
Church member Thom Sumner put his carpentry skills to work 
creating the beautiful new cross that hangs for all to see in 

Jubilee Hall. The cross measures eight feet long and four feet wide. 
Thom, who has shared his carpentry and other 
skills with the church for years, cut the cross from 
rough-sawn cypress, then sanded, stained and 
finished it with six coats of  lacquer. The entire 
process, he estimates, took around 35 hours of  
work. “As I now look at the finished product every 
Sunday, I just feel warm inside with a cross back 
hanging overlooking the  congregation reminding 
everyone of  what the cross means to us all.”

A CROSS FOR JUBILEE HALL

What does it mean to give? 

That’s a good question, especially in 
this season of  stewardship when we ask 
you (more than once, alas) to financially 

support the work 
of  the church. You 
know the drill. Make 
your commitment to 
the #GiveDifferently 
campaign at www.
myersparkumc.
org/give or fill out 
and return your 
Estimate of  Giving 
card by December 1. 
Remember to support 

the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach. Our goal 
there is $1 million.

That said, what does it mean to really, truly, 
completely give, not just with your money but 
with every bit of  your heart and soul?

Church member Beth Cory is overseeing 
the Jubilee Store this Christmas, helping 
Charlotte Family Housing folks shop 
for their kids in a church classroom 
transformed into a mini-Target. This year’s 
Jubilee Store is December 9-10. Sign up 
to fill one of  the 175 volunteer slots at 
www.CFHJubileeStore.org – wrapping 
gifts, providing refreshments, cleaning up 
afterward and more. Trust me, it will add 
new meaning to your holiday season.

Honestly, it would be easy for Beth to look 
the other way. She already teaches fourth-
grade Sunday School. She works part-time 
in IT at Duke Energy. She and her husband, 
Cannon, have two daughters – Alex, 12, 
and Meredith, 10. In her frantic world, 
who could blame Beth if  she couldn’t 
find the time to help some strangers from 

the other side of  town experience the joy 
of  Christmas? But instead, Beth brushes 
aside the call of  carpools and errands to 
answer a more powerful call. An IT sort 
of  person (no offense intended!), she’s got 
Jubilee Store spreadsheets all over the place. 
Their girls help keep track of  inventory. 
Cannon fills the garage with ball caps and 
sweatshirts that he’s certain Charlotte 
Family Housing kids will love unwrapping 
on Christmas morning.

If  the question is what it looks like to really, 
truly, completely give, the answer is before us.

“For me,” Beth says, “it’s really about 
coming together as a church and a family 
and realizing there are more things that 
connect us than separate us.  It’s about 
realizing how grateful we are to be able to 
do something like this….to give back to 
people.”

Since the S word (stewardship) did come 
up in conversation, Beth admits they fill 
out and turn in their Estimate of  Giving 
card, then usually wait until the last minute 
to actually meet their commitment. “We’re 
the people who probably get on everyone’s 
nerves,” she says sheepishly.

But there those words are again. Really, truly, 
completely…

The Corys typically give more than they 
pledge.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

A Conversation on Faith
‘IT’S REALLY ABOUT 
COMING TOGETHER’

#GiveDifferently

Ken Garfield

Over the next several 
weeks, across all of  
our communications 
platforms, we’ll 
celebrate the season 
of  stewardship called 
#GiveDifferently. Yes, 
“celebrate,” for this is 
about more than asking 
for your financial support 
for the 2017 operating 
budget and Jubilee Plus! 
fund for outreach. It’s 
about lifting up the work 
we do and the love we 
share. It’s about telling 
our stories of  giving and 
goodness, singing God’s 
praises, and thanking 
Him for the opportunity 
to heal the hurts of  this 
broken world. 
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• Several programs in January and February will tackle 
racial reconciliation and social justice. At 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, January 9, Dr. Howell will consider the Bible’s 
most moving stories of  healing and hope. At 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 17, Rev. Brenda Tapia will explore 
“Everything You Wanted To Know About Black People 
But Were Afraid To Ask.” At 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 
30, an informal monthly book club will look at Harper 
Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a Watchman. At 
4:00 p.m. Sunday, February 12, the Winston-Salem State 
University Choir will visit for a program on Negro 
spirituals. At 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 15, Bible 
scholar Dr. Ben Witherington will discuss Paul’s doctrine 
of  reconciliation. Details are coming soon. 
 

