
From candles meant to console to 
midnight hymns on Christmas Eve that 

sent hearts soaring…

• A total of  4,037 worshipers attended 
our six Christmas Eve services, uniting 
with family, friends and even strangers 

to affirm a common 
belief  in the birth of  
Christ, and the hope it 
brings.

• Couldn’t make it 
to church? Some 500 
people watched the 
three evening services 
via livestream at www.
myersparkumc.org.

• The Christmas 
Eve offering totaled $29,378, divided 
between our Sedgefield Elementary and 
Middle schools partnership and our 
mission partner in Haiti. More love: 
Worshipers packed the bin in the Parish 
Life lobby with goods for Loaves & 
Fishes food pantry. 

• Goodness Gracious! gave the gift of  its 
generosity this Christmas. The shop, 
where sales support outreach, do-
nated a total of  $25,000 to four local 
agencies: Beds for Kids, which helps 
families in need; A Child’s Place, whose 
focus is homeless kids; Lily Pad Haven, 
which helps victims of  human traf-
ficking; and Safe Alliance, a ministry 
to domestic violence victims. In all in 

2017, the shop gave $37,000 to worthy 
causes, plus merchandise to Habitat for 
Humanity. See what happens each time 
you buy a goody?

• Alternative Gift Market sales totaled 
$13,885 – gifts to worthy causes world-
wide that honored loved ones close to 
our hearts.

• Youth Ministries’ Christmas tree sale 
raised $13,000 for missions, in addition 
to offering people a rollicking good 
time on pick-up day.

A Conversation On Faith
SNAPSHOTS OF THE SEASON

Ken Garfield

It’s time to have your photo taken for a new church pictorial directory. You can 
schedule your photo shoot at www.myersparkumc.org (look to the bottom of  the 
home page) or on Sunday mornings in the lobby of  the Parish Life Building. Photos 
are being taken through January 28 in Room 252 in the Snyder Building. Photos for 
the last church directory were taken in 2013. To get ready for your “closeup,” reserve 
a time for you and/or your family. Wear a solid-colored shirt with long sleeves. In 
a congregation the size of  ours – 5,400 and growing – pictorial directories are a 
powerful way to foster community, as it helps us all put a name with a face.

TIME TO HAVE YOUR 
PICTURE TAKEN

Continued On The Insert..

Our new series, Reconciliation With God And Others, begins at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
January 9, in Jubilee Hall. Turn inside and to www.myersparkumc.org/
reconciliation for the complete schedule, and join us for this important dialogue.

On Christmas Eve, Dr. Howell did a takeover 
of  the instagram account @WeLoveCLT giving a 
behind-the-scenes look on this busy but joyful day, 
including this sweet moment with quadruplets he 

baptized nine years ago.

Dr. Melanie Dobson

We hope you received in 
the mail – and enjoyed 
reading – the Annual 
Report For Missions 
celebrating the many 
ways Myers Park United 
Methodist Church 
reached out to the world 
in 2016. The magazine 
featured grants given 
through Jubilee Plus!, Wesley 
Foundation and more, plus 
vignettes about ministries 
with whom the church 
partners. Extra copies of  
the colorful magazine are 
around the church and 
available from Director 
of  Communications Ken 
Garfield at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Robin Hearn shares a Genesis Sunday School class project. Our church 
hosts Room In The Inn Thursday and Friday nights in the Youth 
Building from December through March. To help, reach Greg Wells at 
704-609-4036 or greg@willisengineers.com.
One Sunday, Minister of  Missions Rev. Nathan Arledge 
taught the Genesis Sunday School class. He spoke of  the 
desperate needs of  the community. The next thing our class 
knew, we volunteered to refresh the linens used by homeless 
neighbors who stay with us through Room In The Inn.
For decades, our class has helped at Room In The Inn, 
the winter program in which congregations, colleges and 
others feed and host the homeless in gyms, fellowship halls 
and the like. From December 1, 2015, to March 31, 2016, 
Room In The Inn provided a total of  17,141 overnight 

accommodations to 1,386 different people. Church member 
Matt Daniels coordinates the program, run by Urban Ministry 
Center. Our Genesis class has long participated – cooking, 
serving meals, spending the night and offering fellowship. 
In that spirit, we chipped in $1,575 to purchase new sheets, 
blankets, towels and washcloths. When ordering by phone 
with two different companies and in person at a store, 
I shared about Room In The Inn. Each business added 
discounts on already discounted merchandise. One person 
was moved to tears.
Sometimes doing mission work involves leaving the country. 
Sometimes it means reaching out to neighbors here at home.

