JIM WALTERS LAUNCHES SMALL STUFF MISSION
By Ken Garfield
A new nuts-and-bolts ministry – nuts and bolts and
hammers and wrenches – is helping those who need a hand.
Church member Jim Walters, 71, a retired banker and
entrepreneur, has launched Small Stuff Mission, performing
household tasks for seniors, the handicapped, single women
(and men!) and others. There’s no charge for the work.
Customers are encouraged to cover the cost of materials,
though it’s not required. Donations are welcome, to be put
back into the ministry. With early donations, Jim bought a
better ladder, knee pads and more tools. Ever the organizer,
he’d like to equip a small van with tools and parts.
Small Stuff Mission will tackle 46 tasks in six areas: Kitchen,
Bathroom, Electrical, Household, Outdoors, and Doors/
Walls/Floors/Windows. Among them: Clear a stopped-up

sink, add bath and shower safety grab bars, hook up a TV,
hang blinds, replace floodlight bulbs and unstick doors.
Volunteers who do the work won’t do anything that requires
a professional license. The idea is to tackle small stuff that
can be done in an hour or two. Heads up: No yardwork.
Already, Small Stuff Mission has installed a flashing portable
doorbell chime for a hearing impaired older woman, and
repaired and replaced broken drawer rails for a retired
couple.
Do you want to make an appointment for Small Stuff Mission
to do some work? Are you handy and want to join the team
and tackle tasks that’ll make people’s lives easier? Reach Jim
Walters at 704-607-7157 or jfwalters45@gmail.com.

A Message From Dr. Howell:

‘WE LOVE OUR CHURCH
FAMILY HERE’
As has been widely shared, Dr. Howell is returning to Myers Park United Methodist Church as
Senior Pastor after the election of five Bishops in
the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference. News
of the election can be found at www.wnccumc.org,
as well as the appointment of Paul Leeland as
Bishop of the Western North Carolina Conference. He succeeds Bishop Larry Goodpaster, who is
retiring. The election over, Dr. Howell shares this
message to the congregation.
As I shared with our church family several
weeks ago, our Conference chose me as a
candidate for the office of Bishop. I had
no desire to leave Myers Park, but I have
always tried to remain open to whatever
God might be calling me to do. The election did not go my way for various reasons.
So Lisa and I are delighted to remain in our

church home, and
in our actual home
where we’ve lived
for 13 years. We love
our church family
here, and have been
moved and humbled
by so many expressions of love during
recent days.
Dr. James Howell

Looking ahead, we
certainly have a lot
of work to do as a church – growing in our
faith, and engaging our community during
what are such very challenging times. I have
confidence in all of you, in us, that we will
rise up and do what God is calling us to do.

A Conversation On Faith
QUESTIONS FOR A SEASON
This summer, are you…
•

GOODNESS GRACIOUS GRANTS!,
ANNABELLE, INTERSECTION MAGAZINE
•

•

The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life
lobby, where sales support outreach, has awarded its
latest round of grants to three worthy causes: Salvation
Army Center of Hope in Charlotte, an often-packed
shelter for women and children, received $5,000 for
bedding and other supplies. Charlotte Family Housing got $5,000 to buy “Welcome Home” supplies for
families moving from homelessness to stable housing.
Haywood Street Respite in Asheville was awarded
$2,000 to help minister to the homeless and others discharged from the hospital with nowhere else to go.
Annabelle Suddreth has resigned as Director of Volunteer Engagement. Dr. Howell shared: “What she has
realized during her six months with us is that she misses
her direct work with people in need (the poor, children
and the elderly), at which she worked before coming to

• Keeping your golf
clubs in the trunk and
instead pulling out the
Frisbee and heading to
the beach with the kids?

us, and at which she excelled.” Added Annabelle: “I feel
I need to use the gifts God has given me on behalf of
those who are closest to my heart.”
•

Look for the summer edition of Intersection magazine, its
20 pages filled with stories and photos telling the stories
of the church and its people. Among the highlights:
Carol Pollard’s story of life, loss and loving care; summer interns discuss the future of the church; a Justice
Pilgrimage to Tijuana (Mexico) and Los Angeles; and
more. The church magazine, published three times a
year, is mailed to homes, posted at www.myersparkumc.
org and available around the church. For extra copies,
or to share a story idea, reach Director of Communications Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.
org.

