
OUR PARTNERS AT SEDGEFIELD,
EASTER BASKETS AND JUBILEE PLUS!

Planned Giving:
‘PROVIDING A 

MEANINGFUL LEGACY’

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones 
celebrates our church partnership with 
Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, and 
how our Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach makes 
it flourish.

Our ministry partners help extend our 
love to neighbors, here in Charlotte and 
further afield, thanks to your above-
and-beyond giving to Jubilee Plus! Last 
year, about $75,000 from Jubilee Plus! 
was invested in our partner schools, 
Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield 
Middle, to help students reach their full 
potential. We helped with field trips, 
held teacher appreciation events and 
continued our year-round For The Love 
Of  Reading program, pairing students 
with adult reading partners.

Last month, the Ruth Circle, made up 
mostly of  mothers of  young children, 
made Easter baskets for Sedgefield 
students. The baskets were customized 
for older and younger students, and 
included snacks, toys and school 
supplies. What a wonderful way to send 
the children off  for Spring Break.

Thanks for your support of  Jubilee Plus!, 
and commitment to be the hands and 
feet of  Christ in the world. In 2016, 
we were blessed to give more than $1 
million in grants to local and world 
agencies. We hope to do the same 
each year. Support Jubilee Plus! at www.
myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write 
a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! 
on the memo line and put it in the 
offering plate, drop it off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it 
to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207.

Wonderful warmth fills 
the season, and not just 
because it’s Springtime. 
We welcomed church 
preschoolers, family, friends 
and neighbors to fun 
and games at the Spring 
Carnival. We wrapped 
our high school seniors in 
blankets and prayers. We’re 
celebrating news of  our 
college and grad school 
graduates. We’re poised to 
enjoy the Memorial Day 
church weekend at Camp 
Tekoa, Vacation Bible 
School, Summer Fun Days, 
Performing Arts Camp and 
summer mission trips for all 
ages. Who says the family 
of  faith takes a break?
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

YOU, TOO, CAN HEAR STORIES LIKE THIS 
TEACHING SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children’s Ministries is recruiting Sunday School teachers for the Fall, so the Cornerstone thought it would 
share the sort of  tender story you’ll hear when you share God’s love with little ones. Thanks to teacher Kelly 
Smith for letting us know about Scooter. After hearing Grace’s sister, six-year-old Zoë, tell the story to her 
class, Kelly figured the rest of  us would appreciate the innocence in it.

Grace Askew, 11, daughter of  church members Chad and Ashley Askew, is an animal lover. 
Her mom, in fact, calls her an animal whisperer destined to become a vet. When Grace’s 
hermit crab “died,” she put Scooter in a small box and buried him in the backyard. Fast 
forward three weeks. Rover, another Askew hermit crab, dies. Grace decides that Scooter and 
Rover need to rest in peace together, so she digs up the box containing Scooter and opens the 
lid, prepared to place Rover inside. “When she opens the box,” Grace’s mom says, “she sees 
Scooter move.” Huh? The Askews figure they jumped the gun on Scooter’s demise, and that 
he survived on rainwater and the bugs they found crawling inside the box.

One more thing: The day they dug up the box and found Scooter alive?

It was Easter Sunday.
Zoë, Grace and Scooter. 
Photo by Ashley Askew.

By Meg McElwain

I love Myers Park United Methodist Church. 
The ministers, staff  and members have 
offered prayer, support and friendship 
during good and bad times in my life. Our 
Music Ministry is world-class, and I often 
become emotional when I worship in our 
breathtaking Sanctuary.

I’ve made many close friends in our church. 
My son, Frank, has flourished in Children’s 
Ministry programs. I make my offering by 
bank draft each month so I don’t have to 
worry about bringing cash or a check with 
me each Sunday morning.  

I’ve also chosen to support the Wesley 
Foundation by including a planned gift to 
the church in my will. It was easy to decide 

Finance Committee Chairman Dennis Soter shares this first-quarter 
financial report. For more on any aspect of  the business life of  the 
church, reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

Total contributions to the church during the first three 
months of  2017 – pledged and non-pledged – totaled 
$1,116,066. That’s a 9.8-percent decline from the first quarter 
last year, but take note: Easter and the related surge in 
worship attendance came during the first quarter of  2016. 
This year, all of  Holy Week came in April, so any year-to-year 
comparison should not be cause for concern.

