
By Ken Garfield

Our winter focus on reconciliation began 
where so many efforts to foster under-
standing begin: By sharing stories, for as 
Dr. Howell put it,  “The shortest distance 
between two people is their story.”

From now through late February, a series of  
programs will explore Reconciliation With God 
And Others. So many factors, our Senior Pas-
tor told the Jubilee Hall gathering, inspire us 
to take this on: Racial unrest in Charlotte, 
angst over the election, the debate over ho-
mosexuality, a lack of  reconciliation  in our 
homes, and a frustration over how best to 
make peace with God and each other.

We opened with Dr. Howell and a panel of  
friends and colleagues sharing Bible stories, 
and personal journeys. Our Senior Pastor 
recounted the story of  Joseph in Genesis 

and reminded us that reconciliation isn’t 
done overnight, it requires time and pa-
tience. Dianne English, who has spent her 
public life building reconciliation across our 
differences, also cited Genesis in sharing the 
joy she takes in being a blessing to others, 
in welcoming the stranger with enthusiasm, 
curiosity and hospitality. Rev. Shane Page of  
Harrison United Methodist Church dipped 
into John to remind us that we cannot 
change the past, but we can learn from it, 
and reshape our lives because of  it. Rev. Ray 
McKinnon of  South Tryon Community 
Church spoke of  Paul and Barnabas, re-
minding us that reconciliation doesn’t mean 
differences will fade. It means working to 
live with our differences. “We start from the 
understanding that we’re all human. It may 
not be pretty. But the work continues.” Rev. 
Nathan Arledge recounted the story of
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Ellen Underwood

Megan Jones is joining the Missions Team 
at Myers Park United Methodist, embracing 

the opportunity, as she 
puts it, “to help the 
church come closer to 
what God wants for us 
as a community, as a 
people.”

Megan starts as Local 
Missions Coordinator 
on January 23. She 
succeeds Jen Rothacker, 
who returned to work 
at The Charlotte Observer, 

though Jen remains active in missions as 
a church member. Since 2014, Megan has 
worked at Charlotte Rescue Mission, which 

provides Christian-
based residential 
recovery programs 
for men and women 
working to overcome 
addiction.

A native of  Rochester, 
N.Y., Megan embraces 
Charlotte. “While I’ve 
only lived here for three 
years, I love this city. 

I am excited by the opportunity we have, 
to build from our challenges to become 

a model for reconciliation. We have the 
chance to shape what we want our city to 
look like 10, 20, 50 years from now. As 
Melanie (Dobson) preached in her homily 
on Christmas Eve, we have the chance to 
be the hands and feet of  Christ, as God’s 
love flows out into the streets of  Charlotte. 
What an honor to be a part of  that.”

Megan sings in the Chancel Choir, is 
President of  the Board of  Nova Voce (a 
women’s choral ensemble) and has more 
than a decade of  experience working for 
nonprofits in communications, events and 
administration. 

She joins the Missions Team that includes 
Rev. Nathan Arledge, Becky Abernethy and 
Nancy Holmes. Their offices are on the 
first floor of  the Parish Life Building near 
the Goodness Gracious! Gift shop. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve to learn about 
opportunities to serve.

• Ellen Underwood, who had been 
working on an interim basis in  
Missions, slides over to a new, part-time 
opportunity at church: She will serve 
as Event Coordinator and Facilities 
Scheduler, helping outside groups 
schedule events at the church, keeping 
track of  room assignments and the like. 
Reach her at eunderwood@mpumc.org.

