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Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
 

 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

  Opening Voluntary  

 Prelude on GIFT OF LOVE arr. Michael Burkhardt 

 

 

 



 Call to Worship from Psalm 81 

Sing aloud to God our strength. 

Shout for joy to the Lord of Life. 

Blessed be the one, holy and living God. 

Glory to God forever. 

 
 Opening Hymn No. 92 (Stanzas 1-5)  

For the Beauty of the Earth  DIX 

 

 

 

 

 

The Creed No. 885 A Modern Affirmation 
 We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power and love, 

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man, 

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope, 

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

   as the divine presence in our lives, 

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 

   of the truth of Christ, 

   and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself 

   in the service of love 

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end 

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Prayer of Confession  

Lord, all that we have is a gift from you, 

   yet we do not live lives of gratitude. 

We ignore strangers  

   and turn away from those in need. 

We seek honor for ourselves 

   and allow pride to take root in us. 

Forgive our foolish ways, O God, 

   and restore us to you, 

   that we may walk in the way of love. 

Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism   

 

 Congregational Response    
 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART  

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

with this water God has sealed you  

unto love and grace divine. 

 

Child of God your loving parent,  

learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

trust and love God more than all. 

 

 

 Reception of New Members   

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation No. 408  

The Gift of Love  GIFT OF LOVE 

 

 New Testament Reading Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



 

Sermon   

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

Love Divine (8:30) arr. Howard Goodall 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (9:45, 11:00) arr. Mack Wilberg 

Love divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, to earth come down. 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown! 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart. 

 

Breathe, O breathe thy loving spirit into every troubled breast! 

Let us all in Thee inherit; let us find thy promised rest; 

take away the love of sinning; alpha and omega be; 

end of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty. 

 

Come, Almighty to deliver, let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return and never, nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love. 

 

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation, perfectly restored in thee; 

changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place; 

till we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Amen! 

 

 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No.   

Gather Us In  

 

 



 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary  
 Toccata in F Bux WV 156 D. Buxtehude 

________________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 



LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister 
 

LAY READERS 
Courtenay Miller (8:30), John Snyder (9:45), Angie Kinghorn (11:00) 



MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Nicolas Haigh, Music Associate and Organist 

Robert Moody, cello 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. If you’re just 

getting to know us, we are a community that welcomes people from all walks of 

life. Any staff member, usher or church member is glad to answer questions, or 

share directions. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in 

the Sanctuary narthex and by the Jubilee Hall door. 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS This morning, we welcome new members to the 

life of our church: At the 8:30 a.m. service, Matthew and Lindsay Cunningham and 

Ron and Miriam Edwards. At the 9:45 a.m. service, Melanie and Evie Cooke and 

Chris and Lori Flouhouse. At the 11:00 a.m. service, Will and Kelley Brugh, 

Ernest and Pushpa Chander, Margaret Hicks and Steve McLaurin. Take a moment 

to offer a personal word of “Welcome!” Want to learn more about our church 

family, how to get involved and perhaps join our congregation? Our Discover 

Myers Park class shares about the life of the church. Discover Myers Park meets at 

10:45 a.m. Sunday, October 23, in the lobby of Parish Life Building for coffee, 

fellowship and conversation. You don’t need to sign up in advance for these 

gatherings, just come and join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 

parker@mpumc.org to learn more. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of Baptism 

at the 8:30 a.m. service is Quinn Matthew Cunningham, son of Lindsay and Matt 

Cunningham. Being baptized at the 9:45 a.m. service are Emma Lane Bradford, 

daughter of Emily and Jesse Bradford; and John William and Evelyn Elizabeth 

Mathis, children of Sara and Taylor Mathis. Being baptized at the 11:00 a.m. 

service is Greyson Ian Gunn, son of Karolina and Kyle Gunn. 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God, in loving 

memory of Arnie Sharar by his family, and also in loving memory of James Sutton 

by Jan Sharar. 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 
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LEARN ABOUT CUB SCOUTS Boys in rising Grades 1-5 are welcome to join 

Cub Scout Pack No. 3 at our church. The Pack meets Wednesdays from 6:30 to 

7:30 p.m. and is open to members and non-members. You can get more 

information in the Parish Life lobby today from 9:00 a.m. to noon. An open house 

is from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 31, in the Scout Room downstairs in 

the Youth Building. To learn more, e-mail cubmaster.pack3@gmail.com. 

