
By Jen Rothacker
Smell the pencil shavings? That’s the scent of  a new school 
year. Here are ways to get involved through the church:

• Daily Prayer: Take a few moments before school 
and at the end of  each day to pray for administrators, 
teachers, staff, students and lay servants. Pray for peace, 
patience, and the gift to safely teach, learn and grow.

• Serve At Sedgefield: The church has a thriving 
relationship with Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield 
Middle schools. Serve by reading one-on-one with a 
second-grader, helping a new teacher or sharing your 
talent at a club meeting. Learn more through lay leaders: 
For Sedgefield Elementary, reach Kitty Bauknight at 
kbauknight@me.com. For Sedgefield Middle, reach Lisa 
Howell at lisaruns@icloud.com. 
 

• Appreciate A Teacher: Donate items for teacher 
appreciation bags: $10 Target gift cards, $10 gas cards, 
tissues, hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes. Donations 
go in the Parish Life lobby bin by August 21.

• Blessing Of  The Backpacks: Children in Grades 5 
and below can join their parents at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, 
August 28, in Jubilee Hall to have backpacks and book 
bags blessed at a special service.

• Back To School Prayer Service: Gather in the 
Sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, August 28, to pray for 
schools, teachers, parents, students and school board 
members. Dr. Howell will lead the service. The Middle 
School Back to School Bash follows at 5:30 p.m. 

• Link Your Harris Teeter VIC Card: Sedgefield 
Elementary (2242), Sedgefield Middle (2106) and The 
Children’s Circle church preschool (3422).

Another way Myers Park United Methodist helps repair a 
broken world: The church’s Wesley Foundation has awarded 
its latest round of  grants – $180,000 in all – to worthy 
causes in Charlotte and around the world. The Foundation 
preserves the beauty of  the church campus and buildings 
while supporting outreach. A new campaign is educating 
the congregation about how planned giving can expand the 
Foundation’s reach.

Beds For Kids, $7,889 for a truck. Care Ring (preven-
tive health services), $10,000 for upfit/cubicles. Changed 
Choices (helps women getting out of  prison), $4,000 
for rental rehab/housing repairs. Charlotte Community 
Health Clinic, $10,000 for a dental clinic. Charlotte Res-
cue Mission, $7,500 for restroom/water fountain. Chil-
dren’s Home Society (adoption, foster services and more), 
$2,500 for office renovation. Friendship Trays, $13,000 for 
a steamer. Harvest Center (works with poor), $3,500 for 
upfit/tech support. HeartBright Foundation (promotes 

heart health), $1,000 for iPads/mentoring. Hope Haven 
(helps chemically dependent), $5,000 for kitchen appli-
ances. Lily Pad Haven (helps human trafficking victims), 
$6,000 for AC. QC Family Tree (faith-based community in 
west Charlotte), $5,000 for affordable housing renovations. 
Safe Alliance (domestic violence shelter/services), $3,000 
for sleeper sofas. Second Harvest Food Bank, $6,000 
for forklifts/scales. Supportive Housing Communities, 
$5,600 for new flooring for McCreesh Place (apartments for 
formerly homeless). Learning Collaborative (preschool 
for needy kids), $14,260 for a kitchen. UMAR (works with 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities), 
$10,000 to relocate generator. Urban Ministry Center, 
$10,000 for a vehicle. Methodist ministry in Brazil, 
$11,251 for beds/mattresses/upfit. Costa Rica mission 
project, $7,000 for playground shade/fence. OFCB Min-
istries in Haiti, $15,000 for a bathroom. Gbarnga School 
of  Theology in Liberia, $15,000 for doors/roof. Faith 
Ministry in Mexico, $7,500 for kitchen items.

WESLEY FOUNDATION AWARDS OUTREACH GRANTS

I speed-walk many days after work, devoted 
to getting some exercise and clearing my 

mind, too laser-focused on the next step to 
look up and say hey to 
passersby. Sorry about 
that.

