
Children’s Ministries’ Jenna Zello shares the sweetness that was 
the third-grade Bible retreat. In case you’re looking at the photo 
to the right and wondering, “Wow, who’s the third-grader with 
the beard?,” it’s Mason Rankin. He’s the FATHER of  a 
third-grader, David.

Fifty third-graders and chaperones spent a recent 
weekend at Valle Crucis Conference Center in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, enjoying fellowship and fresh air 
as the children got to know each other and their new 
Bibles. They played outdoor games, did a service activ-
ity and craft, hiked, worshiped, and sang songs and 
ate s’mores around a campfire. This first overnight for 
third-graders is a cherished tradition at our church, as 
we celebrate the children receiving their own Bibles.

THE THIRD-GRADE BIBLE RETREAT

Amid Charlotte’s unrest, prayer and a commitment to  
make peace. Charlotte Observer photo by Jeff  Siner.

By Ken Garfield

The unrest in Charlotte has brought 
fresh urgency to the effort at Myers 
Park United Methodist to foster peace 
and justice:

• The group of  laity that has 
organized a half-dozen or more 
conversations and programs since 
the Charleston church killings has 
adopted a mission statement (see 
below) and more. Among new 
initiatives: A Pass The Peace effort 
with the African-American St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
in which adults and youth from 
each church join with police for meals 
and informal conversation. To get 
involved in this group, reach Ron 
Knape at 704-778-6086 or ronknape@
icloud.com.

• Church member Tom Murdock 
will lead a small-group dialogue on 
Jonathan Haidt’s The Righteous Mind: 
Why Good People Are Divided By Politics 
And Religion on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building 
starting October 3. The book is on 
sale in the Goodness Gracious! Gift 
shop. Sign up for the course at www.
myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• Youth Ministries’ Coffee Talk program 
for parents at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, 
October 9, in Jubilee Hall will feature 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Capt. 
Norman Garnes addressing police 
interaction with youth. What should 
our son or daughter do when pulled 
over by an officer? What should the 
officer do?

• Three of  the five planks in the recently 
adopted Step Jump Leap strategic plan 
focus on justice issues: Community 
Building And Partnerships, Education 
and Shelter. To offer ideas on when and 
how that vision should take fruition, 
reach church member Dave Lank at 
704-909-8152.

• Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfield serves on the board of  the 

MeckMin interfaith network, whose 
popular Thanksgiving service will seek 
to foster unity after the unrest. It will 
be at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 22, 
at Providence Baptist Church in the 
Cotswold community.

• Dr. Howell has joined the city’s clergy 
in trying to keep the peace on the 
streets, and to foster a deeper dialogue 
to keep violence from raging again. 
Before the riots, he brought together 
47 church members at two meetings 
to discuss a social justice initiative. As 
the church sifts through the issues and 
figures out how to coordinate all these 
efforts, he asked people to pray, talk 
it up among friends, and think about 
the issue you are most passionate 
about. He shared that he’s looking at 
several upcoming programs, including 
perhaps a Change The World book club 
and a program with Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones on Negro spirituals. In his 
sermon the Sunday after the violence, 
he framed the challenge: “I think 
God’s calling us to be different, not to 
be angry, but to listen to what God’s 
asking of  us, to listen to our brothers 
and sisters we don’t know, to ask what 
kind of  community do we really want 
to be.”

• At a prayer vigil in the Sanctuary 
attended by 100 or so, lay leader Mark 
Kinghorn put this all into context: “I 
hope we can find new ways to love each 
other.”

AFTER THE UNREST: NOW WHAT?
• In a new feature, Where Are They Now?, the Cornerstone 

updates the congregation on former staffers. The 
first comes from former Local Missions Coordinator 
Elizabeth Ignasher, who writes: “Much as I miss the 
wonderful folks at Myers Park, I love my job as Com-
munications Director at Christ Episcopal Church. I’m 
still involved at my own Covenant Presbyterian. Call 
me a Presmethpalian. After receiving a B.A. in Public 
Health from Elon, daughter Hannah, 24, is back in 
Charlotte and graduates from nursing school in Decem-
ber. Son Crosby, 22, graduated from Savannah College 
of  Art and Design and works as a motion designer in 
New York. We had another trip to the Mayo Clinic for 
heart surgery in summer 2014. Crosby’s health has been 
excellent since then.”

