
Amid the prayers expressed in many 
faiths, each one beautiful, one image 

stood out at MeckMin’s annual interfaith 
Thanksgiving service the other night. It 
came early in the service at Providence 
Baptist Church, shared by Dr. Rodney 

Sadler, a seminary 
professor whose faith 
calls him to try to 
make peace in these 
turbulent times.

A common table. Let 
us climb out of  our 
silos of  class, color 
and culture, he told 
the gathering of  900, 
and gather around a 
common table, not 

just to share a meal at Thanksgiving, but to 
share this good earth that we must work to 
make better.

A common table.

We come into this season of  gratitude and 
gifts on unsteady feet, rocked by recent 

riots, divided by the election, wondering 
how blacks and whites, rich and poor 
and people of  different faiths can come 
together. Here at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, our faith stirs us to ask 
hard questions and seek elusive answers. 
We’ve been at it ever since gunfire rang out 
in a Charleston church. Early next year, as 
the story on this page shares, we’ll explore 
the issue from a variety of  dimensions, 
seeking what Dr. Howell calls “this joy 
of  living a reconciled life with God and 
others.”

There’s work to be done.

But at Charlotte’s annual Thanksgiving 
service that united so many of  us in song 
and prayer, we got a glimpse of  what could 
be if  we find a way out of  our silos, to the 
place where we belong.

At a common table.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

A Conversation on Faith
A COMMON TABLE

Ken Garfield

Six programs in January and February will 
deepen the churchwide conversation sparked 
by these days of  unrest, and a yearning to do 
something about it. The theme, Dr. Howell 
says, is Reconciliation With God And Others.

Details of  the series:

Monday, January 9, 7:00 p.m.,  
Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Howell, and a couple of  surprise 
guests, will share their Favorite Bible 
Stories About Healing, Forgiveness And 
Reconciliation – and why they might bring 
hope and richer relationships to us.

Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m.,  
Jubilee Hall.
Rev. Brenda Tapia, founder of  Davidson 
College’s Love of  Learning program, will 
lead us in Everything You Wanted To 
Know About Black People, But Were 
Afraid To Ask. She will answer anonymous 
questions, frankly, theologically, and with 
good humor, to help us understand our 
African-American brothers and sisters. 
 
 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY:
RECONCILIATION 

WITH GOD AND OTHERS
“The whole Christian message is about the possibility and 

wonder of  being reconciled to God, and then how we 
live that out with other people. Especially during these 
times of  division among people, and cynicism about 
God, this joy of  living a reconciled life with God and 

others is more important than ever.”

• Dr. James C. Howell

Please turn inside for 
the calendar of  Advent 
opportunities, including 
the Christmas Eve 
schedule of  six services 
at 1:00, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00, 
8:00 and 11:00 p.m. The 
calendar is also at www.
myersparkumc.org/advent. 
Inside today’s Cornerstone 
you will also find a special 
insert sharing outreach 
opportunities this holiday 
season at Myers Park 
United Methodist Church. 
And in this season of  
stewardship, turn inside 
for church member 
Betsy Scott’s reflection 
on God’s word in her 
life, and what it means to 
#GiveDifferently.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• A tender tradition continued as church volunteers served 
the annual Thanksgiving feast to The Trinity’s Table 
lunch bunch at South Tryon Community Church. Some 
125 enjoyed the free meal of  turkey and fixings, served 
up by these volunteers: Liz Wicker, Hal Carnes, Tonia 
Fuller, Linda Serrett, Harriette Thompson, Joanne Hardy, 
Mary Farel, Margaret Thames, Jan Sharar, Katherine Clay, 
Joy Poe, Rabbit and Smallwood.

• The last issue of  the Cornerstone celebrated the new 
Stephen Ministers commissioned to serve as one-on-one 
lay counselors/encouragers/listeners. Alas, one Stephen 
Minister was left out: Welcome, Martha Allen, to the 
ranks of  the caregivers.

