
child care and utilities. And donations are 
down, with so many of  us away on vacation. 
Funds provided by our church are used 
to buy perishable food items such as eggs, 
cheese, yogurt, fresh meat, bread and tortillas.

Without the community’s help, people suffer. 
“No food, especially for your kids, that is the 

scariest,” said one mom. “Loaves & Fishes 
was a breather to help get me through.”

In 2016, our church extended more than $1 
million in Jubilee Plus! grants to our partner 
agencies. We want to do that every year, but 
are slightly behind last year’s pace. We hope 
you will respond accordingly. Your gift to 
the Jubilee Plus! second-mile fund throughout 
the year helps us make Christ’s love tangible 
to families who need it, whether through 
food, shelter, education or job training. Give 
to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/
jubileeplus or write a check to the church 
with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church. To 
learn more about Loaves & Fishes, visit www.
loavesandfishes.org.

• Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones updates us on The 100K 
Dream: “Through the end of  May, we had reached 17,832 
hours toward The 100K Dream. Summer brings many 
opportunities to serve – especially for children and youth 
who have started their school break. With strong summer 
and Thanksgiving/Christmas seasons, we’re confident 
we can reach the goal of  serving 100,000 hours with 
our neighbors in Charlotte and around the world. Share 
your hours and the stories of  those you meet (including 
from earlier this year) by e-mailing them to 100kdream@
mpumc.org, or filling out the pew card and dropping it 
into the offering plate.”

• Freedom School has begun, welcoming 1,200 young 
scholars to 16 Charlotte sites, all focused on reading, 

character-building and preventing summer learning loss. 
Our church is hosting its 11th Freedom School through 
July 28 at Sedgefield Elementary School. Opportunities 
to help include chaperoning an outing, reading with a 
scholar and helping with an afternoon activity – each 
activity  blessed by the chance to build a relationship 
with a young person. Serve once or many times, whether 
you’re a veteran of  the ministry or a rookie. High 
school students (those who have finished ninth grade) 
are encouraged to serve. So are middle schoolers, with 
an adult. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/freedom-
school. Details: Ellen Underwood at ecunderw@
bellsouth.net.

100K DREAM, FREEDOM SCHOOL

Jimmy and his mom, Judy.
• High fives to church members Anita McIntosh and Mary 

Katherine Vass for bringing home several swimming 
medals and ribbons from the Senior Games National 
Finals in Birmingham, Ala. Competing in various events 
in the Age 80-84 division, Anita earned one bronze medal 
and three ribbons while Mary Katherine captured two 
gold and one silver medal and two ribbons.

• A committee is working to educate the congregation 
about the importance of  planned giving for our church. 
A planned gift in any form, whether through a will, estate 
or other form, goes to the church’s Wesley Foundation, 
which focuses on preserving the beauty of  the campus 
and buildings while supporting outreach. For more on 
planned giving, reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. Those who 

have already listed the church or Wesley Foundation in 
their will or estate plans should notify Saribeth.

• Turn to www.wnccumc.org for news from the Annual 
Conference of  the Western North Carolina Conference 
of  The United Methodist Church. The annual gathering 
– a blend of  church business, worship and fellowship – is 
Thursday through Sunday, June 22-25, at Lake Junaluska 
in the N.C. mountains. This year’s theme is Go & Baptize 
The World. Among the highlights for our congregation: 
Revs. Parker Haynes and Sarah Howell, daughter of  Dr. 
James and Lisa Howell, are being ordained elders.

TWO WINNERS, PLANNED GIVING