Quitting the rat race and taking a long,
slow walk instead? Taking the time
to ask yourself, “How I can I make
my life richer in all the
ways that truly matter?”
Returning from
vacation refreshed?

Ken Garfield

• Reading something
challenging,
complicated, life-affirming – rather
than the latest page-turning piece of
drivel?

•

•

Staying connected to God? FYI,
we still meet Sunday mornings. If
you’re at Blowing Rock or Bald Head
Island, catch us via livestream at www.
myersparkumc.org. Just sayin’.
Finally figuring out how to put up that
beach umbrella?

•

Taking the three hours you once
reserved to watch the Atlanta Braves
and volunteering that time for a good
cause since the Braves are not currently
watchable?

•

Watching American Graffiti again
because it’s the greatest summer movie
ever made, about the promise of youth
and the future?

•

Watching the grandkids every chance
you get, understanding it’s the greatest
single thing you can do?

•

Rubbing in sunblock before you doze
off in the hammock?

•

Meeting your financial commitment
to the church, since we don’t take
summers off around here?

•

•

Remembering to water your garden
while thanking God for the beauty all
around?
Thanking God again, for the warmth
of summer and the endless possibilities
that life holds?

Director of Communications Ken Garfield writes
about church life.
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SNA PSHOTS
The Cornerstone and ministry
of communications in
general are committed to
sharing the business news
of the church, from budgets
to boards. In that spirit,
members are encouraged
to attend Administrative
Board meetings, where lay
leaders discuss giving and
spending, buildings and
property, staff news and the
like. The next meeting is at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21,
in Room 103 of the Parish
Life Building. Come and
enjoy dinner and fellowship,
listen, ask questions and be
a part of governing a large
and growing congregation
like ours.

Sanctuary services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m.
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A CANDLELIGHT VIGIL. THEN WHAT?
In Memory

The sympathy of the ministers and members is extended to:
The Families Of...
Anthony “Tony” Maiorano, grandfather of Toni Cornelius and
great-grandfather of John, Cate and Jane Cornelius, who died
on May 21, 2016.Doris Madison, who died on June 30, 2016.
Leta Morris Withers, wife of Adams Withers, mother of Geyer,
Sullivan and Payson Withers, daughter of Ann and Roy Morris
and sister of Charles Morris, who died on July 7, 2016.
Kenneth Cook Buker, husband of Anne Buker, father of Ruth
Foushee and grandfather of J.G. and Madison Foushee, who
died on July 9, 2016.

Babies

Michael “Patrick” Corso Jr., son of Leigh and Michael Corso,
grandson of Dan and Linda Cottingham, nephew of Daniel
and Cristina Cottingham and cousin of Nora Jane and Joseph
Cottingham, born on May 16, 2016.Brooks Ramsey Harrell, son
of Holly and Kevin Harrell and brother of Holden and Carter
Harrell, born on May 22, 2016.Frazer Eugene Linebarrier, son
of Megan and Phil Linebarrier and brother of Emma Grace
Linebarrier, born on June 24, 2016.

Weddings

Amanda Williams and Michael Henry, married on April 23, 2016,
in Lenoir.. Virginia Miller and Blake Self, married on July 9,
2016, at the church.Debrah Byrum and Lawrence Parker, married
on July 10, 2016, at the church.

God’s Word, In My Life

‘MY HEART FILLED
WITH GRATITUDE, COMPASSION’
A new Cornerstone feature offers church members the opportunity to share
a Bible verse and its meaning at that moment in their life. Here, Saundra
Magee contributes a variation on that theme, reflecting on the meaning of
her Companions In Christ Bible study in her life. Companions In Christ
feature small-group studies, from an introduction on spiritual practices
(Exploring The Way) to learning more about God’s grace (The Way Of
Grace). Information and online registration for autumn classes will be
available August 1 at www.myersparkumc.org.
Companions In Christ is a Bible study like no other. The class
offered a relaxing, safe environment where I could cultivate
spiritual practices to guide my daily life. It was a gift each week
to be part of a small group that felt like family, and to be able
to share my faith openly. The class is a great way to get away
from the “busy-ness” of life and focus on God’s love. God’s
love gives us power and fullness of life.
One class, in particular, touched me deeply. It was when
we washed the feet of our brothers and sisters in Christ. It
reminded me of how God wants us to serve and love one an-

