
By Brandon Lowery

Rev. Nathan Arledge and I recently took 
the trip of  a lifetime to Kenya to visit 

ZOE, a ministry we help support with 
Providence United Methodist Church.

Seeing the sunrise in northern Kenya while 
elephants and giraffes make their way across 
the landscape is an image I will never forget. 
But it isn’t nearly as unforgettable as the 
children of  ZOE whom we met on our 
journey. The model on which ZOE is built 
is powerful: Rather than offering relief  aid, 
we empower these orphans to help them-
selves. This is done by organizing orphans 
and vulnerable children into working groups 
of  20 to 30. Each group includes a head of  
household, and a support system to help the 
children prosper. ZOE offers the heads of  
households training in food/water security, 
child rights, health and hygiene, shelter, eco-
nomic training and social support.

We met Winfrend from the Conquerors 
working group, which we support in the 
Kiula village. At age 18, she cares for fi ve 
younger siblings. Winfrend completed ZOE 
training and opened a tea shop and general 
store in her village. After just seven months 
in the ZOE program, she is thriving. Her tea 
shop has what appears to be the only TV in 
the village. After ordering and receiving your 

tea, once your cup is empty, you must buy 
another or give up your seat to a waiting cus-
tomer. Today, Winfrend is a confi dent young 
woman able to provide the funds needed to 
re-enroll her younger siblings in school.

Nathan and I met children with similar sto-
ries. We plan to share these inspiring stories 
with you in the coming weeks. My dream is 
that we continue to grow in our support of  
ZOE by funding multiple working groups 
and traveling regularly to Kenya with teams 
of  church members to meet, pray for and 
encourage these amazing children. When I 
introduced myself  to a minister in Kenya, 
he told me he now knows my name, and I 
know his. That makes us friends. 

To learn more about how to get involved with ZOE, 
reach Nathan or me at nathan@mpumc.org or 
blowery@continentalchemicals.com.

AN UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY 
TO KENYA. NOW IT’S YOUR TURN.

By Ken Garfi eld

Megan Argabrite says ”God can speak 
in lots of  ways through the arts,” a 

conviction our new Director of  Worship 
& The Arts backed up 
by sharing a few of  her 
favorite things:
She loves all styles of  
worship, so long as the 
power of  the Sunday 
experience matters to 
you and me the rest of  
the week. In the nearly 
four years Megan directed 
worship arts at The Grove 

Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, she used 
a variety of  hymns, gospel, contemporary 
songs, handbells and more to touch souls.  
“A little bit of  everything,” she says. Megan 
sings (mezzo soprano), plays guitar, writes 
music and hesitates to describe her genre as 

solely folk. “I’ll try anything.” And such is 
her zest for all things creative, she shared her 
admiration for Beyonce’ (“A powerhouse”) 
and her admittedly nerdy love of  Star Trek 
(the William Shatner originals).
Starting April 24, when Megan begins 
her full-time ministry, Myers Park United 
Methodist Church will be getting a 
wonderful jolt of  enthusiasm.
“She is creative, smart, joyful, easy to be 
with, deeply spiritual and a skilled craftsman 
of  worship,” Dr. Howell says.
“She has such an infectious laugh,” says Bill 
Keith, Business Administrator at Covenant 
Presbyterian, where Megan served as a 
ministry intern in 2011-12. “I sang with 
her when we launched our contemporary 
service. She endeared herself  to so many of  
us. She still makes me smile just to see her.”
Megan, 33, takes the position previously 
held by Rev. Ellen Robison, now Minister of  

WELCOME, MEGAN ARGABRITE
Worship And The Arts at The Riverside Church in New York. 
But there’s been some adjusting: While Megan will focus on 
bringing a creative vision to our four services and expanding 
the arts in other ways, Peg Broughton’s role has grown: Peg 
will continue as Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor while 
also serving as Worship Coordinator, helping with the nuts 
and bolts of  worship.
Megan, a High Point native and lifelong Presbyterian, earned 
a Bachelor of  Arts degree in Music from Queens University 
of  Charlotte. A year in mission in inner-city Miami ignited her 
call to seminary. She earned a Master of  Divinity degree from 
Union Theological Seminary in Charlotte, attending class on 
weekends. At The Grove Presbyterian Church, she helped 
plan and lead worship, designed art displays, directed the 

Adult Handbell Choir, organized a community gospel concert, 
coordinated an after-school tutoring program and more.
She and her husband, Eric, who manages Amelie’s French 
bakery and café uptown, have two children they proudly 
describe as “spunky” – Louise, 6, and Davey, 3.
Spend an hour with Megan over a cup of  coffee as I did, and 
the hint of  what’s to come for our church reveals itself  word 
by word. She has an openness about faith and the arts. A love of  
worship. A passion for helping plan the hour on Sunday that 
can transform lives.