But I have noticed the 
young woman with 
whom I share the 
sidewalks around church 
many an afternoon. 
She’s impossible to miss. 
I’m guessing she’s in 
her late 20s, extremely 

thin, nearly as fast as me and more intense, 
if  that’s possible. No matter how hot it 
gets, she’s out there doing her miles, leaning 
forward as if  she’s about to topple over, a 
look of  anguish on her sweat-drenched face. 
But that’s not what I first noticed about 
her. What I first noticed is how her arms 
and legs seem to go off  in four different 
directions, flailing almost, as if  they’re not 
quite under her control. Maybe they aren’t. 
I’m curious about her story, but respect her 
privacy and effort too much to do anything 
but wonder.

It’s like looking at a scarecrow whose straw 
has fallen out, leaving her to try to stay tall 
and upright.

Here’s why I’m sharing this with you. 
She does stay tall and upright, and strong, too. 
Sometimes I’ll pass her walking, then hop 
in the car for the ride home, then pass her 
again, her frail arms and legs still flailing, 
that anguished look still on her sweaty face, 
not yet ready to call it a day until she decides 
it’s time to call it a day.

That pretty much describes many of  us on 
our best days.

We’re flailing in life for whatever reason, 
far from being in sync, struggling with each 
step, yet taking that next step, then another, 
then another, pushing ahead on our own 
timetable and terms, looking for the strength 
to endure whatever it is we must endure, 
determined to keep going. Like the young 
woman I see speed-walking.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. Reach him at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org to share a comment or story idea.

A Conversation On Faith
THE SPEED-WALKER

Ken Garfield

By Ken Garfield

The Administrative Board, whose laity help 
oversee the life and business of  the church, 
covered a lot of  ground at its last meeting:

• The search has begun for a successor to 
Minister of  Worship and the Arts Ellen 
Robison, who left for a similar post at 
The Riverside Church in New York City. 
No timetable was given for when that 
new pastor might be in place, helping 
plan worship.

• Rev. Parker Haynes shared that church 
membership is now 5,244, with a net 
gain of  75 new members so far this 
year. Modestly, to good-natured laughter 
from the gathering, Director of  Youth 
Ministries Lauren Stines noted that 70 
of  those 75 are youth who completed 
Confirmation and joined the church.

• Finance Committee Chair Dennis Soter 
shared that income halfway through the 
year is $2,209,767.24 – down $182,000 

from this same time last year. Church 
leaders reminded the congregation again 
to honor their financial pledge all year 
long and not wait until December to 
catch up. “We’ve got some ground to 
make up,” Dennis said.

• Following the election of  Bishops, lay 
leaders expressed delight that Dr. Howell 
remains as Senior Pastor – a feeling he 
echoed after enduring what he called the 
“emotional wringer” of  the election at 
Lake Junaluska. “We’re here,” Dr. How-
ell said. “I love being here.” Thankful for 
the affection shown to his family since 
the vote, he added, “We have felt loved.”

• Church members are always welcome 
to attend Administrative Board din-
ner meetings, the next one at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, October 20. Alas, few 
accepted the invitation this past meet-
ing. Including Administrative Board 
members and staff, the meeting drew 25 
people – out of  that new membership 
figure of  5,244.

SEARCHING FOR ELLEN’S SUCCESSOR,
MEMBERSHIP, GIVING AND MORE

Inside: Casseroles, Costa Rica, Freedom School

The church is happy to 
mail you a written copy 
of  the 11:00 a.m. Sunday 
sermon. The sermon is 
also posted in written 
form each week at www.
myersparkumc.org. Click 
on Sermons. You’ll also 
find a video version of  the 
message online. To receive 
a written copy of  the 
sermon, contact Director 
of  Communications Ken 
Garfield at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org. Let 
him know if  you need 
more than one copy, in 
case you want to send it 
to a friend or loved one in 
need of  a little inspiration.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

IT’S ALMOST TIME FOR BACK TO SCHOOL



WANT TO LEARN THE BIBLE 
REALLY, REALLY FAST? 

COOKS SPICE THEIR CASSEROLES 
WITH A TASTE OF LOVE

The Cornerstone asked church member Abby Shipp, a rising senior 
at Myers Park High, to tell the story of  the Casserole Team. She’s 
the daughter of  Scott and Jill Shipp.
Ginny Abernathy can’t begin to count the number of  cas-
seroles she’s baked and delivered since joining Myers Park 
United Methodist. But she remembers the people she’s 
served along the way. Ginny helps direct the Casserole 
Ministry, whose members provide tasty expressions of  
love to those who could use a home-cooked meal. Ginny 
shared with me, and now you, her thoughts on what this 
ministry means to her and others.

