
In this year of  The 100K Dream, when we are 
being challenged to serve in the community and forge 
new relationships, church member Rob Dellibovi 
offers an idea for Lent. Through the end of  
February, we have logged 2,388 hours within the 
church, out in the community, and around the world.

I was thinking about what to give up this 
year for Lent as I stood on my back patio 

in a new, up-and-coming neighborhood 
on Charlotte’s west side. That’s when I 
realized the answer was right in front 
of  me: Our neighborhood is across the 
street from a struggling part of  town. The 
street that divides the two neighborhoods 
serves as a poverty line. It’s all led me to 
think differently about what to give up for 
Lent. So I’ve decided to give up something 
intangible: My comfort zone.

I typically leave my neighborhood and take 
the long way around to avoid certain areas. 
I shop in certain parts of  town because 

they are “nicer.” But what do I really know 
about the areas I avoid? Have I been there? 
Have I met the people who shop, work and 
live there? No, I haven’t. So for Lent, I’m 

leaving my comfort 
zone and forsaking 
my sinful behavior of  
judgment. What does 
that look like? I’m not 
sure yet, so I’d welcome 
your thoughts. Better 
yet, join me in a new 
way of  thinking about 
our lives that stretches 
beyond Lent, serves our 
neighbors and builds re-

lationships. I’m giving up my comfort zone 
to become more aware of  the Charlotte we 
all call home. E-mail me at rdellibovi@gmail.
com and share how, together, we can get out 
of  our comfort zones, not just during Lent.

In His Own Words:
I’M GIVING UP MY 

COMFORT ZONE FOR LENT

A group of  church members traveled to Pembroke in eastern 
North Carolina on February 25 to help repair historic St. James 
United Methodist, damaged last autumn in flooding from 
Hurricane Matthew. Volunteers worked on the roof, painted, 
installed Sheetrock and built a new altar platform and rail in 
the Sanctuary. Our church, through the Jubilee Plus! outreach 
fund, and First United Methodist in Laurinburg split the cost 
of  $20,000 worth of  supplies used in the work. The African-
American congregation of  20 or so has been meeting in homes. 
They hope to return to their church by Easter. Those who 
participated: Betsy and David Baker, Rick Gaskins, Fred Hunter, 
Mike Jones, Gary Morgan, Jerry Mitchell, James Parkerson, 
George Stearns, Thom Sumner and Rob Weller. Gifts to Jubilee 
Plus! are welcome at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus. Or 
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line.

What a busy, meaningful 
church we are, during Lent 
and throughout the year. 
Turn to the Cornerstone 
and our online platforms 
for news of  the Shrove 
Tuesday gathering, a prayer 
pilgrimage to the South 
Tryon community, a mission 
trip to flood-damaged 
Pembroke, N.C., a record-
setting blood drive and more. 
Turn to Intersection magazine 
to explore reconciliation. 
And note The Observer’s front-
page/online coverage of  
how we took Ash Wednesday 
to the people. Also inside: 
Our Lenten calendar of  
services and activities.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

MISSION: PEMBROKE

WALL OF PHOTOS, RECORD BLOOD DRIVE
• Check out the fresh, new way to share our story: The wall 

behind the Sanctuary across from the Choir Room now 
features photos of  various ministries and how you can 
get involved in serving. First up: Children’s and Youth 
Ministries. The display will change on a regular basis. Also 
new to the wall: Prominent photos of  new members. 
The colorful artwork that had been on that wall – UMAR 
artists sharing their view of  the Seven Days Of  Creation – is 
now on display around the church campus.

• The recent blood drive in the Youth Building Gym 
welcomed a record-setting (for our church) 40 donors. 
The drive honored the memory of  Mitchell Bays Turner, 
who died from leukemia in 2014 at age two. The next 
chance to give blood comes in autumn.

• All are reminded to let the church know when you or a 
loved one is in the hospital or has had a baby. Call 704-
376-8584.

• This month, as the congregation devotes Lent to 
exploring prayer, Dr. Howell recommends reading 
My Utmost for His Highest by Oswald Chambers for the 
Pastor’s Book Club. He encourages us to read at least a 
page a day in this classic daily devotional. The devotional 
will be available in Goodness Gracious!