By Ken Garfield

I

n the wake of unrelenting violence, we gathered on
the church lawn to pray, light candles and sing together
that defining anthem of hope, We Shall Overcome. Some
125 turned out on a warm Sunday evening outside the
Sanctuary – blacks and whites, young and old, Methodists
and people of other faiths, and perhaps those whose faith
has been shattered by the times. A half-dozen uniformed
police officers attended the candlelight vigil. Some came
to participate in the liturgy. Others were there to keep us
from harm, such is our world after Baton Rouge (La.),
suburban St. Paul (Minn.), Dallas, and Nice, France. Photos
of eight men killed in recent days were displayed on a table
at the front of the gathering: Two black men shot by police
officers in explosive circumstances, five police officers
gunned down by a sniper, and the sniper. With the sounding
of each name, the church bell tolled. Scripture was read,
including words from Psalm 142: With my voice I cry to the
Lord. Then a candle was lit. When it was done, we headed
home, Dr. Howell’s words serving as a challenge to a racetorn nation: After the praying must come a zealous pursuit
of righteousness.
Want to join the continuing churchwide conversation on race? Reach
Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

other, just as Jesus loved and served
his disciples. It offered a special
moment of closeness with my family
of classmates. My heart filled with
gratitude and compassion.
Another class that resonated with
me was the one on centering prayer.
We sat in Francis Chapel, where the
atmosphere was quiet and beautiful.
We prepared ourselves for the presence of God by focusing on a single
word, such as “love” or “light.” We
offered our sacred word to Christ
Saundra Magee
and awaited the gift of God’s presence. It is beautiful what Mother Teresa says: “Through prayer, I become one in love with Christ.”
Through centering prayer, one feels peace, compassion, humility and the awareness of God’s unconditional love.

What’s that sound? It’s the squeals of delight
from 275 kids enjoying two weeks of the annual Summer Fun Days at church – a chance
for the little ones to learn and laugh, and for
their parents to enjoy a bit of peace and childfree quiet during summer.

Scenes from the vigil. Photos by Melissa McGill, Caroline McKinley.

THE ZOPPS AND WEST VIRGINIA
By Ken Garfield
When flash floods hit West Virginia last month, killing at least 23, church members Jim and Liza Zopp did not hesitate.
They dropped most everything else in their lives, mobilized to collect money and supplies, and drove to Jim’s hometown
of Rainelle to help those whose homes were destroyed and spirit tested. These photos – including devastation along Main
Street and the sweat on Jim’s shirt and brow – tell the story. The Zopps’ call for help was answered by some in this congregation. Donations included $840 and a moderate amount of cleaning and other supplies. That’s less than this church has
given in response to other emergencies. Perhaps it’s the summer doldrums. Or a vague sense that West Virginia is far enough
away to be out of mind. Or the numbness that has come with all the bad news this summer. Whatever. When the floodwaters rose, the Zopps saw neighbors in need and did what God called them to do.

Jim and Liza Zopp (at left in these photos) and a damaged Main Street in Rainelle, W.Va.

Each issue of the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The
Life Of The Church, reach Director of Communications
Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