• At an informal lunch with church members interested 
in the cause, Dr. Howell shared that senior clergy at the 
Myers Park churches are discussing how to become one 
voice as they seek to come “alongside the best initiatives 
in the city.”

• Two MeckMin programs: Molly Barker, who founded 
the Red Boot Coalition to promote “honest sharing 
and compassionate listening,” will speak at 11:45 a.m. 
Thursday, November 17, at Covenant Presbyterian. The 
annual Citywide Interfaith Thanksgiving service is at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 22, at Providence Baptist. 
Details are at www.meckmin.org.

• Want to join the Pass The Peace dinner conversations with 
members of  the largely African American St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church, youth and police? Reach Ron 
Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

AFTER THE UNREST: SEVERAL GATHERINGS



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

November 16, 2016
• SUPPORT FOR CAREGIVERS Parish Nurse Susan Mobley 

is considering forming a short-term Caregiver Support Group in 
January, to meet for six to eight weeks, seeking to offer fellowship 
and dialogue to those caring for a loved one. To learn more, reach 
her at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• MISSION: COSTA RICA Join the mission team April 8-15. To 
learn more, attend a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, December 8, 
in Francis Chapel, reach Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge at 
704-295-4816 or visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• MISSION: HAITI A mission team heads to Bayonnais, Haiti, 
on March 8-15 to help with medical and construction needs after 
Hurricane Matthew. To learn more, reach Steve Breckenridge at 
704-231-1138 or sbreckenridge@carolina.rr.com. The church 
outreach to Haiti is supported by Jubilee Plus! Make a commitment 
to the second-mile fund at www.myersparkumc.org/give.

• COFFEE TALK FOR PARENTS Parents are invited to 
Youth Ministries’ Coffee Talk at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, November 
20, in Jubilee Hall as church member Michelle Vigor leads a 
conversation on communicating with your teen.

• WOMEN’S RETREAT Registration continues for the 
11th annual Women’s Retreat February 10-12, 2017, at 
Caraway Conference Center near Asheboro. Sign up at www.
myersparkumc.org/women. The theme is Joy: Knowing, Being, 
Giving. It’ll be led by Rev. Sarah Kalish of  First United 
Methodist in Wadesboro. Cost is $185 for double occupancy.

• MEDICARE D COUNSELING Church members Nick 
Beard, Ron Knape, Jan Nomina and Bill Spier are offering 
one-on-one counseling on Medicare prescription drug plans 
Mondays through Thursdays in the Church Library (Room 
111) in the Parish Life Building through December 6. They’ll 
hold meetings between 9:00 a.m. and noon. It’s important to 
reevaluate your plan each year. For an  appointment, reach 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25
• 11:00 a.m., one service in the Sanctuary. No nursery or 

worship care.

MONDAY, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26-27
• Church closed. Call 704-376-8584 to follow the prompts to 

the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1
• 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. combined contemporary/traditional 

services in the Sanctuary. No nursery or worship care.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
• 3:00 to 4:30 p.m., Epiphany Party for Grades K-2. Donations 

of  baby items go to Florence Crittenton Services.

THIS AND THAT
• There is no Myers Park community Thanksgiving service.

• Children’s Ministries’ devotional, God’s Love is Given Birth!, with 
children’s artwork, around campus. One per family.  

• Youth Ministries is selling Christmas trees and wreaths. Place 
orders Sunday mornings in November in the 

Parish Life Building lobby or at www.myersparkumc.org. 
Pick up orders in the Hopedale parking lot 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
December 1, noon to 8:00 p.m. December 2 and 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. December 3. December 1 is Family Fun Night, with 
Hubee D’s food truck, Advent wreath-making ($15) and more.

• The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby 
will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, December 
3, and 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday, December 10 and 17. 
Sales support outreach.

• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a loved 
one? Reserve a poinsettia for $14 at www.myersparkumc.org. 
Deadline is December 5 for listing in worship bulletins for 
Lessons and Carols on December 18. Questions? Reach Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of  a loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door for 
$30 or inside the Sanctuary for $50. Place an order at www.
myersparkumc.org. Deadline is December 5 for listing in 
Lessons and Carols on December 18. Questions? Reach Peg 

Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

The Advent Journey...
Continued From Other Side....



