
Church members Dr. John Clarkson and Beverley Shull, chairs of  
the Planned Giving Ministry Task Force, share news of  an upcoming 
program focused on young families but open, of  course, to all.

Early last year, the Wesley Trust of  Myers Park United 
Methodist agreed to focus on educating the congregation 
about the importance of  planned giving to the economic 
future of  the Church. Long the linchpin of  endowment sup-
port for nonprofits, planned giving is less common among 
churches. But as our congregation seeks to serve God in 
new ways, planned giving is a key to our continued success.

A group of  church members and staff  has been meet-
ing regularly with Charlotte’s Chris McLeod. An expert in 
planned giving for nonprofits, she has served as our consul-
tant. The Planned Giving Ministry Task Force is working to 
educate the community about the benefits of  planned giving 

to individuals and the congregation.

Our first program – Advice For Parents: Preparing For The 
Unexpected – is 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 24, in Room 105 
in the Parish Life Building. Speaking will be attorney Sydney 
Warren, experienced in estate planning; financial planner 
Courtenay Miller; and Ashley Gilbert, widowed at a young 
age with one child. The three church members will speak 
from their own experiences as they share the importance 
of  writing a will, guardianship and getting your affairs in 
order. Q&A is planned. For child care, e-mail Julie Wentz at 
jwentz@mpumc.org.

To learn more about how to make a planned gift to the church, reach 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org.

‘ADVICE FOR PARENTS’ (AND OTHERS) 
PROGRAM SET FOR OCTOBER 24

By Ken Garfield

In continuing pursuit of  reconciliation:

• A dozen church members met to 
brainstorm ideas to advance the cause. 
Dr. Howell shared that reconciliation 
will be the theme for church programs 
in January and February. Among the 
suggestions: A gathering to address and 
deflate stereotypes, entitled Everything 
You Wanted To Know About Black People 
But Were Afraid To Ask; a program on 
the deeper meaning of  Negro spirituals; 
a book club; movie club; Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. observances, perhaps 
a meal with members of  the largely 
African-American St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church. Minister of  Missions 
Nathan Arledge shared that a Sunday 

School class is looking to partner with 
the new Renaissance West community 
on West Boulevard to offer residents 
rides to Walmart and the grocery. The 
group acknowledged the challenge in 
confronting the implicit and explicit 
bias that many feel toward what one 
participant called “the hard work of  
reconciliation.” To join the effort, reach 
Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com. 
A group of  50 laity that Dr. Howell 
brought together to pursue social justice 
initiatives is also weighing its options.

• A Pass The Peace effort has begun, 
bringing together for a meal and 
conversation members of  our church, 
St. Mark’s United Methodist and police 
officers. To participate, reach Rebecca 
Grant at jandrgrant@gmail.com.  

AFTER THE UNREST: 
THE WORK UNFOLDSA new feature in each edition of the Cornerstone will celebrate Jubilee Plus!, Wes-

ley Trust and the impact of  those two funds on a world in need. Jubilee Plus!, 
the second-mile fund supported so generously by the congregation, has given 
more than $3 million to world and local outreach since it started in 2007. 
Among the latest gifts: $5,000 to help victims of  Hurricane Matthew in Haiti 
(see related story elsewhere in the newsletter). The church endowment known 
as the Wesley Trust was founded in 1983 to preserve the buildings and campus. 
It was expanded in 1996 to support outreach. A brochure celebrating the 
Wesley Trust is being mailed to homes and distributed around the campus. It’s 
part of  an initiative to educate the congregation about planned giving. Look 
elsewhere in this newsletter for details of  a related workshop.

• Ken Garfield

Church member Dennis Soter, chair of  the Finance 
Committee, shares this financial update through the 
third quarter ending September 30.

Thank you for your generous response 
to our request this summer for increased 
giving. Total contributions of  $3.22 million 
through September 30 have matched last 
year’s giving of  $3.14 million at this same 
date. Nevertheless, we will be challenged to 
meet our budgeted goal of  $5.41 million for 
the year.

Through three quarters, collection of  
income pledged by the congregation is 
$193,000 behind the total amount actually 
pledged. Please consider fulfilling your 
pledge now. On a positive note, non-
pledged income totals $716,000, which 
exceeds last year’s non-pledged income by 
$264,000 at this date.

Due to unforeseen maintenance expenses, 
our net operating deficit is $545,000 – 
$125,000 more than last year at this time. 
Let us do what we can between now and 
year’s end to reach our financial goals, that 
we may better serve a world in need.

