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The Incredulity of Saint Thomas, Caravaggio 

 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

April 23, 2017 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 Gathering Music (9:45, 11:00)  

 Le Quattro Stagioni: "La Primavera" - I. Allegro  

   (The Four Seasons: Spring) 

A. Vivaldi 

 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 



 Introit (8:30)  

 Heut' triumphieret Gottes Sohn, BWV 630 

   (Today Triumphs the Son of God) 

J.S. Bach 

 

 Opening Voluntary (9:45, 11:00)  

 Crown Him With Many Crowns arr. David Angerman 

 
 Call to Worship  

Come, bless the Lord, in whom we find our refuge and safety. 

You are our God; all the good things come from You alone. 

 

Come, bless the Lord, who surrounds us with abundance. 

You are our God; our lives are in your hands. 
 

Come, bless the Lord, who guides us on the path to eternal life, 

You are our God; we will not be shaken. 
 
 Opening Hymn No. 307  

Christ Is Risen W ZLOBIE LEZY 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

God, you have made known to us the ways of life. 

Yet, too often, we put other things above you 

  and turn away from the ways of life 

  and toward the ways of death. 

Forgive us and guide us back into your presence, 

  that we may know the fullness of joy. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 Anthem  

 On The Third Day (9:45, 11:00) Alan Pote 

 Jesus was crucified. He died and was buried. 

 

On the third day Christ arose. 

He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand  

of God the Father Almighty. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead, 

his kingdom will have no end. 

 

Christ is risen from the dead, he is risen as he said, he is alive, alleluia! 

Christ has conquered death and sin, died for us our souls to win,  

he is alive, alleluia! 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45, 11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45, 11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 
 Gospel Reading John 20:19-31 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 



 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

Allein' Gott in der Höh sei Ehr, BWV 662 

   (Only God on High Be Honored) 

J.S. Bach 

 
Wake the Jubilation (9:45, 11:00) Rollo Dilworth 

Wake the jubilation!  Join the celebration! Christ the Lord is risen today! 

Shout in exultation for we have salvation! Christ the Lord is risen today! 

 

One day when I was lost, God gave the son who died for us on the cross. 

And because of Calvary, I’ve been saved and now I’m free,  

so I can claim the victory! 

 

When I was lost in sin, the Lord took hold of me and changed me within. 

And because of Calvary, I’ve been saved and now I’m free,  

so I can claim the victory! 

 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!   

Sons of men and angels say:  Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!   

Sing ye heavens and earth reply:  Alleluia! 
 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

 

 

 



WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 304  

Easter People, Raise Your Voices REGENT SQUARE 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Prelude on the OLD 100th  Iain Farrington 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation (8:30, 9:45) 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Minister of Missions (11:00) 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 
 

LAY READERS 

Leslie Lowery (8:30), Linda Borders (9:45), Albert Dulin (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 
Youth Handbells and Youth Choir (9:45, 11:00) 

Myers Park Bells Ensemble (9:45, 11:00) 



Myers Park Strings (9:45, 11:00) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 



CRUCIFERS 

Caroline Griffith (8:30), Abby Parker (9:45), Evan Thompson (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Jack Griffith and Jim Johnson (8:30) 

David Felkner and Catherine Felkner (9:45) 

Reid Brownlow and Jane Brownlow (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Finley Holzman (8:30), Will Rothacker (9:45), Mac Brownlow (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. Check out the 

Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary 

or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for 

resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in the Sanctuary narthex and by the 

Jubilee Hall door. To learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, 

reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org. Our Discover Myers Park class 

to learn about our church and perhaps join meets at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, May 7, in 

the Parish Life Building lobby. Please join us, no reservations are needed. 

WELCOME, CHILDREN AND FAMILIES Children and their families are 

invited on a journey through worship. Find bright blue bags with worship guides at 

the Sanctuary entrances. Please return the bags after worship. 

OUR GREETERS ARE ON THE JOB! Greeters on Sunday morning help make 

our church as welcoming as possible by answering questions and helping people 

get to where they’re going. Want to be a greeter? Reach Rob and Julie Dellibovi at 

robertandjulieann@gmail.com. This initiative springs from our Step, Jump, Leap 

initiative. 

DR. HOWELL IS AWAY Our Senior Pastor is away today, and will be back with 

us next Sunday. On April 30, we will welcome a very special guest preacher: Rev. 