THE GENESIS OF THIS PROJECT WAS LOVE

AT CHRISTMAS, ‘WE WERE THE ONES 
WHO WERE GIFTED’

Dr. Melanie Dobson shares a special Christmas moment.
Members of  my New Monasticism class from this autumn 
took dinner to the new monastic community, QC Family 

Tree, located on Charlotte’s west side off  
Tuckaseegee Road.  We brought food 
from Viva Chicken. Combined with food 
from New Fellowship Church, which is 
moving into the church building beside 
QC Family Tree, it made for an amazing 
banquet. Children and adults from the 
community filled the house. Helms 
Jarrell, who with her husband Greg leads 
QC Family Tree, led a blessing in song. 
Conversation and the smells of  good 
chicken wafted through the air. 

The folks from Myers Park United Methodist – Susan 
Klemm, Susan Scott, Scotty McKnight, my son, Elijah, and 
me – enjoyed stories and learning from the neighbors and 
people of  QC. After dinner, we joined in on Christmas 
caroling. Greg brought out his saxophone and played 
marvelously. We walked through the neighborhood, singing 
carols, making music, delivering oranges to neighbors, and 
enjoying true Christmas spirit with the children, teens and 
adults of  QC Family Tree. It was beautiful. We were the ones 
who were gifted.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Dorothy “Tillie” Shelton, mother of  Margaret Carter and 
grandmother of  Ann Wesley and Virginia Carter, who died 
on December 4, 2016. Joan Goode Burgess, mother of  Jeff  
Burgess and grandmother of  Frank Burgess, who died on 
December 7, 2016. David T. Woods, father of  Lisa Euwer, 
who died on December 11, 2016. Bryan S. Goforth, brother 
of  Tina Weinberg, who died on December 14, 2016. Mary 
Catherine Fern Coble Culbreth, mother of  Cindy Withers and 
grandmother of  Sarah Withers, who died on December 19, 
2016. Frank Eugene Watson III, husband of  Linda Watson and 
father of  Frank Watson IV, who died on December 22, 2016. 
Belle Dusseault Hambacher, wife of  Alex Hambacher, mother 
of  Hudson and Cooper Hambacher and daughter-in-law of  
Barbara Hambacher, who died on December 23, 2016. James 
“Jim” A. Yount, husband of  Mitzi Yount, father of  Stephen 
Yount and grandfather of  Elise, Aaron and Chloe Yount, who 
died on December 28, 2016. Raymond Allison, father of  Ryan 
Allison, who died on December 29, 2016.  

Babies
Dennis Murray Leighty, son of  Kim and Scott Leighty, grandson 
of  Kathy and Rick Poe and nephew of  Richard Poe and 
Meredith and Duncan Martin, born on December 14, 2016. 
Brooks Cannady Stewart, son of  Peter and Lindsay Stewart and 
brother of  Pete Stewart, born on December 27, 2016. William 
“Rowe” Wilson, son of  Ellen and Scott Wilson, brother of  
Miller Wilson, grandson of  Ken and Sharon Garfield and Bill 
and Melinda Wilson and nephew of  Lauren Wilson, born on 
December 30, 2016.

Weddings
Miriam Hines and Tim Parsons, married on December 2, 2016, 
at the church. Brian Holberton and Jimena Cortina, married on 
December 10, 2016, in Charleston, S.C.

A series of  winter programs starting Monday, January 9, 
will deepen the conversation sparked by our congregation’s 
determination to address the unrest plaguing our nation. The 
theme, Dr. Howell says, is Reconciliation With God And Others.

Monday, January 9, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Howell, and a couple of  surprise guests, will share their 
Favorite Bible Stories About Healing, Forgiveness And 
Reconciliation – and why they might bring hope and richer 
relationships to us.

Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Rev. Brenda Tapia, founder of  Davidson College’s Love of  
Learning program, will lead us in Everything You Wanted 
To Know About Black People, But Were Afraid To Ask.  
She will answer anonymous questions, frankly, theologically, 
and with good humor, to help us understand our African 
American brothers and sisters.

