
Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones 
updates us on The 100K Dream, our pledge 
to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 
year and build new relationships while doing so. 
Tell us how you’re serving and the people you’re 
meeting by filling out the card in the pew rack 
and at the back of  Jubilee Hall each Sunday 
or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org. 
You can learn all about the initiative at www.
myersparkumc.org/100kdream.

Thank you for sharing the hours you’re 
serving, and the stories and photos of  

relationships you’re building, as part of  The 

100K Dream. As of  February 15, members 
of  our congregation have reported 904 
hours. One of  many stories arising from 
this work: Whit Gallman met a new friend 
at the Aldersgate retirement community. His 
name is Warren, and he was so excited to 
go for a ride in Whit’s Tesla. Whit shares: 
“Turns out that Warren is a mechanical 
engineer. He asked me more technical 
questions than even I could answer. He said 
that he had run the simulations on every 
rocket that NASA had fired until the time 
he retired. Who got the biggest thrill out of  
that trip?”

Remember To Tell Us Your Hours!
THE LATEST ON 
THE 100K DREAM

Chan Martin, chair of  our church’s 12-person 
Building Feasibility Committee, shares this update. 
He can be reached at james.chandler.martin@
gmail.com.

The Administrative Board and Board of  
Trustees of  the Wesley Foundation in 
January approved a proposal from the 
Building Feasibility Committee to proceed 
with a rezoning of  our campus. The process 
is expected to take at least six months.

The Building Feasibility Committee was 
formed two years ago to evaluate the church 
campus and look at our options for the 
future. The intent was to take a very long-
term view. Our most recent construction 
was the Parish Life Building, completed in 
2001. In advance of  the construction, the 
campus was rezoned and the current zoning 
designation would allow us to expand up to 
an additional 35,000 square feet.

The Committee focused on four distinct 
areas within our complex:

• Expand the Sanctuary to include two 
transepts that would accommodate up 
to an additional 400 seats.

• A new building could go on the site of  
the existing small parking lot next to the 
Parish Life Building.

• Replace and significantly expand the 
Youth Building.

• Renovate/expand the Snyder Building. 
This is viewed as a long-term possibility 
to increase density of  this part of  the 
campus.

While all of  these are opportunities, no 
recommendation is being made as to the 
best approach for the near-term. The 
committee has not priced the cost of  any of  
the projects.

The proposal is to proceed with the 
rezoning, which is necessary for anything 
we might wish to do. As part of  that 
process, we intend to meet with our 
City Council representatives, the Myers 
Park Homeowners Association, and our 
neighboring property owners. We will be 
asking for a mixed use designation and 
higher density, both of  which would be 
consistent with Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church.  

While we are going through the rezoning 
process, we will also begin a process to talk 
to staff, church leadership and members 
about what changes would most benefit our 
church mission.

THE LATEST ON 
BUILDING FEASIBILITY

Talk about a great adventure, Myers Park United Methodist’s own Avery Buie is in the midst of  a 
“gap year” in, of  all places, rural Japan.

Avery, 18, is the daughter of  Charles and Elizabeth Buie. After graduating from Covenant Day 
School and before starting her freshman year at UNC-Chapel Hill in August, Avery is serving 
with Asian Rural Institute in the town of  Nasushiobara in central Japan. ARI – a partner to 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission – seeks to empower rural leaders to serve the poor and 
marginalized through sustainable agriculture. Among Avery’s jobs are working with chickens and 
cleaning the women’s dorm. Mom Elizabeth smiles at that second task, having seen Avery’s room 
at home.

Avery writes: “One of  the things I like about ARI is that it’s founded on Christian principles, 
but embraces people of  all faiths to come and participate. I’m hoping that while I’m here, I’ll be 
able to build relationships with people of  other religions, which will allow me to understand and 
deepen my own faith…I have been going through a dry period in my faith, and I’m hoping I’ll 
experience a spiritual awakening because of  this work I’m doing.”

Avery welcomes the congregation’s prayers. Follow her journey at www.sowingingoodsoil.
blogspot.com.