New Role For Ellen Underwood
MEGAN JONES JOINS OUR
MISSION TEAM AT CHURCH

Megan Jones

With this winter’s focus 
on reconciliation, turn to 
the Cornerstone and www.
myersparkumc.org for 
all the opportunities to 
learn and grow. Keep 
an eye out in March for 
Intersection, the church 
magazine devoted 
to telling our most 
compelling stories. The 
next issue will consider 
the many dimensions of  
reconciliation, with God 
and those with whom we 
share this fragile earth. 
How can we reconcile 
our differences? How can 
we learn to live with loss? 
Who among us is leading 
the way? Intersection will 
explore all that and more.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• A tender reason to give blood on Sunday, February 26: The American Red 
Cross blood drive from 7:30 a.m. to noon that day  in the Youth Building 
Gym will be in memory of  Mitchell Bays Turner. Mitchie died in 2014 at age 
two after a lifelong battle with leukemia. The son of  church members Meg 
McElwain and Frank Turner III and brother of  Frank Turner IV, he was 
diagnosed with cancer the day after he was baptized in our church. During 
his brief  life, he had 75 blood transfusions. Learn more about the foundation 
created in his name at www.mitchellsfund.org. Walk-ins are welcome on 
February 26. You can schedule a time to give blood on Sunday, February 5, 
12 and 19, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Life lobby. Details: Carmen 
Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• The Property Committee is looking to add new members with professional 
experience in HVAC, architecture or landscape design. Reach Bob Barnett at 
bobgena1@bellsouth.net.

BLOOD DRIVE WILL HONOR MITCHIE

COFFEE TALK, A SPECIAL ROOM IN THE INN 
• Parents are invited to Youth Ministries’ next Coffee Talk 

conversation at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, January 29, in Jubilee 
Hall as Brian Hadley of  Al-Anon leads a program on 
teens and drugs, signs to watch out for, where to turn for 
support and more.

• All are always invited to the Administrative Board 
meeting – the next one on Thursday, January 26, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building – to learn about 
the business of  the church. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., with 
the meeting starting at 7:00 p.m. To learn more, reach 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

• Help practice radical hospitality: Greeters are being 
recruited to welcome folks on Sunday morning and 
generally make the church as warm and welcoming 
as possible. All ages are welcome. Training for those 
interested in getting involved is 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Sunday, 

January 29, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 
This effort is part of  the churchwide Step Jump Leap 
initiative. To learn more, reach Rob or Julie Dellibovi at 
robertandjulieann@gmail.com.

• After that recent freezing, slightly snowy weekend, 
Room In The Inn organizer Greg Wells shared this 
poignant reflection: “It’s weekends like this when the 
true importance of  Room In The Inn is realized. We 
hosted four families, including six kids between the ages 
of  one and eight starting Friday evening, all day Saturday 
and through lunch on Sunday (January 8). They were all 
extremely appreciative of  the hospitality and comfort 
provided by our church. A special thank you to all the 
volunteers who stepped up to help, and for the others 
who offered. God is good.” To help, reach Greg at 704-
609-4036 or greg@willisengineers.com.

Mitchell Bays Turner



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Mary Catherine Fern Coble Culbreth, mother of  Cindy Withers 
and grandmother of  Sarah Withers, who died on December 
20, 2016. Frank Eugene Watson III, husband of  Linda Watson 
and father of  Frank Watson IV and Patricia Watson Brischetto, 
who died on December 22, 2016. Lawrence Milton Harris, father 
of  Gayle Gage and grandfather of  Cole and Harris Gage, 
who died on December 28, 2016. James Alfred Estridge, father 
of  Scarlett Funderburk, who died on January 4, 2017. Loy H. 
Witherspoon, friend of  Bill Pfischner, who died on January 15, 
2017.

Babies
Elizabeth Wills Peterson, daughter of  Amy and Jason Peterson, 
sister of  Anna Merritt and Lucy Peterson, niece of  Lisa and 
Jeff  Peterson and cousin of  Caroline, Taylor Jane and Ashton 
Peterson, born on December 6, 2016.

Weddings
Terah Taylor and Andrew Lakin, married on December 10, 2016, 
at the church. Catherine Elizabeth Boyte and Benjamin Noel Roberts, 
married on December 30, 2016, at the church.