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16
• During the H.O.T. Wednesday meal that starts at 5:30 p.m., a 

small gift will be handed out as all share in a brief  Centering 
Prayer for Advent. For a reservation, e-mail hotwednesday@
mpumc.org.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., UMAR Holiday Arts Sale in Jubilee 

Hall, featuring pottery, jewelry, scarves and more made by 
UMAR artists. The sale benefits the agency that works with the 
developmentally disabled. Details: www.umarinfo.com.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20
• 4:30 p.m., Young Adults Ministry (singles, couples and families) 

Thanksgiving celebration. RSVP to jessica@mpumc.org.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22
• 7:00 p.m., MeckMin’s Citywide Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

at Providence Baptist, 4921 Randolph Road.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23
• 1:00 p.m., church closes. Church is also closed Thursday and 

Friday, November 24-25. Call 704-376-8584 to follow the 
prompts to the pastor on call.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
• 9:00 a.m. children ages four through second grade and their 

parents are invited to Breakfast With Mary in Jubilee Hall with 
breakfast, music, a story, a visit with Mary and creating Nativity 
figures. Registration at $5 per person closes November 18 or 
when it sells out. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/children. 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
• 2:00 p.m., KinderMourn Holiday Memorial Service in the 

Sanctuary for those who have lost a child. Dr. Howell will 
speak.

• 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., Music Ministries’ Christmas concerts at 
First United Methodist, 510 N. Tryon St. It’s free. You don’t 
need a ticket. Shuttle buses run from 4:15 to 9:00 p.m. between 
the two churches. Free parking beside the uptown church.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
• 6:00 p.m., United Methodist Women host a dinner program 

open to all, Heaven Came Down, in Jubilee Hall with sand artist 
Gary Shockley and a buffet-style meal for $10, payable at the 
door. For reservations by noon December 2, call 704-376-5520 
(option one) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
• 4:00 p.m., Kneeling at the Manger in Jubilee Hall. Children are 

invited to come dressed as their favorite Nativity character.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
• 6:30 p.m., Service Of  Hope And Consolation in Francis Chapel 

for those struggling with a loss.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
• 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary.
• 8:45 a.m., Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall, Christmas In 

Word & Song: A Contemporary Service of  Lessons & Carols.
• 6:00 p.m., Youth Ministries’ Moravian Love Feast in the 

Sanctuary with buns, spiced tea, beeswax candles and music.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
• 10:30 a.m., Adults Plus! hosts A Sinatra Christmas Experience 

with entertainer Francis Nazarro. Christmas lunch (turkey 
and dressing and more) follows at noon for $5. All ages are 
welcome. For reservations by noon December 20, call 704-376-
5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service in Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service with a Nativity tableau 

in the Sanctuary.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration contemporary service in Jubilee Hall 

with Church In The Round band and leaders.
• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight with a Nativity tableau in the 

Sanctuary.
• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion in the Sanctuary.
• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion in the Sanctuary.
• The 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services will be livestreamed at www.

myersparkumc.org.
• No nursery or worship care on Christmas Eve.
• The Christmas Eve offering will go to our Sedgefield 

Elementary and Middle school partnerships, and partners in 
Haiti. Make out a check to the church with Christmas Eve offering 
on the memo line.

• Worshipers are encouraged to drop off  food items for Loaves 
& Fishes in the Parish Life lobby bin. 
 

 

The Advent Journey

Continued On Other Side...

Outreach Opportunities
• Alternative Gift Market: Honor someone with a gift to a 

ministry in their name. Shop at www.myersparkumc.org/
serve. The market will be open from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 4, 11 and 18, in the Parish Life lobby.

• Jubilee Store: Help Charlotte Family Housing families shop 
for Christmas. Trees filled with gift requests are outside 
Jubilee Hall and in the Parish Life lobby. Unwrapped gifts 
are due back by December 4. The store will be open 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Friday, December 9, and 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. Saturday, December 10. Want to help? Visit www.
CFHJubileeStore.org or reach Beth Cory at beth.cory@
duke-energy.com.