“God is up to something new at Myers Park United 
Methodist,” Megan says, “and I am delighted to join in the 
discovering.”

In this powerful season of  
Lent, turn inside today’s 
Cornerstone and to www.
myersparkumc.org and our 
other online platforms for 
the schedule of  activities 
and services. Included are 
service times for Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday. We begin Easter 
Sunday with a 7:00 a.m. 
sunrise service in Francis 
Chapel. Note that the 
Easter offering this year 
goes to the QC Family Tree 
(www.qcfamilytree.org) 
ministry in west Charlotte. 
Turn inside, too, for our 
Lenten Focus On Prayer 
opportunities.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

WELCOME, MEGAN ARGABRITE...

100K DREAM, GIFT TO TRINITY’S TABLE
• For the Pastor’s Book Club in March, Dr. Howell 

encouraged us to read My Utmost for His Highest by 
Oswald Chambers. Turn to Dr. Howell’s blog at www.
revjameshowell.blogspot.com to appreciate the story 
behind his affection for the devotional.

• Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones updates us 
on The 100K Dream, the drive to serve 100,000 hours in 
the community this year while build new relationships: 
“Through March 19th, we’ve reported 7,325 hours served. 
Liz Haines has assisted the girls’ soccer team at Sedgefi eld 
Middle School. ‘I have been supporting the coach and 
helping the team with ball skills and strategy. I’m glad 
to help since I think team sports, especially for girls, is 
important.’ Send in your hours and stories by e-mailing 
100kdream@mpumc.org or fi lling out the card in the 
Sanctuary pew clips and Jubilee Hall.”

• A gift of  $6,000 from the Wesley Sunday School class 
to Trinity’s Table will help sustain the community lunch 

that Myers Park United Methodist members serve each 
Thursday at South Tryon Community Church. The free 
lunch typically is served to 110 people each week. Trinity’s 
Table volunteer Jan Sharar, a Wesley class member, helped 
make the donation happen.

• Stephen Ministry Awareness Sunday is April 30, lifting 
up the lay people who provide confi dential care and a 
listening ear to those who are hurting. Information tables 
will be in the Parish Life lobby. Want to talk to a Stephen 
Minister? Reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@
mpumc.org.

• Continuing the focus on reconciliation, Music Ministry 
will present The Armed Man: A Mass For Peace at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 7, in the Sanctuary. The Chancel Choir led 
by Director of  Music Jimmy Jones will be joined by a 
full orchestra plus a special lighting display depicting the 
impact of  war and peace.

Continued From The Front Page...

Brandon Lowery and Rev. Nathan Arledge with 
our friends in Kenya.

Continued On The Back Page...

Megan Argabrite



Thursday, March 30
• An introduction to Handel’s Messiah from 10:00 a.m. to noon 

in Francis Chapel. Robert Moody, Music Director of  the 
Winston-Salem Symphony and Portland (Maine) Symphony, 
will introduce  the music and text. He and Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones will perform portions specifi c to Lent. Refresh-
ments follow in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building.

Palm Sunday, April 9
• Regular schedule of  services – 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in 

the Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee 
Hall. 

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will have 
a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with Holy Com-
munion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  
stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  
the passion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will 
participate. Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child 
care available.

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked by 

the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel of  
Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Child care available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving outside 

to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan Arledge 
will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will participate.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 a.m. 

service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Over-
fl ow will be available for all three services in Francis Chapel, 
spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chancel Choir 
will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, the commis-
sion the choir premiered in honor of  Margaret Ann Schrum. 
Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter Sunday. 
There is no Sunday School for children and youth. Worship 
care for children preschool and younger is available.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree (www.
qcfamilytree.org), a community development ministry in west 
Charlotte. Make the check out to Myers Park United Methodist 
Church with Easter Offering on the memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather on 
the church lawn and fi ll the cross with fl owers. Photos are 
encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of  a 

loved one? Place an order at www.myersparkumc.org or send 
a check for $15 per lily to the church along with the name of  
the person you are honoring/remembering. Deadline is Mon-
day, April 3. Dedications will be shared in the Easter Sunday 
worship bulletins.