Though initially a casserole cook, her current role on the 
team involves helping organize when casseroles should 
be made and delivered. She also continues cooking. “It’s 
a great way to meet people,” she says. “Everyone is very 

appreciative of  receiving food after an event that has 
happened in their life.” Many casseroles go to the homes 
of  families with a newborn. Others go to those recently 
home from the hospital or folks who have suffered a 
death in the family. Team members sign up to make a 
casserole at their home, then deliver them to the church. 
Each casserole is made from the cook’s personal recipe. 
Team leaders are flexible as far as recipes. Drivers are 
given the final destination for each casserole. Call them 
deliveries with love.

This ministry is a great way to meet new people, reach 
out to someone in need, and maybe even refine your 
cooking skills. Drivers and cooks are always needed. 
Reach Ginny at larryaec@bellsouth.net. 

By Christine Mull

Call it Bible study for busy lives.

Since 1987, Disciple Bible Study has reached nearly three 
million people worldwide, introducing the grand sweep of  
Scripture in a 34-week format. Here at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, more than 800 people have taken Disciple 
1. Now, this autumn, comes Disciple Fast Track – an adaptation 
on the original, and a compelling option for busy people who 
seek a thorough introduction to Bible study.

Fast Track groups meet for a total of  24 weeks, devoting 12 
weeks each to the Old and New Testaments. Participants read 

three to five chapters of  the Bible each day to prepare for the 
weekly meetings, which last 75 minutes. Want to experience a 
condensed sample of  a weekly meeting, and also have a chance 
to sign up and buy books for class, which begins the week of  
September 6? Attend Disciple Fast Track: Face 2 Face from 7:00 
to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 24, in Room 106 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Rev. Barbara Barden and Fast Track small-group 
lay leaders will be there to share details.

Can’t make it on August 24? Learn more, and sign up, at www.myer-
sparkumc.org.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Doris Madison, mother of  Gayle Spears and grandmother of  
Holley Spears and Jesse Margetson, who died on June 30, 
2016. Charles “Charlie” Albert Trice, father of  Jean Deason and 
grandfather of  Charlie and Lauren Deason, who died on July 
17, 2016. Carol Crockett Fitzgerald, wife of  Bernard Fitzgerald, 
who died on July 24, 2016. Nancy A. Guthery, mother of  Mary 
Wallace and Paul Guthery III and grandmother of  Laura 
Wallace, who died on July 25, 2016. Eloise Copeland, mother of  
Sarah Sumner, grandmother of  Charles Sumner, Katherine 
Spinak and Susan Sumner and great-grandmother of  Trey 
Sumner, Julia and Brady Spinak and Luke Dunham, who died 
on July 27, 2016. 

Babies
Charles Cannon Priester, son of  Katie and Jay Priester, brother 
of  Jack and Anna Priester, grandson of  Jane and Sig Johnsen 
and great-grandson of  Jean Thomason, born on May 21, 2016.

Weddings
Lindsey Erin Farrow and Jonathan Sherman Antonio, married on 
July 30, 2016, at the church.

Abby Shipp, a rising senior at Myers Park High, was part of  a mission 
team of  41 high school youth and eight adults who spent a week in Costa 
Rica. They joined in Vacation Bible School, tackled construction (includ-
ing digging trenches) and built relationships with their Costa Rican hosts. 
Abby shares here the experience.

Blood, sweat, tears, hospitals, construction mud pits. That 
pretty much describes the week I spent with our church 

team in Costa Rica. I had an amazing opportunity to grow in 
my faith with the Lord and to enjoy these last moments with 
my youth group. I’ve been going on mission trips since sixth 
grade, but this one touched me in a special way. 

While praying as a large group on the last night of  the trip, 
Jason Rhymer, our energetic leader, changed up the vibe. 
We began three separate prayers, one per class. The rising 
sophomores were first, followed by juniors, then seniors. Each 
grade sat in a circle, holding hands, feeling God’s presence. 
Those outside the circle placed their hands on someone’s 
shoulders and prayed. When the seniors sat in the circle, the 
mood changed. I can’t begin to describe the amount of  love 
we seniors have for each other. While everyone prayed and 
cried, I couldn’t help but think this was the last official mission 
trip I’ll take with my youth friends.