Turn inside for particulars 
on our Lenten journey, 
including a focus on 
prayer. Among the 
highlights: Ash Wednesday 
services at 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. March 1 in 
the Sanctuary; a Prayer 
Pilgrimage to the South 
Tryon community on 
Sunday, March 5. An 
Easter sunrise service at 
7:00 a.m. April 16, starting 
in Francis Chapel and 
moving outside, the sound 
of  bagpipes providing a 
powerful backdrop. As 
always on Easter Sunday, 
we will fill the cross on the 
lawn with flowers.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

AVERY BUIE IS ON A GREAT ADVENTURE

DR. HOWELL’S NEW BOOK: WORSHIPFUL – 
LIVING SUNDAY MORNING ALL WEEK

Dr. Howell’s latest book seeks to answer a most important question: “Is it possible to live in 
the world – doing the dishes, listening to music, being stuck in traffic, enmeshed in a thicket of  
meetings at work – with an abiding sense of  God’s presence despite all the racket, that we might 
do whatever we do for God, and sense God’s presence?”

In Worshipful – Living Sunday Morning All Week, the answer offered is “Yes!”

“For years,” says our Senior Pastor, “I’ve tried to think, preach, teach and write on the beautiful 
connections between what we do in Sunday worship, and what we actually do the rest of  the 
week. I think this book captures some of  what I’ve learned, and hopefully will help all of  us to 
understand why we do what we do on Sunday, and then live it fully all week long. If  we ask for 
forgiveness in church, can washing my hands before supper remind me to be cleansed by God? 
If  we take up an offering in worship, does that change what I do with the rest of  my money? If  
we come to the Lord’s table, how might I shop and cook and enjoy food at home in a way that 
remembers Jesus? If  we profess our faith with the creed, can I talk in holy ways when I’m out in 
the world?”

The 138-page paperback, published by Cascade Books, will be for sale in the Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop in the Parish Life lobby and elsewhere. Dr. Howell is the author of  15 books.

Avery Buie in rural Japan, 
making sushi.



Wednesday, March 1
• Ash Wednesday services at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. Child care offered for both services. The 7:00 
p.m. service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.
org. The Alleluia and Junior choirs and Chamber Singers 
will sing from the balcony at the 7:00 p.m. service, with the 
Youth Choir in the chancel. Myers Park Strings will play. 
Overflow for the 7:00 p.m. service is in the small chapel 
and Francis Chapel. 

• Rev. Nathan Arledge will offer the imposition of  ashes and 
brief  prayer from 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. at Caribou Coffee at 
Park Road Shopping Center.  

Wednesday, March 15
• All are invited to the Adults Plus! gathering at 10:30 a.m. 

in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building as Ann Starrette, 
Director of  Spiritual Formation at Davidson United Meth-
odist, explores Soul Tending. A $5 lunch (almond chicken) 
follows. For reservations by noon March 14, call 704-376-
5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

Monday, March 27
• Healing service at 6:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. Child care 

available.

Palm Sunday, April 9
• Regular schedule  – 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctu-

ary, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will 
have a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with 
Holy Communion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  
stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  
the passion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will 
participate. Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child 
care available. 
 

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked 

by the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel 
of  Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at 
www.myersparkumc.org. Child care available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving out-

side to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan 
Arledge will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will play.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 
a.m. service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. 
Overflow will be available for all three services in Francis 
Chapel, spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chan-
cel Choir will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, 
the commission the choir premiered last May in honor of  
Margaret Ann Schrum. Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter 
Sunday. There is no Sunday School for children and youth. 
Worship care for children preschool and younger is avail-
able for all services.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree 
(www.qcfamilytree.org), a holistic community develop-
ment ministry in west Charlotte. Make the check out to 
Myers Park United Methodist Church with Easter Offering on the 
memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather 
on the church lawn and fill the cross with flowers. Photos 
are encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Stephen Ministries’ annual Meditations For Lent is available 

around the church campus, a booklet filled with daily reflec-
tions from members, clergy and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ Lenten calendar is around the campus 
with Scripture and daily suggestions for observing Lent.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Ruth Ranson Beeson, mother of  Clarence Beeson, who died 
on February 6, 2017. Merrill Lee Gattis, husband of  Gail 
Gattis and father of  Linda Shull, who died on February 8, 
2017. Coline Thomas Woods, wife of  Bruce Woods and mother 
of  Tricia Hansil, who died on February 8, 2017. Jane Sweet 