July 20, 2016
•FREEDOM SCHOOL FINALE Another church• LEARN ABOUT BAPTISM All are invited to learn about
sponsored Freedom School summer is coming to a close for
the sacrament of Baptism at a class at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, August
80 young scholars who have had a blast reading and learning
14, in Francis Chapel. It’s required for parents seeking baptism
at Sedgefield Elementary. All are invited to the finale at 1:00
for their child. Child care is available. No reservations are
p.m. Wednesday, July 27, in Jubilee Hall. Help is needed
needed.
serving lunch. All can cheer on the kids in their year-end
performances. Visit www.MPUMCFreedomSchool.org.
• MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Counselor Bronah Livingston
will lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon
• HYMN SING JULY 31 The annual Hymns & Hot Dogs
Saturday, August 20, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building.
hymn sing will be at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, July 31, in Jubilee
The seminar meets the premarital counseling for those getting
Hall, offering a chance to join in on such classics as Jesus
married at the church. All couples are welcome. The seminar
Loves Me, When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder, Because He Lives
will explore Dr. John Gottman’s book, The Seven Principles for
and, of course, Amazing Grace. Director of Music Jimmy
Making Marriage Work. The seminar is free for those getting
Jones promises a chance to shout out requests. Hot dogs,
married at the church, $30 per couple for others, payable at the
chips, lemonade and fellowship follow.
workshop by check or cash. To register by August 18, reach
Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.
• SING IN SUMMER CHOIR Everyone from sixth grade
on up regardless of experience is invited to sing in the
Summer Choir at the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service through
August 7. Gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those
mornings for coffee and donuts, then rehearse at 10:15 a.m.
before worship. Participate on any or all Sundays. Details:
Nancy Hamff at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• YOGA WITH MELANIE Dr. Melanie Dobson is offering
Yoga With Melanie from 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Thursdays in
Room 031 downstairs in the Snyder Building. The class is open
to all levels. Each class will use the Scripture text from that
Sunday’s sermon as its theme. To sign up for the free class, visit
www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• GUYS, WANT TO PACKPACK? The men’s Backpacking
Ministry has set its next trip – August 5-7 to Panthertown
Valley near Lake Toxaway in Western North Carolina. It’s
widely considered the Yosemite of the East. To sign up or
learn more: Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@
mpumc.org.

• HEAVY HEARTS Adults are invited to a Sunday School class
July 24 at 9:45 a.m. in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building to
continue exploring the book, Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart:
How to Relate to Those Who Are Suffering, by Kenneth C. Haugk.

• YOUNG ADULTS NEWS During July, the Agape Sunday
School class has hosted Rev. Parker Haynes and Duke
Divinity School summer intern Palmer Cantler to discuss
Methodism. The class meets at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, July 24
and 31, in Room 262 upstairs in the Youth Building. A book
study at 7:00 p.m. Sundays through August 7 in Room 108
of the Parish Life Building is focusing on Shiny Gods – finding
freedom from things that distract us by Mike Slaughter. The Holy
Rollers kickball team plays Tuesday evenings through August
23 at Revolution Park. To join the team, reach Rob Dellibovi
at rdellibovi@gmail.com. Take in a Charlotte Knights
baseball game at 7:05 p.m. Friday, July 29. For more on
young adults: 706-267-7026 or jessica@mpumc.org.

• WANT TO GLEAN? Glean leftover harvest from a local
farm from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Saturday, July 23. It’s familyfriendly. Food goes to local hunger agencies. Details: www.
myersparkumc.org/serve.
• DONATE FOOD ALL SUMMER Grab a blue MPUMC
canvas bag and fill it with canned and boxed goods for Loaves
& Fishes food pantry. Priority items include canned meats and
pastas, cereals and canned fruit. Donations go in the Parish Life
Building lobby bin.

Pilgrimage To South Africa

‘GOD’S KINGDOM NEVER FAR AWAY’
Church member Kate Stuart reflects on the annual Senior Pilgrimage, this summer
to South Africa. Graduating high school seniors who made the journey included
Kate, Jaeger Parsons, Mitchell Malak, James Layton, Andrew Maxwell, Emili
Anderson and Conner Funderburk. Adult leaders included Rev. Nathan Arledge,
Molly Carlberg and Jenna Pearcy. Kate, 18, is headed to UNC Chapel Hill.
Kate Stuart

R

eflecting on the Senior Pilgrimage to South Africa, I realize
that the moments and memories of greatest impact are
captured in one simple yet powerful emotion: A long way from
the comfort of Charlotte, I discovered the true meaning of
home.

With six of my best friends and three adult leaders, I
endured 26 hours of travel to find the most welcoming
community I’d ever encountered. I could write pages about
the hospitality of the congregation of a Zulu Methodist
Church and the inspiring work of the Hillcrest AIDS Centre Trust. We had the thrill of meeting the revered South
African apartheid foe Desmond Tutu at a worship service.
But I want to focus on another part of the trip that embodies the truest character of the 12-day journey. This
deeply spiritual moment followed an extremely uphill hike
toward the peak of Table Mountain. Despite physical
and emotional exhaustion, our tired legs were replaced by
awestruck appreciation as we gained a breathtaking new
perspective of the city of Cape Town. Once we migrated
toward a set of rocks on what felt like the most peaceful place on the planet, we allowed ourselves to truly feel
God’s creation. At an elevation of 3,000 feet, we read and
silently reflected on Scripture, opening ourselves to a state
of vulnerability, exposing ourselves as never before.