• Stephen Ministries’ annual Meditations For Lent is around the 
church campus, fi lled with refl ections from members, clergy 
and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ Lenten calendar is also around the cam-
pus with Scripture and daily suggestions for observing Lent.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
John Leslie Turner III, brother of  Chris Turner, who died on 
March 5, 2017. June Laverne Moore, mother of  Scott Burnside, 
who died on March 6, 2017. Thomas E. Stanley, husband of  
Marty Stanley, who died on March 9, 2017. Rev. Dr. James 

Larry Mayo, father of  David Mayo, who died on March 12, 
2017. Marie White Murphy, mother of  Mark Murphy and 
grandmother of  Drew and Lilly Murphy, who died on March 
19, 2017. Burnus Helen “Bunny” Meyer Harder, mother of  Kathy 
Poe, grandmother of  Richard Poe, Kim Leighty and Meredith 
Martin and great-grandmother of  Dennis Leighty, Kate Martin 
and Ginny Martin, who died on March 21, 2017.

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY

These opportunities are also shared at www.myersparkumc.org and in a brochure around 
the church.
Dr. Howell’s E-Mail Series: Our Senior Pastor is refl ecting on prayer in his 
e-mail series through Easter Sunday, April 16. If  you already receive his e-
mail refl ections, you will receive this. To begin getting his e-mails, reach 
Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

Prayer Time: Francis Chapel will be open for prayer from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 5. From 11:30 a.m. to noon Wednesday, April 5, Centering 
Prayer practice will be available with Dr. Dobson. From 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 5, Lectio Divina teaching will be offered by Jessica Stevens.
Ongoing Opportunities: Sunday School classes and small groups are 
encouraged to contact the Adult Faith Formation offi ce for suggested studies designed to lead participants in deeper prayer 
practice. Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-4815 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

How To Pray: Melanie will offer a Prayer Tool Kit from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays through April 10 in Francis Chapel. Each 
hour-long class will include teaching/learning on different types of  prayer: Intercessory, thanksgiving, confession and contem-
plative, and an actual practice of  that prayer category. To register or learn more, visit www.mpumc.org/small-groups.

OUR LENTEN FOCUS ON PRAYER

Dr. Greg Underwood was part of  a team of  11 that recently worked 
alongside our friends in Bayonnais. Haiti. He refl ects on the experience. 
To learn more about world missions, visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

Pain. It was written all over her face as she paced the exam 
room and told her story. Her 13-year-old son had recently 
suffered from fever and abdominal pain – likely appendicitis. 
She had taken him to a voodoo witch doctor. He died.

Compassion and frustration. Both were in the voice of  Dr. 
Faustin Charles as he counseled the young woman. Dr. Charles 
was born and raised in Bayonnais. These are his people. He 
recently returned to run the new medical clinic in Bayonnais 
after completing his surgical residency. In this capacity, he 
battles poverty and disease, ignorance and superstition. “I 
could have fi xed him if  only she had come to me instead of  
the witch doctor.”

Progress, hope and the grace of  God. All are present in 
Bayonnais. The medical clinic has been built and now operates 
with a fully trained Haitian staff. The OFCB (our mission 
partner in Haiti) school continues to thrive. Its students 
continue to excel in national exams. The OFCB church 
continues its growing ministry in the community, serving as the 
catalyst for change. Many pressing needs remain, including the 

need for money for food, medicines and basic infrastructure 
improvements. The need remains, too, for education to battle 
hundreds of  years of  superstition, poor health practices and 
nonsustainable agricultural techniques. And the need for prayer 
and partnership as this community, with the help of  Myers 
Park United Methodist and others, lifts itself  from darkness 
into the light of  hope for a brighter future.

I am grateful to God for allowing us to participate in that 
transformation. Surely the presence of  the Lord is in this place.

IN HAITI, SEEKING THE LIGHT OF HOPE

Some members of  our church mission team with Dr. Charles and a 
nurse at the Bayonnais medical clinic.