Our overall financial position remains strong, with operating 
cash reserves of  $649,853 as of  March 31.

Contributions to the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund totaled 
$99,971 in the first quarter. Our goal in 2017 is to raise at 
least $1 million to support good works. Donations to Jubilee 
Plus! can be made at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or 
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo 
line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207.

With the economy improving and the stock market at record 
levels, let us devote our thoughts and prayers to those less 
fortunate. By supporting our church, we support those who 
are most in need.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?

Meg McElwain and her son, Frank.

Continued Inside...

The Ruth Circle with Easter baskets. 
Photo by Ellen Spence.



Our college and grad school graduates:
David Baker, son of  David and Betsy Baker, son-in-law 
of  Keith and Laurie Weddington and husband of  Kate 
Weddington Baker, graduates from Brody School of  Medicine 
at East Carolina University with an M.D. degree. He’ll begin a 
Residency in Family Medicine with the Mountain Area Health 
Education Center in Asheville.

Sarah Miller Hendricks, daughter of  Allen and Amy 
Hendricks, earned a Doctorate of  Pharmacy from UNC 
Chapel Hill Eshelman School of  Pharmacy. She’ll work as a 
staff  pharmacist at Pike’s Pharmacy in Charlotte.

Carley Tucker, daughter of  Campbell and Burnet Tucker, 
graduates from the School of  Foreign Service of  Georgetown 
University and will work with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps for 
the Northwest Justice Project in Yakima, Wash.

Mary Kathryn Ware, daughter of  Stephen and Allyson 
Ware, graduates from Appalachian State University with an 
English degree with a focus in Film Studies and a minor in Art 
History.

Ryland Addison Winston III, son of  Ry and Jennie 
Winston, graduates from Duke University with an A.B. degree 
in Sociology. He’ll work as an analyst at Millennium Advisors, 
LLC in Charlotte.

Kayle Logan Wood, daughter of  Richard and Angela Wood, 
graduates from Appalachian State University with a Bachelor 
of  Science degree in Elementary Education. She’ll pursue her 
teaching career in Avery County in the N.C. mountains.

To share news of  a college or grad school graduate, 
e-mail ken@mpumc.org with the student’s name, parents’ 
names, school, degree and major, and future plans. To 
all the graduates and their families, Dr. Howell says, 
“Congratulations!”

More News & Notes
• The Goodness Gracious! gift shop just off  the Parish 

Life lobby, where sales support outreach, will serve free 
punch and cookies from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mother’s 
Day, Sunday, May 14. The shop is holding its Spring Sale 
through May 17. Everything on the tables in the Parish 
Life Building hallway is 40 percent off.

• All are welcome to join in Centering Prayer Wednesdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel. This practice 
moves us from prayer focused on talking to God to one in 
which we rest and listen for God. Staff  and lay leaders in 
the Faith Formation Ministry will lead the weekly sessions.

• A special Sunday: Confirmation will be celebrated at the 
three Sanctuary services June 4, as 58 eighth-graders 
complete the  journey that begin at baptism. As the 
church tells parents: “In Confirmation, your student will 
be surrounded by people who love them. These people – 
parents, mentors and church leaders – are here to love and 
care for them and help then grow in their faith that they 
may be faithful disciples of  Jesus Christ.”

• At the Administrative Board, Executive Director Saribeth 
Dozier shared that the church has posted the impending 
opening for Director of  Children’s Ministries at www.
myersparkumc.org. As has been announced, Sarah Sumner 
is retiring in September. Rev. Barbara Barden shared that 
this summer, when some Sunday School classes take off, 
families will be encouraged to attend worship together. 
That includes little ones. “Worship is for all God’s 
people,” she said, urging everyone to be welcoming.

