
By Jen Rothacker
Ever been to an early-morning pep rally? One that’s all 
about reading and writing and learning? Welcome to 
Harambee, the kickoff  to every morning of  Freedom 
School. I remember the first time I took part in Harambee 
(Swahili for pull together). I brought along one of  my 
favorite children’s books, Officer Buckle and Gloria, and 
did a rowdy reading in front of  80 elementary and middle 
school scholars spending their summer at Sedgefield 
Elementary School reading, learning and having fun. My 
reward? “Good job, good job!!!!” the scholars chanted. It 
was a better jolt than my morning cup of  coffee. 

You, too, can feel the enthusiasm. Through July 27, we are 
looking for Harambee readers most mornings of  Freedom 
School. Contact Harambee coordinator Debby Wagner at 
980-833-1513 to learn more. If  early mornings aren’t your 
glory time, you could  try one-on-one reading with younger 
scholars (Grades K-2) from 11:00 a.m. to noon. Check out 
all the opportunities at ww.MPUMCFreedomSchool.org. 
Sign up and earn your own Good job! Good job!, as we say 
at Freedom School.

Reach Local Missions Coordinator Jen Rothacker at 704-295-4820 
or jen@mpumc.org. Each month, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates 
the partnership between Myers Park United Methodist Church and 
a cause to embrace. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve to discover 
opportunities to serve the community.

A new Cornerstone feature: From time to time, a member of  the 
Myers Park United Methodist family reflects on a Bible verse and 
its meaning at that moment in their life. Here, church member Lynn 
Hankins shares a piece of  Scripture that spoke deeply to her after 

the death of  her father. Joseph Jacob Harand 
passed away at home in Shelby on June 1.

A month or so ago, I was asked to be 
the lay reader for the 8:30 a.m. worship 
service on June 12. The assigned read-
ing was sent to me in advance. I was 
stunned at how timely and appropriate 
it was with regard to Daddy’s death – 2 
Corinthians 4:16-5:10. I have had that 
passage underlined in my Bible for years, 

but I had not referred to it in the past couple of  weeks, 
during our time of  family loss. What tremendous comfort 

it offered. My Dad was 89 years old and deeply grateful for 
the long life and rich experiences he had enjoyed. Yet in 
recent months, facing serious health issues, he was definitely 
“groaning under the burden of  his earthly tent” as it says in 
2 Corinthians 5:2. He was ready to go to his heavenly dwell-
ing. Not only did this reading bring me peace and comfort, 
but I felt joy as I read it aloud at the Sunday morning service 
in the Sanctuary. A divine moment.

GOD’S WORD, IN MY LIFE: 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 We just wrapped up Vacation Bible 
School, welcoming 250 little 

(and medium-sized) ones to learn about 
loving God and their 
neighbor. This year’s 
theme was Surf  Shack 
– Catch The Wave Of  
God’s Amazing Love. 
When I wasn’t dodging 
children racing to class, 
I was walking into 
beach balls hanging 
from the ceiling in the 
preschool wing.

But amid the organized frenzy that marks 
this rite of  summer, something beautiful 
and unexpected showed itself. There were 

kids and moms aplenty, of  course. But 
among the 60-plus volunteers, a more 
experienced constituency helped make the 
ministry go. Let’s just say it. A bunch of  
old(er) folks flocked to VBS, drawn by their 
love of  children and family, their own life 
story, and memories that linger…

Retired physician Keels Dickson belongs 
to the Builders Sunday School class. 
Class member Dick Carter recruited his 
Sunday morning brethren  to bring a little 
grandfatherly influence to VBS. Keels 
jumped at the chance to work with fourth- 
and fifth-graders. A courteous and attentive 
bunch, he called them. The experience 
carried Keels back to childhood, when 
he’d spend a week each summer with his 

A Conversation On Faith
Vacation Bible School, And Precious Memories 

Ken Garfield

Mark Kinghorn, chair of  the Administrative 
Board, and Dennis Soter, chair of  our Finance 
Committee, share this financial update.

