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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

May 21, 2017 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary   

 Prelude on "Love Divine" Michael Burkhardt 

 
 Call to Worship  

Come and hear what the Lord has done, 

The Lord who has made everything! 



I cried out with praise on my tongue. 

And God heard my prayer. 

Bless the Lord, O people sing! 

Let the sound of praise ring out. 

 
 Opening Hymn No. 384  

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Alt. Tune: HYFRYDOL 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

Holy God, we know that in so many ways 

   we have run from you, 

   we have ignored your call, 

   we have closed our eyes to your presence, 

   we have disbelieved your mercy, 

   we have disregarded your words, 

   we have belittled ourselves,  

   we have forsaken others. 

So we ask, once again, for your forgiveness. We ask you to stay with     

   us as we turn away from what is wrong and hurtful to what is   

   bright and life-giving. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45, 11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45, 11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 
 Hymn of Preparation  

Comfort, Comfort Now My People arr. Michael Burkhardt 

 



 
 Gospel Reading John 14:15-21 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  

 

Offertory   

Lord of the Small Dan Forrest 

Praise to the Lord of the small, broken things, 

who sees the poor sparrow that cannot take wing, 

who loves the lame child, and the wretch in the street, 

who comforts their sorrows and washes their feet. 

 

Praise to the Lord of the faint and afraid, 

who girds them with courage and lends them his aid. 

He pours out his Spirit on vessels so weak 

that the timid can serve and the silent can speak. 

 

Praise to the Lord of the frail and the ill, 

who heals their afflictions, or carries them till 

they leave this tired frame and to paradise fly, 

to never be sick and never to die. 

 

Praise Him, O praise him, all ye who yet live, 

who’ve been given so much and can so little give, 

our frail, lisping praise God will never despise: 

he sees his dear children through mercy-filled eyes. 
 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 
 Prayer of Dedication  
 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn   

They Will Know We Are Christians By Our Love  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 

we are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord, 

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 

and they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 

we will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand, 

and together we’ll spread the news that God is in our land: 

and they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

we will work with each other, we will work side by side, 

and we’ll guard human dignity and save human pride: 

and they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, 

and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 

and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 

and they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 



 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Prelude in G, BWV 541 J. S. Bach 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 
 

LAY READERS 

Carol Green (8:30), Becky Headen (9:45), Kevan Smith (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Small Ensemble (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Matthew Buie (8:30), Louisa Cacchione (9:45), Maggie Whittle (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Jim Johnson and David Starling (8:30) 

Amelia Fisher and Deems May (9:45) 

Carter Borrelli and Emma Malak (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Zackary Correll (8:30), Emerson Smith (9:45), Nickolaus Janak (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk or in the Sanctuary narthex. To 

learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, reach Rev. Parker Haynes 

at parker@mpumc.org. Our next Discover Myers Park class to learn about our 

church meets at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, August 27, in the Parish Life Building lobby. 

No reservations are needed. 

WELCOME, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES Children and their families are 

invited on a journey through worship. Find bright blue bags with worship guides at 

the Sanctuary entrances. Please return the bags after worship. 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP COMMISSIONING At this morning’s 8:45 a.m. 

service, we are commissioning our youth who will go on mission trips this 

summer, that their journeys be meaningful and safe. 

TRAIN TODAY TO BE A GREETER Greeters on Sunday morning help make 

our church as welcoming as possible by answering questions and helping people 

get where they’re going. A training session for newcomers, and also greeters who 

might enjoy a refresher, is from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. today in Room 108 of the Parish 

Life Building. Questions? Please join us. To learn more, reach Rob and Julie 

Dellibovi at robertandjulieann@gmail.com. This initiative springs from our Step, 

Jump, Leap initiative. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 9:45 a.m. service are Lucy Eleanor Dudley, daughter of Emily and Evan 

Dudley; and Anna Beth Jane Edwards, daughter of Ashley and Hunter Edwards. 

Being baptized at the 11:00 a.m. service are Grayson Gravely Caudle, son of 

Suzanne and Hunter Caudle; Charles Christopher Flouhouse and Madison Lee 

Flouhouse, children of Lori and Chris Flouhouse; and Speight Wescot Wiley and 

Howell Alexandria Wiley, children of Cutchin and Greg Wiley. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in memory 

of Jimmie and Orion Finklea on their 57th anniversary by their children and 

grandchildren. 
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PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND Dr. Howell and Rev. Parker Haynes are away 

today, leading a group of 40 pilgrims to the Holy Land. Watch for dispatches on 

our Facebook and web pages! Dr. Howell will return and preach next Sunday. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

RIDE THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service 

runs continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space.  

MyMPUMC Throughout May and beyond, we celebrate MyMPUMC and 

deepening our church connection. MyMPUMC lives at the top of the home page at 

www.myersparkumc.org and offers members the chance to set up an account that 

gives easy entry to all slices of church life. You can access the church member 

directory and calendar of activities, make a donation, update your personal 

information and more. Sundays in May, information tables in the lobby of the 

Parish Life Building (look for the colorful, new banner) will offer more on this 

ministry. Someone will be there to talk with you from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Details: Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org. 

