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Abraham’s Oak, Henry Ossawa Tanner. 
 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

June 18, 2017 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Second Sunday After Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary   

 Prelude on TERRA BEATA Diane Bish 

 

 



 Call to Worship  

As Abraham welcomed the strangers, 

so God welcomes us. 

God greets us with joy 

and says, “rest here for awhile.” 

God brings out water to wash our dusty feet. 

God prepares a meal to nourish our weary spirits. 

Let us rest in this holy place 

where there is shade and water, food and laughter. 

 
 Opening Hymn No. 100  

God, Whose Love Is Reigning O’er Us LAUDA ANIMA 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God of deep, scandalous, boundary-breaking love, 

   forgive our closed doors; 

   forgive our closed eyes and ears; 

   forgive our insulated living, 

   forgive our safe and comfortable tables. 

Guide us in letting go of our need for control 

   so that we can be surprised by the gift of your grace. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00)  

 

 

 

 

 

The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 Congregational Response (11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 
 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Old Testament Reading Genesis 18:1-15 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

Offertory   

We Walk By Faith Jan Sanborn 

We walk by faith and not by sight.  We trust in God and not in might. 

For in our darkness he is light.  We walk by faith and not by sight. 

 

Sometimes trials come our way.  We don’t know what to do or say. 

But we know God will make a way if we will trust and obey. 

 

We trust in God and in his Son.  What God has promised will be done. 

And as each journey is begun his Holy Spirit makes us one. 

 

We may not fully understand, but we are guided by his hand. 

And as we follow faith’s command, God leads us to the promised land. 

 



 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

WE COME TO THE LORD’S TABLE 
 

 Hymn No. 621  

Be Present at Our Table, Lord OLD 100TH  

Be present at our table, Lord; be here and everywhere adored; 

   thy creatures bless, and grant that we may feast in paradise  

   with thee. 

 
 The Great Thanksgiving p. 17-18  

 
 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Giving and Receiving of Holy Communion  

 

Communion Anthem   

Idyll of Praise  Craig Courtney 

This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 

all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas his hand the wonders wrought. 

 

This is my Father’s world, the birds their carols raise, 

the morning light, the lily white, declare their Maker’s praise. 

This is my Father’s world: he shines in all that’s fair; 

in rustling grass I hear Him pass, I hear him everywhere. 

 

This is my Father’s world, O let me not forget 

that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done; 

Jesus who died shall be satisfied. And earth and heaven be one. 

 



Communion Hymn No. 618  

Let Us Break Bread Together LET US BREAK BREAD  

 

Prayer After Communion  

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery  

   in which you have given yourself to us.  

Grant that we may go into the world  

   in the strength of your Spirit, 

   to give ourselves for others, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 140  

Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 “Finale” from Symphony No. 1 Louis Vierne 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHERS 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister (8:30, 9:45) 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister (11:00) 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 

Sarah Wheatley, Duke Divinity Intern 
 

LAY READERS 

Mark Kinghorn (8:30), Carrie O’Brien (9:45), Saribeth Dozier (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Small Ensemble (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 



CRUCIFERS 

Gracey Owen (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Reese Wells and Blair Tilley (8:30) 

Joanie Gaskins and Courtney Weintraub (9:45) 

Reid Weikel and Caroline Boulware (11:00) 



BIBLE CARRIERS 

Addison Tilley (8:30), Maya Hoover (9:45) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. And Happy 

Father’s Day! Remember, cards and last-minute gifts can be found in the Goodness 

Gracious! shop in the Parish Life lobby, where all sales support outreach. Check 

out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the 

Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building 

for resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler in the Sanctuary narthex. To learn more about the 

life of the church, and perhaps join, reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 

parker@mpumc.org. Our next Discover Myers Park class to learn about our church 

at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, August 27, in the Parish Life lobby. 

FAMILY WORSHIP SUMMER While our elementary children and youth 

Sunday School program is taking a Sabbath rest for the summer, we extend a 

special welcome to children of all ages to join us in worship. If desired, worship 

care is still available for children who have not yet entered kindergarten. Children 

and their families are invited to pick up bright blue bags with Journey Through 

Worship guides at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return the bags after worship. 

Remember, in summer, some adult Sunday School classes take a respite, as does 

Sunday School for youth. 

GREETERS ON THE JOB! Greeters on Sunday morning help make our church 

as welcoming as possible. Want to be a greeter? Reach Rob and Julie Dellibovi at 

robertandjulieann@gmail.com. This initiative springs from our Step, Jump, Leap 

initiative. 

