
Peyton Watts was one of  10 high school youth from the church who joined 150 other 
high schoolers and adults for a week of  service, worship, recreation and relationship-
building at Mountain T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project). Peyton, 15, a rising 
sophomore at Myers Park High, is the daughter of  Tom and Susan Watts. She 
shares here the experience.
This summer was my first mission trip to Mountain T.O.P. I can’t wait 
to go back next year! During my week in the Cumberland Mountains of  
Tennessee, in rural, poverty-stricken places like Grundy County, I met 
amazing people. From fellow teens to church leaders, camp leaders and 
campers, everyone we met and everything we did greatly impacted me. 
The land reminded me how beautiful our earth is. The transition of  the 
children during the week from timid to outgoing reminded me that little 
things change lives, especially in kids! Taking a week out of  my summer 
to give back to a community, my church and my peers was exactly what 
I needed to appreciate what can happen when people come together.

• Boys in (rising) Grades 1-5 are welcome to join Cub 
Scout Pack No. 3 sponsored by Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. The Pack meets Wednesdays from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the church, and is open to church 
members and also non-members. Those involved in 
the Pack will share information from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Sunday, August 28, in the Parish Life lobby. An open 
house is from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 31, 
in the Scout Room in the Youth Building basement. To 
learn more, e-mail cubmaster.pack3@gmail.com.

• Brad Draper has joined the Multimedia Ministries Team 
at Myers Park United Methodist Church. Brad is work-
ing as Sound Technician & Multimedia Assistant to 
Director of  Multimedia Ministries Jim Deal. Brad can 
be found Sunday morning behind the sound console 
in Church In The Round, and will also help with other 

services and special events. Brad is Service Manager for 
Unified AV Systems, a locally based integrator of  audio 
and video systems. He plays guitar and also recording 
studio projects. He’s interested in astronomy and has 
photographed many stunning images of  the night sky. 
Brad grew up in China Grove and lives in Mount Holly.

• Mark your calendar: Flu and pneumonia shots will be 
given from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 12, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. Details to come.

• Church member Peetie Davant called to share the good 
news of  her granddaughter’s college graduation: Mary 
Carlisle Crehore earned a degree this past May from 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville. “She’s a great gal,” 
Peetie says.

CUB SCOUTS, MULTIMEDIA MAN, FLU SHOTS

STATESVILLE – In addition to being a 
wife, mother, grandmother, small business 
owner and church-goer, Sharon oversees 

care for two loved ones. 
A couple of  Saturday 
nights ago, she nailed 
another role.

Party planner.

My wife organized 
and hosted a birthday 
party for her brother, 
Bristol, who turned 
68. Parkinson’s disease 

and more have stolen from him most of  
what life has to offer. Thanks to Sharon, 
he’s living in the house in the country that 
he never wants to leave, two stints in a 
retirement community having ended badly. 
He’s cared for 24/7 by an amazing caregiver 
named Kerigan, a 22-year-old from Monroe 
who felt called to this work when she was 
17, caring for a great-aunt with cancer. I 
believe God led Sharon to the agency that 

led us to Kerigan. This is so like my wife, 
who lives for relationships: Sharon and 
Kerigan have become friends, sharing this 
hard work and encouraging each other with 
each challenge that arises.

Illness has made it hard for Bristol to talk. 
But his smile that night – look at the tender 
photo! – expressed what this birthday party 
meant to him. So did his phone call to 
Sharon the day before the party, wondering 
in as many words as he could muster 
whether the barbecue people could also fry 
the fish the way it needed to be fried.

The party had been in the works for weeks. 
I’m not sure how the inspiration for it came 
to Sharon, though it doesn’t take much for 
her to mobilize to do something special 
for another. She told me she just wanted to 
do something for her brother, whose last 
few years have been an ordeal. Maybe the 
idea for a birthday party popped to mind 
during the three days she spent in Statesville 
recently, taking care of  her mom. Marie, 94, 

A Conversation On Faith
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

Ken Garfield

By Ken Garfield

In the midst of  the pilgrimage to Penn-
sylvania, Director of  Music Jimmy Jones 
turned to Tom Eubanks and shared a truth 
that resonates with the ringing of  each note: 
“Sandra has a voice again.”