• In the new Where Are They Now? feature updating the 
congregation on former staffers, let’s catch up with 

former World Outreach/Involvement Ministry Assistant 
Jami Smith. Current staffer Christine Mull writes: “Jami 
Smith Cairnes checked in from Seattle, Washington, 
where she lives now with husband Ryan. Jami is Project 
Coordinator at Mercer Island Center for the Arts. She 
began as Office Administrator and was promoted to 
managing an 18-member board, meeting with city 
officials and running the office as the group works to 
raise $25 million to build a performing arts center. Not 
bad for a kid who started out at Myers Park United 
Methodist sorting mail and running copies. Jami credits 
Linda Edwardsen, saying, ‘Sometimes I felt she was too 
particular, but I really miss her bookkeeping systems. The 
accounting systems I set up are based on hers.’”

A THANKSGIVING FEAST, NEW STEPHEN MINISTER

Continued Inside...

• Extra copies of  the latest Intersection magazine with 
church member Albert Dulin’s magnificent cover shot 
of  a single handbell are available around the campus. 
Director of  Communications Ken Garfield has some 
extras, too. The Winter issue celebrates the handbells and 
Sandra Eubanks, the church’s Sedgefield connection, the 
Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach, staffer Melissa McGill’s 
essay on the mission trip to Brazil, the spectacular 
autumn of  Jack Davidson and more.

• Parish Nurse Susan Mobley is considering forming a 
short-term Caregiver Support Group in January, to offer 
fellowship and dialogue to those caring for a loved one. 
Interested? Reach her at 704-295-4836 or smobley@
mpumc.org.

• A mission team will travel to Costa Rica April 8-15 to 
work with various mission projects. To learn more, attend 
a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, December 8, in Francis 
Chapel; reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 
704-295-4816; or visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• Dr. Howell and Rev. Parker Haynes have announced early 
plans to lead a trip to Israel May 16-26, 2017. The cost 
and other details are still being planned. Those interested 
in learning more about this opportunity can reach Dr. 
Howell at james@mpumc.org.

NEW INTERSECTION, TRIP TO ISRAEL



A YOUNG ADULTS THANKSGIVING…

#GiveDifferently

Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, January 31, 
11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel.
Rev. Matt Rawle, renowned theologian and author of  The Faith 
of  a Mockingbird and other books, will talk with us about the 
theological and social ramifications of  Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird (and also a little with Go Set a Watchman). This will 
be the first in a year-long series called the Pastor’s Book Club: 
Dr. Howell will recommend a book for all of  us to read, 
and then discuss with him or an outside expert.

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Howell will converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke 
on the origin and meaning of  Black Spirituals – and Dr. 
Burke’s Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals.

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall or 
Sanctuary.
Dr. Ben Witherington, renowned New Testament scholar, 
prolific author and child of  our church, returns to teach 
on Paul’s Doctrine of  Reconciliation. Why do we need to 
be reconciled to God? How did Jesus achieve this for us? 
And how then do we live?

Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Christena Cleveland, professor of  the Practice of  
Reconciliation at Duke Divinity School and author of  
Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep us 
Apart, will share her dual perspective as a sociologist and 
theologian on why we suffer divisions in the church on 
issues like race, homosexuality, and politics, and how we 
might understand, love and come together as one Body.

• A growing group of  church laity continue pursuing 
racial reconciliation, including holding Pass The Peace 
dinner conversations with members of  St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church, youth and police. To get 
involved, reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

RECONCILIATION WITH GOD AND OTHERS...

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Kevin Stuart Williams, son of  Susan Moore’s friend, Pat 
Williams, who died on November 4, 2016. David Johnson, father 
of  Eric Johnson and grandfather of  Katherine Johnson, who 
died on November 15, 2016.