• Another story from The 100K Dream and our pledge to 
serve 100,000 hours in the community in 2017. This 
one’s from Pam DeRamus, who serves with the For The 
Love Of  Reading program at Sedgefield Elementary: “As 
For The Love Of  Reading winds down, I look back on what 
a joy it’s been. Not only does it help second-graders 
with their reading skills, but the relationships formed 
between students and their readers have been invaluable. 
This week, I joined the students for lunch, and the hugs 
and smiles I received were such a gift.” To share your 
service hours, fill out a card found in the pew clips and 
Jubilee Hall and drop it in the offering plate or e-mail 
100kdream@mpumc.org.

• MeckMin’s Community Leader Breakfast is at 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday, May 25, at Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
1000 E. Morehead St. The annual event, which benefits 
the city’s long-time interfaith ministry, will honor, among 
others, Muslim activist Rose Hamid, long a friend of  
Myers Park United Methodist. The Community Leader 
Award is named for church member Sydnor Thompson 
Jr., who died in 2015. Tickets/details: www.meckmin.org.

• Gardeners have been preparing the garden beside the 
Parish Life Building for another season of  growing 
veggies for Refugee Support Services. Among those who 
provided material and logistical support (individually as 
well as their companies) were Garrett Jones, John Boyte, 
Preston Cavenaugh and Eric Lanier. To get involved, 
reach Mike Farrell at mikefarrell1950@gmail.com.

• UMAR hosted its annual lunch to raise money and 
support for its work with adults with disabilities. The 
event at Providence United Methodist drew hundreds 
who purchased art, shared fellowship and learned of  
UMAR’s reach: Among its services, 150 people live in 24 
group homes and nine apartments, and 144 adults are 
served through vocational services. UMAR holds an arts 
class Monday, Thursday and Friday in our Youth Building. 
Details: www.umarinfo.com.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Dorothy Miller Erickson, mother of  Gary Erickson, grandmother 
of  Will Erickson and Kathryn Thach and great-grandmother 
of  Jack Thach, who died on April 21, 2017. John Myers Dwelle, 
husband of  Sue Dwelle and father of  Harriet Powell, Sara 
Klatt, Mary Dwelle, Joy Wyatt and John Dwelle Jr., who died 
on April 22, 2017. George Kilgo “G K” Livingston, father of  
George Livingston, Wes Livingston and Kay Gabriel, who 
died on April 26, 2017.  

Babies
Piper Elizabeth McLamb, daughter of  Phillip and Amanda 
McLamb, granddaughter of  Ed and Carol Ann McLamb 
and niece of  Jeffrey McLamb, born on April 1, 2017. Henry 
Christian Toms, son of  Elizabeth and Joel Toms, brother of  
Oliver, Lilibet and Georgie Toms, nephew of  Buddy and Heidi 
Magura and cousin of  Sloan, Evie and Palmer Magura, born 
on April 17, 2017.

Weddings
Elizabeth Hinshaw and H. Daniel Jones IV, married on May 6, 
2017, at the church.

CELEBRATING GRADUATES, 
CENTERING PRAYER, CONFIRMATION, 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS!

The Children’s Circle Spring Carnival
One of  the sweetest events on the church 

calendar, The Children’s Circle Spring 
Carnival welcomed hundreds of  preschoolers, 
brothers, sisters, moms, dads, grandmas, 
grandpas, friends and neighbors to our campus 
for a Saturday morning of  fun and games and 
fellowship. Who can resist a celebration that 
includes pony rides, face-painting, inflatables and 
more? Proceeds benefited The Children’s Circle, 
Gift of  Adoption of  the Carolinas and The Sandbox, 
which works with families of  children facing a 
life-altering illness. Sweet, like we said…thanks 
to Jill Gadd for helping put on the event and 
keeping the Cornerstone in the know.

Photo by Jill Gadd.

to give to the church through a planned gift in my will, and to be 
generous in doing so. Leaving a planned gift is a way for me to 
give additional support to the place that shapes me as a Christian.  

How is Myers Park United Methodist Church shaping your life? 
What wealth and assets have you worked hard for? Is your plan 
to leave that wealth for future generations? 

 You have an opportunity to share a portion of  that wealth with 
others through a planned gift. In doing so, you will provide a 
meaningful legacy as a symbol of  thanks for your Christian life at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church. 

