
Finance Committee Chairman Dennis Soter shares 
this encouraging report to close out 2016. For more 
on any aspect of  the business life of  our church, 
reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-
295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

What a grand finish to 2016! With net 
church operating revenue of  $717,365 in 
December, we managed to turn a deficit 
into a $68,581 surplus for the full year. This 
compares to a deficit of  $12,446 at the close 
of  2015.

Total pledged and non-pledged 
contributions in December totaled $1.1 
million – 22 percent of  the $5.1 million 
collected in all of  2016. Total 2016 
contributions were 2.9 percent greater than 
2015. Together with other revenue sources, 
total income in 2016 was $5.3 million, or 2.3 
percent greater than 2015.

Our ability to control expenses contributed 
as well. Total church expenses were $5.2 
million, or 7 percent under budget, and 

less than 1 percent greater than expenses in 
2015. The expense budget for 2017 is $5.5 
million, compared with an expense budget 
of  $5.6 million in 2016.

We closed 2016 in strong financial condition 
with operating cash reserves of  $710,165.

Looking ahead, pledges to the 2017 
operating budget total $3.4 million, 
unchanged from 2016 pledges. Pledges to 
the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund for 2017 total 
$476,333, compared to 2016 pledges of  
$567,454. Contributions to Jubilee Plus! in 
2016 actually exceeded pledges – the total 
contributed was $631,126. Donations to 
Jubilee Plus! are welcome all year round at 
www.myersparkumc.org/give.

On behalf  of  the clergy and staff, thank 
you, our members, for your generous spirit 
of  giving in support of  the missions and 
operating activities of  our great church.

WHERE DO WE STAND 
FINANCIALLY?

Our dream for this year, for the rest 
of  our lives since we’re dreaming big 

here, revolves around two numbers: As a 
congregation in 2017, let us devote 100,000 
hours or more to serving as God’s hands and 

feet. As we work in the 
community, sing in the 
choir and on and on, let 
us also learn the names 
and stories of  least six 
people. When we learn 
each other’s names, Rev. 
Nathan Arledge says, the 
game changes.

We launched The 100K 
Dream with a spaghetti 
supper pulsing with 

energy. Some 200 of  us in Jubilee Hall 
shared Scripture and optimism, learned from 
partners in ministry and began mastering the 
intricacies of  this bold project. (We never do 
anything small around here!). Start tracking 
your hours of  service by e-mailing the details 
to 100kdream@mpumc.org. Or fill out a 
card found in the pew clips and welcome 

folders and drop it in the Sunday offering 
plate. All the nitty-gritty is at www.myer-
sparkumc.org/100kdream. On our way to 
100,000 hours of  service, we’ll let you know 
how we’re doing.

But it’s the No. 6 – getting to know at least six 
people beyond our normal circles – that resonates 
down to our very soul.

In this age of  angst, we seek to shatter the 
fear that spawns stereotypes, division and 
unrest. We understand that reconciliation 
comes one relationship at a time. We em-
brace the belief  that the first and best way to 
relate to another human being is to hear their 
story.

This is the dream we launch in 2017.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. Turn inside for more on our series, 
“Reconciliation With God And Others.”