GLUTEN FREE WAFERS Those who are gluten intolerant can receive a gluten-

free wafer during Holy Communion at the communion rail on the pulpit side. 

Those interested should indicate their desire to receive this optional wafer to the 

Communion server when kneeling at the rail. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 11:00 a.m. service is Sally Caroline Meldau, daughter of Claire and Travis 

Meldau. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory 

of William Hale Hodges and William Wesley Burleson Sr. by Lynn and Charley 

Hodges. 

WANT TO PROVIDE ALTAR FLOWERS? If you would like to provide altar 

flowers in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact Peg Broughton at 

peg@mpumc.org. Available dates: June 25, July 2, 16 and 30 and August 13 and 

27. 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
mailto:robertandjulieann@gmail.com
mailto:peg@mpumc.org


PRAY FOR OUR YOUTH Please pray for safe travels and joyful experiences for 

our 12 senior high youth and chaperones who are on a Pilgrimage to Ireland (June 

14-23), and our 21 youth and chaperones at Mountain Top in Grundy County, 

Tenn., for a weeklong mission trip (June 17-24) . 

 

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN 

The popular summer tradition continues today on the lawn on the Queens Road 

side of the church. From noon to 12:30 p.m., join us for lemonade, cookies and 

fellowship. The gathering moves to the Parish Life lobby in bad weather. This 

morning, stop by and learn about our growing Young Adults Ministries as well. 

 

 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

PLANNED GIVING A committee has been formed to educate the congregation 

about the importance of planned giving for Myers Park United Methodist. A 

planned gift in any form, whether through a will, estate or other form, goes to our 

church’s Wesley Foundation, which focuses on preserving the beauty of the 

campus and buildings while supporting outreach. For more on planned giving, 

reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 

saribeth@mpumc.org. Those who have already listed our church or Wesley 

Foundation in their will or estate plans are encouraged to notify Saribeth. 

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue.  

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist
mailto:saribeth@mpumc.org


WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
SUMMER SHENANIGANS Activities this summer for youth include Moe’s 

Mondays on June 26 and July 10, 17 and 31. Wacky Wednesdays includes 

Freedom School reading at Sedgefield Elementary School, lunch at Hubee D’s and 

open gym and Youth Building June 28 and July 12 and 19. There’s also swimming 

and s’mores June 29 at the home of Director of Youth Ministries Lauren Stines. To 

sign up and learn more about all the fun stuff, visit www.mpumcyouth.org. 

SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS A Caregivers Support Group meets each month 

or so, offering the chance to share joys and challenges with others walking the 

same path. The next meeting is at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 11, in Room 105 of the 

Parish Life Building. To learn more, reach Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-

4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

SIGN UP FOR PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Register your rising second- 

through eighth-grader online at www.myersparkumc.org for our annual music 

camp. Down By The Creek Bank is set for 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. July 31 to August 

4. Details: Nancy Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

SUMMER BOOK STUDY 

Our Duke Divinity School summer intern Sarah Wheatley will lead a book study 

on The Good and Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith on Mondays from 6:30 to 

7:30 p.m. June 26 to July 31 (no class July 3) in Room 108 of the Parish Life 

Building. Books are available for $25 at the Goodness Gracious! gift shop. Sarah 

shares: “God wants me to try harder. God is always a little angry at me. Sound 

familiar? How would our lives and spiritual practices look if we truly believed God 

is good, generous and trustworthy? Join us as we examine the sometimes false 

narratives we believe about God and test them alongside the God that Jesus reveals 

in the Gospels.” To sign up, e-mail Sarah at swheatley@mpumc.org. 

 

VBS STARTS MONDAY! That beautiful church tradition, Vacation Bible 

School, starts Monday as 300 children and 100 volunteers gather at church for 

learning, fellowship, service and fun. The joyful gathering continues through 

Thursday. This year’s theme is Hero Central – Discover Your Strength In God. 

Questions? Reach Director of Children’s Ministries Sarah Sumner at 

sarah@mpumc.org. 

CENTERING PRAYER ON WEDNESDAY All are welcome to join in 

Centering Prayers Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to noon in Francis Chapel. 

http://www.mpumcyouth.org/
mailto:smobley@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/
mailto:nancy@mpumc.org
mailto:swheatley@mpumc.org
mailto:sarah@mpumc.org


ANNUAL CONFERENCE STARTS THURSDAY The Western North Carolina 

Conference of The United Methodist Church holds its Annual Conference 

Thursday through Sunday, June 22-25, at Lake Junaluska. This year’s theme is Go 

& Baptize The World. Among the highlights for our congregation: Revs. Parker 

Haynes and Sarah Howell, daughter of Dr. James and Lisa Howell, are being 

ordained elders. Follow the news at www.wnccumc.org. 