Babies
Brooks Samuel Truscello, son of  Whitney and Matt Truscello, 
grandson of  Bob and Sue Truscello and great-grandson of  
Barbara Truscello, born on November 4, 2016. Willow Stone 
Mogensen, daughter of  Laurel and Dan Mogensen, sister of  

Ellis Hayes Mogensen, granddaughter of  Tobie and Bob 
Holberton, niece of  Shannon and Lance Townsend, Eric 
Holberton and Brian Holberton and cousin of  Easton 
Townsend and Gage Townsend, born on November 10, 2016. 
Maisie Adair Witter, daughter of  Laura and Ryder Witter, 
sister of  Eliza Witter, granddaughter of  Patti Gossett, great-
granddaughter of  Joyce Gossett, niece of  Graham Witter and 
great-niece of  Jean Gossett and Cathy and Rob Dow, born on 
November 17, 2016.

Weddings
Molly Carlberg and Nathan Arledge, married on November 19, 
2016, at the church.

Left: Mallory, Michael and baby Maci Pearl Fiery.

“God’s Word, In My Life” offers the writer a chance to share a Bible 
verse and its meaning in his or her life. Here, in this season of  steward-
ship, church member Betsy Scott reflects on words from The Book of  
Common Prayer. All who have not done so are asked to fill out and 
return their Estimate of  Giving card or make a financial commitment 
to the work of  the church in 2017 at www.myersparkumc.org/give. 
Commitments to the #GiveDifferently effort are due by December 1, 
including to the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach. The goal there is $1 
million. Look soon for a special full-color magazine celebrating a year 
of  outreach at Myers Park United Methodist Church, mailed to homes 
and available around the campus.

As a child growing up, a frequent line in our family prayer 
was “to be mindful of  the needs of  others,” which comes 
from The Book of  Common Prayer. What does it mean to be 
mindful of  the needs of  others? For our family, it means 

participating in Stop 
Hunger Now, purchas-
ing Christmas gifts 
for the Jubilee Store 
and teaching Sunday 
School. It also means 
evaluating our finan-
cial pledge each year. We ask ourselves “How can we do more 
this year?  How can we give more?” We know that God calls us to 
be mindful of  other people and to serve others in the world. 
That’s not possible without our thoughtfulness and generosi-
ty. In a world filled with so much need, we must dig deeper to 
make and honor our financial commitments to the church, to 
renew our generosity, to be mindful of  the needs of  others.

God’s Word, In My Life
‘TO BE MINDFUL OF 

THE NEEDS OF OTHERS’

Continued From Front...

On the weekend of  November 19, young 
adults were busy celebrating Thanksgiving 
together and working on a service proj-
ect. Some 30 young adults – couples and 
their children – attended the Agape Sunday 
School class Thanksgiving dinner at the 
home of  Lindsay and Peter Stewart. The 
next day, another 30 or so enjoyed dinner 
at the home of  Director of  Young Adults 
Jessica Stevens and her husband, David. At 
this gathering, the group assembled wooden 
stable kits to be used at Children’s Minis-
tries’ Breakfast With Mary, where proceeds 

benefit Sedgefield Elementary School. The 
Agape class, consisting mostly of  young 
adult couples with or without children, 
meets in Room 262 upstairs in the Youth 
Building at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays. To learn 
more, reach Lindsay Stewart at lindsaycan-
nadystewart@gmail.com. Young Adults 
Ministry offers many opportunities for 
service and social activity. The next event is 
a flag football game with potluck dinner on 
Saturday, December 17. Interested? Reach 
Jessica Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

Above: Meredith Hardison, Katherine Jones, Betsy Buse,  
Carolyn Mayer and Susan Shirer.



SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
• 9:00 a.m. children ages four through second grade and 

their parents enjoy Breakfast With Mary in Jubilee Hall with 
breakfast, music, a story, a visit with Mary and creating 
Nativity figures.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
• 2:00 p.m., annual KinderMourn Holiday Memorial Service 

in the Sanctuary for those who have lost a child. Dr. Howell 
will speak. The bereaved will light candles.