Wednesday, January 18, 10:30 a.m., Room 103, 
Parish Life Building.
Dr. Howell will talk with the Adults Plus! group about what 
it means to be one in the family of  Christ, living in such a 
divisive world. A beef  tips lunch follows at noon for $5. For 
reservations by noon January 17, e-mail cmull@mpumc.org or 
call 704-376-5520 (option two).

Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and  
Tuesday, January 31, 11:00 a.m.,  
Francis Chapel.
Rev. Matt Rawle, renowned theologian and author of  The Faith 
of  a Mockingbird and other books, will talk with us about the 
theological and social ramifications of  Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird (and also a little with Go Set a Watchman). This will 
be the first in a year-long series called the Pastor’s Book Club:  
Dr. Howell will recommend a book for all of  us to read, and 
then discuss with him or an outside expert.

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Howell will converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke on 
the origin and meaning of Black Spirituals – and Dr. Burke’s 
Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals for us.

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m.,  
Sanctuary.
Dr. Ben Witherington, New Testament scholar, prolific author 
and child of  our church, returns to teach on Paul’s Doctrine 
of  Reconciliation. Why do we need to be reconciled to God? 
How did Jesus achieve this for us? How then do we live? Dr. 
Witherington will also participate in a free program at Gordon 
Conwell Theological Seminary, 14542 Choate Circle, at 7:00 
p.m. Thursday, February 16. The topic: Can Women Lead Men? 
A Discussion On Leadership In The Church.

Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Christena Cleveland, professor of  the Practice of  Rec-
onciliation at Duke Divinity School and author of  Disunity in 
Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep us Apart, will share 
her dual perspective as a sociologist and theologian on why we 
suffer divisions in the church on issues like race, homosexual-
ity and politics, and how we might understand, love and come 
together as one Body.

For child care for any program, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org. 
The programs with Rev. Matt Rawle and Dr. Christena Cleve-
land are sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-Fellowship Sunday 
School class, which is committed to thoughtfully exploring 
critical issues.

‘RECONCILIATION’ PROGRAMS 
START JANUARY 9

LEARN ABOUT 
THE 100K DREAM

All are invited to a spaghetti dinner at 6:00 p.m. Monday, 
January 23, in Jubilee Hall to learn about The 100K Dream. 
This is a project challenging us to deepen relationships 
with the Charlotte community and beyond in 2017 by 
devoting 100,000 hours as a congregation in ministry with 
others. Make a reservation by January 13 at 100kdream@
mpumc.org. The dinner is $5, payable at the door with a 
$20 maximum for families. Children three and under are 
free. For child care for infants through fifth grade, e-mail 
jwentz@mpumc.org. We’ll feed the kids that evening.

‘WITH EACH BREATH, I FELT PEACE
SEEPING INTO MY HECTIC SELF’

Marsha Rexford shares the blessings of  a Day Apart, with similar 
opportunities upcoming for the congregation through Dr. Melanie 
Dobson’s New Monasticism class.

While participating in Dr. Melanie Dobson’s class on New 
Monasticism, I was intrigued by the opportunity to participate in 
a retreat experience at a monastic community. With trepidation 
– I don’t meditate and wonder how much time to spend in 
silence – I signed up for a Day Apart at nearby Belmont 
Abbey College, Who among us doesn’t need a day apart?, I 
reasoned, even if  it was more like a half-day.

Our small group set out on a gorgeous autumn day, with 
Melanie coaching us on what to expect. We walked through 
the beautiful Belmont Abbey campus to St. Joseph’s Adoration 
Chapel. In this setting, 20 minutes of  quiet contemplation 
wasn’t the chore I had feared. With each breath, I felt peace 
seeping into my hectic self. Following a silent walk to the 
Basilica, we attended 11:00 a.m. Mass with the monks 

and a small congregation. Next we joined the monks for 
noonday prayers. They kindly opened our prayer books to the 
appropriate passages beforehand. Our voices joined in unity.

We had some time to ourselves. I walked around campus, 
followed the Stations of  the Cross, and ate my sandwich at 
the grotto as a statue of  the Virgin Mary looked on. I sat for 
a time with my eyes closed, savoring the peaceful solitude 
and the sun on my face. This day apart was a marvelous, 
unexpected opportunity to slow down, empty my mind and 
spirit of  the daily chaos, and ponder the love of  God.