• Also for sale in the gift shop in the Parish Life lobby: 
Our Senior Pastor’s new book, Worshipful – Living Sunday 
Morning All Week.

Helping our friends in Pembroke, N.C. Photo by Fred Hunter.

Rob Dellibovi

By Ken Garfield

Who knows how many children 
have felt God’s love thanks to 

Sarah Sumner, including the two slightly 
mischievous ones who spent one Sunday 
morning with our Director of  Children’s 
Ministries rather than in class if  you get our 
drift. When Sarah asked them what they 
had done to merit such attention, one little 
fellow told her, “We started out making 
good decisions. Then we made bad ones.”

Sarah laughs as she tells the story, for it 
is one sweet moment in a ministry filled 
with precious memories and immeasurable 
impact. Sarah is retiring in September 
as head of  our flourishing Children’s 
Ministries. As Dr. Howell shared with the 
congregation, we are filled with a range of  
emotions “and all of  them feel like deep 
love and profound appreciation.” A search 
for a successor to work with children, 
families and a gifted team of  volunteers 
and staffers begins soon. Prepare in the 
months ahead to celebrate Sarah and all 
that she has meant to Myers Park United 

Methodist Church and the world beyond. 
And in case you’re already starting to miss 
her, not to worry: Sarah and Thom Sumner 
plan to remain in Charlotte and continue 
worshiping at our church, where they’ve 
belonged together since 1967. Sarah, a self-
confessed “ponderer,” said she and God did 
a lot of  talking before she decided to retire, 
with one eye on the future. “I am feeling 
like there’s another chapter…”

Sarah Sumner Retiring In September

SAY IT AIN’T SO, SARAH

Sarah Sumner, surrounded by two of  her many 
friends, colleagues and volunteers in faith. 

Photo by Melissa McGill.

Continued Inside...



Wednesday, March 15
• All are invited to the Adults Plus! gathering at 10:30 a.m. in 

Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building as Ann Starrette of  
Davidson United Methodist, explores Soul Tending. A $5 lunch 
(almond chicken) follows. For reservations, call 704-376-5520 
(option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

Monday, March 20
• All women are invited to the United Methodist Women’s Call 

to Prayer and Self-Denial luncheon program at noon in Room 
108 of  the Parish Life Building. Cost is $5 at the door. For 
reservations by noon March 15, call 704-376-5520 (option 
one).

Monday, March 27
• Healing service at 6:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. Child care 

available.

Thursday, March 30
• An introduction to Handel’s Messiah from 10:00 a.m. to 

noon in Francis Chapel. Robert Moody, Music Director of  
the Winston-Salem Symphony and Portland (Maine) Sym-
phony, will introduce the music and text. He and Director of  
Music Jimmy Jones will perform portions specific to Lent. Re-
freshments follow in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building.

Palm Sunday, April 9
• Regular schedule of  services – 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will have 
a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with Holy Com-
munion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  strip-
ping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  the pas-
sion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will participate. 
Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child care available. 

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked by 

the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel of  
Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Child care available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving outside 

to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan Arledge 
will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will participate.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 a.m. 
service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Over-
flow will be available for all three services in Francis Chapel, 
spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chancel Choir 
will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, the commis-
sion the choir premiered in honor of  Margaret Ann Schrum. 
Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter Sunday. 
There is no Sunday School for children and youth. Worship 
care for children preschool and younger is available for all 
services.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree (www.
qcfamilytree.org), a community development ministry in west 
Charlotte. Make the check out to Myers Park United Methodist 
Church with Easter Offering on the memo line.

• Weather permitting, gather on the church lawn and fill the 
cross with flowers. Photos are encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 and 

follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of  a 

loved one? Place an order at www.myersparkumc.org or send 
a check for $15 per lily to the church along with the name of  
the person you are honoring/remembering. Deadline is Mon-
day, April 3. Dedications will be shared in the Easter Sunday 
worship bulletins.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
James Leonidas Davis, brother of  Claude Davis, uncle of  
Elizabeth Williams, John Davis, David Bryant and Bill Bryant 
and great-uncle of  Walker, Ross and Davis Williams, who died 
on January 29, 2017. Bob Smoots, father of  Todd Smoots and 
grandfather of  Harris, Will and Thomas Smoots, who died 
on February 23, 2017. Margaret Plyler Parker, mother of  Paul 
Parker, grandmother of  Blair Ogburn and Jordan Parker and 
great-grandmother of  Olivia Ogburn, who died on February 
28, 2017. Andrew Leslie Ducker Jr., brother of  Betty Paumier, 
stepfather of  Greg Chadwick and step-grandfather of  Jane 
and Stephen Chadwick, who died on March 4, 2017. 