FRIDAY: THE CHURCH AND MENTAL HEALTH Charlotte’s Beth Purdy 

will share her story of overcoming bipolar depression, and the need for the faith 

community to reach out to those suffering from mental illness, at 10:00 a.m. 

Friday, June 23, at Myers Park Baptist Church, 1900 Queens Road. The free 

program is open to laity, clergy and all who are interested in helping society 

overcome the stigma associated with this illness. The program is hosted by the 

Faith Communicators networking group, sponsored by the Communications Team 

at our church 

JOIN THE SUMMER CHOIR Everyone from sixth grade up regardless of 

experience is invited to sing in the Summer Choir at the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary 

service from July 9 to August 6. Gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those 

Sundays for coffee, donuts and fellowship, then rehearse at 10:15 a.m. before the 

service. You can participate on any or all Sundays. To learn more, reach Nancy 

Hamff at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. 

YOUNG ADULTS, MEET THE PASTORS A special summer series for all 

young adults: Get to know your clergy at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each 

month at Leroy Fox, 705 S. Sharon Amity Road in the Cotswold neighborhood. 

Light hors d’oeuvres will be served. On July 11, Barbara Barden and Parker 

Haynes will share conversation. On August 8, meet Melanie Dobson and Nathan 

Arledge. Registration is required. There are a limited number of spots. Reach 

Director of Young Adults Ministries Jessica Stevens at 704-295-4803 or 

jessica@mpumc.org. 

 

 SERVING OTHERS… 
WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund support organizations like Samaritan House, which offers short-

term recuperative care for homeless men and women after a hospital or emergency 

room stay. They estimate that from 2005-2015, Samaritan House saved the 

community $300 million in medical costs. We were blessed to award more than $1 

million in Jubilee Plus! grants in 2016 and hope to do the same or more each year. 

Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check to 

the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or 

mail it to the church. 

http://www.wnccumc.org/
mailto:nancy@mpumc.org
mailto:jessica@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus


SIGN UP TO SERVE WITH FREEDOM SCHOOL Ready to serve this 

summer? Registration is in full swing.  Opportunities include chaperoning an 

outing, reading with a scholar and helping with an afternoon activity. DEAR (Drop 

Everything and Read) buddies are especially requested for June 20, 21 and 

22.  Serve once or many times during our 11th summer of Freedom School June 19 

to July 28.  Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/freedom-school. Details: Ellen 

Underwood at ecunderw@bellsouth.net. 

JOIN KENYA ZOE TRIP: Travel to Maua, Kenya, with our mission team from 

January 30 to February 8, 2018, to meet and journey alongside children of our two 

Hope Companion groups in the ZOE Kenya program. ZOE helps empower 

orphaned children to provide for themselves in some of the world’s poorest 

situations. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/zoe or reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at 

nathan@mpumc.org. 

THIRSTY THURSDAY WITH NATHAN Join Rev. Nathan Arledge for the first 

Thirsty Thursday discussion at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, June 22, at Legion Brewing in 

Plaza Midwood. We'll discuss "What's Happening In Our City And How Do We 

As Church Fit In?” Come as you are, when you can, for great conversation. 

100K DREAM STORY We are thrilled to hear stories with new neighbors as part 

of The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 

year. Wayne Bass met Samuel C. Davis, a cellist who integrated the Charlotte 

Symphony in the 1960s, while serving as a handyman at his home through Small 

Stuff Mission Project. “I found out he was an educator at Livingstone, Central 

Piedmont and Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools.”  Tell us how you’re serving and 

the people you’re meeting by filling out each week the card in the pew rack or 

Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering plate or by e-mailing 

100kdream@mpumc.org. 

JUNE COLLECTION: TWIN, FULL-SIZED SHEETS We are collecting new 

twin and full-sized sheets for Charlotte Family Housing, which provides 

welcome baskets with these items for each new resident. Place unopened sheets in 

the marked bin in the Parish Life lobby through Sunday, June 25. 

SERVE LUNCH AT CENTER OF HOPE If you love how you look in a hair 

net, then you’re perfect to help prepare lunch for the women and children at the 

Salvation Army Center of Hope. Teams meet the third and fourth Tuesdays of each 

month from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. Contact Suzanne Johnson for more information or 

to sign up at 704-491-3915 or shj422@gmail.com. 
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 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