• More alumni news: Rev. Ashley Douglas, formerly 
an Associate Pastor here and now at Haygood United 
Methodist in Atlanta, married Drake Brookins in the 
North Georgia mountains.

• Minister of  Missions Rev. Nathan Arledge shares this 
update with the departure of  Local Missions Coordi-
nator Jen Rothacker: “We are blessed to have church 
members Ellen Underwood and Susan Scott join our 
Missions Office for interim work. They will work  with 
Becky Abernethy, Nancy Holmes and myself. They’ll 
also work with our local outreach ministry team and la-
ity. We hope to use the interim time to find a permanent 
replacement for Jen.”

“Racial reconciliation calls us out of  our indifference  
to dismantle prejudice.”

- Mission statement for the racial reconciliation lay group  
at Myers Park United Methodist Church.

More than ever this 
restless autumn, the 
church is a place of  
refuge, and inspiration. 
Our city and other 
communities are reeling 
from violence. Our 
political candidates 
spew venom rather than 
offer solutions. And so 
we turn to our house 
of  worship to pray, 
to search for answers, 
to gather the strength 
to go out and make 
peace. Read more in the 
Cornerstone about the 
congregation mobilizing 
in several ways to be a 
force for good. Join the 
movement.

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 47, No. 19 
October 3, 2016  

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

WHERE IS ELIZABETH NOW? ASHLEY WEDS

Third-graders (and one considerably older fellow if  you can spot him),  
sharing a meal on the retreat. Photo by Jenna Zello.



God’s Word, In My Life
‘MY HELP COMES FROM THE LORD’

A new Cornerstone feature offers church staffers and members the oppor-
tunity to share a Bible verse and its meaning at that moment in their life. 
In the last newsletter, Peter and Mary Kelly shared their trip to Louisi-
ana to help flood victims. Here, Elizabeth Buie shares her journey home. 
A mission trip to help flood victims around Baton Rouge is October 
15-26. Team members can stay for all or part of  the trip. Details: Mary 
Kelly at 704-377-1223 or mary.m.f.kelly@gmail.com.

August 13 was the start of  a journey I never thought I’d take. 
That day, the National Guard evacuated my parents from their 
home in Baton Rouge, La. Their home, where I had grown up, 
suffered 55 inches of  sewage-contaminated floodwater.

Three weeks later, I had piled high on the curb the artifacts of  
their life together and gutted the house to the ceiling. Those 
days were overwhelming, sometimes desperate. I often felt 
isolated from my normal life, and appreciated any encourage-
ment from the outside world. But there were holy moments, 
too. More than once, I prayed as the Psalmist, “Where does 
my help come from?” I hoped the Psalmist David was right 
when he followed, “My help comes from the Lord.”

One morning, I prayed those words because I knew I was 
on my own, and that it would be a difficult day. Around 
lunchtime, three guys walked through the open walls of  the 
house and said they were from Providence United Method-
ist in Mount Juliet, Tenn., and were there to help. When God 
answers prayers, He doesn’t send winged angels. He stirs the 
hearts of  people and sends them.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Sarah Floyd Daniels, mother of  Jeannette Thompson, who died 
on September 3, 2016. Carol Rogers Needy, mother of  Chip 
Billings and Catherine Gibbs, who died on September 9, 
2016. Helen Parsons Yarbrough, sister of  Charles Parsons, who 
died on September 12, 2016. Ross Howell Francis, husband of  
Guynn Francis, father of  Scott Francis and Ginger Moore 
and grandfather of  Jazmin Francis, who died on September 
12, 2016.  William David Elder, husband of  Sharyn Elder and 
father of  Rob Elder, who died on September 17, 2016. Betty 
Lipe Davis, sister of  Joe Lipe and aunt of  John Lipe and Molly 
Taylor, who died on September 18, 2016. Clifford “Cliff ” Ervin 
Hemingway, father of  Clifford Hemingway Jr., grandfather of  
Meghan Hemingway and Ashley Hemingway and close friend 
of  Ginny Tewey, who died on September 22, 2016.

