
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 
 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

December 18, 2016 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

Introit 

Sure On This Shining Night Morten Lauridsen 

Sure on this shining night of star-made shadows round, 

kindness must watch for me this side the ground. 

 

The late year lies down the north. All is healed, all is health. 

High summer holds the earth. Hearts are whole. 

 

Sure on this shining night 

I weep for wonder wandering far alone of shadows on the stars. 
 

 Lighting of the Advent Candle  

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. 

We await the coming of the Christ Child who comes in love. 

Love for the unexpected challenge, 

Love for the vulnerable one, 

Love for all the children of God. 

Come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 



 Processional Carol No. 240  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing MENDELSSOHN 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

 
 The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 

 
 Gloria Patri No. 238 (refrain)  GLORIA 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Bidding Prayer   

 

The Lord’s Prayer   

 

THE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 
 

The First Lesson Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 

Offering  

Personént Hodie Lara Hoggard 

On this day earth shall ring with the song 

children sing to the Lord, Christ our King, 

born on earth to save us; him the Father gave us. 

Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo!  (Therefore, glory to God in the highest!) 



 

His the doom, ours the mirth; 

when he came down to earth, Bethlehem saw his birth; 

ox and ass beside him from the cold would hide him. 

 

God’s bright star, over his head, wise men three to him led; 

kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, 

praise him and adore him. 

 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 

praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to save us. 

 
 Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication and Gift Blessing  

 

 The Second Lesson Luke 1:26-35, 38 

 

 Congregation Carol No. 238  

 Angels We Have Heard on High arr. Todd Wilson 

 Women: Angels we have heard on high  

sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 

All: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

Men: Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be  

which inspire your heavenly song?  

All: Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

 

All: Come to Bethlehem and see 

Christ whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee, 

Christ the Lord, the newborn King 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 



 

All: See him in a manger laid, 

whom the choirs of angels praise; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 

while our hearts in love we raise. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

 The Third Lesson Luke 2:1-7 

 

 Anthem  

 Sir Christèmas William Mathias 

 Nowell. Who is there that singeth so, Nowell? 

I am here, Sir Christèmas. Welcome, my lord Sir Christèmas! 

Welcome to all, both more and less, come near. Nowell! 

 

Dieu vous garde, beaux sieurs, (God keep you, handsome gentlemen,) 

tidings I you bring: a maid hath borne a child full young, 

which causeth you to sing: Nowell! 

 

Christ is now born of a pure maid; in an oxstall he is laid, 

wherefore sing we at a brayde (in a moment): Nowell! 

 

Buvez bien par toute la compagnie. (Drink well to the whole company.) 

Make good cheer and be right merry, and sing with us now joyfully:  Nowell! 

 

 The Fourth Lesson Luke 2:8-16 

 

Homily  

 



 Congregational Carol  

 God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen arr. Stuart Forster 

 All: God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay, 

for Jesus Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day,  

to save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone astray: 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;   

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Choir: From God our Heavenly Father a blessed angel came, 

and unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same,  

how that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;   

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Men: The shepherds at those tidings rejoicèd much in mind,  

and left their flocks afeeding in tempest, storm, and wind,  

and went to Bethlehem straight-way, this blessed babe to find. 

All: O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;   

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

Women: But when to Bethlehem they came, where-at this infant lay, 

they found him in a manger, where oxen feed on hay;   

his mother Mary, kneeling, unto the Lord did pray. 

All: O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;   

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

All: Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,  

and with true love and charity each other now embrace;   

this holy tide of Christmas all others doth efface. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;   

O tidings of comfort and joy. 

 

 The Fifth Lesson Matthew 2:1-11 

 



 Congregational Carol  

 We Three Kings arr. Tom Trenney & Jeremy Bankson  

 Choir: We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse a-far,  

field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.   

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Men:  Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain;   

gold I bring to crown him again,  

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. 

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Women: Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh;   

prayer and praising, voices raising, worshiping God on high. 

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Choir: Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume  

breathes a life of gathering gloom;  

sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone cold tomb. 

All: O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

All: Glorious now, behold him arise;  King and God and sacrifice:   

Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. 

O, star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright,  

westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

 The Sixth Lesson John 1:1-14 

 



 Congregational Carol No. 234  

 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

     Refrain: O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him,  

     O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord.  

 

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,  

Lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; (Refrain) 

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain) 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response   

“Hallelujah” from Messiah George Frideric Handel 

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah! 

The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom 

 of our Lord and of his Christ; 

And he shall reign for ever and ever. 