Since cancer claimed his wife in 2013, Tom 
and his family have been eager to honor 
Sandra Eubanks’ life, faith and commitment 
to music at this church she dearly loved. For 
40 of  her 64 years on this earth, Sandra sang 
alto in the Chancel Choir, making beauti-
ful music, and making many friends along 
the way. Jimmy shared a special bond with 
Sandra. He knew well of  the family’s yearn-
ing. When self-described “bell nerd” Brian 
Childers joined the staff  as Director of  
Music for Children and Youth, the handbell 

ministry began to boom, 
to the point that 80 chil-
dren and adults will soon 
be ringing bells.

The search for how best 
to remember Sandra was 
over…

A few weeks ago, Tom, 
Jimmy and several other 
staffers and musicians 

piled into the church van and drove 1,200 
miles to and from Plumsteadville, Pa. There, 
at Malmark Bellcraftsmen, they took posses-
sion of  a five-octave set of  handbells – 61 
gleaming bells of  varying sizes, each one 
made by hand, each one inscribed thusly:

Sandra Eubanks Memorial Bells 
Given by Her Family 2016 
Soli Deo Gloria.

Pilgrimage To Pennsylvania:
‘SANDRA HAS A VOICE AGAIN’

Peyton Watts and a new friend.

Sandra Eubanks

Continued Inside...

Continued On Insert...

With summer vacation 
ending and folks flocking 
to church for back-to-
school activities (see inside 
today’s Cornerstone) and 
more, a reminder: The 
Sunday shuttle makes it 
easy getting to and from 
church. The shuttle runs 
continuously from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between 
the church and Myers 
Park Traditional School at 
2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn. Pick-up and drop-
off  is under the Parish Life 
portico. It’s convenient, 
and a great way to share 
fellowship on the ride to 
and from worship.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

I CAN’T WAIT TO GO BACK TO MOUNTAIN T.O.P.



September 12 In Jubilee Hall:
WE’LL TALK ABOUT LISTENING, 

AND LOVING
That’s Latin for “Glory to God alone.” Malmark cast extra 
bells, one each for Tom and the seven Eubanks grandchildren. 
Porter Eubanks, 13, is already playing in a church handbell 
choir. Tom, who choked back tears through much of  the 
interview for this story, sounded the first note at the factory. 
He randomly picked up a G5 bell for the trial run, though 
everyone who was there believes his choice for the test was 
ordained: The grandkids called Sandra Gigi. With her death, 
five members of  the family survive, Tom and their four adult 
children.

A gift from the Eubanks family made the purchase of  the 
bells possible. They are already being heard in worship and at 
practice, their clear, bright sound lifting spirits as handbells do. 
A dedication service is in the works to formally celebrate their 
arrival. Smiling, Tom said his dear wife would approve…

“Sandra loved the bells.”

The Eubanks family and the handbells upon their arrival at 
church. Each bell includes an inscription honoring Sandra. Music 

Ministries’ Brian Childers watches Tom Eubanks read the 
inscription. Photos by Nancy Hamff.

Continued From Front Page...

Molly Barker, as captured by The Charlotte Observer, 
whose photo is used with permission. Photo by John D. Simmons.

At 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 12, in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell will 
engage Charlotte’s Molly Barker in a dialogue on having a civil conversa-
tion in a society awash in rancor. After founding Girls on The Run to 
encourage healthy lifestyles among preteen girls, Molly started the Red 
Boot Coalition (www.theredbootcoalition.org) to promote “honest sharing 
and compassionate listening.” In advance of  her visit, the Cornerstone 
asked Molly three questions.

Q. You’re coming to talk about how to have a civil conversation in  un-
civil times. What do you hope people take home in practical terms?

A. I hope folks walk away with ‘how to’s” when engaging in 
the difficult conversations that come up in their lives. Red 
Boot is about listening first to understand, approaching oth-
ers with curiosity, and assuming positive intent. Red Boot 
has transformed from an organization that encourages civil 
dialogue to one that teaches how to embed compassionate lis-
tening into our daily interactions. Civil dialogue alone will not 
address the underlying fear and hatred we see in much of  our 
public discourse. Listening to another person without trying 
to save, fix, correct, rescue or judge them is one of  the most 
powerful ways to dignify their humanity. Listening is a power-
ful expression of  love. 

