
FOUR JOURNEYS…

A Family Worship Summer
‘GOD LOVES EACH OF US, 

BIG AND SMALL’

Camp Tekoa Family Weekend
Jennifer Ricketts and her family were among 23 
families who enjoyed the annual church weekend 
at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains. Jennifer 
reflects on the fellowship, rest and rejuvenation.

After making excuses for not going in 
the past, our family gave it a go this 

Memorial Day weekend. What a wonderful 
time to spend as a church family! The kids 
loved everything about it – hiking, zip lines, 
swimming, sleeping in cabins, a campfire 
and s’mores. But it was also a peaceful time 
for the adults. Being away and getting to 
enjoy our children and friends was a gift. 
Worshiping together while we listened to 
the leaves rustle and the birds chirp brought 
a peace to our souls. As we ate breakfast 
Sunday morning, I noticed a Bible verse 
on the napkin holder on the table. Matthew 

11:28 Come to me, all you that are weary and 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Camp Tekoa gave us all a rest from the 
hustle and bustle of  our everyday lives.

Add your passionate 
voice to the Summer 
Choir: Everyone from 
sixth grade up regardless 
of  experience is invited 
to sing in the Summer 
Choir at the 11:00 
a.m. Sanctuary service 
from July 9 to August 
6. Gather in the Choir 
Room at 10:00 a.m. on 
those Sundays for coffee, 
donuts and fellowship, 
then rehearse at 10:15 
a.m. before the service. 
You can participate on 
any or all Sundays. To 
learn more, reach Nancy 
Hamff  at 704-295-4831 
or nancy@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Director of  Worship & The Arts Megan Argabrite 
shares a special summer worship initiative. To 
learn more, you can reach her at 704-295-4808 or 
MeganA@mpumc.org.

On Sunday, June 11, we begin our 
Family Worship Summer at Myers Park 

United Methodist 
Church. As Sunday 
School for children 
and youth takes a 
Sabbath rest, we will 
worship together 
as the full body of  
Christ. 

What’s the point?

As adults, we know 
that worship is 

essential to faith. If  it’s true for us, it’s true 
for children. When kids aren’t with us in 
worship, they miss out on a key piece of  
learning to be disciples. And it’s not just 
them. We miss out, too. With a child near us, 
we become guides and partners, and we get 
to receive that unquestioning love children 
are so good at offering. Children bring joy, 
freshness and innocence, blessing us all.

How do we do this?

If  you don’t have a child worshiping with 
you, you still have a role to play. Getting to 
know a child and their family in worship is 
one way to live into the baptismal covenant 
to surround that family with Christ’s 
community of  love and forgiveness. Smile 
and speak to them. Ask a girl what her name 
is. Ask a boy how old he is. Help them find 
a blue worship bag. Offer to share a hymnal 
with a child. When families with children feel 
welcomed by God’s people in worship, they 
learn of  the radical hospitality of  God.

If  you are a caregiver, be enthusiastic about 
worship ahead of  time. On your way in, 
pick up a blue worship bag to help children 
engage and follow the service. Sit close to the 
front so your children can see. Welcome their 
questions. If  they are curious about worship, 
they aren’t misbehaving. They are meeting 
God in a new way. If  you need to get up 
and walk with a child, that’s OK. And if  you 
decide it’s best for your young child, there is 
always worship care for little ones who have 
not yet begun kindergarten.

God promises to be with us in ever-changing 
ways. Let’s step into that promise with joy 
and trust in a God who loves each one of  us, 
big and small.

• A big, beautiful church tradition: Vacation Bible 
School is June 19-22, welcoming 300 children and 100 
volunteers for learning, service, fellowship and fun. 
This year’s theme is Hero Central – Discover Your Strength 
In God. Children will participate in art, recreation, Bible 
knowledge and a churchwide scavenger hunt. They’ll also 
make snacks for Freedom School and learn about the church 
partnership with ZOE in Kenya. Fourth- and fifth-
graders will serve in local agencies, including Charlotte 
Green, Aldersgate, Baby Bundles and Crisis Assistance Ministry. 
Each day, children will donate food for Loaves & Fishes 
and money for ZOE. Questions? Reach Director of  
Children’s Ministries Sarah Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org 
or Jennifer Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com.