Meg McElwain is a member of  the Planning Giving Committee and 
Founder and Chairman of  Mitchell’s Fund. Learn more about that cause 
at www.mitchellsfund.org. She and her son, Frank Turner, IV, are active 
members of  our church. Reach her at meg@mitchellsfund.org. If  you have 
listed Myers Park United Methodist and the Wesley Foundation in your 
will or estate plans, please notify Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. A planned gift in any form to 
the Church goes to the Wesley Foundation, which focuses on preserving the 
beauty of  our campus while supporting outreach.

Continued From Front Page...

Planned Giving:
‘PROVIDING A 

MEANINGFUL LEGACY’...



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

May 10 2017
• MyMPUMC Throughout May and beyond, the church 

celebrates MyMPUMC and deepening our connection to God 
and each other online. MyMPUMC lives at the top of  the 
home page at www.myersparkumc.org and offers members 
the chance to set up an account that gives easy entry to all 
slices of  church life. Access the church member directory and 
calendar of  activities, make a donation, update your personal 
information and more. Sundays in May from 8:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m., information tables in the Parish Life lobby will 
offer details. To learn more, reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-
295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

• SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS A Caregivers Support 
Group meets each month, offering the chance to share joys 
and challenges with others walking the same path. The next 
meeting is 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 23, in Room 
105 of  the Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• NEW MOMS GROUP Director of  Young Adults Jessica 
Stevens offers a weekly group for new moms Thursdays from 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building. 
The group is studying Sarah Arthur’s book, Mommy Time. Child 
care is available through age five. To sign up or learn more, 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• CONFIRMATION OPPORTUNITY Next year, the 
church will offer an adapted Confirmation curriculum, in 
a shorter session, for students in Grades 7-12 with special 
learning needs. Parents will be asked to facilitate. Details: 
Meredith Starling at 704-277-1552 or starlinm@bellsouth.net 
or Amy Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com.

• ST. FRANCIS PILGRIMAGE Join Dr. Howell as he 
leads a trip to Italy October 8-18 to walk in the footsteps 
of  St. Francis of  Assisi. The group will fly directly to Rome 
and visit several destinations central to the life of  this 
revered religious figure. Learn about the pilgrimage at www.
revjameshowellblogspot.com or reach our Senior Pastor at 
james@mpumc.org. Deadline to sign up is July 10.

• PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Register rising second- 
through eighth-graders online at www.myersparkumc.org for 
the annual music camp. Down By The Creek Bank is 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. July 31 to August 4. Details: Nancy Hamff  at 
nancy@mpumc.org.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL Opportunities abound to serve 
at the church’s 11th summer of  Freedom School, June 19 
to July 28, helping young scholars improve their reading 
while blunting summer learning loss. Chaperone an outing, 
read with a scholar, help at an afternoon activity and more. 
Details: Ellen Underwood at ecunderw@bellsouth.net.

• DONATE USED INSTRUMENTS Donations of  band 
and orchestra instruments for young musicians at Sedgefield 
Middle School are welcome in the marked bin in the Parish 
Life Building lobby through Wednesday, May 24. Details: 
Megan Jones at mjones@mpumc.org.

• HELP STUDENTS WITH TESTING Partner schools 
Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield Middle need proctors 
to help students with testing in late May and early June. 
Contact Dominique Stone at dominique1.stone@cms.
k12.nc.us for Sedgefield Elementary and Lisa Howell at 
lisaruns@icloud.com for Sedgefield Middle.

• SPIRITUAL LIFE RETREAT Register for the Adults 
Plus! Spiritual Life Retreat October 4-6 to Lake Junaluska. 
Church member Mark Edwards will lead a study on The 
Revelation Of  John. Registration brochures are around the 
campus and at www.myersparkumc.org/senior-adults. Reach 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• SIGN UP FOR SUMMER FUN DAYS Register kids now 
through May 30 for Summer Fun Days. The two weeks of  
camp are July 10-14 and 17-21 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for children in 
Grades K-5. Information packets and registration forms 
are outside the Children’s Ministries offices in the Snyder 
Building and at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The Memorial Day church 
weekend at Camp Tekoa May 26-28 in the N.C. mountains 
is a time of  fellowship and fun. Deadline to sign up at www.
myersparkumc.org is May 15. Questions? Reach Jenna Zello 
at 704-295-4801 or jenna@mpumc.org.