Q. If  we disagree with one another, why does it matter if  we have a civil 
conversation about it?

A. Red Boot is not about being civil. It’s about being loving. 
People are dying, literally, to be understood, to matter. Two 
years ago, I would have said our nation was lacking in civility. I 
believe now, after listening to hundreds who have opened their 
hearts, sufferings and joys to me, that people yearn to have 
purpose, to be heard, to be loved. 

 Q. Can you share a moment of  rancor in your own life that moved you 
to take on this issue?

A. There are two. I’ll save the details for when I’m with your 
congregation. The first was an experience on Capitol Hill with 
the chief  of  staff  of  one of  our nation’s most revered politi-
cians. I experienced firsthand how truly terrifying love, com-
passion, empathy and understanding are to the political status 
quo. The second was a conversation I had with a housekeeper 
in Williamsport, Pa. Her name is Doray. I met her on a cross-
country trip in 2014. I listened to hundreds of  Americans in 
diners, coffee shops, gyms and hotels share their grief  and 
anger about the “us and them” tearing our nation apart. Doray 
was vulnerable, real and brutally honest. She changed me. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Nell Klyman Harand, mother of  Lynn Hankins, who died on 
August 1, 2016. Joseph Daniel “JD” Willoughby, brother of  
Annette Robinson, who died on August 2, 2016.

Babies
Jason Perry “JP” O’Quinn, son of  Jason and Elizabeth Frazier 
O’Quinn, born on July 27, 2016.

Weddings
Andrea Brinkley and Barry Jenkins, married on June 25, 2016, at 
Reid House in Matthews. Anna Mullen and John Robert Plyler, 
married on August 6, 2016, at the church.

By Ken Garfield

A social justice group is forming to explore and deepen the 
church’s role in meeting society’s greatest challenges.

Dr. Howell explains: “We have a lot of  energy bubbling up 
around issues of  race, education, economics, housing – all 
those issues that challenge God’s people. If  you sense a calling 
to be involved in helping us think through how to engage the 
issues of  the day from a Christian and Methodist perspective, 
or if  you just want to explore these matters more deeply, let 
me know at 704-295-4850 or james@mpumc.org.”

The group is the latest church initiative in this area: Advocating 
for social justice is a key plank in the church’s Step, Jump Leap 
strategic plan at www.myersparkumc.org/strategicplan. Also, 
moved by the Charleston church killings, a group of  laity has 

hosted a half-dozen programs on racial reconciliation. Dr. 
Howell says the racial reconciliation effort will continue “in 
parallel” to this social justice group taking shape. Last month, 
after the murder of  five police officers in Dallas, the church 
welcomed 125 to a candlelight vigil.

Another social justice step: Dr. Howell shared from the pulpit 
that he and Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge met with 
Rev. Otto Harris III of  Charlotte’s St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church, a largely African American congregation. The hope 
is to launch a shared dialogue around race and class. “God 
is pleased when God’s people do these things,” Dr. Howell 
preached, “because we set our minds on things that are above. 
We learn what it really means to tell the truth, and, against 
all the odds in this crazy world, there finally can be some 
reconciliation.”

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP FORMING

Pilgrimage To Pennsylvania:

‘SANDRA HAS A VOICE AGAIN’



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

August 17, 2016

•  DISCIPLE FAST TRACK Disciple Fast Track: Face 2 Face at 
7:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 24, in Room 106 of  the Parish 
Life Building offers the chance to learn about Disciple Fast 
Track Bible study starting the week of  September 5. Sign up 
at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• FALL SMALL GROUPS Learn about upcoming small 
groups and sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups 
for Companions In Christ, Disciple Bible Study and Emotionally 
Healthy Spirituality. 

• CALLBOX IN PLACE As part of  heightened security: 
Enter the church during the week through the Parish Life 
Building main entrance (under the portico). Other doors 
are often locked during nonpeak hours. If  the main door is 
locked after 5:00 p.m. weekdays, use the new callbox outside 
the door to summon the staffer on duty to let you in.

• MINDFULNESS YOGA Isabel Shankle leads Mindfulness 
Yoga classes Thursdays from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. in Room 103 
of  the Parish Life Building. Reach her at 704-367-0340 or 
isabelskovgaard@yahoo.com.

• SMALL STUFF MISSION Need some work done 
around the house? Church member Jim Walters has started 
Small Stuff  Mission to help seniors, the handicapped and 
others with light projects. Reach him at 704-607-7157 or 
jfwalters45@gmail.com.