• The Western North Carolina Conference of  The United 
Methodist Church holds its Annual Conference June 
22-25 at Lake Junaluska in the N.C. mountains west of  
Asheville. This year’s theme is Go & Baptize The World. 
Among the proposals set for discussion: Building a new 
Conference office building in Huntersville. Big news with 
Myers Park United Methodist connections: Revs. Parker 
Haynes and Sarah Howell, daughter of  Dr. James and 
Lisa Howell, are being ordained elders. Follow all the 
news at www.wnccumc.org.

VBS, ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Megan Argabrite

A family photo: Matt, Jennifer, Will (9) 
and Ben (6).

Continued Inside...

• Remember, our ministry partners’ work is made possible 
by giving through the church’s Jubilee Plus! year-round 
outreach fund. Make an impact on a world in need 
by giving to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/
jubileeplus or with a check made to the church with Jubilee 
Plus! in the memo line.

• Celebrating more college graduates: Ian Campbell, 
son of  Clair and Kevin Campbell and big brother of  
Anna, graduates from Full Sail University in Winter Park, 
Fla., with a Bachelor of  Arts degree in Music Business. 
He’s pursuing a career in songwriting and live music 
performance.

• Heads up, no Hymns & Hot Dogs hymn sing this summer.

• A story about pianist Kitty Johnson that ran in the 
Cornerstone dated May 10 told of  Kitty’s friendship with 
the wrong Marie. It was actually Marie Eppley (not Marie 
Pearce, though she’s sweet, too) who took a special liking 
to Kitty and connected her with the other ladies who knit 
prayer shawls and baby blankets. “I just think Kitty is the 
neatest person,” says Marie (Eppley).

• As the congregation works to serve 100,000 hours in the 
community in 2017 while deepening relationships with 
neighbors, a reminder about The 100K Dream: Record 
your hours by filling out the card in the pew rack and 
Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering plate, or by 
e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.

GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!, 100K DREAM



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Delilah Virginia Williamson, mother of  Stacey Perrow and 
grandmother of  Hugh and Virginia Perrow, who died on 
May 9, 2017. Vinson Edward “Vins” McElhannon, former staff  
member and husband of  Cyndy McElhannon, who died on 
May 18, 2017. Lope Max Diaz II, husband of  Jen Diaz and 
father of  Adam Diaz, who died on May 24, 2017. Irma Aboy 
Turner, mother of  Carmie Lipe and grandmother of  John Lipe 
and Molly Taylor, who died on May 24, 2017.

Babies
Benjamin Hawkins Nadeau, son of  Kerry and Jay Nadeau and 
grandson of  Barry and Laura Peterson, born on February 23, 
2017.

Weddings
Diana Searle and Colin Ruffer, married on May 20, 2017, at the 
church. Anna Smith and Perry Case, married on June 3, 2017, at 
the church.

MEET THE SUMMER INTERNS

FOUR JOURNEYS…
Mepkin Abbey Silent Retreat
Lennie Washington was part of  a group of  12 that shared a weekend 
silent retreat at Mepkin Abbey, a community of  Roman Catholic monks 
north of  Charleston. They joined in the liturgy of  the hours (seven times 
of  prayer a day), practiced solitude, walked, read and reflected. Lennie 
shares the experience.

There is irony in trying to put into words the nature of  
our two days of  silence at Mepkin Abbey. I expected a 

rigid religious structure, but found hospitality and inclusion. 
I expected to be bored with my own thoughts and internal 
dialogue, but found that God is not limited by my mind. He 
surprised me in how He can use the beauty and serenity of  a 
physical place to reach my deepest spiritual need and touch 
my heart with His love. I was sure I’d be stifled by not being 
able to talk and to share what I was experiencing with my 
companions. But I found that silence enables reverence for 
God. When the goal is to put God first, everything else is a 
beautiful gift. Even silence.

