
ELEANOR RODWAY’S 
EASTER STORY

“Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of  God’s new project, not to snatch 
people away from earth to heaven, but to colonize earth with the life 
of  heaven. The message of  Easter is that God’s new world has been 
unveiled in Jesus Christ and that you’re now invited to belong to it.”

Scholar and author N.T. Wright

EASTER, 2017

Did you give up something for Lent? On the eve of  
Easter, church member Eleanor Rodway shares her 
Lenten offering, and a lesson for a lifetime.

As the season of  Lent approached, I 
struggled once again with what to 

do. Usually it means giving something 
up. Give up alcohol? I’m a mom of  three 

young boys. A glass 
of  wine is practically 
prescribed by my 
doctor. Give up 
Instagram? Facebook? 
Television?

In the midst of  
my wondering, my 
husband, Jamie, 
mentioned that he 
had spent one Lent 

writing letters to people in his past, letting 

them know what they had meant to him. A 
light bulb went off  in my head. Instead of  
giving up something for Lent, I could do 
something for Lent.

There is so much hatred, anger, stress and 
negativity in the world today. Here was a 
chance to contribute something positive. 
Each day, I’d go to a quiet moment of  
reflection, then write a letter to someone in 
my life, past or present, to let them know 
how thankful I am for them, and how 
deeply they have inspired me.

And so I began my journey of  giving back.

I’ve written to old friends, reflecting on our 
friendship. I’ve reached out to people via 
social media who I barely know but learned 
of  their story and struggles from the 
prayers they’ve requested. I’ve reached out

Do you embrace the 
possibilities of  a new 
life? Can you see a future 
transformed? That is our 
Easter hope and prayer. 
Turn inside and to www.
myersparkumc.org for 
our Holy Week schedule 
of  services, including 
Easter Sunday, April 
16. Note the 7:00 a.m. 
sunrise service. Please 
arrive as early as you can 
to settle in for worship. 
Remember the Sunday 
shuttle bus that makes 
it easy to get to church. 
Details on the shuttle 
and other Easter Sunday 
logistics are inside. 
Happy Easter.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

SUMMER INTERNS, PASS THE PEACE

Eleanor Rodway

Continued On The Insert...

• Prepare to welcome the summer interns: Sarah Wheatley 
is our Duke Divinity School intern, arriving in late May 

to contribute to (and learn from) 
all slices of  life at the church. Sarah 
will have finished her first year, 
pursuing the Christian Education 
certificate (“I was born a teacher”) 
and ordination as a deacon. A 
native of  Northville, Michigan, 
she graduated from Vanderbilt 
University. Away from church life, 
she’s trying to embrace cooking as 
a hobby, which explains why she 
watches Food Network. Sarah Yoss, 

a Christian Education major at Presbyterian College, will 
serve as Youth Ministries intern. Bailey Caudle, who 

grew up in our church and attends University of  South 
Carolina, will serve as Missions Intern. Kate Stuart, a 
UNC-Chapel Hill student raised in our church, will work 
as Youth/Children’s Intern. Plans call for an intern to 
work with ministry partner South Tryon Community 
Church. Learn more about the interns, including lots of  
fun stuff, after they arrive.

• Eight church youth and adults are participating in Pass The 
Peace meals with members of  St. Mark’s and Providence 
United Methodist churches, and police officers. It’s part 
of  the continuing focus on reconciliation, the meals meant 
to inspire friendships and honest dialogue about difficult 
issues. The next gatherings begin this month at Rooster’s 
in SouthPark, which is providing special hospitality. 
Details: Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

Sarah Wheatley

Dr. Melanie Dobson looks back on the healing service, a special gathering that wel-
comed 25 or so people to Francis Chapel.
This was a quiet, but profound service. The service provides a space for 
prayer and for scripture, and then for anointing. In the anointing, people 
come forward, kneel at the altar and share their deepest needs for healing, 
or requests on behalf  of  another. The wood of  the kneeler rail receives 
some drops of  tears, and the smell of  the olive oil mixed with frankin-
cense in the anointing oil. Francis Chapel becomes holy ground, scented 
with prayer, oil and hope.