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? Funds collected through our second-mile 

outreach fund support organizations like Freedom School Partners, which 

promotes the long-term success of children by preventing summer learning loss by 

igniting a passion for reading and learning. We will host 90 scholars this summer 

at our site at Sedgefield Elementary School. We were blessed to award more than 

$1 million in Jubilee Plus! grants in 2016 and hope to do the same or more each 

year. Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a check 

to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering plate or 

mail it to the church. 

CHOIR HEADED TO NEW YORK Members of our Chancel Choir, musicians 

and family – 65 people in all – will travel to New York Thursday, May 25, and 

perform The Armed Man: A Mass For Peace on Sunday, May 28, at The Riverside 

Church in Manhattan. The group returns Monday, May 29. Please pray for a 

profound time of fellowship and an impact in New York City with the music. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
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WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
 

HANDBELL CONCERT MONDAY The Charlotte Bronze Handbell Ensemble 

will present a free concert at 7:00 p.m. Monday, May 22, in Jubilee Hall. Come 

and enjoy this special event. 

SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS TUESDAY A Caregivers Support Group meets 

each month, offering the chance to share joys and challenges with others walking 

the same path. The next meeting is 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 23, in 

Room 105 of the Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-

295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: 

Barbecue with sauces, buns, cole slaw, vegetarian baked beans, desserts and ice 

cream. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 

(option six) by noon each Tuesday. The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish 

Life lobby is open until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

The last H.O.T. Wednesday of the season is May 31. 

MECKMIN BREAKFAST The city’s long-time interfaith group hosts its annual 

Community Leader Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. Thursday, May 25, at Covenant 

Presbyterian Church, 1000 E. Morehead St. The breakfast will honor, among 

others, Muslim activist Rose Hamid, long a friend of our congregation. The award 

is named for church member Sydnor Thompson Jr., who died in 2015. Tickets and 

details: www.meckmin.org. 

PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Register your rising second- through eighth-

grader online at www.myersparkumc.org for our annual music camp. Down By The 

Creek Bank is set for 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. July 31 to August 4. Details: Nancy 

Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org. 
 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

CENTERING PRAYER ON WEDNESDAY 

All are welcome to join in Centering Prayers Wednesdays from 11:30 a.m. to noon 

in Francis Chapel. This practice moves us from prayer focused on talking to God to 

one in which we rest and listen for God. Staff and lay leaders in the Faith 

Formation Ministry will lead the weekly sessions. 

 

CONFIRMATION Confirmation Sunday, always a meaningful morning in the 

life of the church, is June 4 at our three Sanctuary services as 58 eighth-graders 

complete the journey that began at their baptism. 
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SPECIAL CONFIRMATION OPPORTUNITY Next year, we will offer an 

adapted Confirmation curriculum, in a shorter session, for students in Grades 7-12 

with special learning needs. Parents will be asked to facilitate. To learn more, 

reach Meredith Starling at 704-277-1552 or starlinm@bellsouth.net or Amy 

Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com. 

ST. FRANCIS PILGRIMAGE Join Dr. Howell as he leads a trip to Italy October 

8-18 to walk in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. The group will fly directly to 

Rome and visit several destinations central to the life of one of history’s most 

revered religious figures. Learn about the pilgrimage at 

http://revjameshowell.blogspot.com or reach our Senior Pastor at 

james@mpumc.org. Deadline to sign up is July 10. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 

SIGN UP TO SERVE WITH FREEDOM SCHOOL Ready to serve this 

summer? Registration is in full swing. Join us to chaperone an outing, read with a 

scholar and help with an afternoon activity. Serve once or many times during our 

11th summer of Freedom School June 19 to July 28. Sign up at 

www.myersparkumc.org/serve. Details: Ellen Underwood at 

ecunderw@bellsouth.net. 

SERVE AT MEN’S SHELTER COMMISSARY The Commissary distributes 

needed items such as socks, toiletries and underwear. Help distribute the items we 

collected last month at church, from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 23 or 30, at 

the uptown shelter. To learn more and sign up, reach Cindylu Brubaker at 

cindylubrubaker@twc.com. 

HELP STUDENTS SHOW WHAT THEY’VE LEARNED Our partner schools, 

Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield Middle, need proctors to help students 

succeed with testing in late May and early June. Contact Dominique Stone at 

dominique1.stone@cms.k12.nc.us for Sedgefield Elementary and Lisa Howell at 

lisaruns@icloud.com for Sedgefield Middle. 

100K DREAM STORY We are thrilled to hear stories with new neighbors as part 

of The 100K Dream. Kerry Porter served with Charlotte Green as they prepared 

for spring planting: “I met with Cissy Shull, who helps plan the gardens. She was 

amazing! She was great with the kids and knew everyone in the community by 

name.” Tell us how you’re serving and the people you’re meeting by filling out 

each week the card in the pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in the offering 

plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org. 
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DONATE USED INSTRUMENTS Donations of band and orchestra instruments 

for young musicians at Sedgefield Middle School are welcome in the marked bin 

in the Parish Life Building lobby through Wednesday, May 24. Details: Megan 

Jones at mjones@mpumc.org. 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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