Such blessings that have come to Sharon and me! These 
three photographs capture the utter joy better than any 

words I might put on this page. We 
welcomed to the world the third of  
our three grandchildren, William Rowe 
Wilson, on December 30. The smile on 
his sleepy face is matched by the smile we 
wear permanently on our hearts. Our cup 
runneth over – with Rowe, his big sister 
(the doctor) Miller, and his cousin Henry, 
who looks sharp in his winter hat, plus 
their moms and dads, of  course. Three 
grandchildren, the oldest summoning us 

with a “G” and a “PawPaw,” all healthy, all 
living within minutes of  our home, which explains why the 
guest bedroom is filled with a big girl bed, a crib and enough 
toys to stock Target.

I sometimes find myself  wondering what I did to deserve 
this happiness, such that I never thought I’d find in life. But 

then the rest of  life will intrude, and my thoughts will swerve 
toward a challenge at work, an ache or a pain, the bills, a phone 
call waiting to be returned, an issue waiting to be resolved. 
Those three grandkids – Miller, Henry and Rowe – still fill 
most every corner of  my being. But sometimes not entirely.

I think that’s the challenge here, for each of  us, whatever our 
story might be. Not to let the pure goodness of  life become 
sullied by all that other stuff. Not to let the routine rob you of  
the riches, in my case, a newborn who fits perfectly into our 
arms, an infant who smiles now when he sees us, and a toddler 
who knows exactly where we keep the Cheetos. 

I’m telling you, and I’m reminding myself: Life’s too short. 
Keep your eye on the prize.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE PRIZE

START SPREADING THE NEWS 
(ABOUT ADULTS PLUS!)

Staffer Christine Mull celebrates the Adults Plus! ministry.
Eyes glistened, toes tapped and dreamy smiles lit the lips 
of  more than 100 people of  all ages gathered in Jubilee 
Hall on December 21 for an afternoon of  nostalgia. 
Francis Nazarro performed his tribute to Frank Sinatra 
– a special gift from Adults Plus!, carrying us back to our 
youth and, in some cases, to the bobby socks-dancing 
days of  our parents. 

For more than 30 years, Adults Plus! has offered a space 
designed especially for adults age 55 and over. Those of  
all ages – both church members and guests – are always 

welcome. Programs are mostly educational, but at least 
twice a year we simply hope to entertain our guests, 
providing a joyful and often musical break from the 
seriousness of  life. Lunch and a time for visiting follows 
each monthly program. 

A schedule of  programs is on the senior adults page of  
www.myersparkumc.org. Next up, another lighthearted 
program:  Heart Songs, a Valentine from Jimmy Jones and 
Zuri, at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, February 15, in Jubilee 
Hall. To make a reservation by noon February 14, call 
704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org. 

Smiles, songs and dancing at the Decemeber Adults Plus! program featuring Francis Nazarro singing Sinatra. 
Photos by Melissa McGill.

Ken Garfield

Henry Garfield Rowe Wilson “Dr.” Miller Wilson 

Though we are in the midst of  chilly 
(sometimes!) winter, it is never too early 

to think about serving our children in Spring 
and Summer. Vacation Bible School is set for 
June 19-22, with the theme of  Hero Central. 
Want to join the team of  “super heroes” 
planning this cherished church tradition? 
More than 100 adults and children are needed 
to make the program a success. E-mail 
VBS planning team leader Jennifer Ross at 
vbsjennross@gmail.com or Sarah Sumner in 
Children’s Ministries at sarah@mpumc.org. 
Signups for children start in March. That’s not 
all: The weekend at Camp Tekoa is May 26-28. 
Summer Fun Days are July 10-14 and 17-21. 
Feel the warmth yet?

SPRING, SUMMER, CHILDREN…

Fun from last summer’s Vacation Bible School.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

January 18, 2017

• HAVE YOUR PHOTO TAKEN Sign up to have your 
photo taken for the new church pictorial directory through 
Saturday, February 4, in Room 252 in the Snyder Building. 
Reserve a date and time for the photo shoot Sunday mornings 
in the Parish Life lobby or at www.myersparkumc.org.

• SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS A four-week gathering 
of  caregivers to share their experiences is Tuesdays through 
February 7 from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Room 104 of  the 
Parish Life Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 
704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• CONNECT @ MYERS PARK This class welcomes new 
members and others interested in deepening their connection 
to the church. It meets Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to noon 
January 22 to February 12 in Room 110 of  the Parish Life 
Building. A rotation of  clergy and staff  will lead the class. 
Details are at www.myerspark.org/small-groups.

• CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE Opportunities to break from 
the routine for a time of  prayer and quiet: All are invited to 
share A Day Apart at Belmont Abbey College from 9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 11; and A Weekend Apart to 
Mepkin Abbey, a community of  Roman Catholic monks in 
Moncks Corner, S.C., May 19-21. Details: Christine Mull at 
704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• YOUNG ADULTS MARRIAGE CLASS Rev. Bill Roth will 
lead a class for young couples who are newly married or have 
been married for a few years. The class will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 9, 16 and 23, in Room 103 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Details: Jessica Stevens at 704-295-4803 or 
jessica@mpumc.org.

• MARRIAGE MATTERS WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth 
and counselor Bronah Livingston will lead a Marriage Matters 
workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, February 25, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets the 
premarital counseling requirements for those getting married 
at the church. It will explore John Gottman’s book, The Seven 
Principles for Making Marriage Work. It’s free for those getting 
married at the church, $30 per couple for others, payable the 
day of  the workshop by cash or check. To register by February 
23, contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@
mpumc.org. 

• FOR THE LOVE OF READING Start the new year 
with school partner Sedgefield Elementary. For The Love Of  
Reading, a ministry with second-graders, welcomes substitute 
readers Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:45 to 2:45 p.m. 
Reach Pam DeRamus at pamder1@aol.com.

• DONATE WINTER CLOTHING Coats, sweaters, 
gloves, hats and scarves are welcome for Crisis Assistance 
Ministry, to help those in need. Donations go in the Parish 
Life lobby bin.

• SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball 
Saturdays starting at 8:30 a.m. in the Youth Building Gym 
through late April. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

• MISSION: COSTA RICA Join the mission team traveling 
April 8-15 to Costa Rica. Details: Minister of  Missions 
Nathan Arledge at 704-295-4816 or www.myersparkumc.
org/costarica.

• MISSION: MEXICO College students are bound for 
Reynosa, Mexico, May 21-27. Interested? Reach Minister 
of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 704-295-4816 or nathan@
mpumc.org or www.myersparkumc.org/mexico.

• MISSION: ARMENIA Interested in going to Armenia 
August 12-24?  Details: Jack Hankins at jchankins24@gmail.
com or Lynn Hankins at lynnhankins@gmail.com or www.
myersparkumc.org/armenia.

• BARITONE IN CONCERT Troy Cook will present a 
free recital at 6:00 p.m. Sunday, January 22, in the Sanctuary, 
accompanied by Nicolas Haigh, Jimmy Jones and Josh 
Barbour.

• INVITATION TO LIVING WELL A six-week course on 
the importance of  faith, food, fitness, focus and friends will 
be Mondays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. starting February 6 
in Room 107 of  the Parish Life Building. Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley and health coach Shelley Butler will teach the course, 
based on pastor Rick Warren’s book and program. The 
Daniel Plan is a healthy lifestyle based on biblical principles. 
Class limit is 17. To sign up or learn more: Carmen Rivera at 
704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.
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Jonah and the whale to share that reconciliation is a continual journey to get closer to 
God and our neighbor. Read to a screaming third-grader, he suggested. Visit a care 
facility. Go to uncomfortable places because God calls you there. “Acknowledge the 
journey,” Nathan said. “Name it. Do it.”

Said Dr. Howell, “This is the Christian life.”

Watch a video of  this program, and future programs, at www.myersparkumc.org, on our YouTube 
channel on the home page.