Pixley, mother of  Barbara Pixley, Karen Trimble and Linda 
Robertson and grandmother of  Beth, Michelle and Scott 
Smith, who died on February 12, 2017. Jessie Nettles, mother of  
Kathryn Amos, who died on February 12, 2017.

Babies
Charlotte Elizabeth Burleson, daughter of  Elizabeth and Steven 
Burleson, born on January 28, 2017.

Our Lenten Journey

• The Pastor’s Book Club initiated by Dr. Howell and 
inspired by our focus on reconciliation has chosen a 
book to read in February – James Baldwin’s classic The 
Fire Next Time. All are encouraged to read the book, then 
gather for a discussion at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 8, 
in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. Toussaint Ro-
main, a lawyer and community activist in Charlotte, will 
guide the conversation. The Fire Next Time was a bestsell-
er when it appeared in 1963, offering a powerful look at 
Baldwin’s early life in Harlem, the consequences of  racial 
tension, and yet with a hopeful viewpoint toward recon-
ciliation. For child care, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org.

• The group of  church members focused on racial recon-
ciliation is maintaining a web page – www.myersparkumc.
org/race – to keep the congregation and community 
updated on programs, projects and suggested readings. 
Included is the latest on the Pass The Peace initiative, shar-
ing a meal and conversation with members of  the largely 
African-American St. Mark’s United Methodist Church. 

• The next Intersection magazine will explore reconciliation 
in its many forms. Included will be special artwork, es-
says on reconciling the issues in our lives and more.

PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB, RACIAL 
RECONCILIATION AND MORE

This year, we devote the season of  Lent to prayer. These opportunities 
are also shared at www.myersparkumc.org and in a brochure available 
around the church.
Dr. Howell’s E-Mail Series: Our Senior Pastor will reflect 
on prayer in his e-mail series March 1 through Easter Sunday, 
April 16. If  you already receive his e-
mail reflections, you will receive this. 
To begin getting his e-mails, reach 
Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.
org.
Prayer Pilgrimage: On March 5, the 
first Sunday in Lent, children, youth 
and adults are invited to participate in 
a Prayer Pilgrimage with friends and 
neighbors in the South Tryon com-
munity. Our group will meet at Myers 
Park United Methodist at 3:30 p.m. 
and ride together in the church vans to meet friends there. 
We will walk and pray together for an hour around South 
Tryon Community Church. Our group will return with bless-
ings to Myers Park United Methodist by 5:30 p.m. There is 
limited availability and registration is necessary with 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.
Open Prayer Time: Especially for Lent, Francis Chapel will 
be open for prayer from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. March 8 through 
April 5. Prayer practice information will be available. From 
11:30 a.m. to noon March 8 through April 5, Centering Prayer 
practice will be available with Dr. Dobson. From 6:15 to 6:45 
p.m. March 8, Dr. Dobson will offer Mindful Prayer – Chris-
tian Practices of  Meditation. From 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. March 15 
to April 15, Lectio Divina teaching will be offered by Jessica 
Stevens.