King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah! 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

Puer Nobis Nascitur David N. Johnson 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 
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WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister  


LITURGIST 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Minister of Missions 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

da Capo Brass 

Chancel Choir 

Chamber Singers
 

ADVENT WREATH CANDLELIGHTERS 

Doug, Laura, Meredith, & Emily Caldwell (8:30) 

Ron, Courtney, Shelby, Alex, & Davis Eliasek (9:45) 

Dennis & Lynn Soter (11:00) 


GIFT BLESSING 

Kathryn Zello, David Rankin (8:30) 

Sallie Scott, Clara Lowery (9:45) 

Aubrey Weikel, Claire Cole (11:00) 
 

CRUCIFERS 

Trent Mulligan (8:30), Grace Gach (9:45), William Gourlay (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Hayden Plyler and Micah Wilson (8:30) 

Hall Ashford and Jack Rothacker (9:45) 

James Gourlay and Anna Davis (11:00) 
 

BIBLE CARRIERS 

Kate Herring (8:30), Will Rothacker (9:45), Eliza Davis (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us in this beautiful 

season of Advent. If you’re just getting to know us, we are a community that 

welcomes people from all walks of life. Any staff member, usher or church 

member is glad to answer questions, or share directions. Check out the Guest 

Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop 

by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for resources so 

you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a complimentary 

drink tumbler at the front desk, in the Sanctuary narthex and by the Jubilee Hall 

door. To learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, reach Rev. 

Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org. The next Discover Myers Park class to 

learn more about our church is at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, January 8, in the Parish Life 

Building lobby. 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

BLESSING OF THE GIFTS Today, on the fourth Sunday in Advent, we bless 

the gifts that our church members have purchased for the Angel Tree. The third-

grade Sunday School class led by their teachers – David Cameron, Alison and 

Patrick Boyle, Louisa Fisher, Trish Moody and Jeannette McCoy – have written 

the prayer that they will offer during our worship services this morning. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST TODAY 

Our annual Moravian Love Feast hosted by church youth will be at 6:00 p.m. today 

in the Sanctuary with buns, spiced tea, beeswax candles and music. Please join us 

for this warm and wonderful tradition. 

 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org


CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE During this busy Advent season, remember, the 

Sunday shuttle bus service runs continuously from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between 

the church and Myers Park Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn 

Avenue, so you don’t have to hunt for a parking space.  

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
#GIVEDIFFERENTLY This is the time of year we collect Estimate Of Giving 

cards, which are so helpful to us in planning and projecting appropriately for 

spending in 2017. If you can, give prayerful thought to this, and return your card 

this week. If you don’t have one, let us know. You can also make an estimate of 

giving at www.myersparkumc.org/give.  

END OF YEAR GIVING Thank you for your generosity. Your contribution must 

be received by the church or postmarked by December 31, 2016. Checks can be 

placed in the offering plate, mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207 or 

dropped off at the church by noon on Friday, December 30. Details: Executive 

Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org. You can also 

give at www.myersparkumc.org/give.  

A SINATRA CHRISTMAS EXPERIENCE Adults Plus! invites all to A Sinatra 

Christmas Experience at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, December 21, in Jubilee Hall 

featuring entertainer Francis Nazarro. Christmas lunch (turkey and dressing and 

more) follows at noon for $5. All ages are welcome. For reservations by noon 

December 20, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org. 

RESTORATIVE YOGA Please join Dr. Melanie Dobson at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, 

December 22, in Room 031 in the Snyder Building for restorative yoga with 

candlelight. All are welcome. 
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GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

RECONCILIATION WITH GOD AND OTHERS 

Join us for a series of programs in January and February that will deepen the 

community conversation and continue our focus on reconciliation in these 

challenging times. Please make note: 

    Monday, January 9, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell and guests will 

share their Favorite Bible Stories About Healing, Forgiveness And 

Reconciliation, with reflection on why they matter today and can be 

transformative. 

    Tuesday, January 17, at 7 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Rev. Brenda Tapia, who founded 

Davidson College’s Love of Learning program, will lead us in Everything You 

Wanted To Know About Black People But Were Afraid To Ask. She will 

answer anonymous questions theologically, and with good humor. 

    Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, January 31, at 11:00 a.m. in 

Francis Chapel, Rev. Matt Rawle, author of The Faith of a Mockingbird and other 

books, will talk about Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. This is the first in a 

series that Dr. Howell is calling the Pastor’s Book Club. Each month, we will 

have a book you can read, and come together at month’s end for discussion. 

