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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

July 16, 2017 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  
 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Introit  

 Softly and Tenderly arr. Raymond Brown 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

Your word is a lamp before my feet 

and a light for my journey. 

Your grace is a rushing river 

and a steady rain for parched earth. 

I will dance in that rain! 

We will live in that light! 

 

 
 Opening Hymn No. 384  

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling alt tune:  HYFRYDOL 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God, we know the seeds we have sown:  

   anger which springs from our own hearts;  

   bitterness which flows into the heart of another; 

   hurtful words which wrap their thorny briars  

   around a friend's kindness;  

   passion which poisons an innocent relationship. 

Forgive us, Loving God.  

Your grace can turn our hearts into rich fields of love, 

   untangling the mess we have made,  

   and reconciling us to one another and to you. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

Recognition of Ordination   

 

 

 

 

The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation No. 600  

Wonderful Words of Life WORDS OF LIFE 

 
 Gospel Reading Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 “The Sower” 

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Offertory   

Know My Heart  Benjamin Harlan 

Lord, you have searched me, you know everything I do. 

When I rise, when I lie down, you are with me. 

Before I speak, you hear me, your presence follows day by day. 

O know my heart, O God. 

 

If I ascend into heaven, you are there  

on the wings of the morning or in my deepest despair. 

His hand shall lead me, his right hand will guide me, 

though darkness should cover me, light shall surround me, 

and I will praise the Lord, I will praise him with my whole heart! 
 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 



WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 707  

Hymn of Promise PROMISE 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 HYFRYDOL (Moderato Maestoso) Ralph Vaughan Williams 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Sarah Wheatley, Duke Divinity Intern 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister 
 

LAY READER 

Barry Guy (8:30), Will Ricketts (9:45), Jen Rothacker (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Whitney Vance, soprano 

Small Vocal Ensemble (8:30,9:45) 

Summer Choir (11:00) 




TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in the Sanctuary narthex and by the 

Jubilee Hall door. To learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, 

reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org. Our next Discover Myers Park 

class to learn about our church is at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, August 27, in the Parish 

Life Building lobby. No reservations are needed. 

 

FAMILY WORSHIP SUMMER While our elementary children and youth 

Sunday School program is taking a Sabbath rest for the summer, we extend a 

special welcome to children of all ages to join us in worship. If desired, worship 

care is still available for children who have not yet entered kindergarten. Children 

and their families are invited to pick up bright blue bags with Journey Through 

Worship guides at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return the bags after worship. 

Remember, in summer, some adult Sunday School classes take a respite. 

 

BLESS THIS FOOD 

This morning you will see a basket of produce being brought forward with the 

offering plates. Through the ministry of our church garden beside the Parish Life 

Building and the community gardens of Charlotte Green, God provides food for 

those in need through Charlotte organizations like Refugee Support Services and 

Hospice. Today we dedicate the produce and the good work of church members 

who serve the hungry, the newcomer and the grieving, all to the glory of God. 

Learn more about our Garden Ministry this morning at Lemonade On The Lawn 

and also at the garden beside the Parish Life Building. 

 

GREETERS ON THE JOB! Greeters on Sunday morning help make our church 

as welcoming as possible by answering questions and helping people get where 

they’re going. Want to be a greeter? Reach Rob and Julie Dellibovi at 

robertandjulieann@gmail.com. This initiative springs from our Step, Jump, Leap 

initiative. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 
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LEMONADE ON THE LAWN The summer tradition continues this morning on 

the lawn on the Queens Road side of the church. From 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 

join us for lemonade, cookies and fellowship. The gathering moves to the Parish 

Life lobby in bad weather. This morning, our Missions Team will share about the 

garden ministry at Lemonade On The Lawn and also next to the garden. 

 

JOIN THE SUMMER CHOIR Everyone from sixth grade up regardless of 

experience is invited to sing in the Summer Choir at the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

service through August 6. Gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those 

Sundays for coffee, donuts and fellowship, then rehearse at 10:15 a.m. before the 

service. You can participate on any or all Sundays. To learn more, reach Nancy 

Hamff at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL TODAY 

Everyone’s invited to an ice cream social hosted by Children’s Ministries at 2:00 

p.m. this afternoon on the church playground. Enjoy the fellowship and cool treats. 

It’s canceled in bad weather. 

 

PRAY FOR MISSION TRIP Please pray for our 40 youth and chaperones who 

will spend this week in Reynosa, Mexico, working alongside Faith Ministries to 

build three houses. 

 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space.  
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WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
SUMMER FUN DAYS Some 200 children will join us for Summer Fun Days 

Monday through Friday, a week filled at the church with fun and games and 

fellowship. Registration is closed. If you have a question, you can reach Sarah 

Sumner at 704-295-4814 or sarah@mpumc.org. 

HANDBELLS 101 Want to learn to play handbells? Classes open to all adults are 

Mondays from 7:00 to 8:15 p.m. in Room 148 in the Snyder Building. Attend one 

or both: July 17 (Multiple Bell Techniques) and July 24 (Weaving). Details: Brian 

Childers, our Director of Music for Children and Youth, at 704-295-4806 or 

brian@mpumc.org. 

ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD All are invited to attend the Administrative Board 

meeting starting with dinner at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 27, in Room 108 of the 

Parish Life Building. Come and learn about the business of the church, and ask 

questions. Details: Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 

saribeth@mpumc.org. 