At 94, Kitty Johnson cannot see. Her hearing isn’t much 
better. Her  husband, A.B., passed away several years 

ago. She lives at Summit Place of  SouthPark, where her 
daughter, Amy Hitchens, regularly looks in on her. The 
two are best friends. Mrs. Johnson also counts on the kind 

staff  at the assisted living community. 
Since she can’t remember names, she 
calls everyone “Sistah.” They call her 
“Sistah” back, with a smile.

In introducing you to this lovely friend – 
she attends our 11 o’clock service when 
able and adores the music – I’ve left out 
the most important part. Mrs. Johnson 
can still play the piano. Broadway 
standards, hymns, Tiger Rag in honor of  

her husband’s alma mater (Clemson), Mrs. Johnson plays 
them all by ear and by memory. Age be damned, the music 
provides the soundtrack of  her life, and offers the rest 
of  us a reminder about the most important lesson at any 
age…

The music never has to end.

I first met Mrs. Johnson when she gave an impromptu 
recital one afternoon for the ladies who gather in Room 
110 of  the Parish Life Building to knit prayer shawls and 
baby blankets for those in need of  warmth. You gotta love 
a 94-year-old performer who plays a few tunes, then says, 
“This piano’s not the best in the world.” Mrs. Johnson 
moved from her home in Asheville to Charlotte in 2015 
to be closer to Amy and her family. Marie Pearce, one 
of  the prayer shawl ladies, took an immediate liking to 
Mrs. Johnson. When Marie learned that her new friend’s 
favorite color was blue, you can guess the color of  the 
shawl she made for Mrs. Johnson. When she covers 
herself  with the shawl for her nap after lunch, Mrs. 
Johnson thinks about Marie and the others. It was Marie 
who invited Mrs. Johnson to play the piano for the knitting 
ladies. When her mini-concert was done, Mrs. Johnson 
promised, “Next time I’ll do better.”

A couple of  weeks later, I visited with Mrs. Johnson 
and Amy at Summit Place. She told me about starting 
piano lessons as a child growing up in Washington, D.C., 
then traveling by train to Baltimore to study at Peabody 
Conservatory. Raising their children, Amy and Greg, 

in Asheville, she played at West Asheville Presbyterian 
Church and in various theatrical productions around town. 
“Music,” she told me, “was my life.” It still is. She often 
plays after supper at Summit Place, the piano sounding a 
lovely note at day’s end for those in life’s final chapter.

It’s the most unique thing. Mrs. Johnson cannot see. But 
when she speaks about being able to play the piano at age 
94 and all that that means, she tilts her head upward. It’s as 
if  she is directing her gratitude to someone other than you 
and me. Maybe she is.

Might you or someone you know benefit from the warmth of  a prayer 
shawl or baby blanket? You are welcome to get one from the closet 
just outside the church office workroom. Please fill out the sign-out 
sheet. Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church 
life. Reach him at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

A Conversation On Faith

Kitty Johnson, And The Music 
That Never Ends

Pianist Kitty Johnson. Photo by Bill Walton.

Ken Garfield



Our college and grad school graduates:
David Baker, son of  David and Betsy Baker, son-in-law 
of  Keith and Laurie Weddington and husband of  Kate 
Weddington Baker, graduates from Brody School of  Medicine 
at East Carolina University with an M.D. degree. He’ll begin a 
Residency in Family Medicine with the Mountain Area Health 
Education Center in Asheville.

Sarah Miller Hendricks, daughter of  Allen and Amy 
Hendricks, earned a Doctorate of  Pharmacy from UNC 
Chapel Hill Eshelman School of  Pharmacy. She’ll work as a 
staff  pharmacist at Pike’s Pharmacy in Charlotte.

Carley Tucker, daughter of  Campbell and Burnet Tucker, 
graduates from the School of  Foreign Service of  Georgetown 
University and will work with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps for 
the Northwest Justice Project in Yakima, Wash.