Once an amazing mission trip ends, you begin to count down 
the days until next summer and the next trip. We seniors won’t 

have that same experience. This is “The Year Of  Lasts” for 
us before we head off  to college and what follows. The last 
Flamingo Awards (recalling our missions work in a fun way). 
The last youth group. The last small group. The last Love 
Feast.

With all “the lasts” that begin this year, there is one sure 
exception: There will never be a last for the amount of  love we 
share with the Lord and each other.

Mission To Costa Rica: 
THE YEAR OF LASTS

Prayng for each other in Costa Rica. Photo by Ellen Spence.

PROGRAM ON CIVIL CONVERSATION; 
NEW CALLBOX; NEW ARCHIVES ROOM; 

WELCOME THE INCOMING BISHOP
• In these divisive times, two compelling programs: At 7:00 

p.m. Monday, September 12, in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell 
and Molly Barker will explore how to have a civil con-
versation with someone we don’t know or understand. 
“An important skill set for Christians in our combative 
culture,” Dr. Howell says. Molly founded Girls on the Run, 
which uses running to help empower girls. Her new cause 
is the nonprofit Red Boot Coalition, which aims to combat 
the culture’s polarization. The program comes amid the 
continuing conversation at the church on race and recon-
ciliation. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 26, in Jubilee 
Hall, in the heat of  an unparalleled presidential race, Dr. 
Howell will offer a program on religion and politics from a 
Christian and Methodist perspective. Details to come.

• As part of  the church’s heightened security and safety: 
Enter the church during the week through the Parish Life 
Building main entrance (under the portico). Other doors 
are typically locked during nonpeak hours. If  you find the 
main door locked after 5:00 p.m. weekdays, use the new 
callbox outside the door to summon the staffer on duty to 
let you in.

• The Archives Room, filled with historical items from the 
church, is moving to what used to be the prayer room 
outside Jubilee Hall. The old Archives Room in the Snyder 
Building will be taken over by the ever-growing Children’s 
Music Ministries.

• Bishop Paul Leeland is the new Bishop of  the Western 
North Carolina Conference of  The United Methodist 
Church. He starts September 1, succeeding Bishop Larry 
Goodpaster, who retires after eight years to become 
Bishop-in-Residence at Candler School of  Theology in 
Atlanta. Bishop Leeland had served in the Alabama-West 
Florida Conference. Previously he served churches in the 
Raleigh-based North Carolina Conference. Turn to www.
wnccumc.org for more.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

August 3, 2016
• FALL SMALL GROUPS Learn about upcoming small 

groups and sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups 
for Companions In Christ, Disciple Bible Study and Emotionally 
Healthy Spirituality.

• STEP, JUMP, LEAP ONLINE The plan to reignite church 
efforts in five areas – Grow In Faith, Radical Hospitality, 
Community Building And Partnerships, Education, and 
Affordable Housing – is on the home page of  www.
myersparkumc.org. Read Step, Jump, Leap, as it’s called, then 
reach church member Dave Lank at 704-909-8152 to learn 
more.

• SMALL STUFF MISSION Need work done around the 
house? Church member Jim Walters has started Small Stuff  
Mission to help seniors, the handicapped and others with 
light projects. Reach him at 704-607-7157 or jfwalters45@
gmail.com.

• TEACHER TRAINING If  you are currently teaching an 
adult Sunday School class or leading an adult small group, 
or want to do so, attend a  training session from 4:00 to 6:00 
p.m. Sunday, August 14, in Room 106 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Rev. Barbara Barden at 704-295-4813 or 
bbarden@mpumc.org.

• WEEKEND RETREAT An end-of-summer retreat in 
the wooded setting of  Caraway Conference Center near 
Asheboro August 19-21 will be led by Rev. Bill Roth. All 
ages are welcome. To learn more, reach Rev Barbara Barden 
at bbarden@mpumc.org or visit www.myersparkumc.org/
adults.

• MISSION: RIO September 17-26, the church will send 
a mission team to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, to partner with a 
United Methodist church to do light construction, work 
with youth at a teen center and more. Sign up at www.
myersparkumc.org/serve under Global Missions.