Babies
Rena Alene Ryan Howard, daughter of  Allyson and Will 
Howard, sister of  Jackson Howard, granddaughter of  Bob 
and Ann Howard, niece of  Meredeth and Scott Payne and 
cousin of  Harper Payne, born on November 12, 2016. 
Henry Christopher Petrik, son of  Megan and Chris Petrik and 
brother of  Campbell Petrik, born on February 21, 2017. James 
“Stafford” Givens, son of  Anna and Nathan Givens and brother 
of  Eloise, Miller and Wells Givens, born on February 27, 2017. 
Owen Stephen Maciag, son of  Meghan and Steve Maciag, born 
on March 2, 2017. 

Our Lenten Journey

These opportunities are also shared at www.myersparkumc.org and in a brochure around 
the church campus.

Dr. Howell’s E-Mail Series: Our Senior Pastor is reflecting on prayer in his 
e-mail series through Easter Sunday, April 16. If  you already receive his e-
mail reflections, you will receive this. To begin getting his e-mails, reach 
Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

Open Prayer Time: Francis Chapel will be open for prayer from 4:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Wednesdays through April 5. From 11:30 a.m. to noon Wednes-
days through April 5, Centering Prayer practice will be available with Dr. Dob-
son. From 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. Wednesdays from March 15 to April 5, Lectio 
Divina teaching will be offered by Jessica Stevens.

Ongoing Opportunities: Sunday School classes and small groups are encouraged to contact the Adult Faith Formation 
office for suggested studies designed to lead participants in deeper prayer practice. Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-
4815 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

How To Pray: Melanie will offer a Prayer Tool Kit from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays from March 20 to April 10 in Francis 
Chapel. Each hour-long class will include teaching/learning on different types of  prayer: Intercessory, thanksgiving, confes-
sion and contemplative, and an actual practice of  that prayer category. To register or learn more, visit www.mpumc.org/
small-groups.

OUR LENTEN FOCUS ON PRAYER

Has anyone fulfilled their job description quite like Sarah?

“We are called to model Jesus,” she says. “I wanted to do that 
for the children and their families. I think in God’s eyes, we’re  
all children.”

Sarah began working here in 1987 and became Director of  
Children’s Ministries in 2000. What a vibrant ministry it is, 
presently serving 1,100 children from infancy through fifth 
grade. Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Summer Fun 
Days, retreats, holiday offerings, the Wonderfully Made program, 
child care so Mom and Dad can attend grownup offerings – all 
of  it ignites a passion to love and serve Christ in young hearts 
and minds. Sarah has written Sunday School curriculum. She’s 
helped expand VBS to include fourth- and fifth-graders going 
out into the community to serve. She’s ingrained worship 

– proclaiming The Word – into every aspect of  Children’s 
Ministries. Yet, best of  all in her mind, are the relationships 
and trust she’s forged with nearly two decades worth of  
families.

“Words cannot express my gratitude for all that Sarah has 
done for our church and its families,” says Grey Brownlow. 
“She’s such an incredible role model for me. She knows the 
Bible and is passionate about teaching our children about 
God’s love.”

With Sarah, it seems, it always comes back to that. “I guess 
Moses said it well,” she noted. “You shall the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all  
your might.”

SARAH STORIES
A Gentle Presence
Sarah hired me for my first “real job” as a Summer Fun Days 
assistant when I was a young teenager. I remember being 
nervous, and how her kind, gentle presence helped calm my 
nerves. She has continued to offer such impactful leadership 
year after year. I know she’ll be greatly missed.

• Alison Sigmon Parrella

Mrs. Sumner’s Smile
When I think of  Sarah Sumner, I think of  her warm 
smile, whether it’s in the halls of  Sunday School, at H.O.T. 
Wednesday or in her office as we pass by on the way to choir. 
My kids feel loved at Myers Park United Methodist, and it’s 
because of  Sarah’s leadership. My children will look back 
on their years at church and affectionately remember “Mrs. 
Sumner.”