• CHANCEL CHOIRS IN CONCERT The Chancel 
Choirs of  Myers Park United Methodist and Covenant 
Presbyterian churches will join with da Capo Brass for a 
free concert at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, August 28, at Covenant 
Presbyterian, 1000 E. Morehead St. 

• WOMEN’S CHOIR FORMING Women of  all ages and 
singing ability are invited to participate in the Women’s Choir, 
which rehearses Mondays from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the 
Choir Room starting September 12. The choir performs in one 
Sanctuary service each month, the Christmas concert and more. 
Details: Nancy Hamff  at nancy@mpumc.org.

• YOUTH ARTS PERFORMANCE The 30 youth in Grades 
3-8 participating in the summer Performing Arts Camp at 
church will offer a free performance of  It’s Cool In The Furnace at 
6:30 p.m. Friday, August 19, in Jubilee Hall.

• YOUNG ADULTS MISSION Young adults can join a Labor 
Day mission to Johns Island, S.C., September 2-5. The group 
will tackle light construction projects. Cost is $45. Participants 
must finish 10 hours of  church service before December 31. 
Details: Interim Director of  Young Adults Jessica Stevens at 
706-267-7026 or jessica@mpumc.org.

• MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Counselor Bronah Livingston 
will lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, August 20, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 
The seminar meets the premarital counseling requirement for 
those getting married at the church. All couples are welcome. 
The seminar is free for those getting married at the church, 
$30 per couple for others, payable at the workshop by check or 
cash. To register by August 18, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-
295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

TWO PROGRAMS WITH DR. HOWELL

The Senior Pastor will lead a program at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, September 12, in Jubilee Hall on having a civil 
conversation. He’ll engage in a dialogue with Molly 
Barker, whose Red Boot Coalition is focused on ending 
the rancor that exists today. Today’s Cornerstone features a 
Q&A with Molly. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 26, in 
Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell will explore religion and politics 
from a Christian and Methodist perspective.

BACK TO SCHOOL

High schoolers are invited to a Back To School Bash at 1:00 
p.m. Saturday, August 27, at the Foxcroft East Swim Club 
with food, games and more. August 28 is Kickoff  Sunday 
in Children’s Ministries as children ages two and up report 
to their new Sunday School class at 9:45 a.m. Also, at 
10:00 a.m., children in Grades K-5 will gather in Jubilee 
Hall for the Blessing of  the Backpacks. At 5:00 p.m. Sunday, 
August 28, in the Sanctuary, Dr. Howell will lead a Back 
To School Prayer Service. The Middle School Back To School 
Bash follows at 5:30 p.m. in the church parking lot with 
food, carnival games and more.



Bristol and his sisters, Linda (left) and Sharon. My wife bought everyone Hawaiian leis for the birthday party in case you were wondering. Sharon hired 
professional photographer Amanda Caldwell Clendenin to take pictures. Amanda was nice enough to share this one with the church.

Continued From Front Page...

A Conversation On Faith
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY...

lives around the corner from Bristol. She, too, is on a walker, 
with 24/7 care. When her caregiver, Phyllis, is gone, Sharon 
takes her place. Phyllis and her family came to the party, of  
course.

And we’re not just talking any party…

Sharon arranged the menu – barbecue, chicken tenders, baked 
beans, mac and cheese, a cake from Edible Art and homemade 
ice cream that Kerigan’s mom made. Sharon filled the carport 
with tables, then arranged for fresh flowers on each table. 
She lined up a professional photographer, mostly because she 
wanted to have her picture taken with her mom and brother. 
She hired entertainment: Singer/keyboardist Ulysses Long, who 
once made it to the quarterfinals on America’s Got Talent, stopped 
by on his way to a gig at an Italian restaurant in Statesville and 
performed for an hour. He closed with Happy Birthday.

I share all this to brag on Sharon. Overseeing care is 
complicated, frustrating and, on its best days, physically and 
emotionally draining. I don’t mind admitting that it can lead to 
differences of  opinion about time, money, siblings, expectations 
and the hard decisions that inevitably must be made. But 
through all that, above all that, my wife’s loyalty and compassion 
endure. She wakes up thinking about what she can do for 
others. How many of  us can say the same? 