JANUARY 23: LEARN 
ABOUT THE 100K DREAM

Join us for a spaghetti dinner at 6:00 p.m. Monday, Janu-
ary 23, in Jubilee Hall to learn about The 100K Dream – a 
project challenging us to deepen relationships in 2017 by 
devoting 100,000 hours as a congregation in ministry with 
others. Make a reservation at 100kdream@mpumc.org. The 
dinner is $5, payable at the door. For child care and dinner 
for infants through fifth grade, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org. 
Megan Salvia, who is helping organize the project, articu-
lates her enthusiasm: “I think The 100K Dream is important 
because it’s about bringing people together, our congrega-
tion and our community. This is something everyone can 
participate in. I hope people will see the positive impact 
our service has on our church, city and beyond. We each 
have our own passions. We want to celebrate the relation-
ships we’re building across all areas of  service.”

GETTING OUTSIDE 
OUR WALLS

Church members moved by the Charleston church killings 
are brainstorming plans for 2017, and welcome the con-
gregation’s ideas for pursuing reconciliation. Reach Ron 
Knape at ronknape@icloud.com. The group is organiz-
ing a web page on www.myersparkumc.org to serve as a 
clearinghouse for readings and the like. Among ideas being 
discussed: Checking out Charlotte restaurants, ethnic and 
otherwise, that folks on this side of  town don’t often fre-
quent; deepening community relations by walking through 
communities, including Grier Heights and Reid Park, to 
appreciate parts of  town we rarely visit; and expanding the 
“Pass The Peace” meals with St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church.  

‘RECONCILIATION’ PROGRAMS 
CONTINUE THROUGH FEBRUARY 27

Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday,  
January 31, at 11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel. 
Rev. Matt Rawle, renowned theologian and author of  The Faith 
of  a Mockingbird and other books, will talk with us about the 
theological and social ramifications of  Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird (and also a little with Go Set a Watchman). This will 
be the first in a year-long series called the Pastor’s Book Club: Dr. 
Howell will recommend a book for all of  us to read, and then 
discuss with him or an outside expert.

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
Dr. Howell will converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke on the 
origin and meaning of  Black Spirituals – and Dr. Burke’s 
Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals for us.

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
Dr. Ben Witherington, New Testament scholar, prolific author 
and child of  our church, returns to teach on Paul’s Doctrine 
of  Reconciliation. Why do we need to be reconciled to God? 
How did Jesus achieve this for us? How then do we live?

Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. 
Dr. Christena Cleveland, professor of  the Practice of  Reconcili-
ation at Duke Divinity School and author of  Disunity in Christ: 
Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep us Apart, will share her dual 
perspective as a sociologist and theologian on why we suffer 
divisions in the church on issues like race, homosexuality and 
politics, and how we might understand, love and come together 
as one Body.

For child care for any program, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org. The 
programs with Rev. Matt Rawle and Dr. Christena Cleveland are 
sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-Fellowship Sunday School class, 
which is committed to exploring critical issues. For more on this 
initiative, reach Director of  Communications Ken Garfield at 
704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org or visit www.myersparkumc.
org/reconciliation.
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Such blessings that have come to Sharon and me! These 
three photographs capture the utter joy better than any 

words I might put on this page. We 
welcomed to the world the third of  
our three grandchildren, William Rowe 
Wilson, on December 30. The smile on 
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toward a challenge at work, an ache or a pain, the bills, a phone 
call waiting to be returned, an issue waiting to be resolved. 
Those three grandkids – Miller, Henry and Rowe – still fill 
most every corner of  my being. But sometimes not entirely.
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Staffer Christine Mull celebrates the Adults Plus! ministry.
Eyes glistened, toes tapped and dreamy smiles lit the lips 
of  more than 100 people of  all ages gathered in Jubilee 
Hall on December 21 for an afternoon of  nostalgia. 
Francis Nazarro performed his tribute to Frank Sinatra 
– a special gift from Adults Plus!, carrying us back to our 
youth and, in some cases, to the bobby socks-dancing 
days of  our parents. 