Mary Kathryn Ware, daughter of  Stephen and Allyson 
Ware, graduates from Appalachian State University with an 
English degree with a focus in Film Studies and a minor in Art 
History.

Ryland Addison Winston III, son of  Ry and Jennie 
Winston, graduates from Duke University with an A.B. degree 
in Sociology. He’ll work as an analyst at Millennium Advisors, 
LLC in Charlotte.

Kayle Logan Wood, daughter of  Richard and Angela Wood, 
graduates from Appalachian State University with a Bachelor 
of  Science degree in Elementary Education. She’ll pursue her 
teaching career in Avery County in the N.C. mountains.

To share news of  a college or grad school graduate, 
e-mail ken@mpumc.org with the student’s name, parents’ 
names, school, degree and major, and future plans. To 
all the graduates and their families, Dr. Howell says, 
“Congratulations!”

More News & Notes
• The Goodness Gracious! gift shop just off  the Parish 

Life lobby, where sales support outreach, will serve free 
punch and cookies from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mother’s 
Day, Sunday, May 14. The shop is holding its Spring Sale 
through May 17. Everything on the tables in the Parish 
Life Building hallway is 40 percent off.

• All are welcome to join in Centering Prayer Wednesdays 
from 11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel. This practice 
moves us from prayer focused on talking to God to one in 
which we rest and listen for God. Staff  and lay leaders in 
the Faith Formation Ministry will lead the weekly sessions.

• A special Sunday: Confirmation will be celebrated at the 
three Sanctuary services June 4, as 58 eighth-graders 
complete the  journey that begin at baptism. As the 
church tells parents: “In Confirmation, your student will 
be surrounded by people who love them. These people – 
parents, mentors and church leaders – are here to love and 
care for them and help then grow in their faith that they 
may be faithful disciples of  Jesus Christ.”

• At the Administrative Board, Executive Director Saribeth 
Dozier shared that the church has posted the impending 
opening for Director of  Children’s Ministries at www.
myersparkumc.org. As has been announced, Sarah Sumner 
is retiring in September. Rev. Barbara Barden shared that 
this summer, when some Sunday School classes take off, 
families will be encouraged to attend worship together. 
That includes little ones. “Worship is for all God’s 
people,” she said, urging everyone to be welcoming.

• Another story from The 100K Dream and our pledge to 
serve 100,000 hours in the community in 2017. This 
one’s from Pam DeRamus, who serves with the For The 
Love Of  Reading program at Sedgefield Elementary: “As 
For The Love Of  Reading winds down, I look back on what 
a joy it’s been. Not only does it help second-graders 
with their reading skills, but the relationships formed 
between students and their readers have been invaluable. 
This week, I joined the students for lunch, and the hugs 
and smiles I received were such a gift.” To share your 
service hours, fill out a card found in the pew clips and 
Jubilee Hall and drop it in the offering plate or e-mail 
100kdream@mpumc.org.

• MeckMin’s Community Leader Breakfast is at 7:30 a.m. 
Thursday, May 25, at Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
1000 E. Morehead St. The annual event, which benefits 
the city’s long-time interfaith ministry, will honor, among 
others, Muslim activist Rose Hamid, long a friend of  
Myers Park United Methodist. The Community Leader 
Award is named for church member Sydnor Thompson 
Jr., who died in 2015. Tickets/details: www.meckmin.org.

• Gardeners have been preparing the garden beside the 
Parish Life Building for another season of  growing 
veggies for Refugee Support Services. Among those who 
provided material and logistical support (individually as 
well as their companies) were Garrett Jones, John Boyte, 
Preston Cavenaugh and Eric Lanier. To get involved, 
reach Mike Farrell at mikefarrell1950@gmail.com.