You and I have been talking a lot about caregiving, as well we 
should. At some point, four in 10 of  us will oversee care for a 
loved one. Google caregiving and stress and hundreds of  stories 
appear. One story estimates that more than half  of  all caregivers 
show signs of  clinical depression. Clearly not everyone is up to 
the role. Or wants to assume the responsibility. Or even makes 
time to visit a loved one whose only other companion is the TV 
remote control.

Then there’s Sharon…

After the party, we finished cleaning up in the 90-degree heat, 
then headed home to Charlotte. But there was one last stop to 
make. Sharon’s mom hadn’t gotten a piece of  birthday cake. So 
we pulled into her gravel driveway. Sharon cut a sliver of  cake 
and placed it carefully on a plate. Limping from the bones she 
broke in her feet and ankle years ago, and from exhaustion, she 
walked up the handicapped ramp and into the house where she 
grew up, where her Mom lives now. For Sharon, there was one 
more act of  care to perform before day’s end.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life. To 
learn about Care Teams and other help available at the church, reach 
Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org. 
Stephen Ministries will host a panel discussion open to the congregation 
and community on “Issues In Caring For Aging Parents” at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, September 20, in Francis Chapel.



September 12 In Jubilee Hall:
WE’LL TALK ABOUT LISTENING, 

AND LOVING
That’s Latin for “Glory to God alone.” Malmark cast extra 
bells, one each for Tom and the seven Eubanks grandchildren. 
Porter Eubanks, 13, is already playing in a church handbell 
choir. Tom, who choked back tears through much of  the 
interview for this story, sounded the first note at the factory. 
He randomly picked up a G5 bell for the trial run, though 
everyone who was there believes his choice for the test was 
ordained: The grandkids called Sandra Gigi. With her death, 
five members of  the family survive, Tom and their four adult 
children.

A gift from the Eubanks family made the purchase of  the 
bells possible. They are already being heard in worship and at 
practice, their clear, bright sound lifting spirits as handbells do. 
A dedication service is in the works to formally celebrate their 
arrival. Smiling, Tom said his dear wife would approve…

“Sandra loved the bells.”

The Eubanks family and the handbells upon their arrival at 
church. Each bell includes an inscription honoring Sandra. Music 

Ministries’ Brian Childers watches Tom Eubanks read the 
inscription. Photos by Nancy Hamff.
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Molly Barker, as captured by The Charlotte Observer, 
whose photo is used with permission. Photo by John D. Simmons.

At 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 12, in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell will 
engage Charlotte’s Molly Barker in a dialogue on having a civil conversa-
tion in a society awash in rancor. After founding Girls on The Run to 
encourage healthy lifestyles among preteen girls, Molly started the Red 
Boot Coalition (www.theredbootcoalition.org) to promote “honest sharing 
and compassionate listening.” In advance of  her visit, the Cornerstone 
asked Molly three questions.

Q. You’re coming to talk about how to have a civil conversation in  un-
civil times. What do you hope people take home in practical terms?

A. I hope folks walk away with ‘how to’s” when engaging in 
the difficult conversations that come up in their lives. Red 
Boot is about listening first to understand, approaching oth-
ers with curiosity, and assuming positive intent. Red Boot 
has transformed from an organization that encourages civil 
dialogue to one that teaches how to embed compassionate lis-
tening into our daily interactions. Civil dialogue alone will not 
address the underlying fear and hatred we see in much of  our 
public discourse. Listening to another person without trying 
to save, fix, correct, rescue or judge them is one of  the most 
powerful ways to dignify their humanity. Listening is a power-
ful expression of  love. 

Q. If  we disagree with one another, why does it matter if  we have a civil 
conversation about it?

A. Red Boot is not about being civil. It’s about being loving. 
People are dying, literally, to be understood, to matter. Two 
years ago, I would have said our nation was lacking in civility. I 
believe now, after listening to hundreds who have opened their 
hearts, sufferings and joys to me, that people yearn to have 
purpose, to be heard, to be loved. 

 Q. Can you share a moment of  rancor in your own life that moved you 
to take on this issue?

A. There are two. I’ll save the details for when I’m with your 
congregation. The first was an experience on Capitol Hill with 
the chief  of  staff  of  one of  our nation’s most revered politi-
cians. I experienced firsthand how truly terrifying love, com-
passion, empathy and understanding are to the political status 
quo. The second was a conversation I had with a housekeeper 
in Williamsport, Pa. Her name is Doray. I met her on a cross-
country trip in 2014. I listened to hundreds of  Americans in 
diners, coffee shops, gyms and hotels share their grief  and 
anger about the “us and them” tearing our nation apart. Doray 
was vulnerable, real and brutally honest. She changed me. 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Nell Klyman Harand, mother of  Lynn Hankins, who died on 
August 1, 2016. Joseph Daniel “JD” Willoughby, brother of  
Annette Robinson, who died on August 2, 2016.