• 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., Music Ministries’ Christmas concerts 
at First United Methodist, 510 N. Tryon St. It’s free. You 
don’t need a ticket. Shuttle buses run from 4:15 to 9:00 p.m. 
between the two churches. Free parking beside the uptown 
church. More than 200 performers will participate in the 
popular musical celebration. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
• 6:00 p.m., United Methodist Women host a dinner program 

open to all, Heaven Came Down, in Jubilee Hall with a 
performance by sand artist Gary Shockley and a buffet-style 
meal for $10, payable at the door. Child care is available by 
reservation. For reservations by noon December 2, call 704-
376-5520 (option one) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
• 4:00 p.m., Kneeling at the Manger in Jubilee Hall. Children are 

invited to come dressed as their favorite Nativity character. 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
• 6:30 p.m., Service Of  Hope And Consolation in Francis 

Chapel for those struggling with a loss. Candles will be lit.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
• 11:00 a.m., restorative yoga with candlelight with Dr. 

Melanie Dobson in Room 031 in the Snyder Building. Open 
to all. Details: 704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
• 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary.

• 8:45 a.m., Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall, Christmas In 
Word & Song: A Contemporary Service of  Lessons & Carols.

• 6:00 p.m., Youth Ministries’ Moravian Love Feast in the 
Sanctuary with buns, spiced tea, beeswax candles and music.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
• 10:30 a.m., Adults Plus! hosts A Sinatra Christmas Experience 

with entertainer Francis Nazarro. Christmas lunch (turkey 
and dressing and more) follows at noon for $5. All ages are 
welcome. For reservations by noon December 20, call 704-
376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22
• 11:00 a.m., restorative yoga with candlelight with Dr. 

Melanie Dobson in Room 031 in the Snyder Building. Open 
to all. Details: 704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org.

 
 

The Advent Journey

Continued On Other Side...

Dr. Howell prays over the elements during a Christmas Eve Communion service last year.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service in Jubilee Hall.

• 3:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service with a Nativity 
tableau in the Sanctuary.

• 4:30 p.m., Celebration contemporary service in Jubilee Hall 
with Church In The Round band and leaders.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight with a Nativity tableau in 
the Sanctuary.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion in the 
Sanctuary.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion in the 
Sanctuary.

• The 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services will be livestreamed at 
www.myersparkumc.org.

• No nursery or worship care on Christmas Eve.

• The Christmas Eve offering will go to our Sedgefield 
Elementary and Middle school partnerships, and partners 
in Haiti. Make out a check to the church with Christmas Eve 
offering on the memo line.

• Worshipers are encouraged to drop off  food items for 
Loaves & Fishes in the Parish Life lobby bin.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
• 11:00 a.m., one service in the Sanctuary. No nursery or 

worship care.

MONDAY - TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26-27
• Church closed. Call 704-376-8584 to follow the prompts to 

the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1
• 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. combined contemporary/

traditional services in the Sanctuary. There is no nursery or 
worship care on this day.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
• 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., Epiphany Party for Grades K-2. 

Donations of  baby items will go to Florence Crittenton 
Services.

THIS AND THAT
• Children’s Ministries’ devotional, God’s Love is Given Birth!, 

with prayers and children’s artwork, is around campus. One 
per family, please.  

• Youth Ministries has been selling Christmas trees and 
wreaths. Pick up orders in the Hopedale parking lot 5:00 to 
8:00 p.m. December 1, noon to 8:00 p.m. December 2 and 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. December 3. December 1 is Family 
Fun Night, with Hubee D’s food truck, Advent wreath-
making ($15) and more.

• The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life 
lobby will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
December 3, and 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, 
December 10 and 17. Sales support outreach.

• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of  a loved one? Reserve a poinsettia for $14 at www.
myersparkumc.org. Deadline is December 5 for listing in 
worship bulletins for Lessons and Carols on December 18. 
Questions? Reach Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of  a loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door for 
$30 or inside the Sanctuary for $50. Place an order at www.
myersparkumc.org. Deadline is December 5 for listing in 
Lessons and Carols on December 18. Questions? Reach Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Good to know during the busy Advent season: The Sunday 
shuttle bus runs continuously from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 
Radcliffe Avenue. Tell your friends, neighbors and Sunday 
School classmates about it.