• Pies for Sedgefield: Bake a homemade pie for teachers 
and staff  at Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools. Pies 
are due back to the Missions Office on December 18 or 19. 
Sign up to bake one at www.MPUMCSchoolMinistries.org.

• Christmas Bureau: Fill 150 stockings for Salvation Army 
Christmas Bureau. Pick up stockings and instructions at the 
Missions and Children’s Ministries offices in late November.

• Look for a special outreach insert in the November 30 issue 
of  the Cornerstone and at www.myersparkumc.org.



FROM OUR CHILDREN TO AFRICA, 
AN OFFERING OF LOVE

CHURCH BUDGET, PLANNED GIVING, 
STEPHEN MINISTERS

Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin shares a 
unique ministry supported by the children of  our church.

At a recent worship readiness workshop I led for chil-
dren at our church, one child asked, “Where does our 
offering go?” 

Our church as a whole has a number of  beneficiaries 
of  our generous offerings. But many in our congrega-
tion do not know that Children’s Ministries supports a 
global outreach program through children’s offerings 
given at Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. With 
Providence United Methodist, we are Hope Companion 
partners with ZOE. Founded as a mission of  the N.C. 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church, ZOE 
was known as the Zimbabwe Orphans Endeavor. It pro-
vided orphans with food, medical care and educational 
help. Over time, the focus changed. ZOE moved from 
relief  work into a program addressing challenges faced 
by children in poverty: Food insecurity, disease preven-
tion, vocational training and more. 

Orphans in Kenya, Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Malawi 
can become part of  this program, preparing for a 
self-sufficient lifestyle in which they become business 
owners, community leaders, even adoptive parents of  
other orphans. The first group of  orphans we commit-
ted to support has graduated from ZOE. We’ve decided 
to support another group of  orphans with the offerings 
given by our children, and with our prayers. This is an 
annual commitment of  $7,500 raised through Children’s 
Ministries offerings and events like selling doggie treats 
made by our elementary-age children. Our contributions 
help support 36 households and a total of  114 children 
from Kenya. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Susan D. Phillips, niece of  Ruby Sparks, who died on October 
30, 2016. Elizabeth Echerd Thomas, sister of  Robert Thomas, 
aunt of  Laurie Davis and great-aunt of  Susan and Sarah Davis, 
who died on October 30, 2016. Mary Spencer Sonneborn, mother 
of  Madeline Scharfenstein, who died on November 5, 2016.

Babies
Lucy Eleanor Dudley, daughter of  Emily and Evan Dudley, niece 
of  Krissy and Jarrid Danburg and cousin of  Lenna Danburg, 

born on August 22, 2016. Laurette “Laurie” Katherine Gaither, 
daughter of  Shanley Anne and Chris Gaither, sister of  Henry 
Gaither and granddaughter of  Kip and Carole Kiser, born 
on September 30, 2016. Jackson “Cole” Hough, son of  Jenni 
and Michael Hough and brother of  Miles Hough, born on 
October 27, 2016.

Weddings
Meredith Anne Pinson and Scott Morris Browder, married on 
November 5, 2016, at the church. Hannah Wright and Jake 
McCaslin, married on November 12, 2016, at the church.

Children making cards for ZOE Ministries. Photo by Melanie Dobson.

Church member Laurie Anne Walden, a veterinarian who moonlights 
as a Cornerstone contributor, celebrates our Cherub Choir.

The Cherub Choir for kindergarteners is all about movement 
and fun. At a recent rehearsal, 23 children in costume – most 
were headed to the Phantom of  the Organ concert afterward 
– jumped to the beat of  a drum, played voice games and 
enjoyed spending time together.

Director (and church member) Josh Wald led the superhe-
roes and princesses in group favorites Herman the Worm and 
No More Pie before moving on to the classic Hallelu, Hallelu 
(Praise Ye the Lord). Considering how excited everyone was to 
be in costume, rehearsal remained reasonably calm.

The children clearly enjoy choir rehearsal. Emily Caldwell, 5 
(almost 6), likes Mr. Toodle best. That’s the slide whistle that 
plays tunes for the children to mimic (and vice versa). When 
asked her favorite part of  choir, Madison Powell, age 6, is all 
business. “Singing,” he says.