Sarah Howell, Associate Pastor at Centenary United Methodist Church in Winston-

Salem, will preach at all four services on April 30. Sarah, of course, is the daughter 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
mailto:robertandjulieann@gmail.com


of Dr. Howell and his wife, Lisa. Join us that morning and give Sarah a warm 

welcome home. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 9:45 a.m. service are Cairo Abraham Chipman, son of Nancy and Joseph 

Chipman; and Hobson Todd Gray, son of Elizabeth and Patrick Gray. Being 

baptized at the 11:00 a.m. service are Maci Pearl Fiery, daughter of Mallory and 

Michael Fiery; and John Winfield Ross, son of Jack and Jennifer Ross. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in honor 

of John Ross on his baptism day and Ella and Charlotte Ross on their birthday, by 

their loving parents, Jennifer and Jack Ross. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE Remember, the Sunday shuttle bus service runs 

continually from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space.  

 

WHY GIVE TO JUBILEE PLUS!? 

Funds collected through our second-mile outreach fund support organizations like 

Charlotte Rescue Mission, which provides 55,050 nights of safe shelter, 165,150 

hot meals, 2,393 hours of tutoring and GED classes and 53,892 hours of substance 

abuse counseling to men and women struggling with addiction, many of whom are 

homeless. Give to Jubilee Plus! at www.myersparkumc.org/jubileeplus or write a 

check to the church with Jubilee Plus! in the memo line and put it in the offering 

plate or mail it to the church. 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist
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QC FAMILY TREE Our special Easter offering – more than $18,000 – supported 

this community development ministry in west Charlotte. Thank you! Don’t miss 

the opportunity to see the impact this ministry is having on youth in the Enderly 

Park neighborhood. Servants are needed to lead games at youth devotionals, bring 

a family meal, participate in an art workshop, work in the garden and more. For 

more, reach Helms Jarrell at helms@qcfamilytree.org. 

SIGN UP FOR VBS Registration continues at www.myersparkumc.org/children 

for Vacation Bible School, set for June 19-22 for children age four through fifth 

grade. This year’s theme is Hero Central. To volunteer at VBS, reach Jennifer 

Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com. To learn more, reach Sarah Sumner at 

sarah@mpumc.org or visit www.myersparkumc.org/children. 
 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS Caregivers are invited to share their joys, 

challenges and experiences from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 25, in 

Room 106 of the Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-

295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 

UMAR LUNCHEON TUESDAY The annual Friends of UMAR Luncheon and 

art sale to benefit the agency that works with adults with disabilities is at 12:15 

p.m. Tuesday, April 25, at Providence United Methodist Church, 2810 Providence 

Road. Details: www.umarinfo.com or Cameron Hunter at 704-659-7624 or 

cameronh@umarinfo.com. 

WEDNESDAY PLAY GROUP Mom and Dad, bring your little ones (through 

age five) to the playground off Providence Road each Wednesday from 4:30 to 

5:30 p.m. for fun and fellowship. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a delicious meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Beef 

tips with brown rice, steamed asparagus, rolls, salad, desserts and ice cream. Make 

reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option six) by 

noon each Tuesday. 

NEW MOMS GROUP Director of Young Adults Jessica Stevens will offer a 

weekly group for new moms starting Thursday, April 27, from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. The group will begin by studying Sarah 

Arthur’s book, Mommy Time. Copies will be available for purchase at the first 

meeting for $11. This will be a relaxed setting, so feel free to bring your baby. 

Child care is available through age five. To sign up or learn more, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD Church members are always invited to the 

Administrative Board meetings to learn about the life of the church and ask 

questions. The next meeting is Thursday, April 27, in Room 108 of the Parish Life 

Building, dinner at 6:30 p.m., followed by the business session at 7:00 p.m. 

SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool Spring Carnival is 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 29, in the Parish Life Building parking lot with 

pony rides, inflatables, food and more fun and games. This sweet event moves 

indoors in bad weather (not the ponies). Invite your friends and neighbors to this 

community gathering. To help: Jill Gadd at 704-564-6629 or jillrgadd@gmail.com. 

CPR TRAINING Heartsavers CPR training is 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. Monday, May 1, 

in Room 110 of the Parish Life Building. Cost is $30 per class. Details: Carmen 

Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

WANT TO BACKPACK? Men are invited on a backpacking trip May 5-6 to 

Pisgah National Forest in western North Carolina. The group will leave Friday 

morning and return Saturday night. Interested? Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 

parker@mpumc.org. 