For more than 30 years, Adults Plus! has offered a space 
designed especially for adults age 55 and over. Those of  
all ages – both church members and guests – are always 

welcome. Programs are mostly educational, but at least 
twice a year we simply hope to entertain our guests, 
providing a joyful and often musical break from the 
seriousness of  life. Lunch and a time for visiting follows 
each monthly program. 
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Though we are in the midst of  chilly 
(sometimes!) winter, it is never too early 

to think about serving our children in Spring 
and Summer. Vacation Bible School is set for 
June 19-22, with the theme of  Hero Central. 
Want to join the team of  “super heroes” 
planning this cherished church tradition? 
More than 100 adults and children are needed 
to make the program a success. E-mail 
VBS planning team leader Jennifer Ross at 
vbsjennross@gmail.com or Sarah Sumner in 
Children’s Ministries at sarah@mpumc.org. 
Signups for children start in March. That’s not 
all: The weekend at Camp Tekoa is May 26-28. 
Summer Fun Days are July 10-14 and 17-21. 
Feel the warmth yet?

SPRING, SUMMER, CHILDREN…

Fun from last summer’s Vacation Bible School.



By Ken Garfield

Our winter focus on reconciliation began 
where so many efforts to foster under-
standing begin: By sharing stories, for as 
Dr. Howell put it,  “The shortest distance 
between two people is their story.”

From now through late February, a series of  
programs will explore Reconciliation With God 
And Others. So many factors, our Senior Pas-
tor told the Jubilee Hall gathering, inspire us 
to take this on: Racial unrest in Charlotte, 
angst over the election, the debate over ho-
mosexuality, a lack of  reconciliation  in our 
homes, and a frustration over how best to 
make peace with God and each other.

We opened with Dr. Howell and a panel of  
friends and colleagues sharing Bible stories, 
and personal journeys. Our Senior Pastor 
recounted the story of  Joseph in Genesis 

and reminded us that reconciliation isn’t 
done overnight, it requires time and pa-
tience. Dianne English, who has spent her 
public life building reconciliation across our 
differences, also cited Genesis in sharing the 
joy she takes in being a blessing to others, 
in welcoming the stranger with enthusiasm, 
curiosity and hospitality. Rev. Shane Page of  
Harrison United Methodist Church dipped 
into John to remind us that we cannot 
change the past, but we can learn from it, 
and reshape our lives because of  it. Rev. Ray 
McKinnon of  South Tryon Community 
Church spoke of  Paul and Barnabas, re-
minding us that reconciliation doesn’t mean 
differences will fade. It means working to 
live with our differences. “We start from the 
understanding that we’re all human. It may 
not be pretty. But the work continues.” Rev. 
Nathan Arledge recounted the story of

IN PURSUIT OF RECONCILIATION:
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Ellen Underwood

Megan Jones is joining the Missions Team 
at Myers Park United Methodist, embracing 

the opportunity, as she 
puts it, “to help the 
church come closer to 
what God wants for us 
as a community, as a 
people.”

Megan starts as Local 
Missions Coordinator 
on January 23. She 
succeeds Jen Rothacker, 
who returned to work 
at The Charlotte Observer, 

though Jen remains active in missions as 
a church member. Since 2014, Megan has 
worked at Charlotte Rescue Mission, which 

provides Christian-
based residential 
recovery programs 
for men and women 
working to overcome 
addiction.

A native of  Rochester, 
N.Y., Megan embraces 
Charlotte. “While I’ve 
only lived here for three 
years, I love this city. 

I am excited by the opportunity we have, 
to build from our challenges to become 

a model for reconciliation. We have the 
chance to shape what we want our city to 
look like 10, 20, 50 years from now. As 
Melanie (Dobson) preached in her homily 
on Christmas Eve, we have the chance to 
be the hands and feet of  Christ, as God’s 
love flows out into the streets of  Charlotte. 
What an honor to be a part of  that.”