A Day Apart: On Saturday, March 11, Dr. Melanie Dobson 
will lead A Day Apart to Belmont Abbey College in Gaston 

County. A small group will meet at the church at 9:00 a.m., 
then leave in a church van to spend the day in prayer, wor-
ship and meditation. Bring a bag lunch. Plan to return to the 
church by 2:00 p.m. Register with Christine Mull at 704-
295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

Conversation On Prayer: At 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, March 13, in Jubilee Hall, Drs. 
Howell and Dobson will lead a conver-
sation on prayer. They’ll share personal 
stories and reflect on four kinds of  
Christian prayer: Intercession, thanks-
giving, confession and contemplative. 
E-mail jwentz@mpumc.org for child 
care.
Ongoing Opportunities: Sunday 
School classes and small groups are 
encouraged to contact the Adult Faith 

Formation office for suggested studies designed to lead 
participants in deeper prayer practice. Reach Rev. Barbara 
Barden at 704-295-4815 or bbarden@mpumc.org.
Online Study: Those needing more flexibility in their learn-
ing might be interested in a virtual small group study of  
Prayer, Stress and Our Inner Wounds by Flora Slosson starting 
Wednesday, March 1. Participants can register and sign in for 
independent study online. Details: Melanie at 704-295-4840 
or melanie@mpumc.org to learn more. 
How To Pray: Melanie will offer a Prayer Tool Kit from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Mondays from March 20 to April 10 in Francis 
Chapel. Each hour-long class will include teaching/learn-
ing on different types of  prayer: Intercessory, thanksgiving, 
confession and contemplative, and an actual practice of  that 
prayer category. To register or learn more, visit www.
mpumc.org/small-groups.

‘Conversation’ With Drs. Howell, Dobson March 13
OUR LENTEN FOCUS ON PRAYER

Pass The Peace is bringing people together for meals, conversation 
and fellowship. Photo by Lisa Howell.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

February 25, 2017
• URGENT SERVING NEEDS Regularly in the Cornerstone, 

Sunday bulletins and elsewhere, urgent serving needs 
are shared – opportunities to help do God’s work in the 
church and beyond. Care Team: Teams of  six to 12 people 
provide transportation, meals and run errands for someone 
experiencing changes in their health. A commitment of  two 
to three hours a month is typically involved. New Parent 
Visitation: Team members visit new parents (and the baby!) 
to offer love, support and usually a welcome casserole 
prepared by others at the church. To get involved in either 
ministry, reach Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or 
smobley@mpumc.org.

• UMAR LUNCHEON The annual Friends of  UMAR 
Luncheon and art sale to benefit the agency that works with 
adults with disabilities is at 12:15 p.m. Tuesday, April 25, at 
Providence United Methodist Church, 2810 Providence Road. 
Details: www.umarinfo.com or Cameron Hunter at 704-659-
7624 or cameronh@umarinfo.com.

• SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool 
annual Spring Carnival is 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 
April 29, in the Parish Life Building parking lot with pony 
rides, inflatables, class artwork, food and more. It moves 
indoors in bad weather (but not the ponies). Want to help? 
Reach Jill Gadd at 704-564-6629 or jillrgadd@gmail.com.

• TEST PROCTORS Partner schools Sedgefield Elementary 
and Sedgefield Middle need proctors for end-of-year 
testing. Reach Dominique Stone at dominique1.stone@cms.
k12.nc.us for Sedgefield Elementary, and Lisa Howell at 
lisaruns@icloud.com for Sedgefield Middle.

• LOVE SPORTS? Assistant coaches are needed for spring 
sports at Sedgefield Middle School from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
weekdays. Reach Lisa Howell at lisaruns@icloud.com.

• WANT TO BACKPACK? Men are invited on backpacking 
trips March 24-25 and May 5-6, leaving Friday morning and 
returning Saturday night. Locations are still to be determined. 
Interested? Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org.

• HELP WITH VBS Vacation Bible School is June 19-22, 
with the theme of  Hero Central. Some 100 adult and youth 
volunteers are needed. E-mail VBS planning team leader 
Jennifer Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com or Sarah Sumner 
in Children’s Ministries at sarah@mpumc.org. Signups for 
children start in March.

• SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball 
Saturdays starting at 8:30 a.m. in the Youth Building Gym 
through late April. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

Scenes from last year’s Friends of  UMAR Luncheon.



The Women’s Retreat:
Of  Laughter, Joy, Beauty And Bus Rides

Scenes from the annual church women’s retreat. Photos by Lisa Howell.