Pilgrimage group, top from left: Molly Carlberg, Connor Funderburk, James
Layton, Emili Anderson, Mitchell Malak, Jenna Pearcy, Rev. Nathan
Arledge. Bottom from left: Jeager Parsons, Andrew Maxwell, Kate Stuart.

Far from Myers Park United Methodist Church, our group
discovered that God’s kingdom is never far away. At a
moment like this, I brought home the understanding that
God’s love isn’t bound within the structure of my hometown church. My journey reminded me that God’s peace
exists everywhere, even on a distant peak in South Africa.
Connor Funderburk plays with a child from a local township.

A CANDLELIGHT VIGIL. THEN WHAT?
In Memory

The sympathy of the ministers and members is extended to:
The Families Of...
Anthony “Tony” Maiorano, grandfather of Toni Cornelius and
great-grandfather of John, Cate and Jane Cornelius, who died
on May 21, 2016.Doris Madison, who died on June 30, 2016.
Leta Morris Withers, wife of Adams Withers, mother of Geyer,
Sullivan and Payson Withers, daughter of Ann and Roy Morris
and sister of Charles Morris, who died on July 7, 2016.
Kenneth Cook Buker, husband of Anne Buker, father of Ruth
Foushee and grandfather of J.G. and Madison Foushee, who
died on July 9, 2016.

Babies

Michael “Patrick” Corso Jr., son of Leigh and Michael Corso,
grandson of Dan and Linda Cottingham, nephew of Daniel
and Cristina Cottingham and cousin of Nora Jane and Joseph
Cottingham, born on May 16, 2016.Brooks Ramsey Harrell, son
of Holly and Kevin Harrell and brother of Holden and Carter
Harrell, born on May 22, 2016.Frazer Eugene Linebarrier, son
of Megan and Phil Linebarrier and brother of Emma Grace
Linebarrier, born on June 24, 2016.

Weddings

Amanda Williams and Michael Henry, married on April 23, 2016,
in Lenoir.. Virginia Miller and Blake Self, married on July 9,
2016, at the church.Debrah Byrum and Lawrence Parker, married
on July 10, 2016, at the church.

God’s Word, In My Life

‘MY HEART FILLED
WITH GRATITUDE, COMPASSION’
A new Cornerstone feature offers church members the opportunity to share
a Bible verse and its meaning at that moment in their life. Here, Saundra
Magee contributes a variation on that theme, reflecting on the meaning of
her Companions In Christ Bible study in her life. Companions In Christ
feature small-group studies, from an introduction on spiritual practices
(Exploring The Way) to learning more about God’s grace (The Way Of
Grace). Information and online registration for autumn classes will be
available August 1 at www.myersparkumc.org.
Companions In Christ is a Bible study like no other. The class
offered a relaxing, safe environment where I could cultivate
spiritual practices to guide my daily life. It was a gift each week
to be part of a small group that felt like family, and to be able
to share my faith openly. The class is a great way to get away
from the “busy-ness” of life and focus on God’s love. God’s
love gives us power and fullness of life.
One class, in particular, touched me deeply. It was when
we washed the feet of our brothers and sisters in Christ. It
reminded me of how God wants us to serve and love one an-

By Ken Garfield

I

n the wake of unrelenting violence, we gathered on
the church lawn to pray, light candles and sing together
that defining anthem of hope, We Shall Overcome. Some
125 turned out on a warm Sunday evening outside the
Sanctuary – blacks and whites, young and old, Methodists
and people of other faiths, and perhaps those whose faith
has been shattered by the times. A half-dozen uniformed
police officers attended the candlelight vigil. Some came
to participate in the liturgy. Others were there to keep us
from harm, such is our world after Baton Rouge (La.),
suburban St. Paul (Minn.), Dallas, and Nice, France. Photos
of eight men killed in recent days were displayed on a table
at the front of the gathering: Two black men shot by police
officers in explosive circumstances, five police officers
gunned down by a sniper, and the sniper. With the sounding
of each name, the church bell tolled. Scripture was read,
including words from Psalm 142: With my voice I cry to the
Lord. Then a candle was lit. When it was done, we headed
home, Dr. Howell’s words serving as a challenge to a racetorn nation: After the praying must come a zealous pursuit
of righteousness.
Want to join the continuing churchwide conversation on race? Reach
Ron Knape at ronknape@icloud.com.

