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Saint John the Apostle 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

January 1, 2017 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

 

WE GATHER 
 

 Gathering Music   

   

 

 Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

 Passing of the Peace  

 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 



 Introit  

 Mighty to Save Laura Story 

 

 Call to Worship from Isaiah 60 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

The brightness of God’s light shines upon all the nations. 

All are welcomed to the brightness of God’s dawn. 

God gathers us from far away and carries us. 

With radiant eyes, with rejoicing hearts, 

   we receive the abundance God gives. 

We respond in praise. 

With our gifts, with our very selves, we worship God. 

 
 Opening Hymn No. 245  

The First Noel THE FIRST NOEL 

 

 
Gloria Patri No. 238 (refrain) GLORIA 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
 

Prayer of Confession  

God of justice, we confess that our actions are evil 

   whenever we remain passive while others are oppressed; 

   whenever we guard our own prosperity  

   at the expense of those who are poor; 

   or when we ignore the cries of those in need of help 

   forgive us, we pray, for hiding in the darkness of this world     

   more than loving the light of your righteousness made known   

   to us in Jesus Christ. 

We pray in the name of Christ, our Light.  Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00)  

 

The Creed No. 881 The Apostles’ Creed 



 Congregational Response (11:00)  
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

   with this water God has sealed you  

   unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Gospel Reading John 1:1-14 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  

 

 Prayers of the People  

 After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

 Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,  

 People: Hear our prayer.  

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring J.S. Bach 

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, 

Holy wisdom, Love most bright, 

Where by Thee our souls aspiring, 

Soar to uncreated light. 

 

Word of God, our flesh that fashion’d, 

With the fire of life impassion’d, 

Striving, still to Truth unknown, 

Soaring, dying round Thy throne. 

 



 Doxology VENI EMMANUEL 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn   

Go Tell It On The Mountain  

All: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

Soloist: While shepherds kept their watching over silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens there shone a holy light. 

All: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

Men: The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth, 

Rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth. 

All: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

Women: Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born 

And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  

All: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 

 
 Benediction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Carol No. 246 (stanzas 1 and 4)  

Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  

Let earth receive her King; 

   let every heart prepare him room,  

   and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  

   and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  

   and makes the nations prove  

   the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

   and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
 Closing Voluntary  
 Praeludium in C, BuxWV 137 Dietrich Buxtehude 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

 

PREACHER 
Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister 



LITURGIST 
Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 

 
MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 
Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Dr. Jennifer Hough, Church in the Round Music Director 
Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 

Margaret Carpenter Haigh, soprano 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 
 

________________________________________________________________ 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. Every 

blessing for the new year to you and yours. If you’re just getting to know us, we 

are a community that welcomes people from all walks of life. Any staff member, 

usher or church member is glad to answer questions, or share directions. Check out 

the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the 

Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building 

for resources so you can get to know us better. New guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in the Sanctuary narthex and by the 

Jubilee Hall door. To learn more about the life of the church, and perhaps join, 

reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org. The next Discover Myers Park 

class to learn about our church is at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, January 8, in the Parish 

Life Building lobby. 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of baptism 

at the 11:00 a.m. service is Nolen Elliott DeWeese, son of Amanda and David 

DeWeese. 

THE FLOWERS IN THE NARTHEX are given to the glory of God and in 

celebration of the wedding of Catharine Elizabeth Boyte and Benjamin Noel 

Roberts on Friday at the church, and in loving memory of the bride and groom’s 

grandparents. 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS! The gift shop in the Parish Life lobby, where sales 

support outreach, is open today from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  

WANT TO PROVIDE ALTAR FLOWERS? If you would like to provide altar 

flowers in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact Peg Broughton at 

peg@mpumc.org. Available dates: January 8 and 29 and February 5. 

#GIVEDIFFERENTLY We are finishing up collecting Estimate Of Giving cards, 

which are so helpful to us in planning appropriately for spending in 2017. Please 

fill out and return your card if you have not done so. You can also make an 

estimate of giving to our #GiveDifferently campaign and the Jubilee Plus! fund for 

outreach at www.myersparkumc.org/give.  

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
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DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
CHURCH CLOSED MONDAY The church is closed Monday, January 2. Call 

704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 

BE A GREETER Greeters are being recruited to welcome folks on Sunday 

morning, help newcomers find their way and generally make our church as warm 

and welcoming as possible. All ages are welcome. Training is set for 4:00 to 6:00 

p.m. Sunday, January 8, in the Parish Life Building basement. Reach Rob 

Dellibovi or Julie Patrick at robertandjulieann@gmail.com. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY See you January 11, 2017, for the next H.O.T. Wednesday 

meal and fellowship. 

FOCUS ON HEALTH A six-week course focusing on the importance of faith, 

food, fitness, focus and friends will be Mondays from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

starting January 23 in Room 107 of the Parish Life Building. Parish Nurse Susan 

Mobley and health coach Shelley Butler will teach the course, based on pastor 

Rick Warren’s book and related program. The Daniel Plan is a healthy lifestyle 

based on biblical principles. The class is limited to 17. To sign up or learn more, 

reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 
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GROWING IN FAITH… 
 

BEGINNING JANUARY 9: 

RECONCILIATION WITH GOD AND OTHERS 

Join us for a series of programs starting Monday, January 9, that will deepen the 

community conversation and continue our focus on reconciliation in these 

challenging times. Please make note: 

 Monday, January 9, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell and guests will 

share their Favorite Bible Stories About Healing, Forgiveness And 

Reconciliation, with reflection on why they matter today and can be 

transformative. 