A Conversation On Faith
THIS DREAM OF OURS

Ken Garfield

It’s never too early to look 
ahead to the warmth of  
spring and summer, and 
that cherished church 
tradition, Vacation Bible 
School. VBS is set for June 
19-22. The theme is Hero 
Central, which explains 
why 100 adult and youth 
volunteers are needed to 
serve as “Super Heroes” 
and make the program as 
fun and enriching as ever. 
Contact Planning Team 
Leader Jennifer Ross at 
vbsjennross@gmail.com 
or Children’s Ministries’ 
Sarah Sumner at sarah@
mpumc.org. Signups for 
children start in March.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Myers Park United Methodist Church once again hosted the coolest birthday party 
in town – the 11th annual 01.01 Birthday Party put on in Jubilee Hall by Refugee 
Support Services. More than 200 friends braved the rain to celebrate the birthday of  
those new to Charlotte. Many list January 1 as their birth date as they make their way 
into this country. Friends came from Bhutan, Burma, Canada, the Congo, Syria, the 
United States and Vietnam, all together enjoying the food, fun, games and fellowship. 
Many party-goers brought goodies from their native land, including a delicious 
bread from Nepal called Sel Roti. There were also books and stuffed animals for the 
children. As someone was heard to say, “It was a beautiful sight to see.” Helping to 
make it go were church members Betsy Baker, Barbara Cribbs, Penn Dillard, Rob 
Hall, Ed Huggins, Ginger Watson, Youth Ministries’ Jason Rhymer and a number of  
church youth. Visit www.refugeesupportservices.org to learn more about Refugee 
Support Services and how to get involved. The mission is clearly expressed at the 
top of  the website: Arrive. Survive. Thrive.

ANOTHER ‘HAPPY BIRTHDAY’ TO EVERYONE

REMEMBERING LOY WITHERSPOON; 
WELCOME, MEGAN TO MISSIONS

• As the church mourns the recent passing of  Loy 
Witherspoon at age 86, we celebrate the learning that 
continues in his name. The 33rd annual Witherspoon 
Lecture hosted by UNC Charlotte is at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
February 6, at UNC Charlotte Center City, 320 E. 9th St. 
The topic is especially timely: Scholar David Nirenberg 
will speak on Neighboring Faiths: Judaism, Christianity 
And Islam. TO RSVP or learn more, call 704-687-5187. 
Loy, long a beloved member of  the Myers Park United 
Methodist Church family, launched the Religious Studies 
program at UNC Charlotte.

• Megan Jones has started work as our Local Missions 
Coordinator, helping to launch The 100K Dream and 
other projects. Reach out to her at 704-295-4820 or 
mjones@mpumc.org. Or better yet, stop by for a visit. 

The Missions office is on the first floor of  the Parish Life 
Building, down the hall from the Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop.

• Need a break from the noisy routine of  life? All are 
invited to share A Day Apart at Belmont Abbey College 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 11; and A 
Weekend Apart to Mepkin Abbey, a picturesque community 
of  Roman Catholic monks in Moncks Corner, S.C., 
May 19-21. To learn more about these opportunities to 
embrace a time of  quiet and prayer, reach Christine Mull 
at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• Have a story idea to share? Reach Communications 
staffers Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.
org or Melissa McGill at 704-295-4841 or melissa@
mpumc.org.

A birthday celebration for our friends.



‘There were many times when I took comfort 
in the fact that my Savior knows what it’s like 

to be publicly mocked by government officials, 
victimized by state-sanctioned brutality  

and lynched.’

A highlight of  the winter series, “Reconciliation With God And Oth-
ers,” comes at 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 27, in Jubilee Hall as Dr. 
Christena Cleveland addresses a provocative topic: Why do we suffer di-
visions in the church on issues like race, homosexuality and politics, and 
how can we come together as one body? An Associate Professor of  the 
Practice of  Reconciliation at Duke Divinity School, she is the author 

of  “Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the 
Hidden Forces That Keep Us Apart.” 
In advance of  her visit, she explores the 
issue in this Q&A with the Cornerstone.

Q. What does “reconciliation” 
mean to you?
 
A. In Western culture, reconciliation 
is often misunderstood as simply a 
matter of  theology, or as a passive 
unity that doesn’t require justice, 
or as simply a matter of  bringing 

groups together. In reality, reconciliation changes everything. I 
understand reconciliation to be a social, political  and spiritual 
process by which group relationships that were once rife with 
division, pain, hostility and inequality begin to move toward a 
common identity characterized by mutuality, solidarity and col-
laborative efforts toward equality. Reconciliation can be under-
stood as a round table with four legs. Common identity represents 
the tabletop and is supported by four legs – mutuality, solidarity, 
collaborative efforts toward equality, and sociological imagination.

Q. Given differences over sexuality, race, gender and poli-
tics in our society and in Christendom, how can individual 
congregations learn to live with the divide?
 