The Advent Journey...
Continued From Other Side....



A YOUNG ADULTS THANKSGIVING…

#GiveDifferently

Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, January 31, 
11:00 a.m., Francis Chapel.
Rev. Matt Rawle, renowned theologian and author of  The Faith 
of  a Mockingbird and other books, will talk with us about the 
theological and social ramifications of  Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird (and also a little with Go Set a Watchman). This will 
be the first in a year-long series called the Pastor’s Book Club: 
Dr. Howell will recommend a book for all of  us to read, 
and then discuss with him or an outside expert.

Sunday, February 12, 4:00 p.m., Sanctuary.
Dr. Howell will converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke 
on the origin and meaning of  Black Spirituals – and Dr. 
Burke’s Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals.

Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall or 
Sanctuary.
Dr. Ben Witherington, renowned New Testament scholar, 
prolific author and child of  our church, returns to teach 
on Paul’s Doctrine of  Reconciliation. Why do we need to 
be reconciled to God? How did Jesus achieve this for us? 
And how then do we live?

Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Christena Cleveland, professor of  the Practice of  
Reconciliation at Duke Divinity School and author of  
Disunity in Christ: Uncovering the Hidden Forces that Keep us 
Apart, will share her dual perspective as a sociologist and 
theologian on why we suffer divisions in the church on 
issues like race, homosexuality, and politics, and how we 
might understand, love and come together as one Body.

• A growing group of  church laity continue pursuing 
racial reconciliation, including holding Pass The Peace 
dinner conversations with members of  St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church, youth and police. To get 
involved, reach Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

RECONCILIATION WITH GOD AND OTHERS...

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Kevin Stuart Williams, son of  Susan Moore’s friend, Pat 
Williams, who died on November 4, 2016. David Johnson, father 
of  Eric Johnson and grandfather of  Katherine Johnson, who 
died on November 15, 2016.

Babies
Brooks Samuel Truscello, son of  Whitney and Matt Truscello, 
grandson of  Bob and Sue Truscello and great-grandson of  
Barbara Truscello, born on November 4, 2016. Willow Stone 
Mogensen, daughter of  Laurel and Dan Mogensen, sister of  

Ellis Hayes Mogensen, granddaughter of  Tobie and Bob 
Holberton, niece of  Shannon and Lance Townsend, Eric 
Holberton and Brian Holberton and cousin of  Easton 
Townsend and Gage Townsend, born on November 10, 2016. 
Maisie Adair Witter, daughter of  Laura and Ryder Witter, 
sister of  Eliza Witter, granddaughter of  Patti Gossett, great-
granddaughter of  Joyce Gossett, niece of  Graham Witter and 
great-niece of  Jean Gossett and Cathy and Rob Dow, born on 
November 17, 2016.

Weddings
Molly Carlberg and Nathan Arledge, married on November 19, 
2016, at the church.

Left: Mallory, Michael and baby Maci Pearl Fiery.

“God’s Word, In My Life” offers the writer a chance to share a Bible 
verse and its meaning in his or her life. Here, in this season of  steward-
ship, church member Betsy Scott reflects on words from The Book of  
Common Prayer. All who have not done so are asked to fill out and 
return their Estimate of  Giving card or make a financial commitment 
to the work of  the church in 2017 at www.myersparkumc.org/give. 
Commitments to the #GiveDifferently effort are due by December 1, 
including to the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach. The goal there is $1 
million. Look soon for a special full-color magazine celebrating a year 
of  outreach at Myers Park United Methodist Church, mailed to homes 
and available around the campus.