The point of  Cherub Choir is not to perform for an audi-
ence. “This is all exploratory fun in a safe environment,” Josh 
says. Learning to feel the beat and to use your voice in differ-
ent ways are building blocks for future musical development. 
 
 

Along the way, the children learn some little life lessons:

• It’s fun to whisper a shout.

• Songs work best when everybody starts at the same time.

• It’s hard to sing with a name tag in your mouth.

The children do get to sing for others in low-stress environ-
ments like H.O.T. Wednesday supper. The next chance to see 
the Cherub Choir (probably not in Halloween costumes) is 
at the Kneeling at the Manger service at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
December 11, in Jubilee Hall.

CELEBRATING THE CHERUB CHOIR. 
YOU SING BETTER IF YOU TAKE YOUR 

NAME TAG OUT OF YOUR MOUTH.

Members of  the Cherub Choir in costume for Phantom of  the Organ. 
Photo by Melissa McGill.

• Church business news: The 2017 operating budget has 
been set at $5,511,243 – down 1.95 percent from the 
2016 budget. Through October 31, the operating deficit 
stands at $576,543, which is actually far better than last 
year’s deficit at this time. Church members are encour-
aged to honor their pledges, and to give, as they are able. 
A positive number: Giving through October 31 stands at 
$3,595,119, which is ahead of  giving at this time last year. 
Among the many devoted lay leaders, Michelle Vigor is 
the new chair of  the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
in 2017, succeeding Kate Maynard. At the last Admin-
istrative Board meeting, Kate shared that the position 
of  Minister of  Worship and the Arts remains open after 
Rev. Ellen Robison’s departure. Kate praised Director of  
Music Jimmy Jones and Executive Assistant Peg Brough-
ton for their work helping plan worship.

• One more business note: For instructions on making 
stock donations, contact church staffer Linda Edwardsen 
at 704-295-4842 or ledwardsen@mpumc.org.

• A colorful brochure lifting up the importance of  planned 
giving and the Wesley Foundation is around the church, 

including in the Sanctuary narthex and reading racks 
in the Parish Life Building lobby. A planned gift to the 
church goes to the Foundation, which focuses on pre-
serving the church campus and also outreach. Details: 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
jhorstman@mpumc.org. The brochure, which includes a 
tear-off  return card for those wanting more information, 
will be mailed to congregants in January with a letter 
from Dr. Howell.

• Eleven new Stephen Ministers at church have been 
commissioned to serve as one-on-one lay counselors/
encouragers/listeners. The new Stephen Ministers – each 
of  whom finished 50 hours of  training, attended two 
retreats and learned the importance of   confidentiality 
– are Scott McKnight, John Snyder, Charles Lloyd, Dick 
Hagemeyer, Bill Griffin, Barbara Barden, Martha Lambie, 
Linda Hagemeyer, Charla Seif, Cindy Pitesa and Portia 
Bellamy. Those dealing with a loss or other life challenge 
who would like to meet with a Stephen Minister can 
reach Miriam Bundy at Miriam.bundy@gmail.com.

Our Children’s Ministries supports the global outreach program ZOE. 
Photo courtesy of  ZOE.
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Rev. Ellen Robison’s departure. Kate praised Director of  
Music Jimmy Jones and Executive Assistant Peg Brough-
ton for their work helping plan worship.

• One more business note: For instructions on making 
stock donations, contact church staffer Linda Edwardsen 
at 704-295-4842 or ledwardsen@mpumc.org.

• A colorful brochure lifting up the importance of  planned 
giving and the Wesley Foundation is around the church, 

including in the Sanctuary narthex and reading racks 
in the Parish Life Building lobby. A planned gift to the 
church goes to the Foundation, which focuses on pre-
serving the church campus and also outreach. Details: 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
jhorstman@mpumc.org. The brochure, which includes a 
tear-off  return card for those wanting more information, 
will be mailed to congregants in January with a letter 
from Dr. Howell.