Peetie Davant couldn’t make it to the Women’s Retreat, so 
the Women’s Retreat came to her. A dozen women gathered 
with Peetie at the Aldersgate retirement community where she 
lives to re-create the recent retreat at the Caraway Conference 
Center near Asheboro. The theme – aptly titled as it applies 
to this sweet story – was JOY. Martha Allen organized the 
afternoon outing, and Peetie enjoyed every moment: The 
hymns, Scripture, laughter and reuniting with friends now that 
she’s not able to get to church much. Peetie, 88, is in Assisted 
Living. Diabetes is no fun. But Peetie keeps in good spirits 
(“Most of  the time,” she says). She revels in the love of  her 
three children and fi ve grandchildren, appreciates the support 
of  her church Care Team, and has enjoyed March Madness, 
to a point. “I don’t care about the basketball now that Duke’s 
out.”

• Ken Garfi eld

PEETIE’S RETREAT

They called it The First Annual Peetie Davant Women’s Retreat/
Church Without Walls.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

March 29, 2017
• ADULTS PLUS! All are welcome to discuss Creation Care and 

the importance of  preserving the environment at the Adults 
Plus! program at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 19, in Room 103 
of  the Parish Life Building. Rev. Jonathan Brake of  Centenary 
United Methodist Church in Winston-Salem will speak. A 
roast beef  lunch follows for $5. To make a reservation by 
noon April 18, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail 
cmull@mpumc.org.

• SPIRITUAL LIFE RETREAT Register for the Adults Plus! 
Spiritual Life Retreat October 4-6 to Lake Junaluska. Church 
member Mark Edwards will lead a study on The Revelation Of  
John. Cost is $180 per person for double occupancy or $280 
single. Registration brochures are around the campus and at 
www.myersparkumc.org/senior-adults. Reach Christine Mull at 
704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• INVEST IN A CHILD Ensure that all future leaders from 
Sedgefield Elementary School can participate in their fifth 
grade field trip to Washington, D.C. April 4-6. To learn more 
about financially supporting a scholar, reach Kitty Bauknight 
at kbauknight@me.com.

• TEST PROCTORS Partner schools Sedgefield Elementary 
and Sedgefield Middle need proctors to help students with 
end-of-year testing. Reach Dominique Stone at Dominique1.
stone@cms.k12.nc.us to serve at Sedgefield Elementary and 
Lisa Howell at lisaruns@icloud.com for Sedgefield Middle.

• SIGN UP FOR VBS Registration continues at www.
myersparkumc.org/children for Vacation Bible School, set 
for June 19-22 for children age four through fifth grade. 
This year’s theme is Hero Central. To volunteer at VBS, reach 
Jennifer Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com. Details: Reach Sarah 
Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org or visit www.myersparkumc.
org/children.

• SIGN UP FOR SUMMER FUN DAYS Also: Register 
your child now through May 30 for Summer Fun Days. The 
two weeks of  camp are July 10-14 and 17-21 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
children in Grades K-5. Information packets and registration 
forms are outside the Children’s Ministries offices in the 
Snyder Building and at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The annual Memorial Day 
church weekend at Camp Tekoa May 26-28 in the N.C. 
mountains is a joyful time of  fellowship and fun. Early bird 
registration runs through March 31 at www.myersparkumc.
org. Deadline to sign up is May 15. Questions? Reach Jenna 
Zello at 704-295-4801 or jenna@mpumc.org.

• INTRODUCTION TO ENNEAGRAM Dr. Paul 
Hanneman will lead an Introduction To Enneagram In Three Parts 
from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Monday, April 24 and May 1 and 8, 
in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building. The Enneagram 
is one of  the newest personality typing systems in use. This 
tool can help us deepen relationships with ourselves, others 
and God. Register by April 19 at www.myersparkumc.org/
small-groups. Details: Dr. Melanie Dobson at 704-295-4840 
or melanie@mpumc.org.

• EARLY MORNING BIBLE STUDY All are invited to 
the Napa Bible study from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays at 
Napa on Providence at 110 Perrin Place across the street 
from church. Breakfast is free. So is the Bible study and 
fellowship. Details: Ryan Blalock at 704-851-1115.