For more on the financial life of  the church, 
reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• Giving Differently is the theme of  the 
annual stewardship campaign soon to 
begin. Look for an Estimate of  Giving 
card in the mail, letters and e-mails 
from Dr. Howell, stories and photos 
about the work of  the church in the 
world and more. The church website 
– www.myersparkumc.org – will also 
share news and offer the opportunity to 
pledge and give online. The campaign 
seeks support for the 2017 operating 
budget, plus the Jubilee Plus! second-mile 
fund for outreach.

• The church now offers a new way to 
give – by text message. On your mobile 
phone, text MPUMC to 73256 and 
select the amount and fund. Support 
Hurricane Matthew relief  efforts 
through the Haiti Disaster Relief  fund 
and N.C. Flood Disaster Relief  fund. 
Also donate to Jubilee Plus! and the 
church operating budget.

• Turn inside for a new Cornerstone feature 
celebrating Jubilee Plus! and the Wesley 
Trust endowment. The Wesley Trust 
was founded in 1983 to preserve the 
buildings and campus. It expanded in 
1996 to support outreach.

Jubilee Plus!, Wesley Trust
WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?

We’re talking autumn 
fun: All are invited to a 
Block Party from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
October 28, in the Parish 
Life Building parking 
lot. Featured will be 
Spoons food truck, a 
dessert table with treats 
from Sweet Girl Cookies, 
bounce houses and 
more. Come in your 
Halloween costume, and 
bring tailgate chairs and 
picnic blankets. Parking 
will be in the Hopedale 
lot across from church. 
The event is canceled in 
a downpour, but the fun 
goes on in light rain.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

JUBILEE PLUS!, WESLEY TRUST

Continued Inside...



AFTER THE HURRICANE, 
REACHING OUT TO HAITI

Church member Mallory Fiery recounts the dinner for 
six at Napa on Providence: “We all agreed what a shame 
it was that people can’t seem to even talk to each other 
anymore. Many of  us, especially the white women, felt 
that we could not even pose honest questions anymore 
without being labeled bigots. We’re looking forward to 
getting together again and are seeking to build lasting 
relationships. The police have invited us on ride-alongs 
with them already.”

• Sixty parents engaged in an honest conversation about 
youth and race with Charlotte-Mecklenburg police Capt. 
Norman Garnes. A former patrol officer focused now on 
community outreach, Garnes told the Coffee Talk gathering 
in Jubilee Hall that police have an obligation to “get out 
of  the car and talk to people.” Officers, he said, need to 
build trust by developing relationships in the communities 
they patrol. When a young person gets in trouble, they 
need to understand why: Two 15-year-olds are caught 

shoplifting, one white and one black, each with different 
motivations. Maybe the black youth is caring for younger 
siblings and stole to feed them. His broader point was well 
taken: We need to know each another’s stories. Garnes, 
who is African-American, acknowledged the challenge. 
He remembers answering a call in the black community 
and hearing a toddler scream words surely one so young 
couldn’t have understood: “Police are bad.”

• MeckMin, the community’s interfaith network, offers two 
opportunities to talk and pray. At 11:45 a.m. Thursday, 
October 20, at Covenant Presbyterian Church, Charlotte 
Observer editorialists Taylor Batten, Eric Frazier and 
Peter St. Onge will lead a conversation on Charlotte 
After The Unrest: What Have We Learned? What Do We Do 
Know? Details: www.meckmin.org. The annual interfaith 
Thanksgiving service will focus on unity after the unrest. 
It’s at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 22, at Providence 
Baptist Church, 4921 Randolph Road.

AFTER THE UNREST: THE WORK UNFOLDS...

Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge updates the congregation on 
continuing efforts to reach out to our friends in Bayonnais, Haiti, after 
Hurricane Matthew. To donate to hurricane relief, visit www.myerspar-
kumc.org/give. Click on Give Now, Select a Fund and Disaster Relief. 
You can also write a check to the church, put Haiti Relief  on the memo 
line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at the front desk in the 
Parish Life Building lobby or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 
NC 28207. You can also text MPUMC Disaster to 73256 using your 
text messaging. More than 1,000 people in Haiti have died as a result of  
the fiercest Caribbean storm in nearly a decade. Another 1.4 million need 
humanitarian assistance.