• Eleven new Stephen Ministers at church have been 
commissioned to serve as one-on-one lay counselors/
encouragers/listeners. The new Stephen Ministers – each 
of  whom finished 50 hours of  training, attended two 
retreats and learned the importance of   confidentiality 
– are Scott McKnight, John Snyder, Charles Lloyd, Dick 
Hagemeyer, Bill Griffin, Barbara Barden, Martha Lambie, 
Linda Hagemeyer, Charla Seif, Cindy Pitesa and Portia 
Bellamy. Those dealing with a loss or other life challenge 
who would like to meet with a Stephen Minister can 
reach Miriam Bundy at Miriam.bundy@gmail.com.

Our Children’s Ministries supports the global outreach program ZOE. 
Photo courtesy of  ZOE.



Church member Thom Sumner put his carpentry skills to work 
creating the beautiful new cross that hangs for all to see in 

Jubilee Hall. The cross measures eight feet long and four feet wide. 
Thom, who has shared his carpentry and other 
skills with the church for years, cut the cross from 
rough-sawn cypress, then sanded, stained and 
finished it with six coats of  lacquer. The entire 
process, he estimates, took around 35 hours of  
work. “As I now look at the finished product every 
Sunday, I just feel warm inside with a cross back 
hanging overlooking the  congregation reminding 
everyone of  what the cross means to us all.”

A CROSS FOR JUBILEE HALL

What does it mean to give? 

That’s a good question, especially in 
this season of  stewardship when we ask 
you (more than once, alas) to financially 

support the work 
of  the church. You 
know the drill. Make 
your commitment to 
the #GiveDifferently 
campaign at www.
myersparkumc.
org/give or fill out 
and return your 
Estimate of  Giving 
card by December 1. 
Remember to support 

the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach. Our goal 
there is $1 million.

That said, what does it mean to really, truly, 
completely give, not just with your money but 
with every bit of  your heart and soul?

Church member Beth Cory is overseeing 
the Jubilee Store this Christmas, helping 
Charlotte Family Housing folks shop 
for their kids in a church classroom 
transformed into a mini-Target. This year’s 
Jubilee Store is December 9-10. Sign up 
to fill one of  the 175 volunteer slots at 
www.CFHJubileeStore.org – wrapping 
gifts, providing refreshments, cleaning up 
afterward and more. Trust me, it will add 
new meaning to your holiday season.

Honestly, it would be easy for Beth to look 
the other way. She already teaches fourth-
grade Sunday School. She works part-time 
in IT at Duke Energy. She and her husband, 
Cannon, have two daughters – Alex, 12, 
and Meredith, 10. In her frantic world, 
who could blame Beth if  she couldn’t 
find the time to help some strangers from 

the other side of  town experience the joy 
of  Christmas? But instead, Beth brushes 
aside the call of  carpools and errands to 
answer a more powerful call. An IT sort 
of  person (no offense intended!), she’s got 
Jubilee Store spreadsheets all over the place. 
Their girls help keep track of  inventory. 
Cannon fills the garage with ball caps and 
sweatshirts that he’s certain Charlotte 
Family Housing kids will love unwrapping 
on Christmas morning.

If  the question is what it looks like to really, 
truly, completely give, the answer is before us.

“For me,” Beth says, “it’s really about 
coming together as a church and a family 
and realizing there are more things that 
connect us than separate us.  It’s about 
realizing how grateful we are to be able to 
do something like this….to give back to 
people.”

Since the S word (stewardship) did come 
up in conversation, Beth admits they fill 
out and turn in their Estimate of  Giving 
card, then usually wait until the last minute 
to actually meet their commitment. “We’re 
the people who probably get on everyone’s 
nerves,” she says sheepishly.

But there those words are again. Really, truly, 
completely…

The Corys typically give more than they 
pledge.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

A Conversation on Faith
‘IT’S REALLY ABOUT 
COMING TOGETHER’

#GiveDifferently

Ken Garfield

Over the next several 
weeks, across all of  
our communications 
platforms, we’ll 
celebrate the season 
of  stewardship called 
#GiveDifferently. Yes, 
“celebrate,” for this is 
about more than asking 
for your financial support 
for the 2017 operating 
budget and Jubilee Plus! 
fund for outreach. It’s 
about lifting up the work 
we do and the love we 
share. It’s about telling 
our stories of  giving and 
goodness, singing God’s 
praises, and thanking 
Him for the opportunity 
to heal the hurts of  this 
broken world. 
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