• Alison Surles

And Hershey’s Kisses, Too
Words cannot express my gratitude for all that Sarah Sumner 
has done for our church and its families. Among her countless 
accomplishments are implementing the Godly Play curriculum 
in K-2 Sunday School and writing the Grades 3-5 Sunday 
School curriculum. One of  my favorite Sarah stories came 
a decade ago when she asked children to draw symbols of  
Easter. My daughter Reid participated. Sarah framed her 
symbols and kept them on a shelf  in her office for many 
years. They may be there still. She shows each child how 
much he or she is valued and loved. And the Hershey’s kisses 
she keeps on her desk keep my children visiting her each 
week. What a blessing Sarah Sumner is.

• Grey Brownlow

Sarah Sumner Retiring In September...
Continued From Front Page..



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

March 15, 2017
• INTERFAITH GATHERING AGAINST HATE Our 

congregation is joining with others from the community 
for an interfaith gathering – No Place For Hate – at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, March 16, at the Sam Lerner Center for Cultural 
Arts at Shalom Park, 5007 Providence Road. Organized 
by Charlotte’s Jewish community, this rally/gathering is in 
response to anti-Semitic threats to Jewish communities across 
the nation.

• SIGN UP FOR VBS Registration has started at www.
myersparkumc.org/children for Vacation Bible School, set 
for June 19-22 for children age four through fifth grade. 
This year’s theme is Hero Central. To volunteer at VBS, reach 
Jennifer Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com. Details: Reach Sarah 
Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org or visit www.myersparkumc.
org/children.

• SIGN UP FOR SUMMER FUN DAYS Register your child 
now through May 30 for Summer Fun Days. The two weeks 
of  camp are July 10-14 and 17-21 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for children in 
Grades K-5. Information packets and registration forms are 
outside the Children’s Ministries offices in the Snyder Building 
and at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• EARLY MORNING BIBLE STUDY All are invited to 
the Napa Bible study from 7:00 to 8:00 a.m. Wednesdays at 
Napa on Providence at 110 Perrin Place across the street from 
church. Breakfast is free. So is the Bible study and fellowship. 
Details: Ryan Blalock at 704-851-1115.

• SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball 
Saturdays starting at 8:30 a.m. in the Youth Building Gym 
through late April. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

• WANT TO BACKPACK? Men are invited on a 
backpacking trip March 24-25 to Grayson Highlands and 
Mount Rogers in southwest Virginia, and also May 5-6 to a 
destination to be determined. The group will leave Friday 
morning and returning Saturday night. Interested? Reach Rev. 
Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org.

• CPR TRAINING Heartsavers CPR training is 6:00 to 9:30 
p.m. Monday, April 3 and May 1, in Room 110 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Cost is $30 per class. Details: Carmen Rivera at 
704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• SIMPLY WOMEN SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS Women 
of  all ages are invited to a new class to share Bible study and 
fellowship. It meets at 9:45 a.m. Sundays in Room 167 in the 
Youth Building. Details: Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-
4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

• UMAR LUNCHEON The annual Friends of  UMAR 
Luncheon and art sale to benefit the agency that works with 
adults with disabilities is at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, April 25, 
at Providence United Methodist Church, 2810 Providence 
Road. Details: www.umarinfo.com or Cameron Hunter at 
704-659-7624 or cameronh@umarinfo.com.

• SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool 
annual Spring Carnival is 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
April 29, in the Parish Life Building parking lot with pony 
rides, inflatables, food and more. It moves indoors in bad 
weather (not the ponies). To help, reach Jill Gadd at 704-564-
6629 or jillrgadd@gmail.com.

Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin reports from tShrove Tuesday.
Nearly 300 children and adults joined us on Shrove Tuesday to observe 
the last day of  feasting before the Lenten season began on March 1, Ash 
Wednesday. Historically, in preparation to give up fatty, indulgent foods for 
Lent, pancakes were made with the last of  the lard, butter and flour. Mem-
bers of  the Faith Formation team (Children, Youth and Adult Ministries) 
flipped pancakes and decorated Jubilee Hall. Guests were greeted with Mardi 
Gras beads, children made bejeweled masks and joined in a parade, and all 
enjoyed King Cake.