As a child growing up, a frequent line in our family prayer 
was “to be mindful of  the needs of  others,” which comes 
from The Book of  Common Prayer. What does it mean to be 
mindful of  the needs of  others? For our family, it means 

participating in Stop 
Hunger Now, purchas-
ing Christmas gifts 
for the Jubilee Store 
and teaching Sunday 
School. It also means 
evaluating our finan-
cial pledge each year. We ask ourselves “How can we do more 
this year?  How can we give more?” We know that God calls us to 
be mindful of  other people and to serve others in the world. 
That’s not possible without our thoughtfulness and generosi-
ty. In a world filled with so much need, we must dig deeper to 
make and honor our financial commitments to the church, to 
renew our generosity, to be mindful of  the needs of  others.

God’s Word, In My Life
‘TO BE MINDFUL OF 

THE NEEDS OF OTHERS’

Continued From Front...

On the weekend of  November 19, young 
adults were busy celebrating Thanksgiving 
together and working on a service proj-
ect. Some 30 young adults – couples and 
their children – attended the Agape Sunday 
School class Thanksgiving dinner at the 
home of  Lindsay and Peter Stewart. The 
next day, another 30 or so enjoyed dinner 
at the home of  Director of  Young Adults 
Jessica Stevens and her husband, David. At 
this gathering, the group assembled wooden 
stable kits to be used at Children’s Minis-
tries’ Breakfast With Mary, where proceeds 

benefit Sedgefield Elementary School. The 
Agape class, consisting mostly of  young 
adult couples with or without children, 
meets in Room 262 upstairs in the Youth 
Building at 9:45 a.m. on Sundays. To learn 
more, reach Lindsay Stewart at lindsaycan-
nadystewart@gmail.com. Young Adults 
Ministry offers many opportunities for 
service and social activity. The next event is 
a flag football game with potluck dinner on 
Saturday, December 17. Interested? Reach 
Jessica Stevens at jessica@mpumc.org.

Above: Meredith Hardison, Katherine Jones, Betsy Buse,  
Carolyn Mayer and Susan Shirer.



Amid the prayers expressed in many 
faiths, each one beautiful, one image 

stood out at MeckMin’s annual interfaith 
Thanksgiving service the other night. It 
came early in the service at Providence 
Baptist Church, shared by Dr. Rodney 

Sadler, a seminary 
professor whose faith 
calls him to try to 
make peace in these 
turbulent times.

A common table. Let 
us climb out of  our 
silos of  class, color 
and culture, he told 
the gathering of  900, 
and gather around a 
common table, not 

just to share a meal at Thanksgiving, but to 
share this good earth that we must work to 
make better.

A common table.

We come into this season of  gratitude and 
gifts on unsteady feet, rocked by recent 

riots, divided by the election, wondering 
how blacks and whites, rich and poor 
and people of  different faiths can come 
together. Here at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, our faith stirs us to ask 
hard questions and seek elusive answers. 
We’ve been at it ever since gunfire rang out 
in a Charleston church. Early next year, as 
the story on this page shares, we’ll explore 
the issue from a variety of  dimensions, 
seeking what Dr. Howell calls “this joy 
of  living a reconciled life with God and 
others.”

There’s work to be done.

But at Charlotte’s annual Thanksgiving 
service that united so many of  us in song 
and prayer, we got a glimpse of  what could 
be if  we find a way out of  our silos, to the 
place where we belong.

At a common table.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

A Conversation on Faith
A COMMON TABLE

Ken Garfield

Six programs in January and February will 
deepen the churchwide conversation sparked 
by these days of  unrest, and a yearning to do 
something about it. The theme, Dr. Howell 
says, is Reconciliation With God And Others.

Details of  the series:

Monday, January 9, 7:00 p.m.,  
Jubilee Hall.
Dr. Howell, and a couple of  surprise 
guests, will share their Favorite Bible 
Stories About Healing, Forgiveness And 
Reconciliation – and why they might bring 
hope and richer relationships to us.

Tuesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m.,  
Jubilee Hall.
Rev. Brenda Tapia, founder of  Davidson 
College’s Love of  Learning program, will 
lead us in Everything You Wanted To 
Know About Black People, But Were 
Afraid To Ask. She will answer anonymous 
questions, frankly, theologically, and with 
good humor, to help us understand our 
African-American brothers and sisters. 
 