Everyone knew it was going to happen. Hurricane Matthew 
tracked straight toward our sisters and brothers in Haiti and we 
took to our praying knees. This was another devastating blow 
to an already displaced nation. The awful irony is that they 
need rain badly. But this amount of  rain ruined crops, houses 
and lives.

Our friends in Bayonnais, where we’ve served for more than 
a decade, had their crops destroyed. They are cut off  from 
adequate resources to food. People are starving. As soon as 
we learned of  the washed-out crops, we sent $5,000 from our 
Jubilee Plus! second-mile fund for outreach so they could buy 
food. We are continuing to raise money so we can send food 
to fill the granary our church built years ago. We want to make 
sure they have enough food in the granary, so that they can 
serve as a disaster response team in their own community.

A church mission team – you can sign up now – will go to 
Bayonnais March 8-15, 2017. The trip will be medical-, build-
ing- and education-based. We will also bring rice and beans 
to a hungry community. To learn more, reach me at nathan@
mpumc.org or team leader Steve Breckenridge at sbrecken-
ridge@carolina.rr.com. Our work in Haiti is supported by 
Jubilee Plus!

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Tim Grice, brother of  Tom Grice and uncle of  Mary Cameron 
Grice, Harrison Grice and Lauren Sabella, who died on 
September 29, 2016. Bobbie Turner Rogers, mother of  Pat 
Dozier, grandmother of  Glenn Sherrill and great-grandmother 
of  Jack and Will Sherrill, who died on October 4, 2016. Robert 
Asher Boulware, father of  John Boulware and grandfather of  
Caroline and Hannah Boulware, who died on October 4, 2016. 
Grady E. Price, husband of  Marie Price and father of  Katherine 
Goodman, who died on October 9, 2016. Robert Wesley Wentz 
Sr., grandfather of  Julie Wentz, who died on October 9, 2016. 

Babies
Adelaide Constance England, daughter of  Chandler and Allison 
England and granddaughter of  Bill and Janet England, born 
on July 6, 2016. Wells Brantley Stockdale, son of  Lori and 
Jeff  Stockdale, brother of  Walker and Weston Stockdale, 
grandson of  Randy and Lynne Brantley, nephew of  Erin and 
Rob Blatchford and cousin of  Reagan Blatchford, born on 
September 28, 2016. Hampton Reeves Drye, son of  Caroline and 
Heath Drye, grandson of  Nancy and Tom Harrall, nephew 
of  Tom Harrall and Katie and Andy Crisp and cousin of  
Charlotte and Anna Kate Crisp, born on October 4, 2016.

Weddings
Natasha Carter and Christopher Flynn, married on October 15, 
2016, at the church.

Food shortages from Hurricane Matthew are currently affecting our friends in Bayonnais.  
This photo was taken at a community meal our church provided in October 2015. Photo by Melissa McGill.

• A Grief  Support Workshop will be from 6:30 to 7:45 
p.m. Monday, November 7, 14, 21 and 28, in Room 109 
of  the Parish Life Building. Hospice chaplain and grief  
counselor Beth Brittain will lead the gatherings. Writes 
Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Susan Mobley: “It’s our 
hope to provide a safe space where you can befriend 
your grief, share feelings and experience the compassion 
of  others also facing loss. We believe grief  shared is grief  
diminished.” To sign up for the four-week workshop by 
October 31, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

• Registration for the 11th annual women’s retreat – set for 
February 10-12, 2017 – opens November 1 at www.my-
ersparkumc.org/women. Look for the Women’s Retreat 
table in the Parish Life lobby on Sunday, October 30. 
The theme for this year’s retreat at Caraway Conference 
Center near Asheboro is Joy: Knowing, Being, Giving. It’ll 
be led by Rev. Sarah Kalish of  First United Methodist in 
Wadesboro. Cost is $185 for double occupancy.

• A crowd of  800 helped raise more than $120,000 for 
Mitchell’s Fund at the Prescription of  Hope luncheon at the 
Charlotte Convention Center. The fund honors the 
memory of  Mitchell Turner, who passed away from 
leukemia in 2014. The son of  church members Frank 
Turner and Meg McElwain, Mitchell was two. The fund 
helps families facing challenging pediatric diagnoses at 
Novant Health Hemby Children’s Hospital and its St. 
Jude Affiliate Clinic. Past grants have helped families 
with medical and other expenses, travel costs and funer-
als. To learn more, visit www.mitchellsfund.org.

• Our prayers, hearts and practical help go out to those in 
eastern North Carolina affected by Hurricane Matthew. 