A. I think we’re called to be perpetually disturbed by the di-
vides. We should always be lamenting, observing and seeking to 

understand the divides so that we can continue to build bridges 
across them. We do this best when we have assumed a posture 
of  mutuality-based humility – one that insists our humanity 
is interwoven with the “other,” that insists we cannot be truly 
human when we are mired in relational poverty that allows bar-
riers between us and them. 

Q. At the start of  a new year, what gives you hope that 
we can find reconciliation or at least learn to live with our 
differences?
 
A. 2016 was a dark and painful year. There were many times 
when I took comfort in the fact that my Savior knows what 
it’s like to be publicly mocked by government officials, victim-
ized by state-sanctioned brutality and lynched. My theology of  
the cross and resurrection fuel my hope today. Though Friday 
night was full of  pain, anguish and despair, Sunday was on its 
way. The two days are forever linked in our liturgical reality. 
When we experience the pain of  the cross, we know we can 
look to the inevitable coming of  the resurrection. I see this all 
over the world in the communities that are working tirelessly 
for justice and reconciliation. It’s during the darkest times that 
they encounter the deepest wisdom, strength and creativity to 
bring about true change. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
William “Bill” Sidney Horton Jr., brother of  Peggy Oettinger, 
who died on November 20, 2016. Willis C. “Bill” Moore Jr., 
father of  Billy Moore, grandfather of  Ashley Hunt and 
great-grandfather of  Sophie and William Hunt, who died on 
December 23, 2016. Janie Gay Jones, mother of  Wendy Mauney 
and grandmother of  Alex Mauney and Stephen Mauney, who 

died on January 16, 2017. Marvin Andrew Matthews, father of  
Chris Matthews and father-in-law of  Patty Matthews, who 
died on January 17, 2017. Orion T. Finklea, father of  Sarah 
Pennacchia and grandfather of  Jay and Grace Pennacchia, who 
died on January 20, 2017.

YOUTH HOOPS
Look to the next Cornerstone for 
a celebration of  youth basketball 
at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church, a growing ministry to 100 
kids this season that’s all about 
fellowship, fun and learning to play 
ball for all the right reasons.

‘WE’RE CALLED TO BE 
PERPETUALLY DISTURBED 

BY THE DIVIDES’

Q&A With Dr. Christena Cleveland

Dr. Christena Cleveland

Here’s what’s coming in our series, “Reconciliation With God And 
Others.” For child care, e-mail julie@mpumc.org.

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Howell will converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke 
on the origin and meaning of  Black Spirituals – and Dr. 
Burke’s Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals for us.

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Ben Witherington, New Testament scholar, prolific 
author and child of  our church, returns to teach on Paul’s 
Doctrine of  Reconciliation. Why do we need to be recon-
ciled to God? How did Jesus achieve this for us? How then 
do we live?

Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Christena Cleveland will share her perspective as a sociol-
ogist and theologian on why we suffer divisions in the church 
and how we might come together as one Body. This program 
is sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-Fellowship Sunday School 
class, which is committed to exploring critical issues.

For more on this initiative, reach Director of  Communica-
tions Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org 
or visit www.myersparkumc.org/reconciliation. A group 
of  church members moved by the Charleston church kill-
ings welcomes ideas for pursuing reconciliation. Reach Ron 
Knape at ronknape@icloud.com. For more on that effort, 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/race.

WHAT’S COMING IN THE SERIES

By Ken Garfield

• The Administrative Board and Board of  Trustees of  the 
Wesley Foundation last week gave the go-ahead to seek a 
rezoning from the city as our church looks ahead to pos-
sible building expansion. Chan Martin, chair of  a 12-per-
son Building Feasibility Committee that was formed two 
years ago, explained to both bodies that no decision has 
been made on whether to renovate existing buildings or 
build something new. He said the first step is to file for 
a rezoning that would be needed for any expansion. Part 
of  the OK to seek rezoning includes approving archi-
tectural and legal fees connected to the process. Chan 
indicated that more information will be shared with the 
congregation in coming weeks.