Babies
Frances Ellen Thies, daughter of  Peggy and Charles Thies, sister 
of  Powers Thies, granddaughter of  Dick and Hanna Kane 
and niece of  Ellen Kane, born on August 4, 2016. Willin James 
Johnson, son of  Lynsi and Riki Johnson, brother of  Smokey 
Johnson and grandson of  Terry Thompson, born on August 
28, 2016. Thomas Layton Smith, son of  Martha Delle and 
Scott Smith and brother of  Scott and Wilson Smith, born on 
September 12, 2016. Judah Nole Frazier, son of  Lindsey and 
Josh Frazier, brother of  Mia Frazier, grandson of  Barbara 
Cribbs and nephew of  Jennifer Cribbs, born on September 23, 
2016.

Weddings
Judith Colt and Julian Powell, married on September 24, 
2016, at the church. Lauren Ashley Reaves and Andrew Joseph 
DiFilippantonio, married on September 30, 2016, at the church. 
Lindsay Ann Bowen and Kelly William Mathews, married on 
October 1, 2016, at the church.

Elizabeth Buie at work in Louisiana.

New church members Rob Dellibovi and Julie Patrick, who are getting 
married on October 29, share news of  a new Hospitality Team.

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by do-
ing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” 

These  words from Hebrew stir 
us wonder: What angels have 
walked into our church over the 
years? Did we welcome them 
with open arms? Could they 
find their way? Will they come 
back?

We felt welcomed when we 
joined Myers Park United 
Methodist Church last Septem-
ber. We met new people, joined 

in discussions and classes, even 
joined the Young Adults kickball 

team. We’ve met others at the church, though, who didn’t 
have such an easy time finding their place. Some said Sunday 
School classes are hard to find. Others said they got lost on 
their first day, and no one helped them find their way.

Recently, some at church have begun working to change that 
mentality. We want to make sure all guests find help when 
needed, fellowship when lonely, and Christ when hopeless. 
Guided by Rev. Parker Haynes, we’ve created a Hospitality 
Team to brush the dirt off  some old practices and develop 
new ones. We want to form a team of  Ambassadors, or 
greeters, to help newcomers find their way; to assist people 
looking for a class or activity; and to be available to those 
needing someone to talk to. A smile, the answer to a ques-
tion, a little conversation – that might be all it takes to “en-
tertain angels.”

We invite you to join the Hospitality Team and become an Ambassa-
dor. All ages are welcome. Training will be provided. Interested? Reach 
us at robertandjulieann@gmail.com.

Rob Dellibovi and
 Julie Patrick.

Hospitality Team Forming
WANT TO HELP ENTERTAIN ANGELS?

• Director of  Children’s Ministries’ Sarah Sumner puts it 
this way in speaking about the stunning connection the 
church is making with young families: “Our new name 
is Children’s Ministries: A Great Problem To Have.” This au-
tumn, more than 700 children from age two to fifth grade 
are enrolled in Sunday School. That includes 101 children 
enrolled in two Godly Play kindergarten classes. Several 
adult and children’s classes are moving to new rooms to 
accommodate the Sunday morning growth. More moves 
are anticipated this year. “A great problem to have,” says 
Rev. Barbara Barden. Adds Sarah: “It’s a wonderful tes-
timony to this congregation that adults are moving over 
to make space for children. Most churches deal with the 
opposite.” To learn more about children, Sunday School 
and the latest in classroom migration, reach Barbara or 
Sarah at the church.

• Speaking of  children: Families with children in Grades 
K-5 are invited to Worship Readiness For Families: Helping 
Parents And Children Worship Together. The class will follow 
H.O.T. Wednesday, from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. on October 
5, 12 and 19. Parents will be in Room 237 in the Snyder 
Building and children in Room 239. Child care is offered 
to ages five and under. E-mail jwentz@mpumc.org and 
include children’s names and ages.

• Crave some quiet? A new Contemplative Life ministry 
will offer retreat experiences in monastic communities, 
focused on silence, worship and prayer with monks. Days 
Apart gatherings to Belmont Abbey in Gaston County 
are October 22, January 18 and March 11. A Weekend 
Apart is May 19-22 at Mepkin Abbey, a Trappist monas-
tery along the S.C. coast. Details: Christine Mull at 704-
295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• Know anyone who wants to serve in a lay leadership 
position at church? There are openings for Trustees, 
Finance, Staff  Parish, Administrative Board and delegates 
to Annual Conference. Share suggestions with Dr. How-
ell at james@mpumc.org or Peg Broughton at 704-295-
4812 or peg@mpumc.org.