• UMAR hosted its annual lunch to raise money and 
support for its work with adults with disabilities. The 
event at Providence United Methodist drew hundreds 
who purchased art, shared fellowship and learned of  
UMAR’s reach: Among its services, 150 people live in 24 
group homes and nine apartments, and 144 adults are 
served through vocational services. UMAR holds an arts 
class Monday, Thursday and Friday in our Youth Building. 
Details: www.umarinfo.com.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Dorothy Miller Erickson, mother of  Gary Erickson, grandmother 
of  Will Erickson and Kathryn Thach and great-grandmother 
of  Jack Thach, who died on April 21, 2017. John Myers Dwelle, 
husband of  Sue Dwelle and father of  Harriet Powell, Sara 
Klatt, Mary Dwelle, Joy Wyatt and John Dwelle Jr., who died 
on April 22, 2017. George Kilgo “G K” Livingston, father of  
George Livingston, Wes Livingston and Kay Gabriel, who 
died on April 26, 2017.  

Babies
Piper Elizabeth McLamb, daughter of  Phillip and Amanda 
McLamb, granddaughter of  Ed and Carol Ann McLamb 
and niece of  Jeffrey McLamb, born on April 1, 2017. Henry 
Christian Toms, son of  Elizabeth and Joel Toms, brother of  
Oliver, Lilibet and Georgie Toms, nephew of  Buddy and Heidi 
Magura and cousin of  Sloan, Evie and Palmer Magura, born 
on April 17, 2017.

Weddings
Elizabeth Hinshaw and H. Daniel Jones IV, married on May 6, 
2017, at the church.

CELEBRATING GRADUATES, 
CENTERING PRAYER, CONFIRMATION, 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS!

The Children’s Circle Spring Carnival
One of  the sweetest events on the church 

calendar, The Children’s Circle Spring 
Carnival welcomed hundreds of  preschoolers, 
brothers, sisters, moms, dads, grandmas, 
grandpas, friends and neighbors to our campus 
for a Saturday morning of  fun and games and 
fellowship. Who can resist a celebration that 
includes pony rides, face-painting, inflatables and 
more? Proceeds benefited The Children’s Circle, 
Gift of  Adoption of  the Carolinas and The Sandbox, 
which works with families of  children facing a 
life-altering illness. Sweet, like we said…thanks 
to Jill Gadd for helping put on the event and 
keeping the Cornerstone in the know.

to give to the church through a planned gift in my will, and to be 
generous in doing so. Leaving a planned gift is a way for me to 
give additional support to the place that shapes me as a Christian.  

How is Myers Park United Methodist Church shaping your life? 
What wealth and assets have you worked hard for? Is your plan 
to leave that wealth for future generations? 

 You have an opportunity to share a portion of  that wealth with 
others through a planned gift. In doing so, you will provide a 
meaningful legacy as a symbol of  thanks for your Christian life at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church. 

Meg McElwain is a member of  the Planning Giving Committee and 
Founder and Chairman of  Mitchell’s Fund. Learn more about that cause 
at www.mitchellsfund.org. She and her son, Frank Turner, IV, are active 
members of  our church. Reach her at meg@mitchellsfund.org. If  you have 
listed Myers Park United Methodist and the Wesley Foundation in your 
will or estate plans, please notify Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. A planned gift in any form to 
the Church goes to the Wesley Foundation, which focuses on preserving the 
beauty of  our campus while supporting outreach.

Continued From Front Page...

Planned Giving:
‘PROVIDING A 

MEANINGFUL LEGACY’...



OUR PARTNERS AT SEDGEFIELD,
EASTER BASKETS AND JUBILEE PLUS!

Planned Giving:
‘PROVIDING A 

MEANINGFUL LEGACY’

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones 
celebrates our church partnership with 
Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, and 
how our Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach makes 
it flourish.

Our ministry partners help extend our 
love to neighbors, here in Charlotte and 
further afield, thanks to your above-
and-beyond giving to Jubilee Plus! Last 
year, about $75,000 from Jubilee Plus! 
was invested in our partner schools, 
Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield 
Middle, to help students reach their full 
potential. We helped with field trips, 
held teacher appreciation events and 
continued our year-round For The Love 
Of  Reading program, pairing students 
with adult reading partners.

Last month, the Ruth Circle, made up 
mostly of  mothers of  young children, 
made Easter baskets for Sedgefield 
students. The baskets were customized 
for older and younger students, and 
included snacks, toys and school 
supplies. What a wonderful way to send 
the children off  for Spring Break.