• CPR TRAINING Heartsavers CPR training is 6:00 to 9:30 
p.m. Monday, April 3 and May 1, in Room 110 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Cost is $30 per class. Details: Carmen Rivera at 
704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• SIMPLY WOMEN SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS Women 
of  all ages are invited to a new class to share Bible study and 
fellowship. It meets at 9:45 a.m. Sundays in Room 167 in the 
Youth Building. Details: Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-
4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

• UMAR LUNCHEON The annual Friends of  UMAR 
Luncheon and art sale to benefit the agency that works with 
adults with disabilities is at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, April 25, 
at Providence United Methodist Church, 2810 Providence 
Road. Details: www.umarinfo.com or Cameron Hunter at 
704-659-7624 or cameronh@umarinfo.com.

• GREETERS AT WORK Greeters are on the job on 
Sunday morning, helping make the church as welcoming as 
possible. To be a greeter, reach Rob and Julie Dellibovi at 
robertandjulieann@gmail.com. The initiative springs from 
the Step, Jump, Leap strategic plan.



By Melissa McGill

It occurred to me as I prepared to help chaperone the middle 
school girls’ retreat that it has been 20 years since I was 13. 

(My internal dialogue: WAIT, WHAT? HOW DID THAT 
HAPPEN?) When I was 13, my biggest concerns were probably 
doing well in school, the first rounds of  teenage boy/girl parties 

and trying to talk my parents into getting a 
second phone line for me.

But at 13, it was also the first time I took 
ownership of  my involvement in church. I 
found some good friends in my Confirma-
tion classes and started participating with 
the youth group at church. I still treasure 
the memories of  those caring adults who 
invested in my life as a youth. So when our 
wonderful middle school youth gal, Mol-
lie Grooms, asked me to consider helping 

chaperone this retreat to Boone, I cautiously agreed. Spending 
an entire weekend in the mountains with 27 sixth- and seventh-
grade girls? Sure. Who needs sleep anyway?

Spoiler alert: I did not get much sleep. But I did get to know 
some amazing girls who are kind, fun and wise beyond their 
years.  Here’s what I learned:

• While the technology differs (an old-school land line 
for 13-year-old me and smart phones for today’s middle 
schooler), a preoccupation with our phones transcends the 
years. No phones were allowed on the trip, which caused a 
moment or two of  teenage angst. But it allowed all of  us 
the freedom to be present with each other.

• Middle school girls LOVE hot tubs and shopping. Both 
cabins had hot tubs on the porches. The girls wanted to 
spend the entire weekend there except when we went shop-
ping in downtown Boone. Most spent every dollar they 
brought with them on candy from Mast General Store, ice 
cream, Boone T-shirts and, in one case, a Henna tattoo, 
pictured to the right. Don’t worry, it washes off  in about a 
week.

• Car sing-alongs are the best. I personally enjoyed the High 
School Musical medley.

• A safe space to ask tough questions is vital for today’s 
youth. Mollie’s lessons for the weekend centered around 
self-image and self-worth. Those things are found in God – 
not in grades, sports, what your friends or boys think about 
you or how many likes your selfie got on Instagram. Here, 
you will be loved and valued for who you really are. Here, 
you are not alone because we are walking right beside you. 

It was such a great weekend that I’ve already signed up to be an 
eighth-grade Confirmation mentor next year. Want to mentor 
a young person? Reach Ellen Spence in Youth Ministries at 
ellenspence@mpumc.org. And lest you think we forgot about 
our middle school boys, 24 of  them went on a retreat to Cedar 
Grove Retreat in Kannapolis.

I Spent A Weekend With 27 Middle School 
Girls And Lived To Tell About It. 

Photos by Ellen Spence 
and seventh grade photog-
raphers Gracie Deel and 

Josie Bishop.

Apparently, running the Church Instagram account (@myersparkumc) 
gives you some street cred with middle schoolers.

Melissa McGill



Thursday, March 30
• An introduction to Handel’s Messiah from 10:00 a.m. to noon 

in Francis Chapel. Robert Moody, Music Director of  the 
Winston-Salem Symphony and Portland (Maine) Symphony, 
will introduce  the music and text. He and Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones will perform portions specifi c to Lent. Refresh-
ments follow in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building.

Palm Sunday, April 9
• Regular schedule of  services – 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in 

the Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee 
Hall. 

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will have 
a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with Holy Com-
munion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  
stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  
the passion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will 
participate. Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child 
care available.

