
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 
 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

December 24, 2016 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. 
 

 

 
 

Adoration of the Christ Child, Bernardino Luini, 1520. 
 

 

Christmas Eve 
 

 Gathering Music  

 Variations Sur un Noël, Op. 20 

Jesse’s Carol 

“Carillon de Westminster” from 

Troisième suite 

Marcel Dupré 

arr. Ken Gist 

Louis Vierne 

 

Welcome  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

Introit  

O Holy Night arr. John Rutter 

 



 Lighting of the Christ Candle  

Let us go, in heart and mind, to see what has come to pass:   

Let us go with the shepherds. 

Let us go to find the Savior! 

Let us go with the wise ones: 

Let us go to find God’s promise, born for us! 

Let us go with the poor and humble: 

Let us go to find our King, born in a lowly manger! 

Let us go with all the world, with all the peoples of the nations: 

Come let us worship. Come let us adore him: Christ the Lord! 

 
 Carol No. 234 (stanzas 1, 2, 3, 6)  

O Come, All Ye Faithful  ADESTE FIDELES 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.  

Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

Refrain: O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  

O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  

Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain) 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;  

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain)  

 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given.   

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  (Refrain) 

 

Opening Prayer 

O God our Father, you have brought us again to the glad season  

   when we celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Grant that his Spirit may be born anew in our hearts this night,  

   and that we may joyfully welcome him to reign over us.   

Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of old.  

Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts:   

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill toward all! 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 



 Old Testament Lesson  Isaiah 9:2-7 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Anthem  

All is Well  arr. Ron Huff 

All is well.  Angels and men rejoice! 

For tonight darkness fell into the dawn of love’s light. 

Sing alleluia! 

 

All is well.  Let there be peace on earth. 

Christ is come, go and tell that he is in the manger. 

Sing alleluia! 

 

All is well.  Lift up your voice and sing. 

Born is now Emmanuel.  Born is our Lord and Savior. 

Sing alleluia! 

 
 Gospel Reading  Luke 2:1-20 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Homily 

 
 The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion  

Christmas Offerings may be placed in the plates at the first pew, 

center aisle, as you come to the chancel. 

 

Communion Music  

Will there really be a morning? 

O Magnum Mysterium 

The Manger Scene 

Ricky Ian Gordon 

Morten Lauridsen 

arr. Fred Bock 

 

Congregational Carols  

The congregation is invited to join with the choir in the following Christmas 

carols and hymns as communion is being served: 

Carol No. 221  In the Bleak Midwinter 

Carol No. 218  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

Carol No. 219  What Child is This 



 

Prayer After Communion  

O God of love, you have brought us together  

   and blessed us with the gift of your Son.  

Open our eyes to the light of Christ,  

   which glows in the darkness of a world engulfed in apathy,                                                  

   pain and loss. 

In your presence, the shadows are erased,  

   our tears are dried, and our brokenness is healed by your love.  

Speak to us now that we may hear the good news of your salvation.  

Grant peace to your children all over the world this night,  

   and let us sing now with the angels, “Christ the Savior is born!” Amen. 

 
 Carol No. 239  

Silent Night, Holy Night STILLE NACHT 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child.  

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;  

glories stream from heaven afar,  

heavenly hosts sing alleluia! 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; 

radiant beams from thy holy face  

with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 

with the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;  

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Carol No. 246 (stanzas 1 and 4)  

Joy to the World ANTIOCH 



Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room,  

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  

and makes the nations prove  

the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
 Closing Voluntary  

Echoes of Joy Hans-André Stamm 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

 

PREACHER AND CELEBRANT 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 

 

LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation (8:00) 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care (11:00) 

 

MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Chancel Choir 

Robert Moody, cello 

Jessica Cates, soprano 

Zuri, mezzo-soprano 

Margaret Carpenter, soprano 

Kevin Profitt, tenor 

Brian Winegardner, trumpet 

Nancy Hamff and Jessica Morel, flute 

 

 



 

CHRIST CANDLE LIGHTERS 

Greg, Sally, and Elizabeth Underwood (8:00) 

Joyce, Cindy, Craig, Lisa, Sarah, and Sean Allen (11:00) 

 

CRUCIFERS 

Matthew Buie (8:00), Caroline Griffith (11:00) 

 

ACOLYTES 

David Buie and Emma Malak (8:00) 

Jack Griffith and Will Flouhouse (11:00) 

 

BIBLE CARRIERS 

Dean Lowery (8:00), Nickolaus Janak (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE… 
WELCOME We are glad you are here on this wonderful day. Ushers, clergy, staff 

and church members are glad to answer any questions about the life of the church, 

offer directions and help make your time with us as meaningful as possible. Don’t 

hesitate to ask. As a courtesy to others today, if you are saving seats, please save 

no more than one or two. Thank you. 