Make a donation at www.myersparkumc.org/give. Click 
on Give Now, Select A Fund and Disaster Relief. You can 
also text MPUMC Disaster to 73256 using text messag-
ing. Or write a check to the church with N.C. Disaster 
Relief  in the memo line. 

• In a new feature, Where Are They Now?, the Cornerstone 
updates the congregation on former staffers. Former 
Church Administrator Wayne Harrison (2001-06) 
writes: “Upon leaving Myers Park, I worked as Admin-
istrator at Covenant Presbyterian for five years until I 
succumbed to my ninth back surgery and had to step 
down. My health has been an uphill struggle but not in-
surmountable. I have moderate improvement in my back. 
I’ve had a small battle with cancer, heart disease and two 
neurological events. But I continue to move forward. 
I completed my sixth year on the board of  Friendship 
Trays. I finished five years as a member and chair of  the 
Personnel Committee at South Mecklenburg Presbyterian 
Church. I participate in a weekly prayer/study group with 
nine other men, and meet monthly with business own-
ers to discuss business issues from a spiritual perspec-
tive. I also serve free of  charge as a ‘mystery worshiper’ 
for midsized churches, offering written observations on 
their hospitality. My wife, Anne, continues to work, and 
we stay as close as we can to our five children and 12 
grandchildren up and down the East Coast. Blessings and 
remembrances to each of  you.”

• More alumni news: Former Duke Divinity School sum-
mer intern Rev. Wil Posey, now an Associate at First 
United Methodist Church in Hickory, and wife Lea are 
expecting their first child.

Continued From Front Page...

GRIEF SUPPORT WORKSHOPS, 
WOMEN’S RETREAT, MITCHELL’S FUND, 

N.C. FLOOD RELIEF



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

October 19, 2016

• PHANTOM OF THE ORGAN 
Children of  all ages, come in your 
Halloween costume for the Phantom 
of  the Organ concert at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 26, in the 
Sanctuary. 

• BE A GREETER Greeters are being recruited to welcome 
folks on Sunday morning, help newcomers find their way 
and generally make the church as welcoming as possible. 
All ages are welcome. Training will be provided. To sign 
up or learn more, reach Rob Dellibovi or Julie Patrick at 
robertandjulieann@gmail.com.

• ADMIN BOARD/CHARGE CONFERENCE All church 
members are invited to attend the Administrative Board 
meeting and Charge Conference, combined at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, November 2, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Those planning to attend the dinner meeting should 
RSVP to Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 
or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• ASHEVILLE MISSION Join the church for a mission 
weekend November 4-6 in Asheville and work beside sisters 
and brothers at The Haywood Street Congregation. The group 
will paint, work in a clothing closet and clean the property 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, November 5. Sunday, the 
group will stay for worship and a meal. All ages are welcome. 
Visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve for more.

• MISSIONS E-NEWSLETTER E-mail missions@
mpumc.org to receive the weekly #LiveDifferently e-newsletter 
highlighting outreach.

• MEDICARE D COUNSELING Church members Nick 
Beard, Ron Knape, Jan Nomina and Bill Spier are offering 
one-on-one counseling on Medicare prescription drug plans 
Mondays through Thursdays in the Church Library (Room 
111) in the Parish Life Building through Tuesday, December 
6. They’ll hold meetings between 9:00 a.m. and noon. For 
an appointment, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

• CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE A new Contemplative 
Life ministry will offer retreat experiences in monastic 
communities, focused on times of  silence plus worship and 
prayer with monks. Days Apart to Belmont Abbey in Gaston 
County are October 22, January 18 and March 11. A Weekend 
Apart is May 19-22 at Mepkin Abbey, a Trappist monastery 
along the S.C. coast. To learn more or sign up, reach 
Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• CONNECT@MYERS PARK Connect@MyersPark 
welcomes new members and others interested in learning 
how to deepen their connection to the church. The class will 
meet Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to noon in Room 110 of  the 
Parish Life Building, from October 30 to November 20. To 
register, visit www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• STUDY HANDEL’S MESSIAH An Advent study on 
Handel’s Messiah will be from 10:00 a.m. to noon Thursdays 
from November 3 to December 1 in Room 105 of  the Parish 
Life Building. The group will explore the Scriptural texts of  
Handel’s Messiah to deepen appreciation of  this timeless 
piece. No class Thanksgiving Day, November 24. Details and 
registration: www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• SPIRITUAL WELLNESS Health care providers are 
invited to the final program in a series, Spiritual Wellness, at 
7:00 p.m. Monday, October 24, in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Dr. Ray Barfield will explores Standing In Hope 
Amidst Suffering.