SHROVE TUESDAY

Shrove Tuesday fun (and pancakes). 
Photo by Melanie Dobson.



As part of  our Lenten focus on prayer, 50 people from Myers Park 
United Methodist and South Tryon Community churches joined in a 
Prayer Pilgrimage through the South Tryon community. Among the 
pilgrims were Matt and Katherine Daniels and their sons, Nelson and 
Steele. Matt reflects on the experience. Focus On Prayer activities can be 
found at www.myersparkumc.org and in a brochure around the church.

My family and I were drawn to the Prayer Pilgrimage 
because we are trying as a family to participate in our 

church’s focus on reconciliation, breaking down barriers and 
getting out of  our comfort zone.
Three moments struck me. At our first prayer stop, South 
Tryon Community Church member Tasha Williams shared 
background on the Brookhill neighborhood, and the recent 
history of  boarded-up, vacated homes. Many areas are already 
leveled to make way for development.  Tasha’s prayer was for 
thanksgiving and gratitude. It was hard to find those things 
amid the displacement and change. Her prayer was poignant as 
we were surrounded by uncertainty for this community.
The second moment that struck me was when our two prayer 
groups came together in a cul-de-sac surrounded by a mix of  
occupied and vacated homes. The circle was littered with fur-
niture and household items. Young boys were on bikes. Older 
neighbors were on foot. Many joined us for a group prayer. 

What a powerful, spontaneous moment.
The third memorable moment came at our last prayer stop. An 
SUV pulled up beside us. The occupants asked what we were 
doing. We told them we were praying, and invited them to join 
us. They turned off  their vehicle and joined us in silent prayer 
– an act of  spontaneous unity and community at the close of  a 
pilgrimage that meant so much.

ON OUR PRAYER PILGRIMAGE:
UNITY, COMMUNITY, UNCERTAINTY

The Daniels family. Photo by Susan Scott.

The annual high school retreat brought together 55 youth and 10 adult 
mentors for a weekend of  faith, fellowship and fun at Camp Lurecrest 
at Lake Lure. Two siblings share the experience.

A late February trip to the mountains always marks my 
favorite church event. This year, like all years, we had 

many moments filled with laughter, but also moments in 
which we were close to tears. These are tears of  sadness, not 
regret, as many of  us find our way back to God during the 
busy midyear shuffle, and the seniors say goodbye to perhaps 
the most meaningful part of  the church youth program. As 
a senior myself, saying goodbye was draining. But I think I 
speak for all seniors when I say that our last retreat will not be 
forgotten. We’ll think back to that weekend should we ever 
find ourselves astray.
• Caroline Griffith, Senior, Myers Park High School

Being a freshman, I had no idea what to expect on my first high 
school retreat. I was worried about being thrown into this ex-
perience with a bunch of  juniors and seniors. This all changed 
when we kicked off  the weekend with get-to-know-you games 
that made me realize what a great group of  youth our church 

has. It got better from there. After some powerful worship time 
on Saturday morning and paintball in the afternoon, I began to 
understand why my sister raved about this trip. The next day, 
after praying over seniors (some of  whom I had never spoken 
to before), I realized what a tight-knit community we youth of  
the church are. 
• Jack Griffith, Freshman, Myers Park High School

REFLECTIONS FROM THE 
HIGH SCHOOL RETREAT

Photo by Jason Rhymer.



Wednesday, March 15
• All are invited to the Adults Plus! gathering at 10:30 a.m. in 

Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building as Ann Starrette of  
Davidson United Methodist, explores Soul Tending. A $5 lunch 
(almond chicken) follows. For reservations, call 704-376-5520 
(option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

Monday, March 20
• All women are invited to the United Methodist Women’s Call 

to Prayer and Self-Denial luncheon program at noon in Room 
108 of  the Parish Life Building. Cost is $5 at the door. For 
reservations by noon March 15, call 704-376-5520 (option 
one).

Monday, March 27
• Healing service at 6:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. Child care 

available.

Thursday, March 30
• An introduction to Handel’s Messiah from 10:00 a.m. to 

noon in Francis Chapel. Robert Moody, Music Director of  
the Winston-Salem Symphony and Portland (Maine) Sym-
phony, will introduce the music and text. He and Director of  
Music Jimmy Jones will perform portions specific to Lent. Re-
freshments follow in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building.