The Choir Trip To New York
Chancel Choir member (and Local Missions Coordinator) Megan Jones 
reports on the recent trip to New York.

The Chancel Choir and Myers Park Bells returned on 
Memorial Day from a wonderful trip to Atlantic City, N.J., 

and New York City, 65 of  us in all. In Atlantic City, Jimmy 
Jones and Nicolas Haigh played a recital on the world’s largest 
pipe organ, located in historic Boardwalk Hall. In New York, 
the entire group performed Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man: A 
Mass For Peace, part of  Riverside Church’s Beyond The Dream 
series marking Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Beyond Vietnam 
speech from their pulpit 50 years ago this year. 

Just as important as presenting this powerful piece of  music 
was the chance to grow in fellowship together. At the farewell 
dinner, all shared what the trip meant to them. Over and over, 
people spoke of  love and family. We are so fortunate to be 
part of  a group that not only makes beautiful music together, 
but also loves one another as family. Trips like this one become 
part of  our family history, part of  the journey that propels us 
forward as we sing the whole church through joy, sorrow, tears 
and laughter. 

Props to Brian Childers, our Director of  Music for Children and Youth. 
He and his wife, Keely, and his daughter, Hannah, rented a 15-passenger 
van, removed three rows of  seats and drove equipment to New York – 
bells, tables, covers, music, chimes, percussion equipment, a speaker and a 
riser. The drive took 12 hours each way, 1,500 miles in all.

Pilgrimage To Israel
Dr. Howell and Rev. Parker Haynes led a pilgrimage to Israel. Parker 
reflects on the experience.

Our pilgrimage to Israel ranks at the top of  my life-
changing experiences. The Holy Land is unparalleled 

in history, archeology, religious meaning and culture. Seeing 
Calvary where Jesus was crucified, the empty tomb and the 
Wailing Wall are some of  the most moving experiences of  
one’s lifetime. Just to be in a place where Jesus once walked, 
taught, preached, healed, cried and suffered is powerful. We 
had a wonderful group of  people, 37 in all, who traveled to 
Israel. We will always share that experience together. 

Continued From Front Page...

From left: Silent Retreat at Mepkin Abbey, members of  the choir in New York, and Rev. Parker Haynes leading a service of  Baptism Renewal 
at the Jordan River, the traditonal place of  Jesus’ baptism by John.

Bailey Caudle, 21, Missions 
School: University of  South Carolina, Senior. 
Hometown: Charlotte.

FAVORITES 
Restaurant: Carolina Soda Shoppe. 
TV Show: Bones. 
Sports Team: Gamecocks women’s 
basketball. 
Book: Nancy Drew series. 
Hymn: Come Thou Fount.
Looking Forward To: Learning more 
about the logistics of  missions, and the 
many perspectives regarding missions. 

I’m hopeful this internship will help me to discern my calling 
within missions, human rights and social justice.
Thoughts On Faith: My faith is centered around love. I 
know I am loved by God, and I strive to share that with others 
through missions.

Connor Funderburk, 19, South Tryon Church 
School: Wofford, Sophomore. 
Hometown: Charlotte.

FAVORITES:  
TV Show: The Office.  
Sports Team:Carolina Panthers.  
Book: Gumption. 
Worship Song: Light the Fire.
Looking Forward To: Gaining ministerial 
knowledge and experience this summer. 
Thoughts On Faith: My faith gives me 
strength and courage. 

Kate Stuart, 19, Children/Youth Ministries 
School: UNC-Chapel Hill, Rising Sophomore. 
Hometown: Charlotte.