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked by 

the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel of  
Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Child care available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving outside 

to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan Arledge 
will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will participate.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 a.m. 

service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Over-
fl ow will be available for all three services in Francis Chapel, 
spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chancel Choir 
will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, the commis-
sion the choir premiered in honor of  Margaret Ann Schrum. 
Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter Sunday. 
There is no Sunday School for children and youth. Worship 
care for children preschool and younger is available.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree (www.
qcfamilytree.org), a community development ministry in west 
Charlotte. Make the check out to Myers Park United Methodist 
Church with Easter Offering on the memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather on 
the church lawn and fi ll the cross with fl owers. Photos are 
encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of  a 

loved one? Place an order at www.myersparkumc.org or send 
a check for $15 per lily to the church along with the name of  
the person you are honoring/remembering. Deadline is Mon-
day, April 3. Dedications will be shared in the Easter Sunday 
worship bulletins.

• Stephen Ministries’ annual Meditations For Lent is around the 
church campus, fi lled with refl ections from members, clergy 
and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ Lenten calendar is also around the cam-
pus with Scripture and daily suggestions for observing Lent.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
John Leslie Turner III, brother of  Chris Turner, who died on 
March 5, 2017. June Laverne Moore, mother of  Scott Burnside, 
who died on March 6, 2017. Thomas E. Stanley, husband of  
Marty Stanley, who died on March 9, 2017. Rev. Dr. James 

Larry Mayo, father of  David Mayo, who died on March 12, 
2017. Marie White Murphy, mother of  Mark Murphy and 
grandmother of  Drew and Lilly Murphy, who died on March 
19, 2017. Burnus Helen “Bunny” Meyer Harder, mother of  Kathy 
Poe, grandmother of  Richard Poe, Kim Leighty and Meredith 
Martin and great-grandmother of  Dennis Leighty, Kate Martin 
and Ginny Martin, who died on March 21, 2017.

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY

These opportunities are also shared at www.myersparkumc.org and in a brochure around 
the church.
Dr. Howell’s E-Mail Series: Our Senior Pastor is refl ecting on prayer in his 
e-mail series through Easter Sunday, April 16. If  you already receive his e-
mail refl ections, you will receive this. To begin getting his e-mails, reach 
Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

Prayer Time: Francis Chapel will be open for prayer from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 5. From 11:30 a.m. to noon Wednesday, April 5, Centering 
Prayer practice will be available with Dr. Dobson. From 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 5, Lectio Divina teaching will be offered by Jessica Stevens.
Ongoing Opportunities: Sunday School classes and small groups are 
encouraged to contact the Adult Faith Formation offi ce for suggested studies designed to lead participants in deeper prayer 
practice. Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-4815 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

How To Pray: Melanie will offer a Prayer Tool Kit from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays through April 10 in Francis Chapel. Each 
hour-long class will include teaching/learning on different types of  prayer: Intercessory, thanksgiving, confession and contem-
plative, and an actual practice of  that prayer category. To register or learn more, visit www.mpumc.org/small-groups.

OUR LENTEN FOCUS ON PRAYER

Dr. Greg Underwood was part of  a team of  11 that recently worked 
alongside our friends in Bayonnais. Haiti. He refl ects on the experience. 
To learn more about world missions, visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

Pain. It was written all over her face as she paced the exam 
room and told her story. Her 13-year-old son had recently 
suffered from fever and abdominal pain – likely appendicitis. 
She had taken him to a voodoo witch doctor. He died.

Compassion and frustration. Both were in the voice of  Dr. 
Faustin Charles as he counseled the young woman. Dr. Charles 
was born and raised in Bayonnais. These are his people. He 
recently returned to run the new medical clinic in Bayonnais 
after completing his surgical residency. In this capacity, he 
battles poverty and disease, ignorance and superstition. “I 
could have fi xed him if  only she had come to me instead of  
the witch doctor.”

Progress, hope and the grace of  God. All are present in 
Bayonnais. The medical clinic has been built and now operates 
with a fully trained Haitian staff. The OFCB (our mission 
partner in Haiti) school continues to thrive. Its students 
continue to excel in national exams. The OFCB church 
continues its growing ministry in the community, serving as the 
catalyst for change. Many pressing needs remain, including the 

need for money for food, medicines and basic infrastructure 
improvements. The need remains, too, for education to battle 
hundreds of  years of  superstition, poor health practices and 
nonsustainable agricultural techniques. And the need for prayer 
and partnership as this community, with the help of  Myers 
Park United Methodist and others, lifts itself  from darkness 
into the light of  hope for a brighter future.

I am grateful to God for allowing us to participate in that 
transformation. Surely the presence of  the Lord is in this place.