   Sunday, February 12, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, Dr. Howell will converse 

with D’Walla Simmons Burke on Black Spirituals, their origin and social and 

theological meaning. The Winston-Salem State choir will sing spirituals for us. 

    Wednesday, February 15, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, New Testament scholar 

Dr. Ben Witherington will teach on Paul’s Doctrine of Reconciliation. 

    Monday, February 27, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Christena Cleveland of 

Duke Divinity School will share her dual perspective as a sociologist and 

theologian on Why We Suffer Divisions In The Church, And How We Might 

Come Together As One Body. 

  For child care, RSVP to jwentz@mpumc.org. The programs with Rev. Matt 

Rawle and Dr. Christena Cleveland are sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-Fellowship 

Sunday School, whose eagerness to explore important issues and engage in 

excellent teaching and content is a blessing to us all. 

 

FOUNDATION You are invited to Foundation – an exploration of the basics of 

the Bible, church history, theology, Methodism and Christian practices. The class 

will combine discussion, teaching and practices such as prayer and Bible study. 

Classes will be from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from January 8 to February 19 (no 

class on February 5). To sign up by January 2, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. 

mailto:jwentz@mpumc.org
http://www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups


SERVING OTHERS… 
LEARN ABOUT THE 100K DREAM Make plans to attend a spaghetti dinner at 

6:00 p.m. Monday, January 23, in Jubilee Hall as we introduce The 100K Dream – 

a project challenging us to deepen relationships with the Charlotte community and 

beyond in 2017 by devoting 100,000 hours as a congregation in ministry with 

others. The dinner is $5, payable at the door. Make a reservation by January 13 at 

100kdream@mpumc.org. Learn more about this unique project in a special 

magazine celebrating missions at Myers Park United Methodist Church. 

MISSON: REYNOSA, MEXICO Calling all college students, we are bound for 

Reynosa, Mexico, May 21-27 to serve with our sisters and brothers of Faith 

Ministry. Interested? Join Rev. Nathan Arledge for lunch at 12:30 p.m. today at 

Cantina 1511 at Park Road Shopping Center. No RSVP needed. Questions: Reach 

Nathan at nathan@mpumc.org. 

MISSION: ARMENIA If you’re interested in going to the town of Berdzor in 

Armenia August 12-24 to work with Project AGAPE, please attend a meeting at 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 11, in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. Dr. 

Howell and Rev. Nathan Arledge will be part of the team. To learn more, reach 

Jack Hankins at jchankins24@gmail.com or Lynn Hankins at 

lynnhankins@gmail.com or visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve. 

PARTNER SCHOOLS It’s not too late to bake homemade pies for teachers and 

staff at Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools. Bring your pies that do not 

need refrigeration to the Missions Office by Monday afternoon. 

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET Honor a loved one by donating to a mission 

through the Alternative Gift Market. Place an order at www.mpumcagm.org. 

Today is the last morning help will be in the Parish Life lobby. 

URBAN MINISTRY Make sandwiches for Urban Ministry Center from 9:00 to 

10:00 a.m. Monday, December 19, in Jubilee Hall. Questions? Reach Martha 

Abbey at 704-264-6892. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE AND MORE 

 1:00 p.m., Jazz service in Jubilee Hall. 

 3:00 p.m. Carols & Candlelight service with a Nativity tableau in the 

Sanctuary. 

 4:30 p.m., Celebration contemporary service in Jubilee Hall with Church 

In The Round band and leaders. 

 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight with a Nativity tableau in the Sanctuary. 

 8:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion in the Sanctuary. 

 11:00 p.m., Candlelight & Holy Communion in the Sanctuary. 

mailto:100kdream@mpumc.org
mailto:nathan@mpumc.org
mailto:jchankins24@gmail.com
mailto:lynnhankins@gmail.com
http://www.myersparkumc.org/serve
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 The 6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. services will be livestreamed at 

www.myersparkumc.org. 

 There is no nursery or worship care on Christmas Eve. 

 The Christmas Eve offering will go to our Sedgefield Elementary and 

Middle school partnerships, and partners in Haiti. Make out a check to 

the church with Christmas Eve offering on the memo line. 

 Please drop off food items for Loaves & Fishes in the Parish Life lobby 

bin. 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25 

11:00 a.m., one service in the Sanctuary. No nursery or worship care. 

 

MONDAY AND TUESDAY, DECEMBER 26-27 

The Church is closed. Please call 704-376-8584 to follow the prompts to the pastor 

on call. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 

http://www.myersparkumc.org/