MEN’S CAMPING WEEKEND All men are invited to enjoy a “car camping and 

cookout” weekend August 4-5 at Badin Lake Campground near Asheboro. The 

weekend will offer swimming, fishing, hiking and fellowship, with campers able to 

drive their cars right to the site of the camping. To sign up or learn more about this 

trip and the new Backpacking Ministry, reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 

or parker@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

CENTERING PRAYER ON WEDNESDAY All are welcome to join in 

Centering Prayers Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel. This 

practice moves us from prayer focused on talking to God to one in which we rest 

and listen for God. Staff and lay leaders in the Faith Formation Ministry will lead 

the weekly sessions. 

YOUNG ADULTS, MEET THE PASTORS A special summer series for all 

young adults has one last session: Get to know your clergy, Melanie Dobson and 

Nathan Arledge, at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 8, at Leroy Fox, 705 S. Sharon 

Amity Road in the Cotswold neighborhood. Light hors d’oeuvres will be served. 

Registration is required. Reach Director of Young Adults Ministries Jessica 

Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org. 
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MARRIAGE MATTERS WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth and counselor Bronah 

Livingston will lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon 

Saturday, August 12, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets 

the premarital requirements for those getting married at the church. The seminar 

will explore Dr. John Gottman’s book, The Seven Principles for Making Marriage 

Work. The workshop is free for those getting married at the church, $30 per couple 

for others, payable the day of the workshop by cash or check. To register by 

August 10, contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

SPIRITUAL LIFE RETREAT Register now for the Adults Plus! Spiritual Life 

Retreat October 4-6 to Lake Junaluska. Church member Mark Edwards will 

present a study on The Revelation Of John. This is always a wonderful time for 

learning and fellowship. Cost is $180 per person for double occupancy or $280 

single. Registration brochures are around the campus and at 

www.myersparkumc.org/senior-adults. Questions? Reach Christine Mull at 704-

295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org. 

EARLY MORNING BIBLE STUDY You are invited to attend the Napa Bible 

study from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays at Napa on Providence at 110 Perrin 

Place across the street from our church. Breakfast is free, as is the Bible study and 

wonderful fellowship. Details: Ryan Blalock at 704-851-1115. 

CONFIRMATION OPPORTUNITY Next year, we will offer an adapted 

Confirmation curriculum, in a shorter session, for students in Grades 7-12 with 

special learning needs. To learn more, reach Meredith Starling at 704-277-1552 or 

starlinm@bellsouth.net or Amy Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com.  

 

 

 SERVING OTHERS… 
WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund support organizations like Faith Ministries, which builds homes, 

provides medical services and college scholarships, and holds worship services in 

Reynosa, Mexico. Our high school youth are serving there this week. We were 

blessed to award more than $1 million in Jubilee Plus! Grants to our ministry 

partners in 2016 and hope to do the same or more each year. Give to Jubilee Plus! 

at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee 

Plus! in the memo line. 

SIGN UP TO SERVE WITH FREEDOM SCHOOL Serve once – even for an 

hour – or many times during our 11th summer of Freedom School continuing 

through July 28. Reading Buddies are especially needed for One Great Day of 

Dear, this coming Wednesday, July 19, from 12:45 to 1:45 p.m. Sign up at 

www.myersparkumc.org/freedomschool. Details: Ellen Underwood at 

ecunderw@bellsouth.net. 
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HELP HOST UNHOUSED WOMEN Our church will serve as an overflow site 

for the Salvation Army Center of Hope women’s shelter this week, July 17-23. 

Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/SACOH to provide meals, stay the night or 

drive the bus to deliver our guests safely to our front door. Questions? Reach 

Lindsay Gildea at lindsayt4384@gmail.com. 

100K DREAM STORY We are thrilled to hear stories with new neighbors as part 

of The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 

year. Suzanne Johnson, who leads our team serving at the Salvation Army 

Center of Hope, says: “Today our volunteers helped the kitchen manager prepare 

lunch. Jen Glasgow, a regular volunteer, baked 160 homemade cookies to give to 

the ladies and their children. This is definitely above and beyond!” Tell us how 

you’re serving and the people you’re meeting by filling out each week the card in 

the pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering plate or by e-mailing 

100kdream@mpumc.org. 

IT’S CHRISTMAS IN JULY Continuing our tradition of building our Jubilee 

Store inventory while the chill of winter feels like a mirage, we are collecting items 

we anticipate will be in high demand with our shoppers from Charlotte Family 

Housing. Drop off African-American dolls, Lego sets and Play-Doh in the marked 

bin in the Parish Life Building Lobby through July 28.  

JOIN KENYA ZOE TRIP Travel to Maua, Kenya, with our mission team in 

January 2018 to meet and journey alongside the children of our two Hope 

Companion groups in the ZOE Kenya program. ZOE helps empower orphaned and 

vulnerable children to provide for themselves in some of the world’s most extreme 

poverty situations. To learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/ZOE or contact 

Minister of Missions Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org. 

GARDENERS NEEDED Join us today at Lemonade on the Lawn after the 

11:00 a.m. service to meet some of our gifted gardeners! Special thanks to the 

following folks: Susan Gardner Scott, Luke Scott, Liza Zopp, Christine Waggoner, 

Anne Sauls, Ashley Poole, Bronwyn Gaskins, Elizabeth Field, Becky Collett, 

Jordan Baigas, Dianne Furr, Frank Turner, Kay Liles, Alan and Maria Steele, 

Tonia Fuller, Lisa Boaz, Ed Boardman, Alison and Joel Golmont, Marsha Rexford, 

Eric and Craig Ritchie. Extra gratitude goes to Jen Huff, who coordinates the 

Excess Produce Program, and Billie Fuller, who provided the new garden benches. 

Visit the garden anytime and check out the prayer book inside the mailbox, adding 

yours to those already offered. To learn more or sign up for the Garden Ministry, 

reach Mike Farrell at mikefarrell1950@gmail.com. 
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 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