Summer has arrived with its promise of  
family outings and backyard barbecues, and 
vacations at the mountains, beach and be-
yond. We members of  Myers Park United 
Methodist Church are truly blessed. But for 
many, in Charlotte and around the world, 
there will be no summer vacations, only 
hunger, homelessness, illness, addiction or 
loneliness.

We have always been a generous church. 
None of  us want a decline in income to 
impact our mission. Through May of  this 
year, our giving is lagging by 11.4 percent, 
resulting in a deficit of  more than $350,000 
against our budget. Deficits are not unusual 
for us. But this year’s is larger, and has 
developed earlier in the year than is typical. 
Contributions toward pledges trail last year 
by $280,000. And we now are into the usual 
summer decline in giving.

We know that many assume there are 
wealthy people in our congregation who 
will pick up the funding slack. But we are 
all of  us, together, the Church. We give 
because of  God’s great generosity toward 

us, our love for our Church, and our com-
mitment to serve God’s people in need. 
Each one of  us is called to step up, to make 
a difference, and thus to decrease the deficit 
so we don’t have to decrease the work we 
do for God on Sunday and all week long.

On a personal level, while we are happy 
for Rev. Ellen Robison, we feel the loss of  
her departure to The Riverside Church in 
New York. And we are apprehensive about 
the possible departure of  our long-serving 
Senior Pastor James Howell. But we are 
a family, and this will be true regardless 
of  changes in our clerical leadership. This 
Church is our home, and it is bigger than 
any one person. Together, we will continue 
to be strong, and to be the body of  Christ 
in this community. Thank you in advance 
for your generosity.

Contributions can be made at www.myersparkumc.
org/give, placing a check or cash in the offering 
plate at worship, mailing it to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207 or dropping it off  at the 
front desk in the Parish Life lobby. For questions 
on the church budget or any aspect of  the finan-
cial life of  the church, reach Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org.

A Financial Update:
‘EACH ONE OF US IS CALLED 

TO STEP UP’

Continued Inside...

Joe Harand

There is a sweetness to 
summers at church – a 
slowness to be sure 
given vacations and time 
away, but a sweetness 
nonetheless: The joyful 
squeals of  kids at 
Vacation Bible School 
and Summer Fun Days. 
Mission trips. Freedom 
School. A special Sunday 
School class focused on 
comforting the grieving. 
The Summer Choir open 
to newbies. Hymns and 
hot dogs (July 31). Interns 
learning about ministry. 
There are a few more 
seats available in the 
pews, but that’s OK. It’s 
summer. We’re recharging.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Ministry In The Spotlight: 
READING AT HARAMBEE: GOOD JOB, GOOD JOB



HARRIETTE DIDN’T RUN, 
BUT SYDNOR DID. SORT OF.

WELCOME THE NEWBIES, PART TWO
Brothers Brenny and Sydnor in San Diego.

Illness – not age! – kept our own Harriette Thompson from running the 
San Diego Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon on June 5. Instead, her son, Rev. 
Sydnor Thompson III, participated in her honor. He shares here how he 
fared. Sydnor incidentally is moving from Myers Memorial United Meth-
odist Church in Gastonia to First United Methodist in Rutherfordton.

Since setting the world record last year as the oldest female to 
run a marathon, mother set her sights on the San Diego Rock 
‘n’ Roll marathon again. Unfortunately, as June 5 approached 
and the ulcer on her right leg failed to improve, it became clear 
that the marathon was not in the cards.

Mom, now 93 and battling carcinoma, had run the 2015 mara-
thon in my honor while I was undergoing treatment for colon 
cancer. I figured the least I could do was walk the 2016 mara-
thon in her honor. My brother, Brenny, joined me in honoring 
mother – and convinced me we both needed to register for the 
full marathon rather than the half. I have suffered from periph-
eral neuropathy in both feet following last year’s chemotherapy, 
but I thought, “Shoot, I can give a try!”