Additional Contemplative Life Ministry opportunities: Days Apart 
at Belmont Abbey from 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Wednesday, January 
18, and 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 11; and a Weekend 
Apart to Mepkin Abbey, a community of  Roman Catholic monks in 
Moncks Corner, S.C., May 19-21. To sign up or learn more, reach 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

In Their Own Words:

Images from Dr. Melanie Dobson’s New Monastacism class - a Day Part at Belmont Abbey. Photos by Melanie Dobson.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

January 11, 2017

• FOUNDATION Registration continues for Foundation – an 
exploration of  the basics of  the Bible, church history, theology, 
Methodism and Christian practices. The class will combine 
discussion, teaching and practices such as prayer and Bible study. 
Classes will be from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from January 8 
to February 19 (no class on February 5). To sign up, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS A four-week opportunity for 
caregivers to come together to share their joys, challenges and 
experiences will be offered Tuesdays from January 17 to February 
7, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Room 106 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or 
smobley@mpumc.org.

• ESTIMATE OF GIVING CARD Please fill out and return 
your Estimate Of  Giving card to support the church in 2017 if  
you have not done so already. You can also make an estimate of  
giving to the #GiveDifferently campaign and Jubilee Plus! fund for 
outreach at www.myersparkumc.org/give. 

• WANT TO GO TO ISRAEL? Dr. Howell and Rev. Parker 
Haynes are planning a trip to Israel May 16-26, 2017. The cost 
and other details are taking shape. Interested? Reach Dr. Howell 
at james@mpumc.org.

• PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE The Children’s Circle church 
preschool will host open houses for prospective families at 10:00 
a.m. Tuesday, January 10, and Thursday, January 12, in Room 
108 of  the Parish Life Building. A school tour is included. The 
preschool will also offer a transitional kindergarten information 
session at 11:30 a.m. Thursday, January 12, in Room 107 of  the 
Parish Life Building. Enrollment deadline is January 31 for all 
families, returning and new. Children must be 12 months old by 
August 31 to enroll in the youngest class. The half-day preschool 
is for ages one to five. Details: Patty Matthews at 704-376-5208 
or pmatthews@mpumc.org.

• SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball Saturdays 
starting at 8:30 a.m. in the Youth Building Gym from January 7 
until late April. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981.

• MISSION: HAITI Join the mission team traveling to Bayonnais, 
Haiti, March 8-15. Details: Steve Breckenridge at 704-231-1138 or 
sbreckenridge@carolina.rr.com or Sandy Hieronymus at 704-545-
6910 or sandyh46@aol.com.

• MISSION: COSTA RICA Join the mission team traveling 
April 8-15 to Costa Rica. Details: Minister of  Missions Nathan 
Arledge at 704-295-4816 or visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• MISSION: MEXICO College students are bound for 
Reynosa, Mexico, May 21-27 to serve with Faith Ministry. 
Interested? Reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 704-
295-4816 or nathan@mpumc.org.

• MISSION: ARMENIA Interested in going to Berdzor in 
Armenia August 12-24 to work with Project AGAPE? Attend 
a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 11, in Room 103 of  
the Parish Life Building. Details: Jack Hankins at jchankins24@
gmail.com or Lynn Hankins at lynnhankins@gmail.com or visit 
www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• BE A GREETER Greeters are being recruited to welcome 
folks on Sunday morning, help newcomers find their way and 
generally make the church as warm as possible. All ages are 
welcome. Training is from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. Sunday, January 8, 
in the Parish Life Building basement. To sign up or learn more, 
reach Rob Dellibovi or Julie Patrick at robertandjulieann@
gmail.com.

• FOCUS ON HEALTH A six-week course focusing on the 
importance of  faith, food, fitness, focus and friends will be 
Mondays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. starting January 23 in 
Room 107 of  the Parish Life Building. Parish Nurse Susan 
Mobley and health coach Shelley Butler will teach the course, 
based on pastor Rick Warren’s book and related program. The 
Daniel Plan is a healthy lifestyle based on biblical principles. The 
class is limited to 17. To sign up or learn more, reach Carmen 
Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• YOUNG ADULTS MARRIAGE CLASS Rev. Bill Roth will 
lead a class for young couples who are newly married or have 
been married for a few years. The class will meet at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 9, 16 and 23, in Room 103 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Interested? Reach Jessica Stevens at 704-295-4803 
or jessica@mpumc.org.