other, just as Jesus loved and served
his disciples. It offered a special
moment of closeness with my family
of classmates. My heart filled with
gratitude and compassion.
Another class that resonated with
me was the one on centering prayer.
We sat in Francis Chapel, where the
atmosphere was quiet and beautiful.
We prepared ourselves for the presence of God by focusing on a single
word, such as “love” or “light.” We
offered our sacred word to Christ
Saundra Magee
and awaited the gift of God’s presence. It is beautiful what Mother Teresa says: “Through prayer, I become one in love with Christ.”
Through centering prayer, one feels peace, compassion, humility and the awareness of God’s unconditional love.

What’s that sound? It’s the squeals of delight
from 275 kids enjoying two weeks of the annual Summer Fun Days at church – a chance
for the little ones to learn and laugh, and for
their parents to enjoy a bit of peace and childfree quiet during summer.

Scenes from the vigil. Photos by Melissa McGill, Caroline McKinley.

THE ZOPPS AND WEST VIRGINIA
By Ken Garfield
When flash floods hit West Virginia last month, killing at least 23, church members Jim and Liza Zopp did not hesitate.
They dropped most everything else in their lives, mobilized to collect money and supplies, and drove to Jim’s hometown
of Rainelle to help those whose homes were destroyed and spirit tested. These photos – including devastation along Main
Street and the sweat on Jim’s shirt and brow – tell the story. The Zopps’ call for help was answered by some in this congregation. Donations included $840 and a moderate amount of cleaning and other supplies. That’s less than this church has
given in response to other emergencies. Perhaps it’s the summer doldrums. Or a vague sense that West Virginia is far enough
away to be out of mind. Or the numbness that has come with all the bad news this summer. Whatever. When the floodwaters rose, the Zopps saw neighbors in need and did what God called them to do.

Jim and Liza Zopp (at left in these photos) and a damaged Main Street in Rainelle, W.Va.

JIM WALTERS LAUNCHES SMALL STUFF MISSION
By Ken Garfield
A new nuts-and-bolts ministry – nuts and bolts and
hammers and wrenches – is helping those who need a hand.
Church member Jim Walters, 71, a retired banker and
entrepreneur, has launched Small Stuff Mission, performing
household tasks for seniors, the handicapped, single women
(and men!) and others. There’s no charge for the work.
Customers are encouraged to cover the cost of materials,
though it’s not required. Donations are welcome, to be put
back into the ministry. With early donations, Jim bought a
better ladder, knee pads and more tools. Ever the organizer,
he’d like to equip a small van with tools and parts.
Small Stuff Mission will tackle 46 tasks in six areas: Kitchen,
Bathroom, Electrical, Household, Outdoors, and Doors/
Walls/Floors/Windows. Among them: Clear a stopped-up

sink, add bath and shower safety grab bars, hook up a TV,
hang blinds, replace floodlight bulbs and unstick doors.
Volunteers who do the work won’t do anything that requires
a professional license. The idea is to tackle small stuff that
can be done in an hour or two. Heads up: No yardwork.
Already, Small Stuff Mission has installed a flashing portable
doorbell chime for a hearing impaired older woman, and
repaired and replaced broken drawer rails for a retired
couple.
Do you want to make an appointment for Small Stuff Mission
to do some work? Are you handy and want to join the team
and tackle tasks that’ll make people’s lives easier? Reach Jim
Walters at 704-607-7157 or jfwalters45@gmail.com.