The first 10 miles were no problem. But around mile 16, I 
figured there was no way I’d finish. Numbness and tingling 
in my feet turned into sharp pain. As I prayed for strength, I 
kept thinking, “Mom did this at 92. Surely I can do it at 62.” 
Through the grace of  God I finished the race, setting what is 
probably a new world’s record for the slowest time for a male 
over age 60 – Seven hours 49 minutes 19 seconds.

If  nothing else, I’ve learned to appreciate what an amazing feat 
mom performed when she ran the marathon last year. Thanks 
for all the prayers being lifted for her. She is undergoing immu-
notherapy for her mouth cancer. Her leg is giving her fits. But 
if  you ask, she’ll tell you she’s doing fine.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Mary Alice Stevens, mother of  David Stevens and grandmother 
of  Anna Lynne and Walter Stevens, who died on June 15, 
2016. Mary Mungo Funderburk, mother of  Tony Funderburk 
and grandmother of  Conner, Julia and Barrett Funderburk, 
who died on June 19, 2016.  

Babies
Sadie Sherer Rhodes, daughter of  Chelsea and Jim Rhodes, sister 
of  Howell and Margaret Rhodes, granddaughter of  Nelson 
and Kathy Blackburn and niece of  Greg Blackburn, born 
on April 5, 2016. Henry Jacob Garfield, son of  Marie and Matt 

Garfield, grandson of  Ken and Sharon Garfield, nephew of  
Ellen and Scott Wilson and cousin of  Miller Wilson, born 
on June 15, 2016. Mary Charlotte Crisp, daughter of  Katie and 
Andy Crisp, sister of  Anna Kate Crisp, granddaughter of  Tom 
and Nancy Harrall and niece of  Caroline and Heath Drye and 
Thomas Harrall, born on June 16, 2016.

Weddings
Vivien Ng and Henry Herring, married on April 30, 2016, in Bali, 
Indonesia. Alison Schiffli and Curtis Orshoski, married on June 
18, 2016, at the church. Jordan Rhoney and Errett Roth, married 
on June 25, 2016, at the church.

Highlights from the 2016 annual meeting of  the Western 
North Carolina Conference of  The United Methodist Church 
at Lake Junaluska:

• Members voted unanimously to endorse Dr. Howell as 
the Conference nominee for bishop. Five bishops will be 
elected at the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in 
voting that begins July 13. The church will share results as 
soon as they are known.

• Celebrations were held for current Bishop Larry Good-
paster, who retires this year. The new bishop for the 
Western North Carolina Conference will be appointed at 
Jurisdictional Conference next month.

• Church member Julia Hite serves on the Episcopal Resi-
dence Committee and was part of  a task force charged 
with finding a suitable residence for the new Bishop. New 
guidelines resulted in the need for a new residence. A 
house was found in the Providence Springs community at 
3416 Maryhurst Lane, Charlotte. The current residence in 
the Carmel Crescent neighborhood will be put up for sale 
when it is vacated.

• Church member Laurie Guy concluded eight years of  
service on the Council of  Finance and Administration. 
Church member Sandy Hieronymous finished eight years 
on the Board of  Ordained Ministry.

• Church member Ken Poe and church staffer Melissa Mc-
Gill, Assistant Director of  Communications, were elected 
to the 2016-2020 Board of  Ordained Ministry.

• Church members Virginia Herrick, Julia Hite, Megan 
Lepore and Robert Lutz were Myers Park United Method-
ist delegates. Church members Sandy Hieronymous and 
Kathryn Melton and staffer Melissa McGill were delegates 
for the Metro District

• For more on Annual Conference, visit www.ac2016.org.