• SMALL STUFF MISSION Church member Jim 
Walters has started Small Stuff  Mission to help seniors, the 
handicapped and others with light projects around the house. 
Visit www.smallstuffmission.org or reach Jim at 704-607-
7157 or jfwalters45@gmail.com.



Maybe an answer to what ails us is as simple as digging in 
the dirt, together.

Charlotte Green celebrated its 25th anniversary the other 
evening with a dinner in Jubilee Hall. Not surprisingly, they 

had the best floral centerpieces. Charlotte 
Green started small. Cissy Shull, a member 
of  our church, was enjoying a visit to the 
Philadelphia Garden Show in the spring of  
1991 when she stumbled upon Philadelphia 
Green. The Charlotte Observer picks up the 
story from there: “Shull learned that scores 
of  empty, ragtag lots were turning into 
thriving showplaces under the care of  
neighboring residents. City gardeners were 

displacing ugliness and neglect with shrubs, 
trees, flowers and vegetables. Out of  their effort came a sense 
of  community and personal pride…”

Thus inspired, Cissy came home, marched straight to the 
office of  church staffer Carla Cornelius and wondered, “Why 
not here?” With our help financial and otherwise, Charlotte 
Green’s first garden sprouted in the Wilmore community off  
South Mint Street, behind a boarded-up house. It brought 

together neighbors, friends and strangers soon to become 
friends, all united in the cause of  growing good things. In the 
quarter-century since then, Charlotte Green has sprouted nine 
gardens in six communities around town. Local folks grow 
veggies, flowers and greenery, with tomatoes, okra and the like 
for personal use, not commercial gain. Hospice has become 
a partner, its patients enjoying the fresh veggies and love that 
produced it. Charlotte Green is also involved in beautifying 
neighborhoods by planting flowers and greenery along streets. 
As Cissy told a reporter long ago, “We thought that replacing a 
vacant lot with a garden was a good trade.”

To learn more about Charlotte Green, and to get your hands 
dirty, visit www.charlottegreen.org.

One last point: In this autumn of  unrest, when our racial 
and class divide has turned from mistrust to violence, maybe 
Charlotte Green shows us the best first step we can take on the 
long, complicated road to reconciliation: Let’s plant a garden 
together, and reap the bounty of  our common ground.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life. To 
share a story worth telling to the congregation, reach him at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org.

DIGGING IN THE DIRT, 
TOGETHER

The beautiful faces and hands of  Charlotte Green. Photos contributed by Todd Sumlin of  The Charlotte Observer.

A Conversation On Faith

Ken Garfield



AFTER THE HURRICANE, 
REACHING OUT TO HAITI

Church member Mallory Fiery recounts the dinner for 
six at Napa on Providence: “We all agreed what a shame 
it was that people can’t seem to even talk to each other 
anymore. Many of  us, especially the white women, felt 
that we could not even pose honest questions anymore 
without being labeled bigots. We’re looking forward to 
getting together again and are seeking to build lasting 
relationships. The police have invited us on ride-alongs 
with them already.”

• Sixty parents engaged in an honest conversation about 
youth and race with Charlotte-Mecklenburg police Capt. 
Norman Garnes. A former patrol officer focused now on 
community outreach, Garnes told the Coffee Talk gathering 
in Jubilee Hall that police have an obligation to “get out 
of  the car and talk to people.” Officers, he said, need to 
build trust by developing relationships in the communities 
they patrol. When a young person gets in trouble, they 
need to understand why: Two 15-year-olds are caught 

shoplifting, one white and one black, each with different 
motivations. Maybe the black youth is caring for younger 
siblings and stole to feed them. His broader point was well 
taken: We need to know each another’s stories. Garnes, 
who is African-American, acknowledged the challenge. 
He remembers answering a call in the black community 
and hearing a toddler scream words surely one so young 
couldn’t have understood: “Police are bad.”

• MeckMin, the community’s interfaith network, offers two 
opportunities to talk and pray. At 11:45 a.m. Thursday, 
October 20, at Covenant Presbyterian Church, Charlotte 
Observer editorialists Taylor Batten, Eric Frazier and 
Peter St. Onge will lead a conversation on Charlotte 
After The Unrest: What Have We Learned? What Do We Do 
Know? Details: www.meckmin.org. The annual interfaith 
Thanksgiving service will focus on unity after the unrest. 
It’s at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 22, at Providence 
Baptist Church, 4921 Randolph Road.