Thanks for your support of  Jubilee Plus!, 
and commitment to be the hands and 
feet of  Christ in the world. In 2016, 
we were blessed to give more than $1 
million in grants to local and world 
agencies. We hope to do the same 
each year. Support Jubilee Plus! at www.
myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write 
a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! 
on the memo line and put it in the 
offering plate, drop it off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it 
to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207.

Wonderful warmth fills 
the season, and not just 
because it’s Springtime. 
We welcomed church 
preschoolers, family, friends 
and neighbors to fun 
and games at the Spring 
Carnival. We wrapped 
our high school seniors in 
blankets and prayers. We’re 
celebrating news of  our 
college and grad school 
graduates. We’re poised to 
enjoy the Memorial Day 
church weekend at Camp 
Tekoa, Vacation Bible 
School, Summer Fun Days, 
Performing Arts Camp and 
summer mission trips for all 
ages. Who says the family 
of  faith takes a break?
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

YOU, TOO, CAN HEAR STORIES LIKE THIS 
TEACHING SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children’s Ministries is recruiting Sunday School teachers for the Fall, so the Cornerstone thought it would 
share the sort of  tender story you’ll hear when you share God’s love with little ones. Thanks to teacher Kelly 
Smith for letting us know about Scooter. After hearing Grace’s sister, six-year-old Zoë, tell the story to her 
class, Kelly figured the rest of  us would appreciate the innocence in it.

Grace Askew, 11, daughter of  church members Chad and Ashley Askew, is an animal lover. 
Her mom, in fact, calls her an animal whisperer destined to become a vet. When Grace’s 
hermit crab “died,” she put Scooter in a small box and buried him in the backyard. Fast 
forward three weeks. Rover, another Askew hermit crab, dies. Grace decides that Scooter and 
Rover need to rest in peace together, so she digs up the box containing Scooter and opens the 
lid, prepared to place Rover inside. “When she opens the box,” Grace’s mom says, “she sees 
Scooter move.” Huh? The Askews figure they jumped the gun on Scooter’s demise, and that 
he survived on rainwater and the bugs they found crawling inside the box.

One more thing: The day they dug up the box and found Scooter alive?

It was Easter Sunday.
Zoë, Grace and Scooter. 
Photo by Ashley Askew.

By Meg McElwain

I love Myers Park United Methodist Church. 
The ministers, staff  and members have 
offered prayer, support and friendship 
during good and bad times in my life. Our 
Music Ministry is world-class, and I often 
become emotional when I worship in our 
breathtaking Sanctuary.

I’ve made many close friends in our church. 
My son, Frank, has flourished in Children’s 
Ministry programs. I make my offering by 
bank draft each month so I don’t have to 
worry about bringing cash or a check with 
me each Sunday morning.  

I’ve also chosen to support the Wesley 
Foundation by including a planned gift to 
the church in my will. It was easy to decide 

Finance Committee Chairman Dennis Soter shares this first-quarter 
financial report. For more on any aspect of  the business life of  the 
church, reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

Total contributions to the church during the first three 
months of  2017 – pledged and non-pledged – totaled 
$1,116,066. That’s a 9.8-percent decline from the first quarter 
last year, but take note: Easter and the related surge in 
worship attendance came during the first quarter of  2016. 
This year, all of  Holy Week came in April, so any year-to-year 
comparison should not be cause for concern.

Our overall financial position remains strong, with operating 
cash reserves of  $649,853 as of  March 31.

Contributions to the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund totaled 
$99,971 in the first quarter. Our goal in 2017 is to raise at 
least $1 million to support good works. Donations to Jubilee 
Plus! can be made at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or 
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo 
line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at the front 
desk in the Parish Life lobby or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207.

With the economy improving and the stock market at record 
levels, let us devote our thoughts and prayers to those less 
fortunate. By supporting our church, we support those who 
are most in need.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?

Meg McElwain and her son, Frank.

Continued Inside...

The Ruth Circle with Easter baskets. 
Photo by Ellen Spence.