Megan sings in the Chancel Choir, is 
President of  the Board of  Nova Voce (a 
women’s choral ensemble) and has more 
than a decade of  experience working for 
nonprofits in communications, events and 
administration. 

She joins the Missions Team that includes 
Rev. Nathan Arledge, Becky Abernethy and 
Nancy Holmes. Their offices are on the 
first floor of  the Parish Life Building near 
the Goodness Gracious! Gift shop. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve to learn about 
opportunities to serve.

• Ellen Underwood, who had been 
working on an interim basis in  
Missions, slides over to a new, part-time 
opportunity at church: She will serve 
as Event Coordinator and Facilities 
Scheduler, helping outside groups 
schedule events at the church, keeping 
track of  room assignments and the like. 
Reach her at eunderwood@mpumc.org.

New Role For Ellen Underwood
MEGAN JONES JOINS OUR
MISSION TEAM AT CHURCH

Megan Jones

With this winter’s focus 
on reconciliation, turn to 
the Cornerstone and www.
myersparkumc.org for 
all the opportunities to 
learn and grow. Keep 
an eye out in March for 
Intersection, the church 
magazine devoted 
to telling our most 
compelling stories. The 
next issue will consider 
the many dimensions of  
reconciliation, with God 
and those with whom we 
share this fragile earth. 
How can we reconcile 
our differences? How can 
we learn to live with loss? 
Who among us is leading 
the way? Intersection will 
explore all that and more.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• A tender reason to give blood on Sunday, February 26: The American Red 
Cross blood drive from 7:30 a.m. to noon that day  in the Youth Building 
Gym will be in memory of  Mitchell Bays Turner. Mitchie died in 2014 at age 
two after a lifelong battle with leukemia. The son of  church members Meg 
McElwain and Frank Turner III and brother of  Frank Turner IV, he was 
diagnosed with cancer the day after he was baptized in our church. During 
his brief  life, he had 75 blood transfusions. Learn more about the foundation 
created in his name at www.mitchellsfund.org. Walk-ins are welcome on 
February 26. You can schedule a time to give blood on Sunday, February 5, 
12 and 19, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Life lobby. Details: Carmen 
Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• The Property Committee is looking to add new members with professional 
experience in HVAC, architecture or landscape design. Reach Bob Barnett at 
bobgena1@bellsouth.net.

BLOOD DRIVE WILL HONOR MITCHIE

COFFEE TALK, A SPECIAL ROOM IN THE INN 
• Parents are invited to Youth Ministries’ next Coffee Talk 

conversation at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, January 29, in Jubilee 
Hall as Brian Hadley of  Al-Anon leads a program on 
teens and drugs, signs to watch out for, where to turn for 
support and more.

• All are always invited to the Administrative Board 
meeting – the next one on Thursday, January 26, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building – to learn about 
the business of  the church. Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., with 
the meeting starting at 7:00 p.m. To learn more, reach 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

• Help practice radical hospitality: Greeters are being 
recruited to welcome folks on Sunday morning and 
generally make the church as warm and welcoming 
as possible. All ages are welcome. Training for those 
interested in getting involved is 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Sunday, 

January 29, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 
This effort is part of  the churchwide Step Jump Leap 
initiative. To learn more, reach Rob or Julie Dellibovi at 
robertandjulieann@gmail.com.

• After that recent freezing, slightly snowy weekend, 
Room In The Inn organizer Greg Wells shared this 
poignant reflection: “It’s weekends like this when the 
true importance of  Room In The Inn is realized. We 
hosted four families, including six kids between the ages 
of  one and eight starting Friday evening, all day Saturday 
and through lunch on Sunday (January 8). They were all 
extremely appreciative of  the hospitality and comfort 
provided by our church. A special thank you to all the 
volunteers who stepped up to help, and for the others 
who offered. God is good.” To help, reach Greg at 704-
609-4036 or greg@willisengineers.com.

Mitchell Bays Turner