PRAYER, OIL, TEARS AND HOPE



• Men are invited on a backpacking trip May 5-6 to Pisgah 
National Forest in western North Carolina. The group will 
leave Friday morning and return Saturday night. Want to 
go? Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org.

• Dr. Howell will lead a trip to Italy October 8-18 to “walk 
in the footsteps of  St. Francis of  Assisi,” as he puts 
it. The group will fly directly to Rome and visit several 
destinations central to the life of  one of  history’s most 
revered religious figures. Learn about the St. Francis 
Pilgrimage at www.revjameshowellblogspot.com or reach 
our Senior Pastor at james@mpumc.org. Deadline to sign 
up is July 15.

• Church member Jim Walters continues to grow Small 
Stuff  Mission, his not-for-profit ministry that provides 
handyman services to the elderly, handicapped and 
others in need. Since launching in June 2016, Small Stuff  
Mission has helped more than 110 people with such tasks 
as replacing smoke alarms, installing grab bars, minor 
plumbing and electrical repairs and more. Handyman 
volunteers include Toby Funderburke, Wayne Bass, Jerry 
Mitchell, Tom Harrall, Ed Spears, Eric Dudley, Ron 
Edwards and Bill Austin. To learn about all the services 
offered and other details, visit www.smallstuffmission.org.

• From Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones: “We’re moving 
toward reaching the hours served in the community that 
we pledged in The 100K Dream. Through March, we have 
reported 9,498 hours. Elizabeth Buie shares a lesson 
from a meal prepared with friends in Haiti: “In addition 

to physical sustenance, the meal provided something 
for the soul…The preparation started the day before 
when 25 women came together to harvest and clean 
chickens. They spent a day and a half  cooking, but amid 
the toil there was laughter and camaraderie. The next day, 
950-plus people shared a meal. In a place where  life is 
difficult, I felt humbled that our church could provide an 
opportunity for this community to have community.” Tell 
us how you’re serving and the people you’re meeting by 
filling out the card in the Sanctuary pew rack and Jubilee 
Hall and dropping it in the offering plate, or by e-mailing 
100kdream@mpumc.org.

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will have 
a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with Holy Com-
munion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  
stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  
the passion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will 
participate. Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child 
care is available.

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked by 

the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel of  
Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Child care is available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving outside 

to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan Arledge 
will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will participate.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 a.m. 
service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Over-
flow will be available for all three services in Francis Chapel, 
spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chancel Choir 
will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, the commis-

sion the choir premiered in honor of  Margaret Ann Schrum. 
Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter Sunday. 
There is no Sunday School for children and youth. Child care 
for preschool and younger is available for all services except 
the sunrise service.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree (www.
qcfamilytree.org), a community development ministry in west 
Charlotte. Make your check out to Myers Park United Meth-
odist Church with QC Family Tree on the memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather on 
the church lawn and fill the cross with flowers. Photos are 
encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Dr. Howell has been reflecting on prayer in his e-mail series 

through Easter Sunday, April 16. If  you already receive his 
e-mail reflections, you will receive this. To begin getting his 
e-mails, reach Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Stephen Ministries’ annual Meditations For Lent is around the 
campus, with reflections from members, clergy and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ Lenten calendar is also around the cam-
pus with Scripture and suggestions for observing Lent.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Sara Hayworth Davis, mother of  George Davis, who died on 
March 26, 2017. Katheryn Coor Edwards Lewis, grandmother 
of  Meredith Green and great-grandmother of  Dayton and 
Jack Green, who died on March 27, 2017. Charles Wayne 
Hoover, father of  Kay Sowers and grandfather of  Kristine, 
Charlie and David Sowers, who died on March 28, 2017. Joseph 
“Chick” Franklin Thompson, father of  Layne Garner and Stuart 
Thompson, grandfather of  Ellie and CeCe Garner, brother-in-
law of  Harriette Thompson and uncle of  Brenny Thompson, 
Darcy Howard and Kathy-Line Kelly, who died on March 29, 
2017. Jeannine “Hotsy” Newman, aunt of  Ann Moore, who died 
on April 3,2017.  