• At its Christmas party, Stephen Ministers collected $1,730 
for Baby Bundles, which furnishes newborn essentials to 
families in need. The nonprofit was co-founded by church 
member Cat Long. The gift honors church member Re-
becca Grant, Baby Bundles’ former executive director, and 
board member and church staffer Ken Garfield. Stephen 
Ministers, of  course, are laity trained to offer care, and a 
listening heart, to those who need it.

• It had the energy of  a day at the mall, only way better. The 
Jubilee Store welcomed 96 families from Charlotte Family 
Housing to shop for Christmas in a setting rich in love and 
dignity. More than 125 lay servants from our church and 
Myers Park Presbyterian bought and wrapped gifts for 239 
children and teens. Some 2,000 gift items were bought and 
donated to the cause. Beth Cory and Candice Jones had the 
privilege of  charing the effort, surely the greatest gift they 
received this season.

• A time for fun: Adults Plus! welcomed a full house to 
Jubilee Hall to enjoy Frank Sinatra enthusiast (and good 
Methodist to boot) Francis Nazarro. Dressed to the nines 
in a tux, he entertained the crowd with everything from 
The Christmas Song (“chestnuts roasting on an open fire…”) 
to My Way. Here’s a question you don’t hear every day at 
church: “Do we have any Rockettes here?”

• A time to ease sorrow, or at least try to: The Service of  
Hope and Consolation drew 30 of  us to Francis Chapel to 
light a candle, remember a loved one, and take comfort in 
the belief  that God hears our cries, and weeps with us.

• The cast of  thousands that helped pull off  six Christmas 
Eve services includes ushers who handed out bulletins, took 

up the offering and more, all with a patient smile. They’d 
tell you they were called by God to serve (and also head 
usher Jerry Brady): Anne Thomas, Robert Thomas, Nick 
Beard, Darlene Beard, Somer Hammack, Margo Wells, 
Robert Cole, Scott Bortz, Roger Norris, Shirley Griffin, 
Roger Privette, Billy Austin, Keels Dickson, Mark Edwards, 
Neil Williams, Rob Dellibovi, Glenn Cole, Lee Underwood, 
Van Smith, John Weeks, John Boulware, Jim Walters, Dollye 
Walters, Robbie Kirby, John Bosworth, Pat Pierce, Sharon 
Elder, Dave Lank, Cynthia Lank, Megan Lank, Richard 
Wood, Charles Billings, Elizabeth Underwood, Brandon 
Lowery, Alex Diffey, Will Barr, Jerry Mitchell, Nita Mitchell 
and John Weeks.

• Here are the Altar Guild members to thank for lifting our 
spirits by making the church so beautiful during Advent: 
Jane Austin, Linda Borders, Sarah Bourgeois, Alison Boyle, 
Janet Bradshaw, Sonya Charles, Diana Clarkson, Martha 
Cushman, Mary Farel, Betsy Farmer, Doris Fonville, Keith 
Fortier (chair), Tonia Fuller, Joyce Gossett, Mary Frances 
Gray, Bunny Hanford, Barbara Henson, Lynn Hodges, 
Linda Mayfield, Mary Ann McDonald, Catherine New-
man, Annette Robinson, Lynn Rogers, Paula Ruffin, Jackie 
Spears, Melissa Sullivan, Sally Teden, Meredith Thompson 
and Michelle Vigor.

• Finally, deep into the night on Christmas Eve, before the 
tumult of  Christmas morning, we held high our candles and 
sang together those familiar, hopeful words that sustain our 
faith…Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light…

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

SNAPSHOTS OF THE SEASON...
Continued From Front Page...

The Moravian Love Feast, Christmas Eve worship and Kneeling At The Manger, a few of  the ways our church celebrated Christmas 
this year. Photos by Ellen Spence, Lisa Howell and McCay Manwaring.