LIVESTREAMING Today’s 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services can be seen and heard 

live at www.myersparkumc.org. 

THE OFFERING Today’s offering will support the church partnership with 

Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, and our ministry partner OFCB in 

Bayonnais, Haiti. Please make your check out to the church with Christmas Eve 

offering in the memo line. Thank you for your generosity. 

BRING FOOD We are also collecting canned goods and other food items today 

for Loaves & Fishes food pantry, to help feed our hungry neighbors. Donations go 

in the bin in the Parish Life Building lobby. 

ONE SERVICE ON DECEMBER 25 Join us for worship at 11:00 a.m. Sunday, 

December 25, in the Sanctuary. There is no nursery or worship care. 

FOCUS ON RECONCILIATION As you leave church today, please take a 

postcard sharing news of our January/February series of programs on 

Reconciliation With God And Others, including a spaghetti dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 23, in Jubilee Hall introducing The 100K Dream project.  

http://www.myersparkumc.org/


CHURCH CLOSED MONDAY, TUESDAY The church is closed December 26-

27. If you need a pastor, please call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the 

pastor on call. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 Join us for worship on Sunday, January 1, at 8:45, 9:45 

and 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary, each one a blended contemporary/traditional 

service. There is no nursery or worship care on that morning. The church will be 

closed Monday, January 2.  

END OF YEAR GIVING Thank you for your generosity. Your contribution must 

be received by the church or postmarked by December 31, 2016. Checks can be 

placed in the offering plate, mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 or 

dropped off at the church by noon on Friday, December 30. You can also give at 

www.myersparkumc.org/give. Also, please return your Estimate of Giving card 

supporting the work of the church in 2017, and the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach. 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS! The gift shop in the Parish Life lobby, where sales 

support outreach, is closed Sunday, December 25; and open from 9:00 to 11:00 

a.m. on New Year’s Day Sunday, January 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/giver


COMING IN JANUARY 
Join us for a series of programs on Reconciliation With God And Others as we 

deepen the community conversation in these challenging times. Please make note: 

 Monday, January 9, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell and guests will 

share their Favorite Bible Stories About Healing, Forgiveness And 

Reconciliation, with reflection on why they matter today. 

 Tuesday, January 17, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Rev. Brenda Tapia, who 

founded Davidson College’s Love of Learning program, will lead us in 

Everything You Wanted To Know About Black People But Were Afraid 

To Ask. She will answer anonymous questions theologically, and with good 

humor. 

 Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, January 31, at 11:00 a.m. in 

Francis Chapel, Rev. Matt Rawle, author of The Faith of a Mockingbird and 

other books, will talk about Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. This is the 

first in a series that Dr. Howell is calling the Pastor’s Book Club.  

 Sunday, February 12, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, Dr. Howell will 

converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke on Black Spirituals, their origin 

and social and theological meaning. The Winston-Salem State choir will 

sing spirituals for us. 

 Wednesday, February 15, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, New Testament 

scholar Dr. Ben Witherington will teach on Paul’s Doctrine of 

Reconciliation. 

 Monday, February 27, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Christena Cleveland 

of Duke Divinity School will share her dual perspective as a sociologist and 

theologian on Why We Suffer Divisions In The Church, And How We 

Might Come Together As One Body. 

 For child care, RSVP to jwentz@mpumc.org. The programs with Rev. Matt 

Rawle and Dr. Christena Cleveland are sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-

Fellowship Sunday School class, whose eagerness to explore important 

issues and engage in excellent teaching is a blessing to us all.  

 

As part of this focus on reconciliation, make plans to attend a spaghetti dinner at 

6:00 p.m. Monday, January 23, in Jubilee Hall as we introduce The 100K Dream 

– a project challenging us to deepen relationships with the Charlotte community 

and beyond in 2017 by devoting 100,000 hours as a congregation in ministry with 

others. The dinner is $5, payable at the door. Make a reservation by January 13 at 

100kdream@mpumc.org. 

 

 

mailto:jwentz@mpumc.org
mailto:100kdream@mpumc.org


 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