• A loss for the artistic community and Myers Park United 
Methodist: Jose’ Augustin Fumero, a painter and textile 
designer who advanced the arts in Charlotte and Blowing 
Rock, died at age 91. Church historian Joyce Gossett says 
he designed and helped weave the dossal cloth (coral-
and-gold tapestry) behind the Sanctuary altar. “It’s a 
treasure,” she says. The Observer reported that Fumero and 
his partner of  60 years, potter Herb Cohen, had finished 
dinner in Nice, France, and were preparing for a river 
cruise when he passed away suddenly.

CHILDREN FLOCKING TO CHURCH, 
CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE AND MORE



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

October 3, 2016
• BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS The Blessing of  the 

Animals will be at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, October 9, on the church 
lawn (Queens Road side), weather permitting. Remember to 
keep your dogs, cats and whatever on a leash, in a carrier or 
otherwise under control.

• ADVICE FOR PARENTS Young parents and others are 
invited to a workshop – Advice For Parents: Preparing For The 
Unexpected – at 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 24, in Room 105 
of  the Parish Life Building. Estate planning attorney Sydney 
Warren and Ashley Gilbert, widowed at a young age with 
one child, will talk about the importance of  writing a will, 
guardianship and getting your affairs in order. To reserve 
child care by October 17, e-mail jwentz@mpumc.org. The 
workshop is being organized by a church committee stressing 
the importance of  planned giving. Details: Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• PHANTOM OF THE ORGAN Children of  all ages, 
come in your Halloween costume for the Phantom of  the Organ 
concert at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 26, in the Sanctuary. 
Music Ministries promises surprises, scary and otherwise.

• EXPLORING LGBTQ ISSUES All are invited to the next 
Adults Plus! program at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, October 19, 
in Room 103 of  the Parish Building: A represenatative from 
Charlotte Pride will explore Everything You’ve Ever Wanted 
To Know About LGBTQ Issues But Were Afraid To Ask. The 
nonprofit Charlotte Pride works to enrich and empower 
LGBTQ people across the Carolinas. A barbecue lunch 
follows at noon in Jubilee Hall. For a lunch reservation, call 
704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• FLU, PNEUMONIA SHOTS Flu and pneumonia shots will 
be given from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 12, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building to those ages nine and 
older. Details: Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or 
smobley@mpumc.org.

• CPR/AED CLASS Learn adult and infant CPR and how 
to use the automated external defibrillators (AED) around 
the church from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 5, in 
Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. Cost is $30. RSVP to 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• GIVE BLOOD Donate blood from 7:30 a.m. to 
noon Sunday, October 16, in the Youth Building Gym. 
Appointments are recommended: Reserve a time from 9:00 
to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, October 9, in the Parish Life Building 
lobby or by calling 704-376-8584. Walk-ins are also welcome 
on October 16.

• MEDICARE D COUNSELING Church members Nick 
Beard, Ron Knape, Jan Nomina and Bill Spier will offer 
counseling on Medicare prescription drug plans Mondays 
through Thursdays in the Church Library (Room 111) in 
the Parish Life Building starting Monday, October 17, and 
running through Tuesday, December 6. They’ll hold meetings 
between 9:00 a.m. and noon. For an appointment, reach 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• DONATE BAND INSTRUMENTS The Sedgefield 
Middle School band needs more instruments, especially 
flutes, clarinets, alto saxophones, trumpets, trombones, 
percussion and sheet music. Donations go to the Missions 
Office in the Parish Life Building.

• SPIRITUAL WELLNESS Health care providers are 
invited to a series, Spiritual Wellness, meeting Mondays at 7:00 
p.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. On October 
10, Nicole Greer explores Receiving Peace Throughout The Day 
– Avoiding Caregiver Burnout. On October 17, Dr. Warren 
Kinghorn looks at Practicing Christian Ethics In Health Care. 
On October 24. Dr. Ray Barfield considers Standing In Hope 
Amidst Suffering. Details: Dr. Melanie Dobson at 704-295-
4840 or melanie@mpumc.org.