In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Dorothy “Tillie” Shelton, mother of  Margaret Carter and 
grandmother of  Ann Wesley and Virginia Carter, who died 
on December 4, 2016. Joan Goode Burgess, mother of  Jeff  
Burgess and grandmother of  Frank Burgess, who died on 
December 7, 2016. David T. Woods, father of  Lisa Euwer, 
who died on December 11, 2016. Bryan S. Goforth, brother 
of  Tina Weinberg, who died on December 14, 2016. Mary 
Catherine Fern Coble Culbreth, mother of  Cindy Withers and 
grandmother of  Sarah Withers, who died on December 19, 
2016. Frank Eugene Watson III, husband of  Linda Watson and 
father of  Frank Watson IV, who died on December 22, 2016. 
Belle Dusseault Hambacher, wife of  Alex Hambacher, mother 
of  Hudson and Cooper Hambacher and daughter-in-law of  
Barbara Hambacher, who died on December 23, 2016. James 
“Jim” A. Yount, husband of  Mitzi Yount, father of  Stephen 
Yount and grandfather of  Elise, Aaron and Chloe Yount, who 
died on December 28, 2016. Raymond Allison, father of  Ryan 
Allison, who died on December 29, 2016.  

Babies
Dennis Murray Leighty, son of  Kim and Scott Leighty, grandson 
of  Kathy and Rick Poe and nephew of  Richard Poe and 
Meredith and Duncan Martin, born on December 14, 2016. 
Brooks Cannady Stewart, son of  Peter and Lindsay Stewart and 
brother of  Pete Stewart, born on December 27, 2016. William 
“Rowe” Wilson, son of  Ellen and Scott Wilson, brother of  
Miller Wilson, grandson of  Ken and Sharon Garfield and Bill 
and Melinda Wilson and nephew of  Lauren Wilson, born on 
December 30, 2016.

Weddings
Miriam Hines and Tim Parsons, married on December 2, 2016, 
at the church. Brian Holberton and Jimena Cortina, married on 
December 10, 2016, in Charleston, S.C.

A series of  winter programs starting Monday, January 9, 
will deepen the conversation sparked by our congregation’s 
determination to address the unrest plaguing our nation. The 
theme, Dr. Howell says, is Reconciliation With God And Others.

Monday, January 9, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Howell, and a couple of  surprise guests, will share their 
Favorite Bible Stories About Healing, Forgiveness And 
Reconciliation – and why they might bring hope and richer 
relationships to us.

Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Rev. Brenda Tapia, founder of  Davidson College’s Love of  
Learning program, will lead us in Everything You Wanted 
To Know About Black People, But Were Afraid To Ask.  
She will answer anonymous questions, frankly, theologically, 
and with good humor, to help us understand our African 
American brothers and sisters.

Wednesday, January 18, 10:30 a.m., Room 103, 
Parish Life Building.
Dr. Howell will talk with the Adults Plus! group about what 
it means to be one in the family of  Christ, living in such a 
divisive world. A beef  tips lunch follows at noon for $5. For 
reservations by noon January 17, e-mail cmull@mpumc.org or 
call 704-376-5520 (option two).

Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and  
Tuesday, January 31, 11:00 a.m.,  
Francis Chapel.
Rev. Matt Rawle, renowned theologian and author of  The Faith 
of  a Mockingbird and other books, will talk with us about the 
theological and social ramifications of  Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird (and also a little with Go Set a Watchman). This will 
be the first in a year-long series called the Pastor’s Book Club:  
Dr. Howell will recommend a book for all of  us to read, and 
then discuss with him or an outside expert.

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Howell will converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke on 
the origin and meaning of Black Spirituals – and Dr. Burke’s 
Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals for us.

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m.,  
Sanctuary.
Dr. Ben Witherington, New Testament scholar, prolific author 
and child of  our church, returns to teach on Paul’s Doctrine 
of  Reconciliation. Why do we need to be reconciled to God? 
How did Jesus achieve this for us? How then do we live? Dr. 
Witherington will also participate in a free program at Gordon 
Conwell Theological Seminary, 14542 Choate Circle, at 7:00 
p.m. Thursday, February 16. The topic: Can Women Lead Men? 
A Discussion On Leadership In The Church.

Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Christena Cleveland, professor of  the Practice of  Rec-
onciliation at Duke Divinity School and author of  Disunity in 
Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep us Apart, will share 
her dual perspective as a sociologist and theologian on why we 
suffer divisions in the church on issues like race, homosexual-
ity and politics, and how we might understand, love and come 
together as one Body.

For child care for any program, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org. 
The programs with Rev. Matt Rawle and Dr. Christena Cleve-
land are sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-Fellowship Sunday 
School class, which is committed to thoughtfully exploring 
critical issues.