FAVORITES: 
Restaurant: Cabos/any Mexican cuisine.  
TV Show: Gilmore Girls.  
Sports Team: No. 1 fan of  Tar Heel 
basketball team. 
Book: Franny and Zooey. 
Worship Song: Oceans (Where Feet May 
Fail)

Looking Forward To: Finally getting the opportunity to give 
back to a church that has been so important to me throughout 
my life. Whether it’s the late-night devotions shared on a 
mission trip or the songs learned in Vacation Bible School, the 
summer memories made within this church community were 
life-changing for me. I feel very lucky that I can share that with 
the youth here.

Thoughts On Faith: Faith, to me, is the action of  
surrendering control and fully investing myself  in the larger, 
unknown plan that God has for me.

Sarah Wheatley, 22, Duke Divinity School Intern  
Hometown: Northville, Michigan.

FAVORITES: 
Restaurant: Panera.  
TV Show: Modern Family. 
Sports Team: Cleveland Indians.  
Book: From Generation to Generation.   
Hymn Or Worship Song: It Is Well. 

Looking Forward To: Learning from the 
ministers here – including members of  
the church. And hopefully spending time 

imagining what faith looks like for children.

Thoughts On Faith: It’s the call to serve someone much 
greater than myself.

Sarah Yoss, 20, Youth Ministries 
School: Presbyterian College, Senior. 
Hometown: Peachtree City, Georgia.

FAVORITES: 
TV Show: The Flash. 
Sports Team: Atlanta Falcons. 
Book: To Kill a Mockingbird or Redeeming 
Love. 
Hymn Or Worship Song: It is Well.

Looking Forward To: Discerning the call 
of  the Lord on my life and being able to 
aid our youth in faith formation.

Thoughts On Faith: My faith is the lens through which I 
see the world on a daily basis. It is my unshakable foundation 
when life gets messy. 



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

June 7, 2017
• PLANNED GIVING A committee has been formed to 

educate the congregation about the importance of  planned 
giving for Myers Park United Methodist. A planned gift in any 
form, whether through a will, estate or other form, goes to 
the church’s Wesley Foundation, which focuses on preserving 
the beauty of  the campus and buildings while supporting 
outreach. For more on planned giving, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org. Those who have already listed the church or 
Wesley Foundation in their will or estate plans are encouraged 
to notify Saribeth.

• YOUNG ADULTS, MEET THE PASTORS A special 
summer series for all young adults: Get to know your clergy at 
7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of  each month at Leroy Fox, 
705 S. Sharon Amity Road in the Cotswold neighborhood. 
Light hors d’oeuvres will be served. The schedule: On June 
13, chat with James Howell and Bill Roth. On July 11, Barbara 
Barden and Parker Haynes will share conversation and 
fellowship. On August 8, meet Melanie Dobson and Nathan 
Arledge. Registration is required. There are a limited number 
of  spots. Reach Director of  Young Adults Ministries Jessica 
Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org.

• WANT TO BE A GREETER? Greeters on Sunday 
morning help make our church as welcoming as possible by 
answering questions and helping people get where they’re 
going. Want to be a greeter? Reach Rob and Julie Dellibovi at 
robertandjulieann@gmail.com. This initiative springs from our 
Step, Jump, Leap initiative.

• SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS A Caregivers Support 
Group meets each month or so, offering the chance to share 
joys and challenges with others walking the same path. The 
next meeting is at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 11, in Room 105 
of  the Parish Life Building. To learn more, reach Parish Nurse 
Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• CENTERING PRAYER All are welcome to join in 
Centering Prayers Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to noon in 
Francis Chapel. This practice moves us from prayer focused 
on talking to God to one in which we rest and listen for God. 
Staff  and lay leaders in the Faith Formation Ministry will lead 
the weekly sessions.