 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY:
RECONCILIATION 

WITH GOD AND OTHERS
“The whole Christian message is about the possibility and 

wonder of  being reconciled to God, and then how we 
live that out with other people. Especially during these 
times of  division among people, and cynicism about 
God, this joy of  living a reconciled life with God and 

others is more important than ever.”

• Dr. James C. Howell

Please turn inside for 
the calendar of  Advent 
opportunities, including 
the Christmas Eve 
schedule of  six services 
at 1:00, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00, 
8:00 and 11:00 p.m. The 
calendar is also at www.
myersparkumc.org/advent. 
Inside today’s Cornerstone 
you will also find a special 
insert sharing outreach 
opportunities this holiday 
season at Myers Park 
United Methodist Church. 
And in this season of  
stewardship, turn inside 
for church member 
Betsy Scott’s reflection 
on God’s word in her 
life, and what it means to 
#GiveDifferently.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• A tender tradition continued as church volunteers served 
the annual Thanksgiving feast to The Trinity’s Table 
lunch bunch at South Tryon Community Church. Some 
125 enjoyed the free meal of  turkey and fixings, served 
up by these volunteers: Liz Wicker, Hal Carnes, Tonia 
Fuller, Linda Serrett, Harriette Thompson, Joanne Hardy, 
Mary Farel, Margaret Thames, Jan Sharar, Katherine Clay, 
Joy Poe, Rabbit and Smallwood.

• The last issue of  the Cornerstone celebrated the new 
Stephen Ministers commissioned to serve as one-on-one 
lay counselors/encouragers/listeners. Alas, one Stephen 
Minister was left out: Welcome, Martha Allen, to the 
ranks of  the caregivers.

• In the new Where Are They Now? feature updating the 
congregation on former staffers, let’s catch up with 

former World Outreach/Involvement Ministry Assistant 
Jami Smith. Current staffer Christine Mull writes: “Jami 
Smith Cairnes checked in from Seattle, Washington, 
where she lives now with husband Ryan. Jami is Project 
Coordinator at Mercer Island Center for the Arts. She 
began as Office Administrator and was promoted to 
managing an 18-member board, meeting with city 
officials and running the office as the group works to 
raise $25 million to build a performing arts center. Not 
bad for a kid who started out at Myers Park United 
Methodist sorting mail and running copies. Jami credits 
Linda Edwardsen, saying, ‘Sometimes I felt she was too 
particular, but I really miss her bookkeeping systems. The 
accounting systems I set up are based on hers.’”

A THANKSGIVING FEAST, NEW STEPHEN MINISTER

Continued Inside...

• Extra copies of  the latest Intersection magazine with 
church member Albert Dulin’s magnificent cover shot 
of  a single handbell are available around the campus. 
Director of  Communications Ken Garfield has some 
extras, too. The Winter issue celebrates the handbells and 
Sandra Eubanks, the church’s Sedgefield connection, the 
Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach, staffer Melissa McGill’s 
essay on the mission trip to Brazil, the spectacular 
autumn of  Jack Davidson and more.

• Parish Nurse Susan Mobley is considering forming a 
short-term Caregiver Support Group in January, to offer 
fellowship and dialogue to those caring for a loved one. 
Interested? Reach her at 704-295-4836 or smobley@
mpumc.org.

• A mission team will travel to Costa Rica April 8-15 to 
work with various mission projects. To learn more, attend 
a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, December 8, in Francis 
Chapel; reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 
704-295-4816; or visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• Dr. Howell and Rev. Parker Haynes have announced early 
plans to lead a trip to Israel May 16-26, 2017. The cost 
and other details are still being planned. Those interested 
in learning more about this opportunity can reach Dr. 
Howell at james@mpumc.org.

NEW INTERSECTION, TRIP TO ISRAEL