• Also at the Administrative Board, Rev. Melanie Dobson, 
our Minister of  Faith Formation, shared a special sum-
mer initiative: There will be no Sunday School for chil-
dren and youth from June 4 to August 20 so that more 

young people and their families can share in what she 
calls the transcendence of  God in worship. Special wor-
ship bulletins will be prepared in that time for children 
and youth, who will also be encouraged to take leader-
ship roles in worship, such as ushering and lay readers. 
There will be worship care as always for ages five and 
under.

• Melanie also shared that a Lenten focus on prayer will 
feature a prayer pilgrimage with members of  South 
Tryon Community Church that will include on the first 
Sunday in Lent a walk around the South Tryon commu-
nity. Details are to come on how to sign up, since regis-
tration will be limited.

• The next Administrative Board dinner meeting is set for 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 27. The meetings are always 
open to all.

Administrative Board:
GO-AHEAD GIVEN TO SEEK REZONING; 

SPECIAL SUMMER INITIATIVE 



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

February 1, 2017

• GIVE BLOOD The blood drive from 7:30 a.m. to noon 
Sunday, February 26, in the Youth Building Gym honors the 
memory of  Mitchell Bays Turner, who died from leukemia in 
2014 at age two.  Walk-ins are welcome. To schedule a time to 
give blood, call 704-295-4818 or make an appointment Sunday, 
February 5, 12 and 19, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the Parish 
Life lobby.

• ADULTS PLUS! The ministry to ages 55 and over welcomes 
all to its Valentine’s Day program at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
February 15, in Jubilee Hall as Director of  Music Jimmy Jones 
and soloist Zuri perform Heart Songs. Lunch (lasagna rolls 
and more) follows at noon. To make a reservation by noon 
February 14, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

• FOCUS ON LIVING WELL A six-week course on faith, 
food, fitness, focus and friends will be Mondays from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. starting February 6 through March 13 in 
Room 106 of  the Parish Life Building. Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley and health coach Shelley Butler will teach the course, 
based on pastor Rick Warren’s book. The class is limited to 17. 
Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or  
crivera@mpumc.org.

• WANT TO GO TO ISRAEL? Dr. Howell and Rev. Parker 
Haynes are planning a trip to Israel May 16-26, 2017.  The 
deadline to sign up is February 10. Interested? Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/israel or reach Dr. Howell at james@
mpumc.org.

• YOUNG ADULTS MARRIAGE CLASS Rev. Bill Roth will 
lead a class for young couples who are newly married or have 
been married for a few years. The class will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 9, 16 and 23, in Room 103 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Details: Jessica Stevens at 704-295-4803 or 
jessica@mpumc.org.

• MARRIAGE MATTERS WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth 
and counselor Bronah Livingston will lead a Marriage Matters 
workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, February 25, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets 
the premarital counseling requirements for those getting 
married at the church. It will explore John Gottman’s book, 
The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work. It’s free for 
those getting married at the church, $30 per couple for 
others, payable the day of  the workshop by cash or check. To 
register by February 23, contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-
4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• FOR THE LOVE OF READING Start the new year 
with school partner, Sedgefield Elementary. For The Love Of  
Reading, a ministry with second-graders, welcomes substitute 
readers Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:45 to 2:45 p.m. 
Reach Pam DeRamus at pamder1@aol.com.

• SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball 
Saturdays starting at 8:30 a.m. in the Youth Building Gym 
through late April. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

• SCOUT SUNDAY The annual celebration of  Scouting is 
Sunday, February 5. A noon ceremony in Francis Chapel will 
honor three new Eagle Scouts – Sam Richardson, Donnie 
Dockery and John Witherspoon. All are invited to the 
ceremony. Scouts will also collect food for Loaves & Fishes 
food pantry.

• GIRL SCOUT COOKIES Girls from Daisy Troop 2266 
will sell cash-and-carry Girl Scout cookies from 8:30 a.m. to 
noon Sunday, February 5, in the Parish Life lobby.