• MISSION: HAITI Join the team headed to Bayonnais, 
Haiti, October 26 to November 2. Sign up at www.
myersparkumc.org/serve under Global Missions. Details: 
Nancy Holmes at nholmes@mpumc.org.

• HANDBELLS 101 Want to learn to play handbells? Intro To 
Handbells classes open to all adults are Tuesdays from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. in Room 229 in the Snyder Building: August 9 (4-In-
Hand And Shelley Ringing) and August 30 (Mallet Madness 
And Techniques A-Z). Details: Director of  Music for Children 
and Youth Brian Childers at 704-295-4806 or brian@mpumc.
org. 

• LEARN ABOUT BAPTISM All are invited to learn about 
the sacrament of  Baptism at a class at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August 
14, in Francis Chapel.  It’s required for parents seeking baptism 
for their child. Child care is available. No reservations are 
needed. 

• MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Counselor Bronah Livingston 
will lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, August 20, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. 
The seminar meets the premarital counseling for those getting 
married at the church. All couples are welcome. The seminar 
will explore Dr. John Gottman’s book, The Seven Principles for 
Making Marriage Work. The seminar is free for those getting 
married at the church, $30 per couple for others, payable at the 
workshop by check or cash. To register by August 18, reach 
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• SINGLE BOOMERS The Single Boomers church fellowship 
group (roughly ages 52 to 70) typically meets for dinner at 
6:30 p.m. the second Tuesday of  each month at a different 
restaurant. Other activities include movies, plays and more. To 
learn more, reach Jan Nomina at jan.nomina@gmail.com.

• WEIGH IN ON BUILDINGS The committee looking at 
the future of  the church campus and facilities, and whether to 
renovate existing structures or build something new, welcomes 
the congregation’s feedback and questions. Reach Chan Martin 
at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com.



Opera Carolina Youth

A KID AND A COP
By Melissa McGill
 
A Freedom School moment for these troubled times: While we 
were reading a book at Drop Everything and Read time, my 
first-grade friend’s eyes lit up as she looked behind me. Based 

on her reaction, I expected to see a parent 
or favorite intern who had spent the sum-
mer helping her learn and grow. Instead, I 
saw a Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Officer 
in casual clothes, jeans and a polo embla-
zoned with the CMPD logo. He waved to 
my friend, and came over and asked what we 
were reading. Then he continued his rounds 
around the library at Sedgefield Elementary 
School, pausing to speak to the children 

who obviously knew and liked him. He finally 
settled down in a chair to read for a few minutes with two boys, 
one an elementary-age Freedom School scholar, the other a mid-
dle school youth from our church. This is the work of  reconcili-
ation, making the mountains of  mistrust move, one stone, one 
book, one child at a time. 

RECALLING THE HOLOCAUST,
AUGUST 12 IN JUBILEE HALL

When composers 
Hans Krasa and Adolf  
Hoffmeister wrote the 
score of  their opera, 
Brundibar, they couldn’t 
have known that its first 
performance would 
come in a Nazi con-
centration camp. After 
the two composers and 
cast of  Czech orphans 
were transported to the 
Theresienstadt concen-
tration camp, the original 
score was reconstructed 
to accommodate the instruments available in captivity. 
Defying all odds, the show went on in 1943, and is still be-
ing performed in 2016. According to Opera Carolina, the 
35-minute opera written for children chronicles the story 

of  a brother and 
sister’s triumph 
in defeating the 
bothersome organ 
grinder Brundi-
bar – an allegory 
recalling victims 
of  the Holocaust. 
Students in Opera 
Carolina’s sum-
mer workshop will 
perform Brundibar 
at 7:00 p.m. Friday, 
August 12, in Ju-
bilee Hall. Tickets 

are $15, available at the door and at www.CarolinaTix.org. A 
Q&A with performers follows.
– Caroline McKinley

During Freedom School, members of  the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police 
Department volunteered at the Scholastic Book Fair. Our church spon-
sored its 10th Freedom School this summer, helping 80 kids read, learn 
and have a blast. Turn to www.myersparkumc.org for photos from the 
Freedom School finale. Photo by Freedom School Partners. 

Melissa McGill
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United Methodist. But she remembers the people she’s 
served along the way. Ginny helps direct the Casserole 
Ministry, whose members provide tasty expressions of  
love to those who could use a home-cooked meal. Ginny 
shared with me, and now you, her thoughts on what this 
ministry means to her and others.