Babies
Sally Caroline Meldau, daughter of  Claire and Travis Meldau and 
sister of  Reid and Luke Meldau, born on March 29, 2017.

Weddings
Kristen Rivers and Eric Holberton, married on March 10, 
2017, in Columbia. Stephanie Lee Miller and Josh Randolph 
Wilburn, married on April 1, 2017, at the church. Kaley 
Smith and Blair Henson, married on April 8, 2017, at the 
church.

Holy Week, 2017

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares a poignant moment.

Our church hosted Second Harvest Food Bank’s annual 
Partner Appreciation Luncheon recently in Jubilee Hall. 

We were especially glad to welcome 
this gathering, and to honor together 
the legacy of  one of  our most 
beloved church members: Former 
Second Harvest board member Cliff  
Hemingway, who passed away last year. 
In front of  an appreciative crowd, Cliff  
was awarded posthumously the 2016 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Accepting 
on Cliff ’s behalf  was Ginny Tewey, a 
church member and long-time friend. 

“I have been appointed to the board but I can’t step into Cliff ’s 
shoes,” Ginny said. “I don’t have his talents or experience. He 
served on the board for more than 20 years. You may have 
heard that the newest warehouse building currently under 
construction was accomplished by Cliff  getting the project 
off  the ground, working with the City, County and all the 
bureaucratic departments necessary. He wouldn’t give up. He 
couldn’t take no for an answer. He kept working until all the 
ducks were in a row.”

Church member David Dulin, who also attended the luncheon, 
remembers Cliff  fondly: “He was the sweetest, gentlest, most 
humble and polite man I ever met. Always giving and serving 
without wanting notice or recognition. The passage from 
Micah 6:8 must have been written about Cliff  – He has shown 
you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of  you? To 
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

HONORING, AND REMEMBERING, 
CLIFF HEMINGWAY

Cliff  Hemingway

In March, the backpacking ministry visited Grayson Highlands 
State Park in Virginia. Photo by Parker Haynes.

Each year, the United Methodist Association of  
Communicators recognizes communications efforts at all levels 
of  The United Methodist Church, from the local church level 
to global general boards and agencies. At the annual meeting 
of  the United Methodist Association of  Communicators 
in New Orleans, our communications team, Director of  
Communications Ken Garfield and Assistant Director of  
Communications Melissa McGill, took home these awards in 
the local church/conference category:

• Print Publications/Newsletter: First place for the 
Cornerstone, the church newsletter published every other 
week.

• Print Publications/Magazine: Second place for 
Intersection.

• Writing – Nonfiction: First place for the story, the Future 
of  the Church, featured in the Summer 2016 issue of  
Intersection. The piece featured a Q&A with our summer 
interns. Church member Bill Walton took the photos for 
the story, as he did for many Intersection magazine stories. 
Intersection is published three times a year.

• Visual Design – Web Design: Second place for the 
redesign of  the church website (www.myersparkumc.org).

• Video Production – Costs less than $500: Third place 
for a video series highlighting the 2016 mission trip to 
Brazil, produced by Melissa McGill.

KUDOS TO OUR CHURCH 
COMMUNICATIONS

BACKPACKING, ASSISI PILGRIMAGE



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

April 12, 2017

• THE ARMED MAN Music Ministry will present The Armed 
Man: A Mass For Peace at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, May 7, in the 
Sanctuary. The Chancel Choir will be joined by a full orchestra 
plus a special lighting display depicting the impact of  war and 
peace. The program is free. No reservations are needed.

• STEPHEN MINISTRY Worship on Sunday, April 30, will 
lift up Stephen Ministers, trained lay people who provide 
confidential care to those who are hurting. Information tables 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon that Sunday in the Parish Life lobby 
will offer information. Need a Stephen Minister? Reach Rev. 
Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

• LEARN ABOUT ISRAEL Rev. Parker Haynes will lead two 
classes for the congregation and community, including those 
traveling to Israel in May with Parker and Dr. Howell: A Brief  
History Of  Ancient Israel at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 18, and The 
Life And Ministry Of  Jesus at 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 1, both in 
Francis Chapel. No reservations are needed.

• PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Register your rising second- 
through eighth-grader online at www.myersparkumc.org for 
the annual music camp. Down By The Creek Bank is 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. July 31 to August 4. Details: Nancy Hamff  at 
nancy@mpumc.org.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL The church’s 11th summer of  
Freedom School is June 19 to July 28, helping young scholars 
from the South Tryon community enhance reading skills 
and blunt summer learning loss. Want to help? Reach Ellen 
Underwood at ecunderw@bellsouth.net.

• JUBILEE PLUS! Gifts to our church outreach fund 
are always welcome. Donate at www.myersparkumc.org/
jubileeplus or write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in 
the memo line.

• ADULTS PLUS! All are welcome to discuss Creation Care 
and preserving the environment at the Adults Plus! program 
at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 19, in Room 103 of  the Parish 
Life Building. A roast beef  lunch follows for $5. To make a 
reservation by noon April 18, call 704-376-5520 (option two) 
or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• SPIRITUAL LIFE RETREAT Register for the Adults 
Plus! Spiritual Life Retreat October 4-6 to Lake Junaluska. 
Church member Mark Edwards will lead a study on The 
Revelation Of  John. Registration brochures are around the 
campus and at www.myersparkumc.org/senior-adults. Reach 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The Memorial Day church 
weekend at Camp Tekoa May 26-28 in the N.C. mountains 
is a time of  fellowship and fun. Deadline to sign up at www.
myersparkumc.org is May 15. Questions? Reach Jenna Zello 
at 704-295-4801 or jenna@mpumc.org.

• INTRODUCTION TO ENNEAGRAM Dr. Paul 
Hanneman will lead an Introduction To Enneagram In Three Parts 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Monday, April 24 and May 1 and 8, 
in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building. The Enneagram 
is a new personality typing system. Register by April 19 at 
www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. Details: Dr. Melanie 
Dobson at 704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org.

• EARLY MORNING BIBLE STUDY All are invited to 
the Napa Bible study from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays at 
Napa on Providence at 110 Perrin Place across the street 
from church. Breakfast is free. So is the Bible study and 
fellowship. Details: Ryan Blalock at 704-851-1115.

• CPR TRAINING Heartsavers CPR training is 6:00 to 
9:30 p.m. Monday, May 1, in Room 110 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Cost is $30. Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-295-
4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• UMAR LUNCHEON The Friends of  UMAR Luncheon 
and art sale to benefit the agency that works with adults with 
disabilities is at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, April 25, at Providence 
United Methodist, 2810 Providence Road. Details: www.
umarinfo.com.

• SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool 
Spring Carnival is 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 
29, in the Parish Life Building parking lot with pony rides, 
inflatables, food and more. It moves indoors in bad weather 
(not the ponies). To help: Jill Gadd at 704-564-6629 or 
jillrgadd@gmail.com.



to others I know just casually but interact with regularly. For 
example, I wrote a note of  thanks to Gene Rost, the friendly 
police officer who directs traffic outside our church, who 
knows our sons by name. And I wrote to the front-desk person 
at my gym who always has a smile, even at 5:30 in the morning. 

What I didn’t anticipate was the response I’d receive. It’s been 
more overwhelming and gratifying than I could ever have 
anticipated. In one instance, I wrote to an uncle and aunt of  
mine to let them know how I admired their marriage and the 
way they’ve raised their now-adult children. I said I hoped to 
bring to my marriage and family the magic formula that they’ve 
mastered. My aunt responded by sharing my grandmother’s 
favorite saying: “If  you can’t say anything nice, don’t say 
anything at all.” Then my aunt shared that my grandmother is 
most certainly looking down with pride. Grandma passed away 

a few years ago. But as I write this piece for the Cornerstone, I can 
hear her voice. She had 13 children, 29 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. Her kindness, faith and love lives through 
each one of  them today. These last seven weeks, I have felt her 
words flow through me, too.