• MISSION: MEXICO A mission team open to everyone 
is bound for Reynosa, Mexico, May 21-27. Reach Minister 
of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 704-295-4816 or nathan@
mpumc.org or  www.myersparkumc.org/mexico.

• MISSION: ARMENIA Interested in going to Armenia 
August 12-24?  Details: Jack Hankins at jchankins24@gmail.
com or Lynn Hankins at lynnhankins@gmail.com or www.
myersparkumc.org/armenia.



FROM AN ENCOUNTER ON THE 
STREET CAME GOOD SOLES

Jeremy Coffey with 40 pairs of  boots purchased with donations to 
Good Soles in its first month. The boots will be delivered to The 
Men’s Shelter of  Charlotte on February 7, in conjunction with 

the cleaning day. Photo provided by Good Soles.

WANT TO HELP?
Jeremy has organized Cleaning Day at The Men’s 
Shelter of  Charlotte, 1210 N. Tryon St., at 9:45 a.m. 
Tuesday, February 7. Good Soles seeks volunteers to 
help clean common areas and bathrooms. This is also 
when the first shoe drop-off  will take place. Here’s 
how to connect with Good Soles to participate in 
Cleaning Day and help in other ways:

E-mail: goodsolesinchrist@gmail.com
Instagram: @good_soles
Twitter: @Goodsoles4all
Facebook: Good Soles
Donate on GoFundMe.com/good-soles or 
on Venmo @good-soles. 

Good Soles, a certified 501(c)3, welcomes financial
donations, plus donations of  boots.

By Melissa McGill

Sitting at a stoplight near uptown not long ago, church 
member Jeremy Coffey encountered a man asking for 

help on the side of  the road. “As he approached,” Jeremy 
recalled, “I realized I had nothing for him until I looked 
down and noticed his terrible shoes – discolored and worn 
out, lots of  holes. I keep my athletic shoes in my back seat 
so I reached back and grabbed a pair as I rolled down my 
window.” After explaining that he didn’t have any money, 
Jeremy offered the man his shoes and introduced himself. 
The man, whose name is Charles, was close enough in shoe 
size. They made the trade. 

“I truly believe God was calling me to do something,” says 
Jeremy, 32, who works in the family commercial cleaning 
business. “For weeks, all I could think about was people 
needing shoes and how I could help.” After a conversa-
tion with church staffers Jason Rhymer and Rev. Nathan 
Arledge, Jeremy reached out to The Men’s Shelter of  Char-
lotte. Good Soles was born. 

In its first month, Good Soles raised more than $3,000 to buy 
40 pairs of  steel-toe work boots. The vision is to provide 
15 to 20 pairs each quarter for men at The Men’s Shelter on 
North Tryon Street. The Men’s Shelter works with home-
less men to interview for jobs. A requirement is often steel-
toe boots, which the men generally cannot afford.

“That is an injustice,” Jeremy says. “So these boots will 
there waiting for those men who are trying to turn their 
lives around.”

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Executive Director of  The Men’s Shelter 
Liz Clasen-Kelly and Jeremy Coffey met to discuss the launch of  

Good Soles in December. Photo provided by Good Soles.



‘There were many times when I took comfort 
in the fact that my Savior knows what it’s like 

to be publicly mocked by government officials, 
victimized by state-sanctioned brutality  

and lynched.’

A highlight of  the winter series, “Reconciliation With God And Oth-
ers,” comes at 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 27, in Jubilee Hall as Dr. 
Christena Cleveland addresses a provocative topic: Why do we suffer di-
visions in the church on issues like race, homosexuality and politics, and 
how can we come together as one body? An Associate Professor of  the 
Practice of  Reconciliation at Duke Divinity School, she is the author 

of  “Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the 
Hidden Forces That Keep Us Apart.” 
In advance of  her visit, she explores the 
issue in this Q&A with the Cornerstone.