Though initially a casserole cook, her current role on the 
team involves helping organize when casseroles should 
be made and delivered. She also continues cooking. “It’s 
a great way to meet people,” she says. “Everyone is very 
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Team leaders are flexible as far as recipes. Drivers are 
given the final destination for each casserole. Call them 
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Since 1987, Disciple Bible Study has reached nearly three 
million people worldwide, introducing the grand sweep of  
Scripture in a 34-week format. Here at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, more than 800 people have taken Disciple 
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on the original, and a compelling option for busy people who 
seek a thorough introduction to Bible study.

Fast Track groups meet for a total of  24 weeks, devoting 12 
weeks each to the Old and New Testaments. Participants read 

three to five chapters of  the Bible each day to prepare for the 
weekly meetings, which last 75 minutes. Want to experience a 
condensed sample of  a weekly meeting, and also have a chance 
to sign up and buy books for class, which begins the week of  
September 6? Attend Disciple Fast Track: Face 2 Face from 7:00 
to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 24, in Room 106 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Rev. Barbara Barden and Fast Track small-group 
lay leaders will be there to share details.
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Abby Shipp, a rising senior at Myers Park High, was part of  a mission 
team of  41 high school youth and eight adults who spent a week in Costa 
Rica. They joined in Vacation Bible School, tackled construction (includ-
ing digging trenches) and built relationships with their Costa Rican hosts. 
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Blood, sweat, tears, hospitals, construction mud pits. That 
pretty much describes the week I spent with our church 

team in Costa Rica. I had an amazing opportunity to grow in 
my faith with the Lord and to enjoy these last moments with 
my youth group. I’ve been going on mission trips since sixth 
grade, but this one touched me in a special way. 

While praying as a large group on the last night of  the trip, 
Jason Rhymer, our energetic leader, changed up the vibe. 
We began three separate prayers, one per class. The rising 
sophomores were first, followed by juniors, then seniors. Each 
grade sat in a circle, holding hands, feeling God’s presence. 
Those outside the circle placed their hands on someone’s 
shoulders and prayed. When the seniors sat in the circle, the 
mood changed. I can’t begin to describe the amount of  love 
we seniors have for each other. While everyone prayed and 
cried, I couldn’t help but think this was the last official mission 
trip I’ll take with my youth friends.

Once an amazing mission trip ends, you begin to count down 
the days until next summer and the next trip. We seniors won’t 

have that same experience. This is “The Year Of  Lasts” for 
us before we head off  to college and what follows. The last 
Flamingo Awards (recalling our missions work in a fun way). 
The last youth group. The last small group. The last Love 
Feast.

With all “the lasts” that begin this year, there is one sure 
exception: There will never be a last for the amount of  love we 
share with the Lord and each other.
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PROGRAM ON CIVIL CONVERSATION; 
NEW CALLBOX; NEW ARCHIVES ROOM; 

WELCOME THE INCOMING BISHOP
• In these divisive times, two compelling programs: At 7:00 

p.m. Monday, September 12, in Jubilee Hall, Dr. Howell 
and Molly Barker will explore how to have a civil con-
versation with someone we don’t know or understand. 
“An important skill set for Christians in our combative 
culture,” Dr. Howell says. Molly founded Girls on the Run, 
which uses running to help empower girls. Her new cause 
is the nonprofit Red Boot Coalition, which aims to combat 
the culture’s polarization. The program comes amid the 
continuing conversation at the church on race and recon-
ciliation. At 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 26, in Jubilee 
Hall, in the heat of  an unparalleled presidential race, Dr. 
Howell will offer a program on religion and politics from a 
Christian and Methodist perspective. Details to come.

• As part of  the church’s heightened security and safety: 
Enter the church during the week through the Parish Life 
Building main entrance (under the portico). Other doors 
are typically locked during nonpeak hours. If  you find the 
main door locked after 5:00 p.m. weekdays, use the new 
callbox outside the door to summon the staffer on duty to 
let you in.

• The Archives Room, filled with historical items from the 
church, is moving to what used to be the prayer room 
outside Jubilee Hall. The old Archives Room in the Snyder 
Building will be taken over by the ever-growing Children’s 
Music Ministries.