Sally Almason, a member of  our church for a year and a half, was one of  
99 women who attended the recent Women’s Retreat at Caraway Conference 
Center near Asheboro. Rev. Sarah Kalish of  Wadesboro United Methodist 
Church led the group in exploring the theme, “JOY: Knowing, Being 
Giving.” Sally reflects on the retreat, her first but surely not her last.

It was with much fear that I signed up for the women’s retreat. 
I set up many roadblocks not to go – like if  I had to share a 

room, if  I suddenly fell ill, if, if  if….But no ‘ifs’ happened and 
so off  I went, palms sweating, heart racing. All this worry for 
two nights spent with women on a JOY retreat! And to think, 
I’ve traveled the world, even to unsafe countries, where English 
is barely heard…

Here is some of  what I learned…

• Women are a JOY, to get to know and to be with, and 
because of  all the ways they give of  their time and talent.

• Beauty and grace surround us, even amid the mess.
• We are all seekers of  joy, of  hope, of  love, of  God.
• Laughter in a small group rocks.
• Bus rides with women are good for the soul.
• I can’t wait to go back next year.

Mark those calendars. The 12th annual Women’s Retreat is set for 
Caraway on February 9-11, 2018.



Wednesday, March 1
• Ash Wednesday services at 11:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. Child care offered for both services. The 7:00 
p.m. service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.
org. The Alleluia and Junior choirs and Chamber Singers 
will sing from the balcony at the 7:00 p.m. service, with the 
Youth Choir in the chancel. Myers Park Strings will play. 
Overflow for the 7:00 p.m. service is in the small chapel 
and Francis Chapel. 

• Rev. Nathan Arledge will offer the imposition of  ashes and 
brief  prayer from 8:00 to 10:30 a.m. at Caribou Coffee at 
Park Road Shopping Center.  

Wednesday, March 15
• All are invited to the Adults Plus! gathering at 10:30 a.m. 

in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building as Ann Starrette, 
Director of  Spiritual Formation at Davidson United Meth-
odist, explores Soul Tending. A $5 lunch (almond chicken) 
follows. For reservations by noon March 14, call 704-376-
5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

Monday, March 27
• Healing service at 6:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. Child care 

available.

Palm Sunday, April 9
• Regular schedule  – 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctu-

ary, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall.

Maundy Thursday, April 13
• Dr. Melanie Dobson’s ongoing yoga class at 11:00 a.m. in 

Room 031 on the lower level of  the Snyder Building will 
have a Maundy Thursday scriptural focus and end with 
Holy Communion. Youth and older children are welcome.

• Service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary, dramatizing the last 
hours of  Christ’s life on earth in words and music. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated and the ancient practice of  
stripping the Sanctuary will prepare us for the darkness of  
the passion and death of  Jesus. The Chamber Singers will 
participate. Livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. Child 
care available. 
 

Good Friday, April 14
• A Tenebrae service at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary marked 

by the reading of  the Passion of  Christ from the Gospel 
of  Matthew. The Chancel Choir will sing. Livestreamed at 
www.myersparkumc.org. Child care available.

Easter Sunday, April 16
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. in Francis Chapel, moving out-

side to the columbarium, weather permitting. Rev. Nathan 
Arledge will preach. Bagpiper Liam Broughton will play.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. The 11:00 
a.m. service will be livestreamed at www.myersparkumc.org. 
Overflow will be available for all three services in Francis 
Chapel, spilling over into Jubilee Hall if  needed. The Chan-
cel Choir will sing On Earth Has Dawned This Day Of  Days, 
the commission the choir premiered last May in honor of  
Margaret Ann Schrum. Da Capo Brass will participate.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• We encourage families to worship together on Easter 
Sunday. There is no Sunday School for children and youth. 
Worship care for children preschool and younger is avail-
able for all services.