• SERVE WITH FREEDOM SCHOOL Sign up to 
volunteer at Freedom School, the summer program for 
90 students running from June 19 to July 28 at Sedgefield 
Elementary School. Chaperone an outing, read with a 
scholar, help with an afternoon activity and more. Serve once 
or many times. High school students who have finished ninth 
grade are welcome. So are middle schoolers, to serve beside 
an adult. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/serve. To learn 
more, reach Ellen Underwood at ecunderw@bellsouth.net.

• CONFIRMATION OPPORTUNITY Next year, we 
will offer an adapted Confirmation curriculum in a shorter 
session for students in Grades 7-12 with special learning 
needs. To learn more, reach Meredith Starling at 704-
277-1552 or starlinm@bellsouth.net or Amy Thomas at 
amymoorethomas@me.com.

• EARLY MORNING BIBLE STUDY All are invited to 
join the long-running, close-knit Napa Bible study group 
that meets from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays at Napa on 
Providence at 110 Perrin Place across the street from church. 
Breakfast is free. So is the Bible study and fellowship. Details: 
Ryan Blalock at 704-851-1115.

• ST. FRANCIS PILGRIMAGE Join Dr. Howell as he 
leads a trip to Italy October 8-18 to walk in the footsteps 
of  St. Francis of  Assisi. The group will fly directly to Rome 
and visit several destinations central to the life of  this 
revered religious figure. Learn about the pilgrimage at www.
revjameshowell.blogspot.com or reach our Senior Pastor at 
james@mpumc.org. Deadline to sign up is July 10.

• PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Register rising second- 
through eighth-graders online at www.myersparkumc.org for 
the annual music camp. Down By The Creek Bank is 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. July 31 to August 4. Details: Nancy Hamff  at 
nancy@mpumc.org.

• SPIRITUAL LIFE RETREAT Register for the Adults 
Plus! Spiritual Life Retreat October 4-6 to Lake Junaluska. 
Church member Mark Edwards will lead a study on The 
Revelation Of  John. Registration brochures are around the 
campus and at www.myersparkumc.org/senior-adults. Reach 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.



For Father’s Day, June 18, church member Dee Bailey shares this 
beautiful story.

It is with gratitude to God that I am able to write this story 
about how my husband, Bruce Bailey, 63, became a first-

time parent at age 60.

Some background: Our son, Jordan, is my adult son 
Brad’s nephew by marriage. From the time Jordan 
was eight months old, Bruce and I took care of  him 
a few weekends each month, trying to help his single 
mother. When Jordan was four, his older brother was 
stricken with liver cancer and underwent a transplant. 
He survived and thrived, thanks to doctors and nurses at 
Levine Children’s Hospital, and lots of  prayers. During 
this ordeal, Jordan lived with us.

As time progressed, it grew clear that Jordan’s living 
situation was unstable. Thankfully, a wise judge saw 
beyond our ages, and made Jordan’s best interests the 
priority. We received permanent custody in 2015. So 
began Bruce’s new life as a full-time father.

Bruce’s only experience in this area was being a 
wonderful stepfather to my 47-year-old son, Brad, and 
a loving uncle to six nieces and nephews. I wondered 
how Bruce would react to the challenges of  everyday 
parenting. He is awesome, and the bond between Bruce 
and Jordan grows stronger each day.

Jordan is eight now. There’s Cub Scouts, soccer, 
basketball, ukulele lessons, swim lessons, church 
activities, biking…the list goes on. Has our life changed? 
You bet it has. It is better because of  this little guy. It is 
truly a bright world when you see things afresh through 
a child’s eyes.

Bruce still travels a lot with his job as National Sales 
Manager for Proferro NV, a Belgian manufacturing 
company. But he makes up for missed time when he is 
home, embracing his share of  parenting duties.  For that, 
I am so grateful.

When Jordan came to live with us, we were asked, 
“Do you really want to take this on?” Turns out it was 
the best decision we ever made.  My advice to others 
who need to step up for the sake of  a child? Just do it. 
We decided to spend no time thinking about our age, 
but instead embrace each day in hopes of  making a 
difference in Jordan’s life for as long as we can.