‘RECONCILIATION’ PROGRAMS 
START JANUARY 9

LEARN ABOUT 
THE 100K DREAM

All are invited to a spaghetti dinner at 6:00 p.m. Monday, 
January 23, in Jubilee Hall to learn about The 100K Dream. 
This is a project challenging us to deepen relationships 
with the Charlotte community and beyond in 2017 by 
devoting 100,000 hours as a congregation in ministry with 
others. Make a reservation by January 13 at 100kdream@
mpumc.org. The dinner is $5, payable at the door with a 
$20 maximum for families. Children three and under are 
free. For child care for infants through fifth grade, e-mail 
jwentz@mpumc.org. We’ll feed the kids that evening.

‘WITH EACH BREATH, I FELT PEACE
SEEPING INTO MY HECTIC SELF’

Marsha Rexford shares the blessings of  a Day Apart, with similar 
opportunities upcoming for the congregation through Dr. Melanie 
Dobson’s New Monasticism class.

While participating in Dr. Melanie Dobson’s class on New 
Monasticism, I was intrigued by the opportunity to participate in 
a retreat experience at a monastic community. With trepidation 
– I don’t meditate and wonder how much time to spend in 
silence – I signed up for a Day Apart at nearby Belmont 
Abbey College, Who among us doesn’t need a day apart?, I 
reasoned, even if  it was more like a half-day.

Our small group set out on a gorgeous autumn day, with 
Melanie coaching us on what to expect. We walked through 
the beautiful Belmont Abbey campus to St. Joseph’s Adoration 
Chapel. In this setting, 20 minutes of  quiet contemplation 
wasn’t the chore I had feared. With each breath, I felt peace 
seeping into my hectic self. Following a silent walk to the 
Basilica, we attended 11:00 a.m. Mass with the monks 

and a small congregation. Next we joined the monks for 
noonday prayers. They kindly opened our prayer books to the 
appropriate passages beforehand. Our voices joined in unity.

We had some time to ourselves. I walked around campus, 
followed the Stations of  the Cross, and ate my sandwich at 
the grotto as a statue of  the Virgin Mary looked on. I sat for 
a time with my eyes closed, savoring the peaceful solitude 
and the sun on my face. This day apart was a marvelous, 
unexpected opportunity to slow down, empty my mind and 
spirit of  the daily chaos, and ponder the love of  God.

Additional Contemplative Life Ministry opportunities: Days Apart 
at Belmont Abbey from 9:15 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Wednesday, January 
18, and 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 11; and a Weekend 
Apart to Mepkin Abbey, a community of  Roman Catholic monks in 
Moncks Corner, S.C., May 19-21. To sign up or learn more, reach 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

In Their Own Words:

Images from Dr. Melanie Dobson’s New Monastacism class - a Day Part at Belmont Abbey. Photos by Melanie Dobson.



From candles meant to console to 
midnight hymns on Christmas Eve that 

sent hearts soaring…

• A total of  4,037 worshipers attended 
our six Christmas Eve services, uniting 
with family, friends and even strangers 

to affirm a common 
belief  in the birth of  
Christ, and the hope it 
brings.

• Couldn’t make it 
to church? Some 500 
people watched the 
three evening services 
via livestream at www.
myersparkumc.org.

• The Christmas 
Eve offering totaled $29,378, divided 
between our Sedgefield Elementary and 
Middle schools partnership and our 
mission partner in Haiti. More love: 
Worshipers packed the bin in the Parish 
Life lobby with goods for Loaves & 
Fishes food pantry. 

• Goodness Gracious! gave the gift of  its 
generosity this Christmas. The shop, 
where sales support outreach, do-
nated a total of  $25,000 to four local 
agencies: Beds for Kids, which helps 
families in need; A Child’s Place, whose 
focus is homeless kids; Lily Pad Haven, 
which helps victims of  human traf-
ficking; and Safe Alliance, a ministry 
to domestic violence victims. In all in 

2017, the shop gave $37,000 to worthy 
causes, plus merchandise to Habitat for 
Humanity. See what happens each time 
you buy a goody?

• Alternative Gift Market sales totaled 
$13,885 – gifts to worthy causes world-
wide that honored loved ones close to 
our hearts.

• Youth Ministries’ Christmas tree sale 
raised $13,000 for missions, in addition 
to offering people a rollicking good 
time on pick-up day.