• The Easter Sunday offering will go to QC Family Tree 
(www.qcfamilytree.org), a holistic community develop-
ment ministry in west Charlotte. Make the check out to 
Myers Park United Methodist Church with Easter Offering on the 
memo line.

• As always, weather permitting, you are welcome to gather 
on the church lawn and fill the cross with flowers. Photos 
are encouraged.

Monday, April 17
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 

and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

This And That
• Stephen Ministries’ annual Meditations For Lent is available 

around the church campus, a booklet filled with daily reflec-
tions from members, clergy and staff.

• Children’s Ministries’ Lenten calendar is around the campus 
with Scripture and daily suggestions for observing Lent.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Ruth Ranson Beeson, mother of  Clarence Beeson, who died 
on February 6, 2017. Merrill Lee Gattis, husband of  Gail 
Gattis and father of  Linda Shull, who died on February 8, 
2017. Coline Thomas Woods, wife of  Bruce Woods and mother 
of  Tricia Hansil, who died on February 8, 2017. Jane Sweet 

Pixley, mother of  Barbara Pixley, Karen Trimble and Linda 
Robertson and grandmother of  Beth, Michelle and Scott 
Smith, who died on February 12, 2017. Jessie Nettles, mother of  
Kathryn Amos, who died on February 12, 2017.

Babies
Charlotte Elizabeth Burleson, daughter of  Elizabeth and Steven 
Burleson, born on January 28, 2017.

Our Lenten Journey

• The Pastor’s Book Club initiated by Dr. Howell and 
inspired by our focus on reconciliation has chosen a 
book to read in February – James Baldwin’s classic The 
Fire Next Time. All are encouraged to read the book, then 
gather for a discussion at 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 8, 
in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. Toussaint Ro-
main, a lawyer and community activist in Charlotte, will 
guide the conversation. The Fire Next Time was a bestsell-
er when it appeared in 1963, offering a powerful look at 
Baldwin’s early life in Harlem, the consequences of  racial 
tension, and yet with a hopeful viewpoint toward recon-
ciliation. For child care, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org.

• The group of  church members focused on racial recon-
ciliation is maintaining a web page – www.myersparkumc.
org/race – to keep the congregation and community 
updated on programs, projects and suggested readings. 
Included is the latest on the Pass The Peace initiative, shar-
ing a meal and conversation with members of  the largely 
African-American St. Mark’s United Methodist Church. 

• The next Intersection magazine will explore reconciliation 
in its many forms. Included will be special artwork, es-
says on reconciling the issues in our lives and more.

PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB, RACIAL 
RECONCILIATION AND MORE

This year, we devote the season of  Lent to prayer. These opportunities 
are also shared at www.myersparkumc.org and in a brochure available 
around the church.
Dr. Howell’s E-Mail Series: Our Senior Pastor will reflect 
on prayer in his e-mail series March 1 through Easter Sunday, 
April 16. If  you already receive his e-
mail reflections, you will receive this. 
To begin getting his e-mails, reach 
Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.
org.
Prayer Pilgrimage: On March 5, the 
first Sunday in Lent, children, youth 
and adults are invited to participate in 
a Prayer Pilgrimage with friends and 
neighbors in the South Tryon com-
munity. Our group will meet at Myers 
Park United Methodist at 3:30 p.m. 
and ride together in the church vans to meet friends there. 
We will walk and pray together for an hour around South 
Tryon Community Church. Our group will return with bless-
ings to Myers Park United Methodist by 5:30 p.m. There is 
limited availability and registration is necessary with 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.
Open Prayer Time: Especially for Lent, Francis Chapel will 
be open for prayer from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. March 8 through 
April 5. Prayer practice information will be available. From 
11:30 a.m. to noon March 8 through April 5, Centering Prayer 
practice will be available with Dr. Dobson. From 6:15 to 6:45 
p.m. March 8, Dr. Dobson will offer Mindful Prayer – Chris-
tian Practices of  Meditation. From 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. March 15 
to April 15, Lectio Divina teaching will be offered by Jessica 
Stevens.