AFTER THE UNREST: THE WORK UNFOLDS...

Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge updates the congregation on 
continuing efforts to reach out to our friends in Bayonnais, Haiti, after 
Hurricane Matthew. To donate to hurricane relief, visit www.myerspar-
kumc.org/give. Click on Give Now, Select a Fund and Disaster Relief. 
You can also write a check to the church, put Haiti Relief  on the memo 
line and put it in the offering plate, drop it off  at the front desk in the 
Parish Life Building lobby or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 
NC 28207. You can also text MPUMC Disaster to 73256 using your 
text messaging. More than 1,000 people in Haiti have died as a result of  
the fiercest Caribbean storm in nearly a decade. Another 1.4 million need 
humanitarian assistance.

Everyone knew it was going to happen. Hurricane Matthew 
tracked straight toward our sisters and brothers in Haiti and we 
took to our praying knees. This was another devastating blow 
to an already displaced nation. The awful irony is that they 
need rain badly. But this amount of  rain ruined crops, houses 
and lives.

Our friends in Bayonnais, where we’ve served for more than 
a decade, had their crops destroyed. They are cut off  from 
adequate resources to food. People are starving. As soon as 
we learned of  the washed-out crops, we sent $5,000 from our 
Jubilee Plus! second-mile fund for outreach so they could buy 
food. We are continuing to raise money so we can send food 
to fill the granary our church built years ago. We want to make 
sure they have enough food in the granary, so that they can 
serve as a disaster response team in their own community.

A church mission team – you can sign up now – will go to 
Bayonnais March 8-15, 2017. The trip will be medical-, build-
ing- and education-based. We will also bring rice and beans 
to a hungry community. To learn more, reach me at nathan@
mpumc.org or team leader Steve Breckenridge at sbrecken-
ridge@carolina.rr.com. Our work in Haiti is supported by 
Jubilee Plus!

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Tim Grice, brother of  Tom Grice and uncle of  Mary Cameron 
Grice, Harrison Grice and Lauren Sabella, who died on 
September 29, 2016. Bobbie Turner Rogers, mother of  Pat 
Dozier, grandmother of  Glenn Sherrill and great-grandmother 
of  Jack and Will Sherrill, who died on October 4, 2016. Robert 
Asher Boulware, father of  John Boulware and grandfather of  
Caroline and Hannah Boulware, who died on October 4, 2016. 
Grady E. Price, husband of  Marie Price and father of  Katherine 
Goodman, who died on October 9, 2016. Robert Wesley Wentz 
Sr., grandfather of  Julie Wentz, who died on October 9, 2016. 

Babies
Adelaide Constance England, daughter of  Chandler and Allison 
England and granddaughter of  Bill and Janet England, born 
on July 6, 2016. Wells Brantley Stockdale, son of  Lori and 
Jeff  Stockdale, brother of  Walker and Weston Stockdale, 
grandson of  Randy and Lynne Brantley, nephew of  Erin and 
Rob Blatchford and cousin of  Reagan Blatchford, born on 
September 28, 2016. Hampton Reeves Drye, son of  Caroline and 
Heath Drye, grandson of  Nancy and Tom Harrall, nephew 
of  Tom Harrall and Katie and Andy Crisp and cousin of  
Charlotte and Anna Kate Crisp, born on October 4, 2016.

Weddings
Natasha Carter and Christopher Flynn, married on October 15, 
2016, at the church.

Food shortages from Hurricane Matthew are currently affecting our friends in Bayonnais.  
This photo was taken at a community meal our church provided in October 2015. Photo by Melissa McGill.

• A Grief  Support Workshop will be from 6:30 to 7:45 
p.m. Monday, November 7, 14, 21 and 28, in Room 109 
of  the Parish Life Building. Hospice chaplain and grief  
counselor Beth Brittain will lead the gatherings. Writes 
Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Susan Mobley: “It’s our 
hope to provide a safe space where you can befriend 
your grief, share feelings and experience the compassion 
of  others also facing loss. We believe grief  shared is grief  
diminished.” To sign up for the four-week workshop by 
October 31, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

• Registration for the 11th annual women’s retreat – set for 
February 10-12, 2017 – opens November 1 at www.my-
ersparkumc.org/women. Look for the Women’s Retreat 
table in the Parish Life lobby on Sunday, October 30. 
The theme for this year’s retreat at Caraway Conference 
Center near Asheboro is Joy: Knowing, Being, Giving. It’ll 
be led by Rev. Sarah Kalish of  First United Methodist in 
Wadesboro. Cost is $185 for double occupancy.