 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

Today is Kickoff Sunday, a special day in the life of our church as children ages 

two and up report to their new Sunday School class at 9:45 a.m. At 10:00 a.m., 

children in Grades K-5 gather in Jubilee Hall for the Blessing of the Backpacks. To 

mark the return of Sunday School today, the Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the 

Parish Life lobby will give away cookies and other tasty snacks. At 5:00 p.m. in 

the Sanctuary, Dr. Howell leads the annual Back To School Prayer Service to usher 

in the new school year. The Middle School Back To School Bash follows at 5:30 

p.m. in the church parking lot with fun and games and food. The community, of 

course, is welcome to join us. 

 

CHANCEL CHOIRS IN CONCERT The Chancel Choirs of Myers Park United 

Methodist and Covenant Presbyterian churches will join with da Capo Brass for a 

free concert at 7:00 p.m. this evening at Covenant Presbyterian, 1000 E. Morehead 

St. It’s part of the American Guild of Organists’ Summer Recital Series. An 

offering will benefit the Guild’s Stigall Scholarship Fund. 

YOUNG ADULTS STUDY Young adults are invited to a Lectio Divina study 

with Dr. Melanie Dobson at 7:00 p.m. this evening in Room 105 of the Parish Life 

Building. This is a Benedictine practice of Scriptural reading, meditation and 

prayer. 

THE SUNDAY SHUTTLE The popular Sunday shuttle bus service runs 

continuously from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. between the church and Myers Park 

Traditional at 2132 Radcliffe Avenue off Selwyn Avenue, so you don’t have to 

hunt for a parking space.  

 

 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP FORMING We have a lot of energy bubbling up 

around issues of race, reconciliation, education, economics, housing. If you sense a 

calling to be involved in helping us think through how to engage the issues of the 

day from a Christian and Methodist perspective, reach Dr. Howell at 704-295-4850 

or james@mpumc.org. Our recently adopted Step Jump Leap strategic plan urges 

us to be a church that advocates for social justice and a better community. 

mailto:cubmaster.pack3@gmail.com
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LEARN ABOUT BROWNIES Brownie Girl Scout Troop No. 2268 for second-

grade girls is being formed at the church. A meeting to share details will be at 6:00 

p.m. Tuesday, August 30, in Room 110 of the Parish Life Building. To learn more, 

reach Melissa Poovey at 704-649-1263 or Melissa.hood@ge.com. 

HANDBELLS 101 The final Handbells 101 class open to all regardless of 

experience is at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 30, in the handbell room (Room 229 in 

the Snyder Building). The subject: Mallet Madness and Techniques A-Z. Details: 

Director of Music for Children and Youth Brian Childers at 704-295-4810 or 

brian@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY  H.O.T. Wednesday returns September 14, offering a 

delicious meal and fellowship from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee 

Hall. Each week in the Sunday bulletin, we will share the upcoming menu and how 

to make reservations. 

CARING FOR AGING PARENTS The congregation and community are invited 

to a panel discussion on Issues In Caring For Aging Parents at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 

September 20, in Francis Chapel. Sponsored by Stephen Ministries, the panel will 

include Parish Nurse Susan Mobley, Rev. Bill Roth and church member Bob 

Truscello. Among the topics: Spirituality, and expectations when faced with this 

challenge in life. 

ADULTS PLUS! The Adults Plus! ministry for ages 55 and over begins a new 

season of programs and fellowship at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, September 21, in 

Room 103 of the Parish Life Building. Molly Barker of the Red Boot Coalition 

will talk about her work promoting “honest sharing and compassionate listening” – 

continuing the conversation she shares with Dr. Howell on Monday, September 12, 

at 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. A barbecue chicken lunch follows for the Adults Plus! 

folks at noon September 21 in Jubilee Hall. To make a reservation by noon 

September 20, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 
SIGN UP FOR FALL SMALL GROUPS View class information (including 

days and times) and sign up for small groups, which start the week of September 5, 

at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. Included are Companions In Christ, 

Disciple Bible Study and Emotionally Healthy Spirituality small groups. 

WANT TO BE A PART OF MUSIC MINISTRY? Would you like to sing or 

play in one of our choirs? We offer opportunities for all abilities and commitment 

levels with our Chancel Choir, Women’s Ensemble and many handbell choirs. You 

can find more about rehearsal times and other details at www.myersparkumc.org or 

by reaching Nancy Hamff at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. 
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CAN WE TALK CIVILLY? At 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 12, in Jubilee 

Hall, Dr. Howell will engage in a dialogue with Molly Barker about how to start up 

a civil conversation with someone you don’t understand or even know, and why 

it’s important. Molly founded Charlotte’s Red Boot Coalition, which promotes 

what it calls “honest sharing and compassionate listening.” 