SENIOR RECOGNITION SUNDAY An especially tender Sunday on our church 

calendar: We will wrap our graduating high school seniors in blankets and prayers 

at the three Sanctuary services on May 7. A banquet follows in Jubilee Hall. Look 

for the special insert in that morning’s worship bulletins with then-and-now photos 

of our students. Details: Ellen Spence at ellenspence@mpumc.org. 

CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The annual Memorial Day church weekend at 

Camp Tekoa May 26-28 in the N.C. mountains is always a joyful time of 

fellowship and fun. The deadline to sign up at www.myersparkumc.org is May 15. 

Questions? Reach Jenna Zello at 704-295-4801 or jenna@mpumc.org. 

PERFORMING ARTS CAMP Register your rising second- through eighth-

grader online at www.myersparkumc.org for our annual music camp. Down By The 

Creek Bank is set for 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. July 31 to August 4. Details: Nancy 

Hamff at nancy@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
INTRODUCTION TO ENNEAGRAM Dr. Paul Hanneman will lead an 

Introduction To Enneagram In Three Parts from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Monday, April 

24 and May 1 and 8, in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. The Enneagram is 

one of the newest personality typing systems in use and emphasizes psychological 

motivations. Child care is available with registration at 

www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. Questions? Reach Dr. Melanie Dobson at 

704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org. 
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SPECIAL CONFIRMATION OPPORTUNITY Next year, we will offer an 

adapted Confirmation curriculum, in a shorter session, for students in Grades 7-12 

with special learning needs. Parents will be asked to facilitate. To learn more, 

reach Meredith Starling at 704-277-1552 or starlinm@bellsouth.net or Amy 

Thomas at amymoorethomas@me.com. 

LEARN ABOUT ISRAEL Rev. Parker Haynes will lead a class, The Life And 

Ministry Of Jesus, at 6:30 p.m. Monday, May 1, in Francis Chapel. The 

congregation and community, including those traveling to Israel in May with 

Parker and Dr. Howell, are welcome. No reservations are needed. 

CONCERT: THE ARMED MAN Our Music Ministry will present The Armed 

Man at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, May 7, in the Sanctuary, featuring the Chancel Choir, 

Myers Park Bells and a full orchestra. Part of our continuing focus on 

reconciliation, the work incorporates several historic and religious sources as it 

chronicles the ravages of war and yet ends with a hopeful call for peace. The 

concert is free. No tickets are required. 

ST. FRANCIS PILGRIMAGE Join Dr. Howell as he leads a trip to Italy October 

8-18 to walk in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi. The group will fly directly to 

Rome and visit several destinations central to the life of one of history’s most 

revered religious figures. Learn about the pilgrimage at 

www.revjameshowellblogspot.com or reach our Senior Pastor at 

james@mpumc.org. Deadline to sign up is July 15. 

 
 

SERVING OTHERS… 

AUGUSTINE LITERACY PROJECT Have a cup of coffee and learn about the 

Augustine Literacy Project, which provides free, one-on-one instruction to low-

income students in reading, writing and spelling. This information session will take 

place from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. Thursday, April 27, at Sterling Elementary 

School,   9601 China Grove Road in Pineville. RSVP to jheath@alpcharlotte.org. 

LEARN MORE ABOUT KENYA MISSION TRIP Rev. Nathan Arledge and 

Brandon Lowery will host an information meeting at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, May 7, in 

Room 105 of the Parish Life Building to share details of a planned February 2018 

trip to Kenya and our mission partner ZOE. Details: Brandon Lowery at 

bdlowery@gmail.com. 
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100K DREAM STORY We are thrilled to hear stories with new neighbors as part 

of The 100K Dream and our pledge to serve 100,000 hours in the community this 

year. Megan Jones sings in the choir: “It is such a gift to be a small part of 

creating music that might touch someone in worship. The choir has become like 

my family. I hope we can bless the congregation each week as much as this music 

family has blessed me.” Tell us how you’re serving and the people you’re meeting 

by filling out each week the card in the pew rack or Jubilee Hall and dropping it in 

the offering plate or by e-mailing 100kdream@mpumc.org. 

FREEDOM SCHOOL Join us to chaperone an outing, read with a scholar or help 

with an afternoon activity. Serve once or many times during our 11th summer of 

Freedom School June 19 to July 28. Opportunities exist for veteran Freedom 

School lay servants and those new to the ministry. Details: Ellen Underwood at 

ecunderw@bellsouth.net. 

LUMBERTON EMERGENCY RESPONSE Travel May 15-18 with our team to 

help the Lumberton community rebuild after recent floods. Housing is provided. 

To sign up or learn more, reach Thom Sumner at thomsum@bellsouth.net. 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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