• Bishop Paul Leeland is the new Bishop of  the Western 
North Carolina Conference of  The United Methodist 
Church. He starts September 1, succeeding Bishop Larry 
Goodpaster, who retires after eight years to become 
Bishop-in-Residence at Candler School of  Theology in 
Atlanta. Bishop Leeland had served in the Alabama-West 
Florida Conference. Previously he served churches in the 
Raleigh-based North Carolina Conference. Turn to www.
wnccumc.org for more.



By Jen Rothacker
Smell the pencil shavings? That’s the scent of  a new school 
year. Here are ways to get involved through the church:

• Daily Prayer: Take a few moments before school 
and at the end of  each day to pray for administrators, 
teachers, staff, students and lay servants. Pray for peace, 
patience, and the gift to safely teach, learn and grow.

• Serve At Sedgefield: The church has a thriving 
relationship with Sedgefield Elementary and Sedgefield 
Middle schools. Serve by reading one-on-one with a 
second-grader, helping a new teacher or sharing your 
talent at a club meeting. Learn more through lay leaders: 
For Sedgefield Elementary, reach Kitty Bauknight at 
kbauknight@me.com. For Sedgefield Middle, reach Lisa 
Howell at lisaruns@icloud.com. 
 

• Appreciate A Teacher: Donate items for teacher 
appreciation bags: $10 Target gift cards, $10 gas cards, 
tissues, hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes. Donations 
go in the Parish Life lobby bin by August 21.

• Blessing Of  The Backpacks: Children in Grades 5 
and below can join their parents at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, 
August 28, in Jubilee Hall to have backpacks and book 
bags blessed at a special service.

• Back To School Prayer Service: Gather in the 
Sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, August 28, to pray for 
schools, teachers, parents, students and school board 
members. Dr. Howell will lead the service. The Middle 
School Back to School Bash follows at 5:30 p.m. 

• Link Your Harris Teeter VIC Card: Sedgefield 
Elementary (2242), Sedgefield Middle (2106) and The 
Children’s Circle church preschool (3422).

Another way Myers Park United Methodist helps repair a 
broken world: The church’s Wesley Foundation has awarded 
its latest round of  grants – $180,000 in all – to worthy 
causes in Charlotte and around the world. The Foundation 
preserves the beauty of  the church campus and buildings 
while supporting outreach. A new campaign is educating 
the congregation about how planned giving can expand the 
Foundation’s reach.

Beds For Kids, $7,889 for a truck. Care Ring (preven-
tive health services), $10,000 for upfit/cubicles. Changed 
Choices (helps women getting out of  prison), $4,000 
for rental rehab/housing repairs. Charlotte Community 
Health Clinic, $10,000 for a dental clinic. Charlotte Res-
cue Mission, $7,500 for restroom/water fountain. Chil-
dren’s Home Society (adoption, foster services and more), 
$2,500 for office renovation. Friendship Trays, $13,000 for 
a steamer. Harvest Center (works with poor), $3,500 for 
upfit/tech support. HeartBright Foundation (promotes 

heart health), $1,000 for iPads/mentoring. Hope Haven 
(helps chemically dependent), $5,000 for kitchen appli-
ances. Lily Pad Haven (helps human trafficking victims), 
$6,000 for AC. QC Family Tree (faith-based community in 
west Charlotte), $5,000 for affordable housing renovations. 
Safe Alliance (domestic violence shelter/services), $3,000 
for sleeper sofas. Second Harvest Food Bank, $6,000 
for forklifts/scales. Supportive Housing Communities, 
$5,600 for new flooring for McCreesh Place (apartments for 
formerly homeless). Learning Collaborative (preschool 
for needy kids), $14,260 for a kitchen. UMAR (works with 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities), 
$10,000 to relocate generator. Urban Ministry Center, 
$10,000 for a vehicle. Methodist ministry in Brazil, 
$11,251 for beds/mattresses/upfit. Costa Rica mission 
project, $7,000 for playground shade/fence. OFCB Min-
istries in Haiti, $15,000 for a bathroom. Gbarnga School 
of  Theology in Liberia, $15,000 for doors/roof. Faith 
Ministry in Mexico, $7,500 for kitchen items.