• ACOLYTES, BIBLE CARRIERS, CRUCIFERS Youth 
in Grades 5-12 are welcome to serve Sunday morning: 
Fifth-graders serve as Bible carriers, processing into 
Sanctuary worship with the Bible. Youth in Grades 6-9 serve 
as Acolytes, processing in with torches and lighting the 
altar candles. Youth in Grades 10-12 lead the processional 
carrying the cross into the Sanctuary. Training for all three 
roles is from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, October 16, in the 
Sanctuary. A parent must attend to learn about scheduling, 
procedures and dress requirements. Adults also invited to 
serve as Sunday morning coach every four to six Sundays. 
Details: Amelia Miller at cmiller5@carolina.rr.com.



What do you do when you lose three friends over two years, 
from electrocution, suicide and a kayaking accident?

Cole Gage walked the Appalachian Trail – 2,189.1 miles 
over 158 days, from Springer Mountain in Georgia to Mount 

Katahdin in Maine. He slept in the woods 
alone, except for the occasional mouse for 
company. He endured blisters and worse 
every day. He ruined three pairs of  hiking 
shoes. Some days were so hot and solitary, 
he hiked in boxer shorts. By the time he 
reached the end of  the trail in Maine on 
September 22, he had cleared his head 
enough to see where the next journey leads.

You might not recognize the young 
man who grew up at Myers Park United 

Methodist Church. Cole, the son of  John and Gayle Gage, 
is 23, with a full beard and a B.S. degree in Chemistry from 
Virginia Tech. Only he wasn’t there to pick up his diploma on 
Graduation Day. He was already on the Trail, walking up to 25 
miles a day, trying to figure some things out.

He embraced being alone, going at his own pace in a world that 
usually tells you to run faster. He grew accustomed to pasta 
and PowerBars. After a night at a brewery in Waynesboro, Va., 
a couple of  guys named Haiku and Mayfly somehow broke his 

phone. While playing his mandolin at Dismal Falls in Bland, Va., 
an alcohol-enhanced couple in their 40s tried to persuade him to 
come to their house to continue the “concert.” He declined. He 
crossed paths with a character named Wok, who was catching 
rides up the trail, which is kind of  cheating. “He had eight kids 
or something,” Cole said. The worst part of  the hike? The 220-
mile stretch of  Pennsylvania, where he got Lyme disease amid 
the flat, rocky terrain and crippling heat. The most beautiful? 
The north side of  Mount Washington in New Hampshire.

But this wasn’t about the scenery. Done with college, facing real 
life, mourning the loss of  three friends, finding no comfort in 
organized religion, Cole took off  by himself  to examine what he 
believes and what to do going forward.

And now?

After some R&R at home, he’s thinking he’d like to go out 
West, maybe to Colorado, to get a job where he doesn’t have 
to be a number, to be able to wake up free of  life’s aches and 
pains. “I spent most of  the time on the trail just trying to heal 
emotionally. I had a rough two years. All those deaths affected 
me. I don’t want to waste my life. I think I’m going to have a 
different path than most people.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

WHEN GRIEF STRUCK, 
HE TOOK A LONG WALK

Cole Gage, at the end of  the Appalachian Trail, all 2,189.1 miles of  it.

A Conversation On Faith

Ken Garfield



God’s Word, In My Life
‘MY HELP COMES FROM THE LORD’

A new Cornerstone feature offers church staffers and members the oppor-
tunity to share a Bible verse and its meaning at that moment in their life. 
In the last newsletter, Peter and Mary Kelly shared their trip to Louisi-
ana to help flood victims. Here, Elizabeth Buie shares her journey home. 
A mission trip to help flood victims around Baton Rouge is October 
15-26. Team members can stay for all or part of  the trip. Details: Mary 
Kelly at 704-377-1223 or mary.m.f.kelly@gmail.com.

August 13 was the start of  a journey I never thought I’d take. 
That day, the National Guard evacuated my parents from their 
home in Baton Rouge, La. Their home, where I had grown up, 
suffered 55 inches of  sewage-contaminated floodwater.