RISING STRONG WORKSHOP Church member Frances Baldwin will lead a 

six-session workshop at the church based on Brené Brown’s book, Rising Strong, 

from 9:30 a.m. to noon Fridays from September 16 to October 21 in Room 105 of 

the Parish Life Building. To learn more and sign up, reach Frances at 704-654-

0064 or frances@baldwindavis.com. 

NEW CLASS FOR WOMEN Women of all ages are invited to participate in a 

new class – Simply Women – that will meet at 9:45 a.m. each Sunday in Room 167 

in the Youth Building starting September 18. Participants from all stages in life 

will share Bible study and fellowship. Details: Director of Young Adults Jessica 

Stevens at 704-295-4803 or jessica@mpumc.org. 

MINDFULNESS BOOK STUDY Parish Nurse Susan Mobley will facilitate a 

book study on Mindfulness: An Eight-Week Plan for Finding Peace in a Frantic 

World by Mark Williams and Danny Penman. The class will meet Mondays from 

11:00 a.m. to noon from September 19 to November 14 in Room 103 in the Parish 

Life Building.  Class size is limited to 15. To sign up, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-

295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

ACOLYTES, BIBLE CARRIERS, CRUCIFERS Youth in Grades 5-12 are 

welcome to serve in this meaningful Sunday morning ministry: Fifth-graders serve 

as Bible carriers, processing into Sanctuary worship with the Bible. Youth in 

Grades 6-9 serve as Acolytes, processing in with torches and lighting the altar 

candles. Youth in Grades 10-12 lead the processional carrying the cross into the 

Sanctuary. Training for all three roles is from 10:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, 

September 24, and 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Sunday, October 16, both in the Sanctuary. 

Youth must attend one session. A parent must attend, too, to learn about 

scheduling, procedures and dress requirements. Adults are also invited to train to 

serve as Sunday morning coach, a commitment of once every four to six Sundays. 

Details: Amelia Miller at cmiller5@carolina.rr.com. 

RELIGION AND POLITICS In the midst of this bitter election season, Dr. 

Howell will explore religion and politics from a Christian and Methodist 

perspective at 7:00 p.m. Monday, September 26, in Jubilee Hall. 
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SERVING OTHERS… 
PRAY FOR PARTNER SCHOOLS As CMS begins a new school year, join us 

on the campuses of our two partner schools for a short prayer ceremony Monday 

morning, August 29. We’ll meet at 6:50 a.m. at Sedgefield Elementary, 715 

Hartford Ave., then at 8:15 a.m. at Sedgefield Middle, 2700 Dorchester Place. 

Minister of Missions Rev. Nathan Arledge will lead us in prayer. 

DONATE MEN’S SOCKS Donations of new men’s socks of all kinds are 

welcome through September 21 in the Parish Life lobby bin for Urban Ministry 

Center – ankle, crew and knee-high socks are all welcome. 

HABITAT BUILD A lovely family of five will join with Myers Park United 

Methodist and Presbyterian churches to help build their Habitat home in the Grier 

Heights community. We’ll serve two to three days a week starting Friday, 

September 9. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/serve. 

LOUISIANA FLOOD RELIEF We are collecting funds to help those affected by 

the recent floods. Donate at www.myersparkumc.org/give. For every $65 you 

donate, you can help a family fill a flood bucket with cleaning supplies. You can 

also write a check to the church with Flood Relief in the memo line and put it in 

the offering plate or mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

HAITI MISSION Join our team headed to Bayonnais, Haiti, October 26 to 

November 2. Register at www.myersparkumc.org/serve under Global Missions. 

Details: Steve Breckenridge at 704-231-1138 or sbreckenridge@carolina.rr.com. 

DONATIONS FOR BRAZIL The team headed next month to Brazil welcomes 

donations of reading glasses, coloring books, soccer balls and more. The entire list 

is at www.myersparkumc.org/serve under Global Missions. Shop from the 

Amazon wish list and have donations delivered to the Parish Life lobby through 

September 11. 

LIVEDIFFERENTLY WEEKEND COMING Pencil in October 1-2 to 

#LiveDifferently. Ministry opportunities will focus on food insecurity locally and 

globally as we celebrate World Communion Day. Details are coming. 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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