This year, Lent showed me that “sacrifice” doesn’t take much 
time – maybe 15 minutes a day to write a short note, address 
an envelope and enjoy a quick walk to the mailbox. But in that 
time, the impact on another person’s life – and on my own – 
can be immeasurable.

This year, I didn’t give up something for Lent. Instead, I gained 
more than I could have imagined.

ELEANOR RODWAY’S 
EASTER STORY...

Jamie and Eleanor Rodway and their children, from left, Max and twins Ben and Gus.

Continued From The Front Page..

“God proved His love on the Cross. 
When Christ hung, and bled, and died, it was 

God saying to the world, ‘I love you.’”
Billy Graham

Easter photo to the right by Lindsay Gildea.



• Men are invited on a backpacking trip May 5-6 to Pisgah 
National Forest in western North Carolina. The group will 
leave Friday morning and return Saturday night. Want to 
go? Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org.

• Dr. Howell will lead a trip to Italy October 8-18 to “walk 
in the footsteps of  St. Francis of  Assisi,” as he puts 
it. The group will fly directly to Rome and visit several 
destinations central to the life of  one of  history’s most 
revered religious figures. Learn about the St. Francis 
Pilgrimage at www.revjameshowellblogspot.com or reach 
our Senior Pastor at james@mpumc.org. Deadline to sign 
up is July 15.

• Church member Jim Walters continues to grow Small 
Stuff  Mission, his not-for-profit ministry that provides 
handyman services to the elderly, handicapped and 
others in need. Since launching in June 2016, Small Stuff  
Mission has helped more than 110 people with such tasks 
as replacing smoke alarms, installing grab bars, minor 
plumbing and electrical repairs and more. Handyman 
volunteers include Toby Funderburke, Wayne Bass, Jerry 
Mitchell, Tom Harrall, Ed Spears, Eric Dudley, Ron 
Edwards and Bill Austin. To learn about all the services 
offered and other details, visit www.smallstuffmission.org.

• From Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones: “We’re moving 
toward reaching the hours served in the community that 
we pledged in The 100K Dream. Through March, we have 
reported 9,498 hours. Elizabeth Buie shares a lesson 
from a meal prepared with friends in Haiti: “In addition 

to physical sustenance, the meal provided something 
for the soul…The preparation started the day before 
when 25 women came together to harvest and clean 
chickens. They spent a day and a half  cooking, but amid 
the toil there was laughter and camaraderie. The next day, 
950-plus people shared a meal. In a place where  life is 
difficult, I felt humbled that our church could provide an 
opportunity for this community to have community.” Tell 
us how you’re serving and the people you’re meeting by 
filling out the card in the Sanctuary pew rack and Jubilee 
Hall and dropping it in the offering plate, or by e-mailing 
100kdream@mpumc.org.

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will have 
a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with Holy Com-
munion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  
stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  
the passion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will 
participate. Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child 
care is available.

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked by 

the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel of  
Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Child care is available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving outside 

to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan Arledge 
will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will participate.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 a.m. 
service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Over-
flow will be available for all three services in Francis Chapel, 
spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chancel Choir 
will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, the commis-

sion the choir premiered in honor of  Margaret Ann Schrum. 
Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter Sunday. 
There is no Sunday School for children and youth. Child care 
for preschool and younger is available for all services except 
the sunrise service.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree (www.
qcfamilytree.org), a community development ministry in west 
Charlotte. Make your check out to Myers Park United Meth-
odist Church with QC Family Tree on the memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather on 
the church lawn and fill the cross with flowers. Photos are 
encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Dr. Howell has been reflecting on prayer in his e-mail series 