Three weeks later, I had piled high on the curb the artifacts of  
their life together and gutted the house to the ceiling. Those 
days were overwhelming, sometimes desperate. I often felt 
isolated from my normal life, and appreciated any encourage-
ment from the outside world. But there were holy moments, 
too. More than once, I prayed as the Psalmist, “Where does 
my help come from?” I hoped the Psalmist David was right 
when he followed, “My help comes from the Lord.”

One morning, I prayed those words because I knew I was 
on my own, and that it would be a difficult day. Around 
lunchtime, three guys walked through the open walls of  the 
house and said they were from Providence United Method-
ist in Mount Juliet, Tenn., and were there to help. When God 
answers prayers, He doesn’t send winged angels. He stirs the 
hearts of  people and sends them.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Sarah Floyd Daniels, mother of  Jeannette Thompson, who died 
on September 3, 2016. Carol Rogers Needy, mother of  Chip 
Billings and Catherine Gibbs, who died on September 9, 
2016. Helen Parsons Yarbrough, sister of  Charles Parsons, who 
died on September 12, 2016. Ross Howell Francis, husband of  
Guynn Francis, father of  Scott Francis and Ginger Moore 
and grandfather of  Jazmin Francis, who died on September 
12, 2016.  William David Elder, husband of  Sharyn Elder and 
father of  Rob Elder, who died on September 17, 2016. Betty 
Lipe Davis, sister of  Joe Lipe and aunt of  John Lipe and Molly 
Taylor, who died on September 18, 2016. Clifford “Cliff ” Ervin 
Hemingway, father of  Clifford Hemingway Jr., grandfather of  
Meghan Hemingway and Ashley Hemingway and close friend 
of  Ginny Tewey, who died on September 22, 2016.

Babies
Frances Ellen Thies, daughter of  Peggy and Charles Thies, sister 
of  Powers Thies, granddaughter of  Dick and Hanna Kane 
and niece of  Ellen Kane, born on August 4, 2016. Willin James 
Johnson, son of  Lynsi and Riki Johnson, brother of  Smokey 
Johnson and grandson of  Terry Thompson, born on August 
28, 2016. Thomas Layton Smith, son of  Martha Delle and 
Scott Smith and brother of  Scott and Wilson Smith, born on 
September 12, 2016. Judah Nole Frazier, son of  Lindsey and 
Josh Frazier, brother of  Mia Frazier, grandson of  Barbara 
Cribbs and nephew of  Jennifer Cribbs, born on September 23, 
2016.

Weddings
Judith Colt and Julian Powell, married on September 24, 
2016, at the church. Lauren Ashley Reaves and Andrew Joseph 
DiFilippantonio, married on September 30, 2016, at the church. 
Lindsay Ann Bowen and Kelly William Mathews, married on 
October 1, 2016, at the church.

Elizabeth Buie at work in Louisiana.

New church members Rob Dellibovi and Julie Patrick, who are getting 
married on October 29, share news of  a new Hospitality Team.

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by do-
ing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” 

These  words from Hebrew stir 
us wonder: What angels have 
walked into our church over the 
years? Did we welcome them 
with open arms? Could they 
find their way? Will they come 
back?

We felt welcomed when we 
joined Myers Park United 
Methodist Church last Septem-
ber. We met new people, joined 

in discussions and classes, even 
joined the Young Adults kickball 

team. We’ve met others at the church, though, who didn’t 
have such an easy time finding their place. Some said Sunday 
School classes are hard to find. Others said they got lost on 
their first day, and no one helped them find their way.

Recently, some at church have begun working to change that 
mentality. We want to make sure all guests find help when 
needed, fellowship when lonely, and Christ when hopeless. 
Guided by Rev. Parker Haynes, we’ve created a Hospitality 
Team to brush the dirt off  some old practices and develop 
new ones. We want to form a team of  Ambassadors, or 
greeters, to help newcomers find their way; to assist people 
looking for a class or activity; and to be available to those 
needing someone to talk to. A smile, the answer to a ques-
tion, a little conversation – that might be all it takes to “en-
tertain angels.”

We invite you to join the Hospitality Team and become an Ambassa-
dor. All ages are welcome. Training will be provided. Interested? Reach 
us at robertandjulieann@gmail.com.

Rob Dellibovi and
 Julie Patrick.