• Several programs in January and February will tackle 
racial reconciliation and social justice. At 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, January 9, Dr. Howell will consider the Bible’s 
most moving stories of  healing and hope. At 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 17, Rev. Brenda Tapia will explore 
“Everything You Wanted To Know About Black People 
But Were Afraid To Ask.” At 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 
30, an informal monthly book club will look at Harper 
Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a Watchman. At 
4:00 p.m. Sunday, February 12, the Winston-Salem State 
University Choir will visit for a program on Negro 
spirituals. At 7:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 15, Bible 
scholar Dr. Ben Witherington will discuss Paul’s doctrine 
of  reconciliation. Details are coming soon. 
 

• At an informal lunch with church members interested 
in the cause, Dr. Howell shared that senior clergy at the 
Myers Park churches are discussing how to become one 
voice as they seek to come “alongside the best initiatives 
in the city.”

• Two MeckMin programs: Molly Barker, who founded 
the Red Boot Coalition to promote “honest sharing 
and compassionate listening,” will speak at 11:45 a.m. 
Thursday, November 17, at Covenant Presbyterian. The 
annual Citywide Interfaith Thanksgiving service is at 
7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 22, at Providence Baptist. 
Details are at www.meckmin.org.

• Want to join the Pass The Peace dinner conversations with 
members of  the largely African American St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church, youth and police? Reach Ron 
Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

AFTER THE UNREST: SEVERAL GATHERINGS



FROM OUR CHILDREN TO AFRICA, 
AN OFFERING OF LOVE

CHURCH BUDGET, PLANNED GIVING, 
STEPHEN MINISTERS

Assistant Director of  Children’s Ministries Heidi Giffin shares a 
unique ministry supported by the children of  our church.

At a recent worship readiness workshop I led for chil-
dren at our church, one child asked, “Where does our 
offering go?” 

Our church as a whole has a number of  beneficiaries 
of  our generous offerings. But many in our congrega-
tion do not know that Children’s Ministries supports a 
global outreach program through children’s offerings 
given at Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. With 
Providence United Methodist, we are Hope Companion 
partners with ZOE. Founded as a mission of  the N.C. 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church, ZOE 
was known as the Zimbabwe Orphans Endeavor. It pro-
vided orphans with food, medical care and educational 
help. Over time, the focus changed. ZOE moved from 
relief  work into a program addressing challenges faced 
by children in poverty: Food insecurity, disease preven-
tion, vocational training and more. 

Orphans in Kenya, Zimbabwe, Rwanda and Malawi 
can become part of  this program, preparing for a 
self-sufficient lifestyle in which they become business 
owners, community leaders, even adoptive parents of  
other orphans. The first group of  orphans we commit-
ted to support has graduated from ZOE. We’ve decided 
to support another group of  orphans with the offerings 
given by our children, and with our prayers. This is an 
annual commitment of  $7,500 raised through Children’s 
Ministries offerings and events like selling doggie treats 
made by our elementary-age children. Our contributions 
help support 36 households and a total of  114 children 
from Kenya. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Susan D. Phillips, niece of  Ruby Sparks, who died on October 
30, 2016. Elizabeth Echerd Thomas, sister of  Robert Thomas, 
aunt of  Laurie Davis and great-aunt of  Susan and Sarah Davis, 
who died on October 30, 2016. Mary Spencer Sonneborn, mother 
of  Madeline Scharfenstein, who died on November 5, 2016.

Babies
Lucy Eleanor Dudley, daughter of  Emily and Evan Dudley, niece 
of  Krissy and Jarrid Danburg and cousin of  Lenna Danburg, 

born on August 22, 2016. Laurette “Laurie” Katherine Gaither, 
daughter of  Shanley Anne and Chris Gaither, sister of  Henry 
Gaither and granddaughter of  Kip and Carole Kiser, born 
on September 30, 2016. Jackson “Cole” Hough, son of  Jenni 
and Michael Hough and brother of  Miles Hough, born on 
October 27, 2016.

Weddings
Meredith Anne Pinson and Scott Morris Browder, married on 
November 5, 2016, at the church. Hannah Wright and Jake 
McCaslin, married on November 12, 2016, at the church.