Q. What does “reconciliation” 
mean to you?
 
A. In Western culture, reconciliation 
is often misunderstood as simply a 
matter of  theology, or as a passive 
unity that doesn’t require justice, 
or as simply a matter of  bringing 

groups together. In reality, reconciliation changes everything. I 
understand reconciliation to be a social, political  and spiritual 
process by which group relationships that were once rife with 
division, pain, hostility and inequality begin to move toward a 
common identity characterized by mutuality, solidarity and col-
laborative efforts toward equality. Reconciliation can be under-
stood as a round table with four legs. Common identity represents 
the tabletop and is supported by four legs – mutuality, solidarity, 
collaborative efforts toward equality, and sociological imagination.

Q. Given differences over sexuality, race, gender and poli-
tics in our society and in Christendom, how can individual 
congregations learn to live with the divide?
 
A. I think we’re called to be perpetually disturbed by the di-
vides. We should always be lamenting, observing and seeking to 

understand the divides so that we can continue to build bridges 
across them. We do this best when we have assumed a posture 
of  mutuality-based humility – one that insists our humanity 
is interwoven with the “other,” that insists we cannot be truly 
human when we are mired in relational poverty that allows bar-
riers between us and them. 

Q. At the start of  a new year, what gives you hope that 
we can find reconciliation or at least learn to live with our 
differences?
 
A. 2016 was a dark and painful year. There were many times 
when I took comfort in the fact that my Savior knows what 
it’s like to be publicly mocked by government officials, victim-
ized by state-sanctioned brutality and lynched. My theology of  
the cross and resurrection fuel my hope today. Though Friday 
night was full of  pain, anguish and despair, Sunday was on its 
way. The two days are forever linked in our liturgical reality. 
When we experience the pain of  the cross, we know we can 
look to the inevitable coming of  the resurrection. I see this all 
over the world in the communities that are working tirelessly 
for justice and reconciliation. It’s during the darkest times that 
they encounter the deepest wisdom, strength and creativity to 
bring about true change. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
William “Bill” Sidney Horton Jr., brother of  Peggy Oettinger, 
who died on November 20, 2016. Willis C. “Bill” Moore Jr., 
father of  Billy Moore, grandfather of  Ashley Hunt and 
great-grandfather of  Sophie and William Hunt, who died on 
December 23, 2016. Janie Gay Jones, mother of  Wendy Mauney 
and grandmother of  Alex Mauney and Stephen Mauney, who 

died on January 16, 2017. Marvin Andrew Matthews, father of  
Chris Matthews and father-in-law of  Patty Matthews, who 
died on January 17, 2017. Orion T. Finklea, father of  Sarah 
Pennacchia and grandfather of  Jay and Grace Pennacchia, who 
died on January 20, 2017.

YOUTH HOOPS
Look to the next Cornerstone for 
a celebration of  youth basketball 
at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church, a growing ministry to 100 
kids this season that’s all about 
fellowship, fun and learning to play 
ball for all the right reasons.

‘WE’RE CALLED TO BE 
PERPETUALLY DISTURBED 

BY THE DIVIDES’

Q&A With Dr. Christena Cleveland

Dr. Christena Cleveland

Here’s what’s coming in our series, “Reconciliation With God And 
Others.” For child care, e-mail julie@mpumc.org.

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Howell will converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke 
on the origin and meaning of  Black Spirituals – and Dr. 
Burke’s Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals for us.

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Ben Witherington, New Testament scholar, prolific 
author and child of  our church, returns to teach on Paul’s 
Doctrine of  Reconciliation. Why do we need to be recon-
ciled to God? How did Jesus achieve this for us? How then 
do we live?

Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Christena Cleveland will share her perspective as a sociol-
ogist and theologian on why we suffer divisions in the church 
and how we might come together as one Body. This program 
is sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-Fellowship Sunday School 
class, which is committed to exploring critical issues.

For more on this initiative, reach Director of  Communica-
tions Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org 
or visit www.myersparkumc.org/reconciliation. A group 
of  church members moved by the Charleston church kill-
ings welcomes ideas for pursuing reconciliation. Reach Ron 
Knape at ronknape@icloud.com. For more on that effort, 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/race.