Hospitality Team Forming
WANT TO HELP ENTERTAIN ANGELS?

• Director of  Children’s Ministries’ Sarah Sumner puts it 
this way in speaking about the stunning connection the 
church is making with young families: “Our new name 
is Children’s Ministries: A Great Problem To Have.” This au-
tumn, more than 700 children from age two to fifth grade 
are enrolled in Sunday School. That includes 101 children 
enrolled in two Godly Play kindergarten classes. Several 
adult and children’s classes are moving to new rooms to 
accommodate the Sunday morning growth. More moves 
are anticipated this year. “A great problem to have,” says 
Rev. Barbara Barden. Adds Sarah: “It’s a wonderful tes-
timony to this congregation that adults are moving over 
to make space for children. Most churches deal with the 
opposite.” To learn more about children, Sunday School 
and the latest in classroom migration, reach Barbara or 
Sarah at the church.

• Speaking of  children: Families with children in Grades 
K-5 are invited to Worship Readiness For Families: Helping 
Parents And Children Worship Together. The class will follow 
H.O.T. Wednesday, from 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. on October 
5, 12 and 19. Parents will be in Room 237 in the Snyder 
Building and children in Room 239. Child care is offered 
to ages five and under. E-mail jwentz@mpumc.org and 
include children’s names and ages.

• Crave some quiet? A new Contemplative Life ministry 
will offer retreat experiences in monastic communities, 
focused on silence, worship and prayer with monks. Days 
Apart gatherings to Belmont Abbey in Gaston County 
are October 22, January 18 and March 11. A Weekend 
Apart is May 19-22 at Mepkin Abbey, a Trappist monas-
tery along the S.C. coast. Details: Christine Mull at 704-
295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• Know anyone who wants to serve in a lay leadership 
position at church? There are openings for Trustees, 
Finance, Staff  Parish, Administrative Board and delegates 
to Annual Conference. Share suggestions with Dr. How-
ell at james@mpumc.org or Peg Broughton at 704-295-
4812 or peg@mpumc.org.

• A loss for the artistic community and Myers Park United 
Methodist: Jose’ Augustin Fumero, a painter and textile 
designer who advanced the arts in Charlotte and Blowing 
Rock, died at age 91. Church historian Joyce Gossett says 
he designed and helped weave the dossal cloth (coral-
and-gold tapestry) behind the Sanctuary altar. “It’s a 
treasure,” she says. The Observer reported that Fumero and 
his partner of  60 years, potter Herb Cohen, had finished 
dinner in Nice, France, and were preparing for a river 
cruise when he passed away suddenly.

CHILDREN FLOCKING TO CHURCH, 
CONTEMPLATIVE LIFE AND MORE



Children’s Ministries’ Jenna Zello shares the sweetness that was 
the third-grade Bible retreat. In case you’re looking at the photo 
to the right and wondering, “Wow, who’s the third-grader with 
the beard?,” it’s Mason Rankin. He’s the FATHER of  a 
third-grader, David.

Fifty third-graders and chaperones spent a recent 
weekend at Valle Crucis Conference Center in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, enjoying fellowship and fresh air 
as the children got to know each other and their new 
Bibles. They played outdoor games, did a service activ-
ity and craft, hiked, worshiped, and sang songs and 
ate s’mores around a campfire. This first overnight for 
third-graders is a cherished tradition at our church, as 
we celebrate the children receiving their own Bibles.

THE THIRD-GRADE BIBLE RETREAT

Amid Charlotte’s unrest, prayer and a commitment to  
make peace. Charlotte Observer photo by Jeff  Siner.

By Ken Garfield

The unrest in Charlotte has brought 
fresh urgency to the effort at Myers 
Park United Methodist to foster peace 
and justice:

• The group of  laity that has 
organized a half-dozen or more 
conversations and programs since 
the Charleston church killings has 
adopted a mission statement (see 
below) and more. Among new 
initiatives: A Pass The Peace effort 
with the African-American St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
in which adults and youth from 
each church join with police for meals 
and informal conversation. To get 
involved in this group, reach Ron 
Knape at 704-778-6086 or ronknape@
icloud.com.