Palm Sunday, April 9
• Regular schedule of  services – 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the 

Sanctuary, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will have 
a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with Holy Com-
munion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy Com-
munion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  strip-
ping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  the pas-
sion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will participate. 
Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child care available. 

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked by 

the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel of  
Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at www.
myersparkumc.org. Child care available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving outside 

to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan Arledge 
will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will participate.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 a.m. 
service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Over-
flow will be available for all three services in Francis Chapel, 
spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chancel Choir 
will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, the commis-
sion the choir premiered in honor of  Margaret Ann Schrum. 
Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter Sunday. 
There is no Sunday School for children and youth. Worship 
care for children preschool and younger is available for all 
services.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree (www.
qcfamilytree.org), a community development ministry in west 
Charlotte. Make the check out to Myers Park United Methodist 
Church with Easter Offering on the memo line.

• Weather permitting, gather on the church lawn and fill the 
cross with flowers. Photos are encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 and 

follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Want to purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of  a 

loved one? Place an order at www.myersparkumc.org or send 
a check for $15 per lily to the church along with the name of  
the person you are honoring/remembering. Deadline is Mon-
day, April 3. Dedications will be shared in the Easter Sunday 
worship bulletins.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
James Leonidas Davis, brother of  Claude Davis, uncle of  
Elizabeth Williams, John Davis, David Bryant and Bill Bryant 
and great-uncle of  Walker, Ross and Davis Williams, who died 
on January 29, 2017. Bob Smoots, father of  Todd Smoots and 
grandfather of  Harris, Will and Thomas Smoots, who died 
on February 23, 2017. Margaret Plyler Parker, mother of  Paul 
Parker, grandmother of  Blair Ogburn and Jordan Parker and 
great-grandmother of  Olivia Ogburn, who died on February 
28, 2017. Andrew Leslie Ducker Jr., brother of  Betty Paumier, 
stepfather of  Greg Chadwick and step-grandfather of  Jane 
and Stephen Chadwick, who died on March 4, 2017. 

Babies
Rena Alene Ryan Howard, daughter of  Allyson and Will 
Howard, sister of  Jackson Howard, granddaughter of  Bob 
and Ann Howard, niece of  Meredeth and Scott Payne and 
cousin of  Harper Payne, born on November 12, 2016. 
Henry Christopher Petrik, son of  Megan and Chris Petrik and 
brother of  Campbell Petrik, born on February 21, 2017. James 
“Stafford” Givens, son of  Anna and Nathan Givens and brother 
of  Eloise, Miller and Wells Givens, born on February 27, 2017. 
Owen Stephen Maciag, son of  Meghan and Steve Maciag, born 
on March 2, 2017. 

Our Lenten Journey

These opportunities are also shared at www.myersparkumc.org and in a brochure around 
the church campus.

Dr. Howell’s E-Mail Series: Our Senior Pastor is reflecting on prayer in his 
e-mail series through Easter Sunday, April 16. If  you already receive his e-
mail reflections, you will receive this. To begin getting his e-mails, reach 
Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

Open Prayer Time: Francis Chapel will be open for prayer from 4:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Wednesdays through April 5. From 11:30 a.m. to noon Wednes-
days through April 5, Centering Prayer practice will be available with Dr. Dob-
son. From 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. Wednesdays from March 15 to April 5, Lectio 
Divina teaching will be offered by Jessica Stevens.

Ongoing Opportunities: Sunday School classes and small groups are encouraged to contact the Adult Faith Formation 
office for suggested studies designed to lead participants in deeper prayer practice. Reach Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-
4815 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

How To Pray: Melanie will offer a Prayer Tool Kit from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Mondays from March 20 to April 10 in Francis 
Chapel. Each hour-long class will include teaching/learning on different types of  prayer: Intercessory, thanksgiving, confes-
sion and contemplative, and an actual practice of  that prayer category. To register or learn more, visit www.mpumc.org/
small-groups.

OUR LENTEN FOCUS ON PRAYER

Has anyone fulfilled their job description quite like Sarah?

“We are called to model Jesus,” she says. “I wanted to do that 
for the children and their families. I think in God’s eyes, we’re  
all children.”