God has a plan, and this was it for us.

Happy Father’s Day, Bruce.

Happy Father’s Day, Bruce
Let Me Tell You About A Very Special Dad

Bruce Bailey took the photo of  his son, Jordan, 
amid the rhododendrons at their home.

Father and son, easy riders.

A family portrait: Bruce, Dee and Jordan Bailey.
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part of  our family history, part of  the journey that propels us 
forward as we sing the whole church through joy, sorrow, tears 
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Wailing Wall are some of  the most moving experiences of  
one’s lifetime. Just to be in a place where Jesus once walked, 
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had a wonderful group of  people, 37 in all, who traveled to 
Israel. We will always share that experience together. 
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Book: Nancy Drew series. 
Hymn: Come Thou Fount.
Looking Forward To: Learning more 
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many perspectives regarding missions. 

I’m hopeful this internship will help me to discern my calling 
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Thoughts On Faith: My faith is centered around love. I 
know I am loved by God, and I strive to share that with others 
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mission trip or the songs learned in Vacation Bible School, the 
summer memories made within this church community were 
life-changing for me. I feel very lucky that I can share that with 
the youth here.

Thoughts On Faith: Faith, to me, is the action of  
surrendering control and fully investing myself  in the larger, 
unknown plan that God has for me.

Sarah Wheatley, 22, Duke Divinity School Intern  
Hometown: Northville, Michigan.
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TV Show: Modern Family. 
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Thoughts On Faith: My faith is the lens through which I 
see the world on a daily basis. It is my unshakable foundation 
when life gets messy. 



FOUR JOURNEYS…

A Family Worship Summer
‘GOD LOVES EACH OF US, 

BIG AND SMALL’

Camp Tekoa Family Weekend
Jennifer Ricketts and her family were among 23 
families who enjoyed the annual church weekend 
at Camp Tekoa in the N.C. mountains. Jennifer 
reflects on the fellowship, rest and rejuvenation.

After making excuses for not going in 
the past, our family gave it a go this 

Memorial Day weekend. What a wonderful 
time to spend as a church family! The kids 
loved everything about it – hiking, zip lines, 
swimming, sleeping in cabins, a campfire 
and s’mores. But it was also a peaceful time 
for the adults. Being away and getting to 
enjoy our children and friends was a gift. 
Worshiping together while we listened to 
the leaves rustle and the birds chirp brought 
a peace to our souls. As we ate breakfast 
Sunday morning, I noticed a Bible verse 
on the napkin holder on the table. Matthew 

11:28 Come to me, all you that are weary and 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Camp Tekoa gave us all a rest from the 
hustle and bustle of  our everyday lives.

Add your passionate 
voice to the Summer 
Choir: Everyone from 
sixth grade up regardless 
of  experience is invited 
to sing in the Summer 
Choir at the 11:00 
a.m. Sanctuary service 
from July 9 to August 
6. Gather in the Choir 
Room at 10:00 a.m. on 
those Sundays for coffee, 
donuts and fellowship, 
then rehearse at 10:15 
a.m. before the service. 
You can participate on 
any or all Sundays. To 
learn more, reach Nancy 
Hamff  at 704-295-4831 
or nancy@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Director of  Worship & The Arts Megan Argabrite 
shares a special summer worship initiative. To 
learn more, you can reach her at 704-295-4808 or 
MeganA@mpumc.org.

On Sunday, June 11, we begin our 
Family Worship Summer at Myers Park 

United Methodist 
Church. As Sunday 
School for children 
and youth takes a 
Sabbath rest, we will 
worship together 
as the full body of  
Christ. 

What’s the point?

As adults, we know 
that worship is 

essential to faith. If  it’s true for us, it’s true 
for children. When kids aren’t with us in 
worship, they miss out on a key piece of  
learning to be disciples. And it’s not just 
them. We miss out, too. With a child near us, 
we become guides and partners, and we get 
to receive that unquestioning love children 
are so good at offering. Children bring joy, 
freshness and innocence, blessing us all.