• Church member Tom Murdock 
will lead a small-group dialogue on 
Jonathan Haidt’s The Righteous Mind: 
Why Good People Are Divided By Politics 
And Religion on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building 
starting October 3. The book is on 
sale in the Goodness Gracious! Gift 
shop. Sign up for the course at www.
myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• Youth Ministries’ Coffee Talk program 
for parents at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, 
October 9, in Jubilee Hall will feature 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Capt. 
Norman Garnes addressing police 
interaction with youth. What should 
our son or daughter do when pulled 
over by an officer? What should the 
officer do?

• Three of  the five planks in the recently 
adopted Step Jump Leap strategic plan 
focus on justice issues: Community 
Building And Partnerships, Education 
and Shelter. To offer ideas on when and 
how that vision should take fruition, 
reach church member Dave Lank at 
704-909-8152.

• Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfield serves on the board of  the 

MeckMin interfaith network, whose 
popular Thanksgiving service will seek 
to foster unity after the unrest. It will 
be at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 22, 
at Providence Baptist Church in the 
Cotswold community.

• Dr. Howell has joined the city’s clergy 
in trying to keep the peace on the 
streets, and to foster a deeper dialogue 
to keep violence from raging again. 
Before the riots, he brought together 
47 church members at two meetings 
to discuss a social justice initiative. As 
the church sifts through the issues and 
figures out how to coordinate all these 
efforts, he asked people to pray, talk 
it up among friends, and think about 
the issue you are most passionate 
about. He shared that he’s looking at 
several upcoming programs, including 
perhaps a Change The World book club 
and a program with Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones on Negro spirituals. In his 
sermon the Sunday after the violence, 
he framed the challenge: “I think 
God’s calling us to be different, not to 
be angry, but to listen to what God’s 
asking of  us, to listen to our brothers 
and sisters we don’t know, to ask what 
kind of  community do we really want 
to be.”

• At a prayer vigil in the Sanctuary 
attended by 100 or so, lay leader Mark 
Kinghorn put this all into context: “I 
hope we can find new ways to love each 
other.”

AFTER THE UNREST: NOW WHAT?
• In a new feature, Where Are They Now?, the Cornerstone 

updates the congregation on former staffers. The 
first comes from former Local Missions Coordinator 
Elizabeth Ignasher, who writes: “Much as I miss the 
wonderful folks at Myers Park, I love my job as Com-
munications Director at Christ Episcopal Church. I’m 
still involved at my own Covenant Presbyterian. Call 
me a Presmethpalian. After receiving a B.A. in Public 
Health from Elon, daughter Hannah, 24, is back in 
Charlotte and graduates from nursing school in Decem-
ber. Son Crosby, 22, graduated from Savannah College 
of  Art and Design and works as a motion designer in 
New York. We had another trip to the Mayo Clinic for 
heart surgery in summer 2014. Crosby’s health has been 
excellent since then.”

• More alumni news: Rev. Ashley Douglas, formerly 
an Associate Pastor here and now at Haygood United 
Methodist in Atlanta, married Drake Brookins in the 
North Georgia mountains.

• Minister of  Missions Rev. Nathan Arledge shares this 
update with the departure of  Local Missions Coordi-
nator Jen Rothacker: “We are blessed to have church 
members Ellen Underwood and Susan Scott join our 
Missions Office for interim work. They will work  with 
Becky Abernethy, Nancy Holmes and myself. They’ll 
also work with our local outreach ministry team and la-
ity. We hope to use the interim time to find a permanent 
replacement for Jen.”

“Racial reconciliation calls us out of  our indifference  
to dismantle prejudice.”

- Mission statement for the racial reconciliation lay group  
at Myers Park United Methodist Church.

More than ever this 
restless autumn, the 
church is a place of  
refuge, and inspiration. 
Our city and other 
communities are reeling 
from violence. Our 
political candidates 
spew venom rather than 
offer solutions. And so 
we turn to our house 
of  worship to pray, 
to search for answers, 
to gather the strength 
to go out and make 
peace. Read more in the 
Cornerstone about the 
congregation mobilizing 
in several ways to be a 
force for good. Join the 
movement.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

WHERE IS ELIZABETH NOW? ASHLEY WEDS

Third-graders (and one considerably older fellow if  you can spot him),  
sharing a meal on the retreat. Photo by Jenna Zello.