A Message From Dr. Howell:

‘WE LOVE OUR CHURCH
FAMILY HERE’
As has been widely shared, Dr. Howell is returning to Myers Park United Methodist Church as
Senior Pastor after the election of five Bishops in
the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference. News
of the election can be found at www.wnccumc.org,
as well as the appointment of Paul Leeland as
Bishop of the Western North Carolina Conference. He succeeds Bishop Larry Goodpaster, who is
retiring. The election over, Dr. Howell shares this
message to the congregation.
As I shared with our church family several
weeks ago, our Conference chose me as a
candidate for the office of Bishop. I had
no desire to leave Myers Park, but I have
always tried to remain open to whatever
God might be calling me to do. The election did not go my way for various reasons.
So Lisa and I are delighted to remain in our

church home, and
in our actual home
where we’ve lived
for 13 years. We love
our church family
here, and have been
moved and humbled
by so many expressions of love during
recent days.
Dr. James Howell

Looking ahead, we
certainly have a lot
of work to do as a church – growing in our
faith, and engaging our community during
what are such very challenging times. I have
confidence in all of you, in us, that we will
rise up and do what God is calling us to do.

A Conversation On Faith
QUESTIONS FOR A SEASON
This summer, are you…
•

GOODNESS GRACIOUS GRANTS!,
ANNABELLE, INTERSECTION MAGAZINE
•

•

The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life
lobby, where sales support outreach, has awarded its
latest round of grants to three worthy causes: Salvation
Army Center of Hope in Charlotte, an often-packed
shelter for women and children, received $5,000 for
bedding and other supplies. Charlotte Family Housing got $5,000 to buy “Welcome Home” supplies for
families moving from homelessness to stable housing.
Haywood Street Respite in Asheville was awarded
$2,000 to help minister to the homeless and others discharged from the hospital with nowhere else to go.
Annabelle Suddreth has resigned as Director of Volunteer Engagement. Dr. Howell shared: “What she has
realized during her six months with us is that she misses
her direct work with people in need (the poor, children
and the elderly), at which she worked before coming to

• Keeping your golf
clubs in the trunk and
instead pulling out the
Frisbee and heading to
the beach with the kids?

us, and at which she excelled.” Added Annabelle: “I feel
I need to use the gifts God has given me on behalf of
those who are closest to my heart.”
•

Look for the summer edition of Intersection magazine, its
20 pages filled with stories and photos telling the stories
of the church and its people. Among the highlights:
Carol Pollard’s story of life, loss and loving care; summer interns discuss the future of the church; a Justice
Pilgrimage to Tijuana (Mexico) and Los Angeles; and
more. The church magazine, published three times a
year, is mailed to homes, posted at www.myersparkumc.
org and available around the church. For extra copies,
or to share a story idea, reach Director of Communications Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.
org.

Quitting the rat race and taking a long,
slow walk instead? Taking the time
to ask yourself, “How I can I make
my life richer in all the
ways that truly matter?”
Returning from
vacation refreshed?

Ken Garfield

• Reading something
challenging,
complicated, life-affirming – rather
than the latest page-turning piece of
drivel?

•

•

Staying connected to God? FYI,
we still meet Sunday mornings. If
you’re at Blowing Rock or Bald Head
Island, catch us via livestream at www.
myersparkumc.org. Just sayin’.
Finally figuring out how to put up that
beach umbrella?

•

Taking the three hours you once
reserved to watch the Atlanta Braves
and volunteering that time for a good
cause since the Braves are not currently
watchable?

•

Watching American Graffiti again
because it’s the greatest summer movie
ever made, about the promise of youth
and the future?

•

Watching the grandkids every chance
you get, understanding it’s the greatest
single thing you can do?

•

Rubbing in sunblock before you doze
off in the hammock?

•

Meeting your financial commitment
to the church, since we don’t take
summers off around here?

•

•

Remembering to water your garden
while thanking God for the beauty all
around?
Thanking God again, for the warmth
of summer and the endless possibilities
that life holds?

Director of Communications Ken Garfield writes
about church life.
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The Cornerstone and ministry
of communications in
general are committed to
sharing the business news
of the church, from budgets
to boards. In that spirit,
members are encouraged
to attend Administrative
Board meetings, where lay
leaders discuss giving and
spending, buildings and
property, staff news and the
like. The next meeting is at
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21,
in Room 103 of the Parish
Life Building. Come and
enjoy dinner and fellowship,
listen, ask questions and be
a part of governing a large
and growing congregation
like ours.

Sanctuary services
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m.
Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.
Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