 Tuesday, January 17, at 7 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Rev. Brenda Tapia, who 

founded Davidson College’s Love of Learning program, will lead us in 

Everything You Wanted To Know About Black People But Were Afraid 

To Ask. She will answer anonymous questions theologically, and with good 

humor. 

 Monday, January 30, at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, January 31, at 11:00 a.m. in 

Francis Chapel, Rev. Matt Rawle, author of The Faith of a Mockingbird and 

other books, will talk about Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. This is the 

first in a series that Dr. Howell is calling the Pastor’s Book Club. Each 

month, we will have a book you can read, and come together at month’s end 

for discussion. 

 Sunday, February 12, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, Dr. Howell will 

converse with D’Walla Simmons Burke on Black Spirituals, their origin 

and social and theological meaning. The Winston-Salem State choir will 

sing spirituals for us. 

 Wednesday, February 15, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, New Testament 

scholar Dr. Ben Witherington will teach on Paul’s Doctrine of 

Reconciliation. 

 Monday, February 27, at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Christena Cleveland 

of Duke Divinity School will share her dual perspective as a sociologist and 

theologian on Why We Suffer Divisions In The Church, And How We 

Might Come Together As One Body. 

 For child care, RSVP to jwentz@mpumc.org. The programs with Rev. Matt 

Rawle and Dr. Christena Cleveland are sponsored by the Snyder-Fisher-

Fellowship Sunday School class, whose eagerness to explore important 

issues is a blessing to us all. Invite a friend! 
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WANT TO GO TO ISRAEL? Dr. Howell and Rev. Parker Haynes are planning a 

trip to Israel May 16-26, 2017. The cost and other details are still being worked 

out. Interested? Reach Dr. Howell at james@mpumc.org. 

FOUNDATION You are invited to Foundation – an exploration of the basics of 

the Bible, church history, theology, Methodism and Christian practices. The class 

will combine discussion, teaching and practices such as prayer and Bible study. 

Classes will be from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sundays from January 8 to February 19 (no 

class on February 5). Clergy will rotate teaching leadership through the six weeks 

of lessons on The Bible, Story Of The Church, Theology, Practices, Service and 

Story Of Methodism. To sign up by January 2, visit www.myersparkumc.org/small-

groups. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 
LEARN ABOUT THE 100K DREAM Make plans to attend a spaghetti dinner at 

6:00 p.m. Monday, January 23, in Jubilee Hall as we introduce The 100K Dream – 

a project challenging us to deepen relationships with the Charlotte community and 

beyond in 2017 by devoting 100,000 hours as a congregation in ministry with 

others. Make a reservation by January 13 at 100kdream@mpumc.org. The dinner 

is $5, payable at the door with a $20 maximum for families. Children three and 

under are free. For child care for infants through fifth grade, e-mail 

jwentz@mpumc.org. We’ll feed the children that evening. 

COSTA RICA Sign up today for our mission trip to Costa Rica April 8-15 to 

work with missionary Wil Bailey. The team will do construction and build 

relationships. Questions? Reach team leaders Thom Sumner at 704-962-6091 or 

thomsum@bellsouth.net or Tachi Dellinger at 704-578-1561 or 

fdellinger001@carolina.rr.com or visit www.myersparkumc.org/missions. 

MISSION: ARMENIA If you’re interested in going to the town of Berdzor in 

Armenia August 12-24 to work with Project AGAPE, please attend a meeting at 

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 11, in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. Dr. 

Howell and Rev. Nathan Arledge will be part of the team. We’ll continue building 

relationships with people whose lives have been impacted by the breakup of the 

Soviet Union, earthquakes and regional conflict, and also explore some of the 

oldest Christian sites outside of the Middle East. To learn more, reach Jack 

Hankins at jchankins24@gmail.com or Lynn Hankins at lynnhankins@gmail.com 

or visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve. 

MISSION: HAITI Join our mission team traveling to Bayonnais, Haiti, March 8-

15 to work with mission partner OFCB and the surrounding community. Details: 

Steve Breckenridge at 704-231-1138 or sbreckenridge@carolina.rr.com or Sandy 

Hieronymus at 704-545-6910 or sandyh46@aol.com. Our work in Haiti is 
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supported by the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach. Give to the fund at 

www.myersparkumc.org/give. 

MISSON: REYNOSA, MEXICO Calling all college students, we are bound for 

Reynosa, Mexico, May 21-27 to serve with our sisters and brothers of Faith 

Ministry. Interested? Reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org. 

THANK YOU! We want to thank everyone who supported the Alternative Gift 

Market during Advent, which raised more than $12,000 for worthy missions. And 

a thank you as well to all who participated in the partnership with Sedgefield 

Elementary and Middle schools, including reading with a student, serving as a 

lunch buddy/mentor, providing weekly teacher assistance and more. To learn about 

this growing partnership, reach Kitty Bauknight at kbauknight@me.com or Lisa 

Howell at lisaruns@icloud.com. 

 

 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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