WHAT’S COMING IN THE SERIES

By Ken Garfield

• The Administrative Board and Board of  Trustees of  the 
Wesley Foundation last week gave the go-ahead to seek a 
rezoning from the city as our church looks ahead to pos-
sible building expansion. Chan Martin, chair of  a 12-per-
son Building Feasibility Committee that was formed two 
years ago, explained to both bodies that no decision has 
been made on whether to renovate existing buildings or 
build something new. He said the first step is to file for 
a rezoning that would be needed for any expansion. Part 
of  the OK to seek rezoning includes approving archi-
tectural and legal fees connected to the process. Chan 
indicated that more information will be shared with the 
congregation in coming weeks.

• Also at the Administrative Board, Rev. Melanie Dobson, 
our Minister of  Faith Formation, shared a special sum-
mer initiative: There will be no Sunday School for chil-
dren and youth from June 4 to August 20 so that more 

young people and their families can share in what she 
calls the transcendence of  God in worship. Special wor-
ship bulletins will be prepared in that time for children 
and youth, who will also be encouraged to take leader-
ship roles in worship, such as ushering and lay readers. 
There will be worship care as always for ages five and 
under.

• Melanie also shared that a Lenten focus on prayer will 
feature a prayer pilgrimage with members of  South 
Tryon Community Church that will include on the first 
Sunday in Lent a walk around the South Tryon commu-
nity. Details are to come on how to sign up, since regis-
tration will be limited.

• The next Administrative Board dinner meeting is set for 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 27. The meetings are always 
open to all.

Administrative Board:
GO-AHEAD GIVEN TO SEEK REZONING; 

SPECIAL SUMMER INITIATIVE 



Finance Committee Chairman Dennis Soter shares 
this encouraging report to close out 2016. For more 
on any aspect of  the business life of  our church, 
reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-
295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

What a grand finish to 2016! With net 
church operating revenue of  $717,365 in 
December, we managed to turn a deficit 
into a $68,581 surplus for the full year. This 
compares to a deficit of  $12,446 at the close 
of  2015.

Total pledged and non-pledged 
contributions in December totaled $1.1 
million – 22 percent of  the $5.1 million 
collected in all of  2016. Total 2016 
contributions were 2.9 percent greater than 
2015. Together with other revenue sources, 
total income in 2016 was $5.3 million, or 2.3 
percent greater than 2015.

Our ability to control expenses contributed 
as well. Total church expenses were $5.2 
million, or 7 percent under budget, and 

less than 1 percent greater than expenses in 
2015. The expense budget for 2017 is $5.5 
million, compared with an expense budget 
of  $5.6 million in 2016.

We closed 2016 in strong financial condition 
with operating cash reserves of  $710,165.

Looking ahead, pledges to the 2017 
operating budget total $3.4 million, 
unchanged from 2016 pledges. Pledges to 
the Jubilee Plus! outreach fund for 2017 total 
$476,333, compared to 2016 pledges of  
$567,454. Contributions to Jubilee Plus! in 
2016 actually exceeded pledges – the total 
contributed was $631,126. Donations to 
Jubilee Plus! are welcome all year round at 
www.myersparkumc.org/give.

On behalf  of  the clergy and staff, thank 
you, our members, for your generous spirit 
of  giving in support of  the missions and 
operating activities of  our great church.

WHERE DO WE STAND 
FINANCIALLY?

Our dream for this year, for the rest 
of  our lives since we’re dreaming big 

here, revolves around two numbers: As a 
congregation in 2017, let us devote 100,000 
hours or more to serving as God’s hands and 

feet. As we work in the 
community, sing in the 
choir and on and on, let 
us also learn the names 
and stories of  least six 
people. When we learn 
each other’s names, Rev. 
Nathan Arledge says, the 
game changes.

We launched The 100K 
Dream with a spaghetti 
supper pulsing with 

energy. Some 200 of  us in Jubilee Hall 
shared Scripture and optimism, learned from 
partners in ministry and began mastering the 
intricacies of  this bold project. (We never do 
anything small around here!). Start tracking 
your hours of  service by e-mailing the details 
to 100kdream@mpumc.org. Or fill out a 
card found in the pew clips and welcome 

folders and drop it in the Sunday offering 
plate. All the nitty-gritty is at www.myer-
sparkumc.org/100kdream. On our way to 
100,000 hours of  service, we’ll let you know 
how we’re doing.