IN HAITI, SEEKING THE LIGHT OF HOPE

Some members of  our church mission team with Dr. Charles and a 
nurse at the Bayonnais medical clinic.

Peetie Davant couldn’t make it to the Women’s Retreat, so 
the Women’s Retreat came to her. A dozen women gathered 
with Peetie at the Aldersgate retirement community where she 
lives to re-create the recent retreat at the Caraway Conference 
Center near Asheboro. The theme – aptly titled as it applies 
to this sweet story – was JOY. Martha Allen organized the 
afternoon outing, and Peetie enjoyed every moment: The 
hymns, Scripture, laughter and reuniting with friends now that 
she’s not able to get to church much. Peetie, 88, is in Assisted 
Living. Diabetes is no fun. But Peetie keeps in good spirits 
(“Most of  the time,” she says). She revels in the love of  her 
three children and fi ve grandchildren, appreciates the support 
of  her church Care Team, and has enjoyed March Madness, 
to a point. “I don’t care about the basketball now that Duke’s 
out.”

• Ken Garfi eld

PEETIE’S RETREAT

They called it The First Annual Peetie Davant Women’s Retreat/
Church Without Walls.



By Brandon Lowery

Rev. Nathan Arledge and I recently took 
the trip of  a lifetime to Kenya to visit 

ZOE, a ministry we help support with 
Providence United Methodist Church.

Seeing the sunrise in northern Kenya while 
elephants and giraffes make their way across 
the landscape is an image I will never forget. 
But it isn’t nearly as unforgettable as the 
children of  ZOE whom we met on our 
journey. The model on which ZOE is built 
is powerful: Rather than offering relief  aid, 
we empower these orphans to help them-
selves. This is done by organizing orphans 
and vulnerable children into working groups 
of  20 to 30. Each group includes a head of  
household, and a support system to help the 
children prosper. ZOE offers the heads of  
households training in food/water security, 
child rights, health and hygiene, shelter, eco-
nomic training and social support.

We met Winfrend from the Conquerors 
working group, which we support in the 
Kiula village. At age 18, she cares for fi ve 
younger siblings. Winfrend completed ZOE 
training and opened a tea shop and general 
store in her village. After just seven months 
in the ZOE program, she is thriving. Her tea 
shop has what appears to be the only TV in 
the village. After ordering and receiving your 

tea, once your cup is empty, you must buy 
another or give up your seat to a waiting cus-
tomer. Today, Winfrend is a confi dent young 
woman able to provide the funds needed to 
re-enroll her younger siblings in school.

Nathan and I met children with similar sto-
ries. We plan to share these inspiring stories 
with you in the coming weeks. My dream is 
that we continue to grow in our support of  
ZOE by funding multiple working groups 
and traveling regularly to Kenya with teams 
of  church members to meet, pray for and 
encourage these amazing children. When I 
introduced myself  to a minister in Kenya, 
he told me he now knows my name, and I 
know his. That makes us friends. 

To learn more about how to get involved with ZOE, 
reach Nathan or me at nathan@mpumc.org or 
blowery@continentalchemicals.com.

AN UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY 
TO KENYA. NOW IT’S YOUR TURN.

By Ken Garfi eld

Megan Argabrite says ”God can speak 
in lots of  ways through the arts,” a 

conviction our new Director of  Worship 
& The Arts backed up 
by sharing a few of  her 
favorite things:
She loves all styles of  
worship, so long as the 
power of  the Sunday 
experience matters to 
you and me the rest of  
the week. In the nearly 
four years Megan directed 
worship arts at The Grove 

Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, she used 
a variety of  hymns, gospel, contemporary 
songs, handbells and more to touch souls.  
“A little bit of  everything,” she says. Megan 
sings (mezzo soprano), plays guitar, writes 
music and hesitates to describe her genre as 

solely folk. “I’ll try anything.” And such is 
her zest for all things creative, she shared her 
admiration for Beyonce’ (“A powerhouse”) 
and her admittedly nerdy love of  Star Trek 
(the William Shatner originals).
Starting April 24, when Megan begins 
her full-time ministry, Myers Park United 
Methodist Church will be getting a 
wonderful jolt of  enthusiasm.
“She is creative, smart, joyful, easy to be 
with, deeply spiritual and a skilled craftsman 
of  worship,” Dr. Howell says.
“She has such an infectious laugh,” says Bill 
Keith, Business Administrator at Covenant 
Presbyterian, where Megan served as a 
ministry intern in 2011-12. “I sang with 
her when we launched our contemporary 
service. She endeared herself  to so many of  
us. She still makes me smile just to see her.”
Megan, 33, takes the position previously 
held by Rev. Ellen Robison, now Minister of  