through Easter Sunday, April 16. If  you already receive his 
e-mail reflections, you will receive this. To begin getting his 
e-mails, reach Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Stephen Ministries’ annual Meditations For Lent is around the 
campus, with reflections from members, clergy and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ Lenten calendar is also around the cam-
pus with Scripture and suggestions for observing Lent.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Sara Hayworth Davis, mother of  George Davis, who died on 
March 26, 2017. Katheryn Coor Edwards Lewis, grandmother 
of  Meredith Green and great-grandmother of  Dayton and 
Jack Green, who died on March 27, 2017. Charles Wayne 
Hoover, father of  Kay Sowers and grandfather of  Kristine, 
Charlie and David Sowers, who died on March 28, 2017. Joseph 
“Chick” Franklin Thompson, father of  Layne Garner and Stuart 
Thompson, grandfather of  Ellie and CeCe Garner, brother-in-
law of  Harriette Thompson and uncle of  Brenny Thompson, 
Darcy Howard and Kathy-Line Kelly, who died on March 29, 
2017. Jeannine “Hotsy” Newman, aunt of  Ann Moore, who died 
on April 3,2017.  

Babies
Sally Caroline Meldau, daughter of  Claire and Travis Meldau and 
sister of  Reid and Luke Meldau, born on March 29, 2017.

Weddings
Kristen Rivers and Eric Holberton, married on March 10, 
2017, in Columbia. Stephanie Lee Miller and Josh Randolph 
Wilburn, married on April 1, 2017, at the church. Kaley 
Smith and Blair Henson, married on April 8, 2017, at the 
church.

Holy Week, 2017

Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones shares a poignant moment.

Our church hosted Second Harvest Food Bank’s annual 
Partner Appreciation Luncheon recently in Jubilee Hall. 

We were especially glad to welcome 
this gathering, and to honor together 
the legacy of  one of  our most 
beloved church members: Former 
Second Harvest board member Cliff  
Hemingway, who passed away last year. 
In front of  an appreciative crowd, Cliff  
was awarded posthumously the 2016 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Accepting 
on Cliff ’s behalf  was Ginny Tewey, a 
church member and long-time friend. 

“I have been appointed to the board but I can’t step into Cliff ’s 
shoes,” Ginny said. “I don’t have his talents or experience. He 
served on the board for more than 20 years. You may have 
heard that the newest warehouse building currently under 
construction was accomplished by Cliff  getting the project 
off  the ground, working with the City, County and all the 
bureaucratic departments necessary. He wouldn’t give up. He 
couldn’t take no for an answer. He kept working until all the 
ducks were in a row.”

Church member David Dulin, who also attended the luncheon, 
remembers Cliff  fondly: “He was the sweetest, gentlest, most 
humble and polite man I ever met. Always giving and serving 
without wanting notice or recognition. The passage from 
Micah 6:8 must have been written about Cliff  – He has shown 
you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of  you? To 
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”

HONORING, AND REMEMBERING, 
CLIFF HEMINGWAY

Cliff  Hemingway

In March, the backpacking ministry visited Grayson Highlands 
State Park in Virginia. Photo by Parker Haynes.

Each year, the United Methodist Association of  
Communicators recognizes communications efforts at all levels 
of  The United Methodist Church, from the local church level 
to global general boards and agencies. At the annual meeting 
of  the United Methodist Association of  Communicators 
in New Orleans, our communications team, Director of  
Communications Ken Garfield and Assistant Director of  
Communications Melissa McGill, took home these awards in 
the local church/conference category:

• Print Publications/Newsletter: First place for the 
Cornerstone, the church newsletter published every other 
week.

• Print Publications/Magazine: Second place for 
Intersection.

• Writing – Nonfiction: First place for the story, the Future 
of  the Church, featured in the Summer 2016 issue of  
Intersection. The piece featured a Q&A with our summer 
interns. Church member Bill Walton took the photos for 
the story, as he did for many Intersection magazine stories. 
Intersection is published three times a year.

• Visual Design – Web Design: Second place for the 
redesign of  the church website (www.myersparkumc.org).

• Video Production – Costs less than $500: Third place 
for a video series highlighting the 2016 mission trip to 
Brazil, produced by Melissa McGill.

KUDOS TO OUR CHURCH 
COMMUNICATIONS

BACKPACKING, ASSISI PILGRIMAGE



ELEANOR RODWAY’S 
EASTER STORY

“Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of  God’s new project, not to snatch 
people away from earth to heaven, but to colonize earth with the life 
of  heaven. The message of  Easter is that God’s new world has been 
unveiled in Jesus Christ and that you’re now invited to belong to it.”