How do we do this?

If  you don’t have a child worshiping with 
you, you still have a role to play. Getting to 
know a child and their family in worship is 
one way to live into the baptismal covenant 
to surround that family with Christ’s 
community of  love and forgiveness. Smile 
and speak to them. Ask a girl what her name 
is. Ask a boy how old he is. Help them find 
a blue worship bag. Offer to share a hymnal 
with a child. When families with children feel 
welcomed by God’s people in worship, they 
learn of  the radical hospitality of  God.

If  you are a caregiver, be enthusiastic about 
worship ahead of  time. On your way in, 
pick up a blue worship bag to help children 
engage and follow the service. Sit close to the 
front so your children can see. Welcome their 
questions. If  they are curious about worship, 
they aren’t misbehaving. They are meeting 
God in a new way. If  you need to get up 
and walk with a child, that’s OK. And if  you 
decide it’s best for your young child, there is 
always worship care for little ones who have 
not yet begun kindergarten.

God promises to be with us in ever-changing 
ways. Let’s step into that promise with joy 
and trust in a God who loves each one of  us, 
big and small.

• A big, beautiful church tradition: Vacation Bible 
School is June 19-22, welcoming 300 children and 100 
volunteers for learning, service, fellowship and fun. 
This year’s theme is Hero Central – Discover Your Strength 
In God. Children will participate in art, recreation, Bible 
knowledge and a churchwide scavenger hunt. They’ll also 
make snacks for Freedom School and learn about the church 
partnership with ZOE in Kenya. Fourth- and fifth-
graders will serve in local agencies, including Charlotte 
Green, Aldersgate, Baby Bundles and Crisis Assistance Ministry. 
Each day, children will donate food for Loaves & Fishes 
and money for ZOE. Questions? Reach Director of  
Children’s Ministries Sarah Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org 
or Jennifer Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com.

• The Western North Carolina Conference of  The United 
Methodist Church holds its Annual Conference June 
22-25 at Lake Junaluska in the N.C. mountains west of  
Asheville. This year’s theme is Go & Baptize The World. 
Among the proposals set for discussion: Building a new 
Conference office building in Huntersville. Big news with 
Myers Park United Methodist connections: Revs. Parker 
Haynes and Sarah Howell, daughter of  Dr. James and 
Lisa Howell, are being ordained elders. Follow all the 
news at www.wnccumc.org.

VBS, ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Megan Argabrite

A family photo: Matt, Jennifer, Will (9) 
and Ben (6).

Continued Inside...

• Remember, our ministry partners’ work is made possible 
by giving through the church’s Jubilee Plus! year-round 
outreach fund. Make an impact on a world in need 
by giving to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/
jubileeplus or with a check made to the church with Jubilee 
Plus! in the memo line.

• Celebrating more college graduates: Ian Campbell, 
son of  Clair and Kevin Campbell and big brother of  
Anna, graduates from Full Sail University in Winter Park, 
Fla., with a Bachelor of  Arts degree in Music Business. 
He’s pursuing a career in songwriting and live music 
performance.

• Heads up, no Hymns & Hot Dogs hymn sing this summer.

• A story about pianist Kitty Johnson that ran in the 
Cornerstone dated May 10 told of  Kitty’s friendship with 
the wrong Marie. It was actually Marie Eppley (not Marie 
Pearce, though she’s sweet, too) who took a special liking 
to Kitty and connected her with the other ladies who knit 
prayer shawls and baby blankets. “I just think Kitty is the 
neatest person,” says Marie (Eppley).

• As the congregation works to serve 100,000 hours in the 
community in 2017 while deepening relationships with 
neighbors, a reminder about The 100K Dream: Record 
your hours by filling out the card in the pew rack and 
Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering plate, or by 
e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org.

GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!, 100K DREAM