But it’s the No. 6 – getting to know at least six 
people beyond our normal circles – that resonates 
down to our very soul.

In this age of  angst, we seek to shatter the 
fear that spawns stereotypes, division and 
unrest. We understand that reconciliation 
comes one relationship at a time. We em-
brace the belief  that the first and best way to 
relate to another human being is to hear their 
story.

This is the dream we launch in 2017.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. Turn inside for more on our series, 
“Reconciliation With God And Others.”

A Conversation On Faith
THIS DREAM OF OURS

Ken Garfield

It’s never too early to look 
ahead to the warmth of  
spring and summer, and 
that cherished church 
tradition, Vacation Bible 
School. VBS is set for June 
19-22. The theme is Hero 
Central, which explains 
why 100 adult and youth 
volunteers are needed to 
serve as “Super Heroes” 
and make the program as 
fun and enriching as ever. 
Contact Planning Team 
Leader Jennifer Ross at 
vbsjennross@gmail.com 
or Children’s Ministries’ 
Sarah Sumner at sarah@
mpumc.org. Signups for 
children start in March.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Myers Park United Methodist Church once again hosted the coolest birthday party 
in town – the 11th annual 01.01 Birthday Party put on in Jubilee Hall by Refugee 
Support Services. More than 200 friends braved the rain to celebrate the birthday of  
those new to Charlotte. Many list January 1 as their birth date as they make their way 
into this country. Friends came from Bhutan, Burma, Canada, the Congo, Syria, the 
United States and Vietnam, all together enjoying the food, fun, games and fellowship. 
Many party-goers brought goodies from their native land, including a delicious 
bread from Nepal called Sel Roti. There were also books and stuffed animals for the 
children. As someone was heard to say, “It was a beautiful sight to see.” Helping to 
make it go were church members Betsy Baker, Barbara Cribbs, Penn Dillard, Rob 
Hall, Ed Huggins, Ginger Watson, Youth Ministries’ Jason Rhymer and a number of  
church youth. Visit www.refugeesupportservices.org to learn more about Refugee 
Support Services and how to get involved. The mission is clearly expressed at the 
top of  the website: Arrive. Survive. Thrive.

ANOTHER ‘HAPPY BIRTHDAY’ TO EVERYONE

REMEMBERING LOY WITHERSPOON; 
WELCOME, MEGAN TO MISSIONS

• As the church mourns the recent passing of  Loy 
Witherspoon at age 86, we celebrate the learning that 
continues in his name. The 33rd annual Witherspoon 
Lecture hosted by UNC Charlotte is at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
February 6, at UNC Charlotte Center City, 320 E. 9th St. 
The topic is especially timely: Scholar David Nirenberg 
will speak on Neighboring Faiths: Judaism, Christianity 
And Islam. TO RSVP or learn more, call 704-687-5187. 
Loy, long a beloved member of  the Myers Park United 
Methodist Church family, launched the Religious Studies 
program at UNC Charlotte.

• Megan Jones has started work as our Local Missions 
Coordinator, helping to launch The 100K Dream and 
other projects. Reach out to her at 704-295-4820 or 
mjones@mpumc.org. Or better yet, stop by for a visit. 

The Missions office is on the first floor of  the Parish Life 
Building, down the hall from the Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop.

• Need a break from the noisy routine of  life? All are 
invited to share A Day Apart at Belmont Abbey College 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 11; and A 
Weekend Apart to Mepkin Abbey, a picturesque community 
of  Roman Catholic monks in Moncks Corner, S.C., 
May 19-21. To learn more about these opportunities to 
embrace a time of  quiet and prayer, reach Christine Mull 
at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• Have a story idea to share? Reach Communications 
staffers Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.
org or Melissa McGill at 704-295-4841 or melissa@
mpumc.org.

A birthday celebration for our friends.