A Day Apart: On Saturday, March 11, Dr. Melanie Dobson 
will lead A Day Apart to Belmont Abbey College in Gaston 

County. A small group will meet at the church at 9:00 a.m., 
then leave in a church van to spend the day in prayer, wor-
ship and meditation. Bring a bag lunch. Plan to return to the 
church by 2:00 p.m. Register with Christine Mull at 704-
295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

Conversation On Prayer: At 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, March 13, in Jubilee Hall, Drs. 
Howell and Dobson will lead a conver-
sation on prayer. They’ll share personal 
stories and reflect on four kinds of  
Christian prayer: Intercession, thanks-
giving, confession and contemplative. 
E-mail jwentz@mpumc.org for child 
care.
Ongoing Opportunities: Sunday 
School classes and small groups are 
encouraged to contact the Adult Faith 

Formation office for suggested studies designed to lead 
participants in deeper prayer practice. Reach Rev. Barbara 
Barden at 704-295-4815 or bbarden@mpumc.org.
Online Study: Those needing more flexibility in their learn-
ing might be interested in a virtual small group study of  
Prayer, Stress and Our Inner Wounds by Flora Slosson starting 
Wednesday, March 1. Participants can register and sign in for 
independent study online. Details: Melanie at 704-295-4840 
or melanie@mpumc.org to learn more. 
How To Pray: Melanie will offer a Prayer Tool Kit from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Mondays from March 20 to April 10 in Francis 
Chapel. Each hour-long class will include teaching/learn-
ing on different types of  prayer: Intercessory, thanksgiving, 
confession and contemplative, and an actual practice of  that 
prayer category. To register or learn more, visit www.
mpumc.org/small-groups.

‘Conversation’ With Drs. Howell, Dobson March 13
OUR LENTEN FOCUS ON PRAYER

Pass The Peace is bringing people together for meals, conversation 
and fellowship. Photo by Lisa Howell.



Local Missions Coordinator Megan Jones 
updates us on The 100K Dream, our pledge 
to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 
year and build new relationships while doing so. 
Tell us how you’re serving and the people you’re 
meeting by filling out the card in the pew rack 
and at the back of  Jubilee Hall each Sunday 
or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org. 
You can learn all about the initiative at www.
myersparkumc.org/100kdream.

Thank you for sharing the hours you’re 
serving, and the stories and photos of  

relationships you’re building, as part of  The 

100K Dream. As of  February 15, members 
of  our congregation have reported 904 
hours. One of  many stories arising from 
this work: Whit Gallman met a new friend 
at the Aldersgate retirement community. His 
name is Warren, and he was so excited to 
go for a ride in Whit’s Tesla. Whit shares: 
“Turns out that Warren is a mechanical 
engineer. He asked me more technical 
questions than even I could answer. He said 
that he had run the simulations on every 
rocket that NASA had fired until the time 
he retired. Who got the biggest thrill out of  
that trip?”

Remember To Tell Us Your Hours!
THE LATEST ON 
THE 100K DREAM

Chan Martin, chair of  our church’s 12-person 
Building Feasibility Committee, shares this update. 
He can be reached at james.chandler.martin@
gmail.com.

The Administrative Board and Board of  
Trustees of  the Wesley Foundation in 
January approved a proposal from the 
Building Feasibility Committee to proceed 
with a rezoning of  our campus. The process 
is expected to take at least six months.

The Building Feasibility Committee was 
formed two years ago to evaluate the church 
campus and look at our options for the 
future. The intent was to take a very long-
term view. Our most recent construction 
was the Parish Life Building, completed in 
2001. In advance of  the construction, the 
campus was rezoned and the current zoning 
designation would allow us to expand up to 
an additional 35,000 square feet.

The Committee focused on four distinct 
areas within our complex:

• Expand the Sanctuary to include two 
transepts that would accommodate up 
to an additional 400 seats.

• A new building could go on the site of  
the existing small parking lot next to the 
Parish Life Building.

• Replace and significantly expand the 
Youth Building.