• A crowd of  800 helped raise more than $120,000 for 
Mitchell’s Fund at the Prescription of  Hope luncheon at the 
Charlotte Convention Center. The fund honors the 
memory of  Mitchell Turner, who passed away from 
leukemia in 2014. The son of  church members Frank 
Turner and Meg McElwain, Mitchell was two. The fund 
helps families facing challenging pediatric diagnoses at 
Novant Health Hemby Children’s Hospital and its St. 
Jude Affiliate Clinic. Past grants have helped families 
with medical and other expenses, travel costs and funer-
als. To learn more, visit www.mitchellsfund.org.

• Our prayers, hearts and practical help go out to those in 
eastern North Carolina affected by Hurricane Matthew. 

Make a donation at www.myersparkumc.org/give. Click 
on Give Now, Select A Fund and Disaster Relief. You can 
also text MPUMC Disaster to 73256 using text messag-
ing. Or write a check to the church with N.C. Disaster 
Relief  in the memo line. 

• In a new feature, Where Are They Now?, the Cornerstone 
updates the congregation on former staffers. Former 
Church Administrator Wayne Harrison (2001-06) 
writes: “Upon leaving Myers Park, I worked as Admin-
istrator at Covenant Presbyterian for five years until I 
succumbed to my ninth back surgery and had to step 
down. My health has been an uphill struggle but not in-
surmountable. I have moderate improvement in my back. 
I’ve had a small battle with cancer, heart disease and two 
neurological events. But I continue to move forward. 
I completed my sixth year on the board of  Friendship 
Trays. I finished five years as a member and chair of  the 
Personnel Committee at South Mecklenburg Presbyterian 
Church. I participate in a weekly prayer/study group with 
nine other men, and meet monthly with business own-
ers to discuss business issues from a spiritual perspec-
tive. I also serve free of  charge as a ‘mystery worshiper’ 
for midsized churches, offering written observations on 
their hospitality. My wife, Anne, continues to work, and 
we stay as close as we can to our five children and 12 
grandchildren up and down the East Coast. Blessings and 
remembrances to each of  you.”

• More alumni news: Former Duke Divinity School sum-
mer intern Rev. Wil Posey, now an Associate at First 
United Methodist Church in Hickory, and wife Lea are 
expecting their first child.

Continued From Front Page...

GRIEF SUPPORT WORKSHOPS, 
WOMEN’S RETREAT, MITCHELL’S FUND, 

N.C. FLOOD RELIEF



Church members Dr. John Clarkson and Beverley Shull, chairs of  
the Planned Giving Ministry Task Force, share news of  an upcoming 
program focused on young families but open, of  course, to all.

Early last year, the Wesley Trust of  Myers Park United 
Methodist agreed to focus on educating the congregation 
about the importance of  planned giving to the economic 
future of  the Church. Long the linchpin of  endowment sup-
port for nonprofits, planned giving is less common among 
churches. But as our congregation seeks to serve God in 
new ways, planned giving is a key to our continued success.

A group of  church members and staff  has been meet-
ing regularly with Charlotte’s Chris McLeod. An expert in 
planned giving for nonprofits, she has served as our consul-
tant. The Planned Giving Ministry Task Force is working to 
educate the community about the benefits of  planned giving 

to individuals and the congregation.

Our first program – Advice For Parents: Preparing For The 
Unexpected – is 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 24, in Room 105 
in the Parish Life Building. Speaking will be attorney Sydney 
Warren, experienced in estate planning; financial planner 
Courtenay Miller; and Ashley Gilbert, widowed at a young 
age with one child. The three church members will speak 
from their own experiences as they share the importance 
of  writing a will, guardianship and getting your affairs in 
order. Q&A is planned. For child care, e-mail Julie Wentz at 
jwentz@mpumc.org.

To learn more about how to make a planned gift to the church, reach 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org.