Babies
Jason Perry “JP” O’Quinn, son of  Jason and Elizabeth Frazier 
O’Quinn, born on July 27, 2016.

Weddings
Andrea Brinkley and Barry Jenkins, married on June 25, 2016, at 
Reid House in Matthews. Anna Mullen and John Robert Plyler, 
married on August 6, 2016, at the church.

By Ken Garfield

A social justice group is forming to explore and deepen the 
church’s role in meeting society’s greatest challenges.

Dr. Howell explains: “We have a lot of  energy bubbling up 
around issues of  race, education, economics, housing – all 
those issues that challenge God’s people. If  you sense a calling 
to be involved in helping us think through how to engage the 
issues of  the day from a Christian and Methodist perspective, 
or if  you just want to explore these matters more deeply, let 
me know at 704-295-4850 or james@mpumc.org.”

The group is the latest church initiative in this area: Advocating 
for social justice is a key plank in the church’s Step, Jump Leap 
strategic plan at www.myersparkumc.org/strategicplan. Also, 
moved by the Charleston church killings, a group of  laity has 

hosted a half-dozen programs on racial reconciliation. Dr. 
Howell says the racial reconciliation effort will continue “in 
parallel” to this social justice group taking shape. Last month, 
after the murder of  five police officers in Dallas, the church 
welcomed 125 to a candlelight vigil.

Another social justice step: Dr. Howell shared from the pulpit 
that he and Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge met with 
Rev. Otto Harris III of  Charlotte’s St. Mark’s United Methodist 
Church, a largely African American congregation. The hope 
is to launch a shared dialogue around race and class. “God 
is pleased when God’s people do these things,” Dr. Howell 
preached, “because we set our minds on things that are above. 
We learn what it really means to tell the truth, and, against 
all the odds in this crazy world, there finally can be some 
reconciliation.”

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP FORMING
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‘SANDRA HAS A VOICE AGAIN’



Peyton Watts was one of  10 high school youth from the church who joined 150 other 
high schoolers and adults for a week of  service, worship, recreation and relationship-
building at Mountain T.O.P. (Tennessee Outreach Project). Peyton, 15, a rising 
sophomore at Myers Park High, is the daughter of  Tom and Susan Watts. She 
shares here the experience.
This summer was my first mission trip to Mountain T.O.P. I can’t wait 
to go back next year! During my week in the Cumberland Mountains of  
Tennessee, in rural, poverty-stricken places like Grundy County, I met 
amazing people. From fellow teens to church leaders, camp leaders and 
campers, everyone we met and everything we did greatly impacted me. 
The land reminded me how beautiful our earth is. The transition of  the 
children during the week from timid to outgoing reminded me that little 
things change lives, especially in kids! Taking a week out of  my summer 
to give back to a community, my church and my peers was exactly what 
I needed to appreciate what can happen when people come together.

• Boys in (rising) Grades 1-5 are welcome to join Cub 
Scout Pack No. 3 sponsored by Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. The Pack meets Wednesdays from 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the church, and is open to church 
members and also non-members. Those involved in 
the Pack will share information from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Sunday, August 28, in the Parish Life lobby. An open 
house is from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 31, 
in the Scout Room in the Youth Building basement. To 
learn more, e-mail cubmaster.pack3@gmail.com.

• Brad Draper has joined the Multimedia Ministries Team 
at Myers Park United Methodist Church. Brad is work-
ing as Sound Technician & Multimedia Assistant to 
Director of  Multimedia Ministries Jim Deal. Brad can 
be found Sunday morning behind the sound console 
in Church In The Round, and will also help with other 

services and special events. Brad is Service Manager for 
Unified AV Systems, a locally based integrator of  audio 
and video systems. He plays guitar and also recording 
studio projects. He’s interested in astronomy and has 
photographed many stunning images of  the night sky. 
Brad grew up in China Grove and lives in Mount Holly.