Sarah began working here in 1987 and became Director of  
Children’s Ministries in 2000. What a vibrant ministry it is, 
presently serving 1,100 children from infancy through fifth 
grade. Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Summer Fun 
Days, retreats, holiday offerings, the Wonderfully Made program, 
child care so Mom and Dad can attend grownup offerings – all 
of  it ignites a passion to love and serve Christ in young hearts 
and minds. Sarah has written Sunday School curriculum. She’s 
helped expand VBS to include fourth- and fifth-graders going 
out into the community to serve. She’s ingrained worship 

– proclaiming The Word – into every aspect of  Children’s 
Ministries. Yet, best of  all in her mind, are the relationships 
and trust she’s forged with nearly two decades worth of  
families.

“Words cannot express my gratitude for all that Sarah has 
done for our church and its families,” says Grey Brownlow. 
“She’s such an incredible role model for me. She knows the 
Bible and is passionate about teaching our children about 
God’s love.”

With Sarah, it seems, it always comes back to that. “I guess 
Moses said it well,” she noted. “You shall the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all  
your might.”

SARAH STORIES
A Gentle Presence
Sarah hired me for my first “real job” as a Summer Fun Days 
assistant when I was a young teenager. I remember being 
nervous, and how her kind, gentle presence helped calm my 
nerves. She has continued to offer such impactful leadership 
year after year. I know she’ll be greatly missed.

• Alison Sigmon Parrella

Mrs. Sumner’s Smile
When I think of  Sarah Sumner, I think of  her warm 
smile, whether it’s in the halls of  Sunday School, at H.O.T. 
Wednesday or in her office as we pass by on the way to choir. 
My kids feel loved at Myers Park United Methodist, and it’s 
because of  Sarah’s leadership. My children will look back 
on their years at church and affectionately remember “Mrs. 
Sumner.”

• Alison Surles

And Hershey’s Kisses, Too
Words cannot express my gratitude for all that Sarah Sumner 
has done for our church and its families. Among her countless 
accomplishments are implementing the Godly Play curriculum 
in K-2 Sunday School and writing the Grades 3-5 Sunday 
School curriculum. One of  my favorite Sarah stories came 
a decade ago when she asked children to draw symbols of  
Easter. My daughter Reid participated. Sarah framed her 
symbols and kept them on a shelf  in her office for many 
years. They may be there still. She shows each child how 
much he or she is valued and loved. And the Hershey’s kisses 
she keeps on her desk keep my children visiting her each 
week. What a blessing Sarah Sumner is.

• Grey Brownlow

Sarah Sumner Retiring In September...
Continued From Front Page..



In this year of  The 100K Dream, when we are 
being challenged to serve in the community and forge 
new relationships, church member Rob Dellibovi 
offers an idea for Lent. Through the end of  
February, we have logged 2,388 hours within the 
church, out in the community, and around the world.

I was thinking about what to give up this 
year for Lent as I stood on my back patio 

in a new, up-and-coming neighborhood 
on Charlotte’s west side. That’s when I 
realized the answer was right in front 
of  me: Our neighborhood is across the 
street from a struggling part of  town. The 
street that divides the two neighborhoods 
serves as a poverty line. It’s all led me to 
think differently about what to give up for 
Lent. So I’ve decided to give up something 
intangible: My comfort zone.

I typically leave my neighborhood and take 
the long way around to avoid certain areas. 
I shop in certain parts of  town because 

they are “nicer.” But what do I really know 
about the areas I avoid? Have I been there? 
Have I met the people who shop, work and 
live there? No, I haven’t. So for Lent, I’m 

leaving my comfort 
zone and forsaking 
my sinful behavior of  
judgment. What does 
that look like? I’m not 
sure yet, so I’d welcome 
your thoughts. Better 
yet, join me in a new 
way of  thinking about 
our lives that stretches 
beyond Lent, serves our 
neighbors and builds re-

lationships. I’m giving up my comfort zone 
to become more aware of  the Charlotte we 
all call home. E-mail me at rdellibovi@gmail.
com and share how, together, we can get out 
of  our comfort zones, not just during Lent.