‘ADVICE FOR PARENTS’ (AND OTHERS) 
PROGRAM SET FOR OCTOBER 24

By Ken Garfield

In continuing pursuit of  reconciliation:

• A dozen church members met to 
brainstorm ideas to advance the cause. 
Dr. Howell shared that reconciliation 
will be the theme for church programs 
in January and February. Among the 
suggestions: A gathering to address and 
deflate stereotypes, entitled Everything 
You Wanted To Know About Black People 
But Were Afraid To Ask; a program on 
the deeper meaning of  Negro spirituals; 
a book club; movie club; Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. observances, perhaps 
a meal with members of  the largely 
African-American St. Mark’s United 
Methodist Church. Minister of  Missions 
Nathan Arledge shared that a Sunday 

School class is looking to partner with 
the new Renaissance West community 
on West Boulevard to offer residents 
rides to Walmart and the grocery. The 
group acknowledged the challenge in 
confronting the implicit and explicit 
bias that many feel toward what one 
participant called “the hard work of  
reconciliation.” To join the effort, reach 
Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com. 
A group of  50 laity that Dr. Howell 
brought together to pursue social justice 
initiatives is also weighing its options.

• A Pass The Peace effort has begun, 
bringing together for a meal and 
conversation members of  our church, 
St. Mark’s United Methodist and police 
officers. To participate, reach Rebecca 
Grant at jandrgrant@gmail.com.  

AFTER THE UNREST: 
THE WORK UNFOLDSA new feature in each edition of the Cornerstone will celebrate Jubilee Plus!, Wes-

ley Trust and the impact of  those two funds on a world in need. Jubilee Plus!, 
the second-mile fund supported so generously by the congregation, has given 
more than $3 million to world and local outreach since it started in 2007. 
Among the latest gifts: $5,000 to help victims of  Hurricane Matthew in Haiti 
(see related story elsewhere in the newsletter). The church endowment known 
as the Wesley Trust was founded in 1983 to preserve the buildings and campus. 
It was expanded in 1996 to support outreach. A brochure celebrating the 
Wesley Trust is being mailed to homes and distributed around the campus. It’s 
part of  an initiative to educate the congregation about planned giving. Look 
elsewhere in this newsletter for details of  a related workshop.

• Ken Garfield

Church member Dennis Soter, chair of  the Finance 
Committee, shares this financial update through the 
third quarter ending September 30.

Thank you for your generous response 
to our request this summer for increased 
giving. Total contributions of  $3.22 million 
through September 30 have matched last 
year’s giving of  $3.14 million at this same 
date. Nevertheless, we will be challenged to 
meet our budgeted goal of  $5.41 million for 
the year.

Through three quarters, collection of  
income pledged by the congregation is 
$193,000 behind the total amount actually 
pledged. Please consider fulfilling your 
pledge now. On a positive note, non-
pledged income totals $716,000, which 
exceeds last year’s non-pledged income by 
$264,000 at this date.

Due to unforeseen maintenance expenses, 
our net operating deficit is $545,000 – 
$125,000 more than last year at this time. 
Let us do what we can between now and 
year’s end to reach our financial goals, that 
we may better serve a world in need.

For more on the financial life of  the church, 
reach Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 
704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• Giving Differently is the theme of  the 
annual stewardship campaign soon to 
begin. Look for an Estimate of  Giving 
card in the mail, letters and e-mails 
from Dr. Howell, stories and photos 
about the work of  the church in the 
world and more. The church website 
– www.myersparkumc.org – will also 
share news and offer the opportunity to 
pledge and give online. The campaign 
seeks support for the 2017 operating 
budget, plus the Jubilee Plus! second-mile 
fund for outreach.

• The church now offers a new way to 
give – by text message. On your mobile 
phone, text MPUMC to 73256 and 
select the amount and fund. Support 
Hurricane Matthew relief  efforts 
through the Haiti Disaster Relief  fund 
and N.C. Flood Disaster Relief  fund. 
Also donate to Jubilee Plus! and the 
church operating budget.

• Turn inside for a new Cornerstone feature 
celebrating Jubilee Plus! and the Wesley 
Trust endowment. The Wesley Trust 
was founded in 1983 to preserve the 
buildings and campus. It expanded in 
1996 to support outreach.

Jubilee Plus!, Wesley Trust
WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?

We’re talking autumn 
fun: All are invited to a 
Block Party from 5:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
October 28, in the Parish 
Life Building parking 
lot. Featured will be 
Spoons food truck, a 
dessert table with treats 
from Sweet Girl Cookies, 
bounce houses and 
more. Come in your 
Halloween costume, and 
bring tailgate chairs and 
picnic blankets. Parking 
will be in the Hopedale 
lot across from church. 
The event is canceled in 
a downpour, but the fun 
goes on in light rain.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

JUBILEE PLUS!, WESLEY TRUST
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