• Renovate/expand the Snyder Building. 
This is viewed as a long-term possibility 
to increase density of  this part of  the 
campus.

While all of  these are opportunities, no 
recommendation is being made as to the 
best approach for the near-term. The 
committee has not priced the cost of  any of  
the projects.

The proposal is to proceed with the 
rezoning, which is necessary for anything 
we might wish to do. As part of  that 
process, we intend to meet with our 
City Council representatives, the Myers 
Park Homeowners Association, and our 
neighboring property owners. We will be 
asking for a mixed use designation and 
higher density, both of  which would be 
consistent with Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church.  

While we are going through the rezoning 
process, we will also begin a process to talk 
to staff, church leadership and members 
about what changes would most benefit our 
church mission.

THE LATEST ON 
BUILDING FEASIBILITY

Talk about a great adventure, Myers Park United Methodist’s own Avery Buie is in the midst of  a 
“gap year” in, of  all places, rural Japan.

Avery, 18, is the daughter of  Charles and Elizabeth Buie. After graduating from Covenant Day 
School and before starting her freshman year at UNC-Chapel Hill in August, Avery is serving 
with Asian Rural Institute in the town of  Nasushiobara in central Japan. ARI – a partner to 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission – seeks to empower rural leaders to serve the poor and 
marginalized through sustainable agriculture. Among Avery’s jobs are working with chickens and 
cleaning the women’s dorm. Mom Elizabeth smiles at that second task, having seen Avery’s room 
at home.

Avery writes: “One of  the things I like about ARI is that it’s founded on Christian principles, 
but embraces people of  all faiths to come and participate. I’m hoping that while I’m here, I’ll be 
able to build relationships with people of  other religions, which will allow me to understand and 
deepen my own faith…I have been going through a dry period in my faith, and I’m hoping I’ll 
experience a spiritual awakening because of  this work I’m doing.”

Avery welcomes the congregation’s prayers. Follow her journey at www.sowingingoodsoil.
blogspot.com.

Turn inside for particulars 
on our Lenten journey, 
including a focus on 
prayer. Among the 
highlights: Ash Wednesday 
services at 11:00 a.m. 
and 7:00 p.m. March 1 in 
the Sanctuary; a Prayer 
Pilgrimage to the South 
Tryon community on 
Sunday, March 5. An 
Easter sunrise service at 
7:00 a.m. April 16, starting 
in Francis Chapel and 
moving outside, the sound 
of  bagpipes providing a 
powerful backdrop. As 
always on Easter Sunday, 
we will fill the cross on the 
lawn with flowers.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

AVERY BUIE IS ON A GREAT ADVENTURE

DR. HOWELL’S NEW BOOK: WORSHIPFUL – 
LIVING SUNDAY MORNING ALL WEEK

Dr. Howell’s latest book seeks to answer a most important question: “Is it possible to live in 
the world – doing the dishes, listening to music, being stuck in traffic, enmeshed in a thicket of  
meetings at work – with an abiding sense of  God’s presence despite all the racket, that we might 
do whatever we do for God, and sense God’s presence?”

In Worshipful – Living Sunday Morning All Week, the answer offered is “Yes!”

“For years,” says our Senior Pastor, “I’ve tried to think, preach, teach and write on the beautiful 
connections between what we do in Sunday worship, and what we actually do the rest of  the 
week. I think this book captures some of  what I’ve learned, and hopefully will help all of  us to 
understand why we do what we do on Sunday, and then live it fully all week long. If  we ask for 
forgiveness in church, can washing my hands before supper remind me to be cleansed by God? 
If  we take up an offering in worship, does that change what I do with the rest of  my money? If  
we come to the Lord’s table, how might I shop and cook and enjoy food at home in a way that 
remembers Jesus? If  we profess our faith with the creed, can I talk in holy ways when I’m out in 
the world?”

The 138-page paperback, published by Cascade Books, will be for sale in the Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop in the Parish Life lobby and elsewhere. Dr. Howell is the author of  15 books.

Avery Buie in rural Japan, 
making sushi.