WESLEY FOUNDATION AWARDS OUTREACH GRANTS

I speed-walk many days after work, devoted 
to getting some exercise and clearing my 

mind, too laser-focused on the next step to 
look up and say hey to 
passersby. Sorry about 
that.

But I have noticed the 
young woman with 
whom I share the 
sidewalks around church 
many an afternoon. 
She’s impossible to miss. 
I’m guessing she’s in 
her late 20s, extremely 

thin, nearly as fast as me and more intense, 
if  that’s possible. No matter how hot it 
gets, she’s out there doing her miles, leaning 
forward as if  she’s about to topple over, a 
look of  anguish on her sweat-drenched face. 
But that’s not what I first noticed about 
her. What I first noticed is how her arms 
and legs seem to go off  in four different 
directions, flailing almost, as if  they’re not 
quite under her control. Maybe they aren’t. 
I’m curious about her story, but respect her 
privacy and effort too much to do anything 
but wonder.

It’s like looking at a scarecrow whose straw 
has fallen out, leaving her to try to stay tall 
and upright.

Here’s why I’m sharing this with you. 
She does stay tall and upright, and strong, too. 
Sometimes I’ll pass her walking, then hop 
in the car for the ride home, then pass her 
again, her frail arms and legs still flailing, 
that anguished look still on her sweaty face, 
not yet ready to call it a day until she decides 
it’s time to call it a day.

That pretty much describes many of  us on 
our best days.

We’re flailing in life for whatever reason, 
far from being in sync, struggling with each 
step, yet taking that next step, then another, 
then another, pushing ahead on our own 
timetable and terms, looking for the strength 
to endure whatever it is we must endure, 
determined to keep going. Like the young 
woman I see speed-walking.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. Reach him at 704-295-4819 or 
ken@mpumc.org to share a comment or story idea.

A Conversation On Faith
THE SPEED-WALKER

Ken Garfield

By Ken Garfield

The Administrative Board, whose laity help 
oversee the life and business of  the church, 
covered a lot of  ground at its last meeting:

• The search has begun for a successor to 
Minister of  Worship and the Arts Ellen 
Robison, who left for a similar post at 
The Riverside Church in New York City. 
No timetable was given for when that 
new pastor might be in place, helping 
plan worship.

• Rev. Parker Haynes shared that church 
membership is now 5,244, with a net 
gain of  75 new members so far this 
year. Modestly, to good-natured laughter 
from the gathering, Director of  Youth 
Ministries Lauren Stines noted that 70 
of  those 75 are youth who completed 
Confirmation and joined the church.

• Finance Committee Chair Dennis Soter 
shared that income halfway through the 
year is $2,209,767.24 – down $182,000 

from this same time last year. Church 
leaders reminded the congregation again 
to honor their financial pledge all year 
long and not wait until December to 
catch up. “We’ve got some ground to 
make up,” Dennis said.

• Following the election of  Bishops, lay 
leaders expressed delight that Dr. Howell 
remains as Senior Pastor – a feeling he 
echoed after enduring what he called the 
“emotional wringer” of  the election at 
Lake Junaluska. “We’re here,” Dr. How-
ell said. “I love being here.” Thankful for 
the affection shown to his family since 
the vote, he added, “We have felt loved.”

• Church members are always welcome 
to attend Administrative Board din-
ner meetings, the next one at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, October 20. Alas, few 
accepted the invitation this past meet-
ing. Including Administrative Board 
members and staff, the meeting drew 25 
people – out of  that new membership 
figure of  5,244.

SEARCHING FOR ELLEN’S SUCCESSOR,
MEMBERSHIP, GIVING AND MORE

Inside: Casseroles, Costa Rica, Freedom School

The church is happy to 
mail you a written copy 
of  the 11:00 a.m. Sunday 
sermon. The sermon is 
also posted in written 
form each week at www.
myersparkumc.org. Click 
on Sermons. You’ll also 
find a video version of  the 
message online. To receive 
a written copy of  the 
sermon, contact Director 
of  Communications Ken 
Garfield at 704-295-4819 
or ken@mpumc.org. Let 
him know if  you need 
more than one copy, in 
case you want to send it 
to a friend or loved one in 
need of  a little inspiration.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

IT’S ALMOST TIME FOR BACK TO SCHOOL