WELCOME, MEGAN ARGABRITE
Worship And The Arts at The Riverside Church in New York. 
But there’s been some adjusting: While Megan will focus on 
bringing a creative vision to our four services and expanding 
the arts in other ways, Peg Broughton’s role has grown: Peg 
will continue as Executive Assistant to the Senior Pastor while 
also serving as Worship Coordinator, helping with the nuts 
and bolts of  worship.
Megan, a High Point native and lifelong Presbyterian, earned 
a Bachelor of  Arts degree in Music from Queens University 
of  Charlotte. A year in mission in inner-city Miami ignited her 
call to seminary. She earned a Master of  Divinity degree from 
Union Theological Seminary in Charlotte, attending class on 
weekends. At The Grove Presbyterian Church, she helped 
plan and lead worship, designed art displays, directed the 

Adult Handbell Choir, organized a community gospel concert, 
coordinated an after-school tutoring program and more.
She and her husband, Eric, who manages Amelie’s French 
bakery and café uptown, have two children they proudly 
describe as “spunky” – Louise, 6, and Davey, 3.
Spend an hour with Megan over a cup of  coffee as I did, and 
the hint of  what’s to come for our church reveals itself  word 
by word. She has an openness about faith and the arts. A love of  
worship. A passion for helping plan the hour on Sunday that 
can transform lives.

“God is up to something new at Myers Park United 
Methodist,” Megan says, “and I am delighted to join in the 
discovering.”

In this powerful season of  
Lent, turn inside today’s 
Cornerstone and to www.
myersparkumc.org and our 
other online platforms for 
the schedule of  activities 
and services. Included are 
service times for Palm 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday. We begin Easter 
Sunday with a 7:00 a.m. 
sunrise service in Francis 
Chapel. Note that the 
Easter offering this year 
goes to the QC Family Tree 
(www.qcfamilytree.org) 
ministry in west Charlotte. 
Turn inside, too, for our 
Lenten Focus On Prayer 
opportunities.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

WELCOME, MEGAN ARGABRITE...

100K DREAM, GIFT TO TRINITY’S TABLE
• For the Pastor’s Book Club in March, Dr. Howell 

encouraged us to read My Utmost for His Highest by 
Oswald Chambers. Turn to Dr. Howell’s blog at www.
revjameshowell.blogspot.com to appreciate the story 
behind his affection for the devotional.

• Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones updates us 
on The 100K Dream, the drive to serve 100,000 hours in 
the community this year while build new relationships: 
“Through March 19th, we’ve reported 7,325 hours served. 
Liz Haines has assisted the girls’ soccer team at Sedgefi eld 
Middle School. ‘I have been supporting the coach and 
helping the team with ball skills and strategy. I’m glad 
to help since I think team sports, especially for girls, is 
important.’ Send in your hours and stories by e-mailing 
100kdream@mpumc.org or fi lling out the card in the 
Sanctuary pew clips and Jubilee Hall.”

• A gift of  $6,000 from the Wesley Sunday School class 
to Trinity’s Table will help sustain the community lunch 

that Myers Park United Methodist members serve each 
Thursday at South Tryon Community Church. The free 
lunch typically is served to 110 people each week. Trinity’s 
Table volunteer Jan Sharar, a Wesley class member, helped 
make the donation happen.

• Stephen Ministry Awareness Sunday is April 30, lifting 
up the lay people who provide confi dential care and a 
listening ear to those who are hurting. Information tables 
will be in the Parish Life lobby. Want to talk to a Stephen 
Minister? Reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@
mpumc.org.

• Continuing the focus on reconciliation, Music Ministry 
will present The Armed Man: A Mass For Peace at 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, May 7, in the Sanctuary. The Chancel Choir led 
by Director of  Music Jimmy Jones will be joined by a 
full orchestra plus a special lighting display depicting the 
impact of  war and peace.

Continued From The Front Page...

Brandon Lowery and Rev. Nathan Arledge with 
our friends in Kenya.
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Megan Argabrite