A Conversation On Faith
SNAPSHOTS OF THE SEASON

Ken Garfield

It’s time to have your photo taken for a new church pictorial directory. You can 
schedule your photo shoot at www.myersparkumc.org (look to the bottom of  the 
home page) or on Sunday mornings in the lobby of  the Parish Life Building. Photos 
are being taken through January 28 in Room 252 in the Snyder Building. Photos for 
the last church directory were taken in 2013. To get ready for your “closeup,” reserve 
a time for you and/or your family. Wear a solid-colored shirt with long sleeves. In 
a congregation the size of  ours – 5,400 and growing – pictorial directories are a 
powerful way to foster community, as it helps us all put a name with a face.

TIME TO HAVE YOUR 
PICTURE TAKEN

Continued On The Insert..

Our new series, Reconciliation With God And Others, begins at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 
January 9, in Jubilee Hall. Turn inside and to www.myersparkumc.org/
reconciliation for the complete schedule, and join us for this important dialogue.

On Christmas Eve, Dr. Howell did a takeover 
of  the instagram account @WeLoveCLT giving a 
behind-the-scenes look on this busy but joyful day, 
including this sweet moment with quadruplets he 

baptized nine years ago.

Dr. Melanie Dobson

We hope you received in 
the mail – and enjoyed 
reading – the Annual 
Report For Missions 
celebrating the many 
ways Myers Park United 
Methodist Church 
reached out to the world 
in 2016. The magazine 
featured grants given 
through Jubilee Plus!, Wesley 
Foundation and more, plus 
vignettes about ministries 
with whom the church 
partners. Extra copies of  
the colorful magazine are 
around the church and 
available from Director 
of  Communications Ken 
Garfield at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Robin Hearn shares a Genesis Sunday School class project. Our church 
hosts Room In The Inn Thursday and Friday nights in the Youth 
Building from December through March. To help, reach Greg Wells at 
704-609-4036 or greg@willisengineers.com.
One Sunday, Minister of  Missions Rev. Nathan Arledge 
taught the Genesis Sunday School class. He spoke of  the 
desperate needs of  the community. The next thing our class 
knew, we volunteered to refresh the linens used by homeless 
neighbors who stay with us through Room In The Inn.
For decades, our class has helped at Room In The Inn, 
the winter program in which congregations, colleges and 
others feed and host the homeless in gyms, fellowship halls 
and the like. From December 1, 2015, to March 31, 2016, 
Room In The Inn provided a total of  17,141 overnight 

accommodations to 1,386 different people. Church member 
Matt Daniels coordinates the program, run by Urban Ministry 
Center. Our Genesis class has long participated – cooking, 
serving meals, spending the night and offering fellowship. 
In that spirit, we chipped in $1,575 to purchase new sheets, 
blankets, towels and washcloths. When ordering by phone 
with two different companies and in person at a store, 
I shared about Room In The Inn. Each business added 
discounts on already discounted merchandise. One person 
was moved to tears.
Sometimes doing mission work involves leaving the country. 
Sometimes it means reaching out to neighbors here at home.

THE GENESIS OF THIS PROJECT WAS LOVE

AT CHRISTMAS, ‘WE WERE THE ONES 
WHO WERE GIFTED’

Dr. Melanie Dobson shares a special Christmas moment.
Members of  my New Monasticism class from this autumn 
took dinner to the new monastic community, QC Family 

Tree, located on Charlotte’s west side off  
Tuckaseegee Road.  We brought food 
from Viva Chicken. Combined with food 
from New Fellowship Church, which is 
moving into the church building beside 
QC Family Tree, it made for an amazing 
banquet. Children and adults from the 
community filled the house. Helms 
Jarrell, who with her husband Greg leads 
QC Family Tree, led a blessing in song. 
Conversation and the smells of  good 
chicken wafted through the air. 

The folks from Myers Park United Methodist – Susan 
Klemm, Susan Scott, Scotty McKnight, my son, Elijah, and 
me – enjoyed stories and learning from the neighbors and 
people of  QC. After dinner, we joined in on Christmas 
caroling. Greg brought out his saxophone and played 
marvelously. We walked through the neighborhood, singing 
carols, making music, delivering oranges to neighbors, and 
enjoying true Christmas spirit with the children, teens and 
adults of  QC Family Tree. It was beautiful. We were the ones 
who were gifted.