Scholar and author N.T. Wright

EASTER, 2017

Did you give up something for Lent? On the eve of  
Easter, church member Eleanor Rodway shares her 
Lenten offering, and a lesson for a lifetime.

As the season of  Lent approached, I 
struggled once again with what to 

do. Usually it means giving something 
up. Give up alcohol? I’m a mom of  three 

young boys. A glass 
of  wine is practically 
prescribed by my 
doctor. Give up 
Instagram? Facebook? 
Television?

In the midst of  
my wondering, my 
husband, Jamie, 
mentioned that he 
had spent one Lent 

writing letters to people in his past, letting 

them know what they had meant to him. A 
light bulb went off  in my head. Instead of  
giving up something for Lent, I could do 
something for Lent.

There is so much hatred, anger, stress and 
negativity in the world today. Here was a 
chance to contribute something positive. 
Each day, I’d go to a quiet moment of  
reflection, then write a letter to someone in 
my life, past or present, to let them know 
how thankful I am for them, and how 
deeply they have inspired me.

And so I began my journey of  giving back.

I’ve written to old friends, reflecting on our 
friendship. I’ve reached out to people via 
social media who I barely know but learned 
of  their story and struggles from the 
prayers they’ve requested. I’ve reached out

Do you embrace the 
possibilities of  a new 
life? Can you see a future 
transformed? That is our 
Easter hope and prayer. 
Turn inside and to www.
myersparkumc.org for 
our Holy Week schedule 
of  services, including 
Easter Sunday, April 
16. Note the 7:00 a.m. 
sunrise service. Please 
arrive as early as you can 
to settle in for worship. 
Remember the Sunday 
shuttle bus that makes 
it easy to get to church. 
Details on the shuttle 
and other Easter Sunday 
logistics are inside. 
Happy Easter.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

SUMMER INTERNS, PASS THE PEACE

Eleanor Rodway

Continued On The Insert...

• Prepare to welcome the summer interns: Sarah Wheatley 
is our Duke Divinity School intern, arriving in late May 

to contribute to (and learn from) 
all slices of  life at the church. Sarah 
will have finished her first year, 
pursuing the Christian Education 
certificate (“I was born a teacher”) 
and ordination as a deacon. A 
native of  Northville, Michigan, 
she graduated from Vanderbilt 
University. Away from church life, 
she’s trying to embrace cooking as 
a hobby, which explains why she 
watches Food Network. Sarah Yoss, 

a Christian Education major at Presbyterian College, will 
serve as Youth Ministries intern. Bailey Caudle, who 

grew up in our church and attends University of  South 
Carolina, will serve as Missions Intern. Kate Stuart, a 
UNC-Chapel Hill student raised in our church, will work 
as Youth/Children’s Intern. Plans call for an intern to 
work with ministry partner South Tryon Community 
Church. Learn more about the interns, including lots of  
fun stuff, after they arrive.

• Eight church youth and adults are participating in Pass The 
Peace meals with members of  St. Mark’s and Providence 
United Methodist churches, and police officers. It’s part 
of  the continuing focus on reconciliation, the meals meant 
to inspire friendships and honest dialogue about difficult 
issues. The next gatherings begin this month at Rooster’s 
in SouthPark, which is providing special hospitality. 
Details: Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

Sarah Wheatley

Dr. Melanie Dobson looks back on the healing service, a special gathering that wel-
comed 25 or so people to Francis Chapel.
This was a quiet, but profound service. The service provides a space for 
prayer and for scripture, and then for anointing. In the anointing, people 
come forward, kneel at the altar and share their deepest needs for healing, 
or requests on behalf  of  another. The wood of  the kneeler rail receives 
some drops of  tears, and the smell of  the olive oil mixed with frankin-
cense in the anointing oil. Francis Chapel becomes holy ground, scented 
with prayer, oil and hope.

PRAYER, OIL, TEARS AND HOPE