• Mark your calendar: Flu and pneumonia shots will be 
given from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 12, in 
Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. Details to come.

• Church member Peetie Davant called to share the good 
news of  her granddaughter’s college graduation: Mary 
Carlisle Crehore earned a degree this past May from 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville. “She’s a great gal,” 
Peetie says.

CUB SCOUTS, MULTIMEDIA MAN, FLU SHOTS

STATESVILLE – In addition to being a 
wife, mother, grandmother, small business 
owner and church-goer, Sharon oversees 

care for two loved ones. 
A couple of  Saturday 
nights ago, she nailed 
another role.

Party planner.

My wife organized 
and hosted a birthday 
party for her brother, 
Bristol, who turned 
68. Parkinson’s disease 

and more have stolen from him most of  
what life has to offer. Thanks to Sharon, 
he’s living in the house in the country that 
he never wants to leave, two stints in a 
retirement community having ended badly. 
He’s cared for 24/7 by an amazing caregiver 
named Kerigan, a 22-year-old from Monroe 
who felt called to this work when she was 
17, caring for a great-aunt with cancer. I 
believe God led Sharon to the agency that 

led us to Kerigan. This is so like my wife, 
who lives for relationships: Sharon and 
Kerigan have become friends, sharing this 
hard work and encouraging each other with 
each challenge that arises.

Illness has made it hard for Bristol to talk. 
But his smile that night – look at the tender 
photo! – expressed what this birthday party 
meant to him. So did his phone call to 
Sharon the day before the party, wondering 
in as many words as he could muster 
whether the barbecue people could also fry 
the fish the way it needed to be fried.

The party had been in the works for weeks. 
I’m not sure how the inspiration for it came 
to Sharon, though it doesn’t take much for 
her to mobilize to do something special 
for another. She told me she just wanted to 
do something for her brother, whose last 
few years have been an ordeal. Maybe the 
idea for a birthday party popped to mind 
during the three days she spent in Statesville 
recently, taking care of  her mom. Marie, 94, 

A Conversation On Faith
THE BIRTHDAY PARTY

Ken Garfield

By Ken Garfield

In the midst of  the pilgrimage to Penn-
sylvania, Director of  Music Jimmy Jones 
turned to Tom Eubanks and shared a truth 
that resonates with the ringing of  each note: 
“Sandra has a voice again.”

Since cancer claimed his wife in 2013, Tom 
and his family have been eager to honor 
Sandra Eubanks’ life, faith and commitment 
to music at this church she dearly loved. For 
40 of  her 64 years on this earth, Sandra sang 
alto in the Chancel Choir, making beauti-
ful music, and making many friends along 
the way. Jimmy shared a special bond with 
Sandra. He knew well of  the family’s yearn-
ing. When self-described “bell nerd” Brian 
Childers joined the staff  as Director of  
Music for Children and Youth, the handbell 

ministry began to boom, 
to the point that 80 chil-
dren and adults will soon 
be ringing bells.

The search for how best 
to remember Sandra was 
over…

A few weeks ago, Tom, 
Jimmy and several other 
staffers and musicians 

piled into the church van and drove 1,200 
miles to and from Plumsteadville, Pa. There, 
at Malmark Bellcraftsmen, they took posses-
sion of  a five-octave set of  handbells – 61 
gleaming bells of  varying sizes, each one 
made by hand, each one inscribed thusly:

Sandra Eubanks Memorial Bells 
Given by Her Family 2016 
Soli Deo Gloria.

Pilgrimage To Pennsylvania:
‘SANDRA HAS A VOICE AGAIN’

Peyton Watts and a new friend.

Sandra Eubanks

Continued Inside...

Continued On Insert...

With summer vacation 
ending and folks flocking 
to church for back-to-
school activities (see inside 
today’s Cornerstone) and 
more, a reminder: The 
Sunday shuttle makes it 
easy getting to and from 
church. The shuttle runs 
continuously from 8:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between 
the church and Myers 
Park Traditional School at 
2132 Radcliffe Avenue off  
Selwyn. Pick-up and drop-
off  is under the Parish Life 
portico. It’s convenient, 
and a great way to share 
fellowship on the ride to 
and from worship.

SNAPSHOTS

Vol. 47, No. 16 
August 17, 2016  

published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

I CAN’T WAIT TO GO BACK TO MOUNTAIN T.O.P.