Children making cards for ZOE Ministries. Photo by Melanie Dobson.

Church member Laurie Anne Walden, a veterinarian who moonlights 
as a Cornerstone contributor, celebrates our Cherub Choir.

The Cherub Choir for kindergarteners is all about movement 
and fun. At a recent rehearsal, 23 children in costume – most 
were headed to the Phantom of  the Organ concert afterward 
– jumped to the beat of  a drum, played voice games and 
enjoyed spending time together.

Director (and church member) Josh Wald led the superhe-
roes and princesses in group favorites Herman the Worm and 
No More Pie before moving on to the classic Hallelu, Hallelu 
(Praise Ye the Lord). Considering how excited everyone was to 
be in costume, rehearsal remained reasonably calm.

The children clearly enjoy choir rehearsal. Emily Caldwell, 5 
(almost 6), likes Mr. Toodle best. That’s the slide whistle that 
plays tunes for the children to mimic (and vice versa). When 
asked her favorite part of  choir, Madison Powell, age 6, is all 
business. “Singing,” he says.

The point of  Cherub Choir is not to perform for an audi-
ence. “This is all exploratory fun in a safe environment,” Josh 
says. Learning to feel the beat and to use your voice in differ-
ent ways are building blocks for future musical development. 
 
 

Along the way, the children learn some little life lessons:

• It’s fun to whisper a shout.

• Songs work best when everybody starts at the same time.

• It’s hard to sing with a name tag in your mouth.

The children do get to sing for others in low-stress environ-
ments like H.O.T. Wednesday supper. The next chance to see 
the Cherub Choir (probably not in Halloween costumes) is 
at the Kneeling at the Manger service at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, 
December 11, in Jubilee Hall.

CELEBRATING THE CHERUB CHOIR. 
YOU SING BETTER IF YOU TAKE YOUR 

NAME TAG OUT OF YOUR MOUTH.

Members of  the Cherub Choir in costume for Phantom of  the Organ. 
Photo by Melissa McGill.

• Church business news: The 2017 operating budget has 
been set at $5,511,243 – down 1.95 percent from the 
2016 budget. Through October 31, the operating deficit 
stands at $576,543, which is actually far better than last 
year’s deficit at this time. Church members are encour-
aged to honor their pledges, and to give, as they are able. 
A positive number: Giving through October 31 stands at 
$3,595,119, which is ahead of  giving at this time last year. 
Among the many devoted lay leaders, Michelle Vigor is 
the new chair of  the Staff-Parish Relations Committee 
in 2017, succeeding Kate Maynard. At the last Admin-
istrative Board meeting, Kate shared that the position 
of  Minister of  Worship and the Arts remains open after 
Rev. Ellen Robison’s departure. Kate praised Director of  
Music Jimmy Jones and Executive Assistant Peg Brough-
ton for their work helping plan worship.

• One more business note: For instructions on making 
stock donations, contact church staffer Linda Edwardsen 
at 704-295-4842 or ledwardsen@mpumc.org.

• A colorful brochure lifting up the importance of  planned 
giving and the Wesley Foundation is around the church, 

including in the Sanctuary narthex and reading racks 
in the Parish Life Building lobby. A planned gift to the 
church goes to the Foundation, which focuses on pre-
serving the church campus and also outreach. Details: 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
jhorstman@mpumc.org. The brochure, which includes a 
tear-off  return card for those wanting more information, 
will be mailed to congregants in January with a letter 
from Dr. Howell.

• Eleven new Stephen Ministers at church have been 
commissioned to serve as one-on-one lay counselors/
encouragers/listeners. The new Stephen Ministers – each 
of  whom finished 50 hours of  training, attended two 
retreats and learned the importance of   confidentiality 
– are Scott McKnight, John Snyder, Charles Lloyd, Dick 
Hagemeyer, Bill Griffin, Barbara Barden, Martha Lambie, 
Linda Hagemeyer, Charla Seif, Cindy Pitesa and Portia 
Bellamy. Those dealing with a loss or other life challenge 
who would like to meet with a Stephen Minister can 
reach Miriam Bundy at Miriam.bundy@gmail.com.

Our Children’s Ministries supports the global outreach program ZOE. 
Photo courtesy of  ZOE.