In His Own Words:
I’M GIVING UP MY 

COMFORT ZONE FOR LENT

A group of  church members traveled to Pembroke in eastern 
North Carolina on February 25 to help repair historic St. James 
United Methodist, damaged last autumn in flooding from 
Hurricane Matthew. Volunteers worked on the roof, painted, 
installed Sheetrock and built a new altar platform and rail in 
the Sanctuary. Our church, through the Jubilee Plus! outreach 
fund, and First United Methodist in Laurinburg split the cost 
of  $20,000 worth of  supplies used in the work. The African-
American congregation of  20 or so has been meeting in homes. 
They hope to return to their church by Easter. Those who 
participated: Betsy and David Baker, Rick Gaskins, Fred Hunter, 
Mike Jones, Gary Morgan, Jerry Mitchell, James Parkerson, 
George Stearns, Thom Sumner and Rob Weller. Gifts to Jubilee 
Plus! are welcome at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus. Or 
write a check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line.

What a busy, meaningful 
church we are, during Lent 
and throughout the year. 
Turn to the Cornerstone 
and our online platforms 
for news of  the Shrove 
Tuesday gathering, a prayer 
pilgrimage to the South 
Tryon community, a mission 
trip to flood-damaged 
Pembroke, N.C., a record-
setting blood drive and more. 
Turn to Intersection magazine 
to explore reconciliation. 
And note The Observer’s front-
page/online coverage of  
how we took Ash Wednesday 
to the people. Also inside: 
Our Lenten calendar of  
services and activities.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

MISSION: PEMBROKE

WALL OF PHOTOS, RECORD BLOOD DRIVE
• Check out the fresh, new way to share our story: The wall 

behind the Sanctuary across from the Choir Room now 
features photos of  various ministries and how you can 
get involved in serving. First up: Children’s and Youth 
Ministries. The display will change on a regular basis. Also 
new to the wall: Prominent photos of  new members. 
The colorful artwork that had been on that wall – UMAR 
artists sharing their view of  the Seven Days Of  Creation – is 
now on display around the church campus.

• The recent blood drive in the Youth Building Gym 
welcomed a record-setting (for our church) 40 donors. 
The drive honored the memory of  Mitchell Bays Turner, 
who died from leukemia in 2014 at age two. The next 
chance to give blood comes in autumn.

• All are reminded to let the church know when you or a 
loved one is in the hospital or has had a baby. Call 704-
376-8584.

• This month, as the congregation devotes Lent to 
exploring prayer, Dr. Howell recommends reading 
My Utmost for His Highest by Oswald Chambers for the 
Pastor’s Book Club. He encourages us to read at least a 
page a day in this classic daily devotional. The devotional 
will be available in Goodness Gracious!

• Also for sale in the gift shop in the Parish Life lobby: 
Our Senior Pastor’s new book, Worshipful – Living Sunday 
Morning All Week.

Helping our friends in Pembroke, N.C. Photo by Fred Hunter.

Rob Dellibovi

By Ken Garfield

Who knows how many children 
have felt God’s love thanks to 

Sarah Sumner, including the two slightly 
mischievous ones who spent one Sunday 
morning with our Director of  Children’s 
Ministries rather than in class if  you get our 
drift. When Sarah asked them what they 
had done to merit such attention, one little 
fellow told her, “We started out making 
good decisions. Then we made bad ones.”

Sarah laughs as she tells the story, for it 
is one sweet moment in a ministry filled 
with precious memories and immeasurable 
impact. Sarah is retiring in September 
as head of  our flourishing Children’s 
Ministries. As Dr. Howell shared with the 
congregation, we are filled with a range of  
emotions “and all of  them feel like deep 
love and profound appreciation.” A search 
for a successor to work with children, 
families and a gifted team of  volunteers 
and staffers begins soon. Prepare in the 
months ahead to celebrate Sarah and all 
that she has meant to Myers Park United 

Methodist Church and the world beyond. 
And in case you’re already starting to miss 
her, not to worry: Sarah and Thom Sumner 
plan to remain in Charlotte and continue 
worshiping at our church, where they’ve 
belonged together since 1967. Sarah, a self-
confessed “ponderer,” said she and God did 
a lot of  talking before she decided to retire, 
with one eye on the future. “I am feeling 
like there’s another chapter…”

Sarah Sumner Retiring In September

SAY IT AIN’T SO, SARAH

Sarah Sumner, surrounded by two of  her many 
friends, colleagues and volunteers in faith. 

Photo by Melissa McGill.
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