NEWS FROM ANNUAL CONFERENCE; 
AN ENDORSEMENT FOR DR. HOWELL

Front row, left to right: Sandy Hieronymous, Megan Lepore, Melissa 
McGill. Back row, left to right: Robert Lutz, Julia Hite, Dr. James 
Howell, Virginia Herrick, Kathryn Melton. Photo by Lisa Howell.

In the last Cornerstone, Communications summer intern Caroline 
McKinley offered profiles, Q&A style, of  new staffers and interns. Here 
are two more…

JULIE WENTZ
Child Care Coordinator
Admin. Asst., Children’s Ministries

Watching…ESPN.

Grabbing A Bite At…Salsarita’s.

Cheering For…Anything Duke.

Inspired By…My family.

Praying For…Children who need food, 
love and a safe place to call home.

Following Christ Because…There is 
no greater love to have and share than the 
love of  Christ.

NICOLAS HAIGH
Interim Music Associate, Organist

Watching…House of  Cards.

Grabbing A Bite At…Copper (I love 
Indian food).

Cheering For…The Panthers.

Inspired By…Clive Driskill-Smith, my 
first organ teacher when I was a chorister 
in Oxford.

Praying For…The EU referendum in 
Britain.

Following Christ Because…I find myself  filled with awe at 
the work that humankind undertakes in his name.

Church member Ron Knape reflects on a weeklong conference on recon-
ciliation, and the lessons it offers the continuing conversation on race at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church.

Duke Divinity School hosted its 10th Summer Institute for 
Reconciliation to discern God’s will for living in community 
with our brothers and sisters. Rev. Nathan Arledge and I at-
tended. So did Christophe Mbonyingabo, Grace Ji-Sun Kim, 
Ismael Ruiz-Millan and 100 others, from Kenya and Brazil, 
from Hawaii and other states. Titles were many and varied: 
Pastors, academics, educators and laity like me.

The word was diversity, and it was good.

There is too little space and time to tell the story here in its 
entirety. We worshipped together, listened to one another and 

did our best to share hope and understanding. The gather-
ing offered light, love and caring for all regardless of  color 
or background. But to give the impression this was simply a 
Kumbaya experience would be inaccurate. Too many at the In-
stitute knew what it meant for their ancestors to struggle. They 
know what it means to struggle still, every day. They didn’t 
come to Duke to accuse, argue or ask for apology. They didn’t 
come to rail against white power and white privilege. They 
came seeking a path of  reconciliation for people of  all colors 
and creeds, for all God’s children.

I invite you to join our conversation at Myers Park United 
Methodist on race. Let us not allow others to struggle need-
lessly and endlessly because of  our indifference. Reach me at 
ronknape@icloud.com.

‘THE WORD WAS DIVERSITY, AND IT WAS GOOD’



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

June 29, 2016
• HYMN SING JULY 31 The annual Hymns & Hot Dogs 

hymn sing will be at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, July 31, in Jubilee 
Hall, offering a chance to join in on such classics as I’ll Fly 
Away and Amazing Grace. Director of  Music Jimmy Jones 
promises a chance to shout out requests. Hot dogs, chips, 
lemonade and fellowship follow.

• HANDBELLS 101 Want to learn to play handbells? Intro To 
Handbells classes open to all adults are Tuesdays from 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. in Room 229 in the Snyder Building. Attend them 
all or pick and choose: July 12 (Damping And Weaving), 
August 9 (4-In-Hand And Shelley Ringing) and August 30 
(Mallet Madness And Techniques A-Z). Details: Director of  
Music for Children and Youth Brian Childers at 704-295-
4806 or brian@mpumc.org.

• SING IN SUMMER CHOIR Everyone from sixth grade 
on up regardless of  experience is invited to sing in the 
Summer Choir at the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service July 3 to 
August 7. Gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those 
mornings for coffee and donuts, then rehearse at 10:15 a.m. 
before worship. Participate on any or all Sundays. Details: 
Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• PRAYING THROUGH THE PSALMS Duke Divinity 
School summer intern Palmer Cantler will offer a four-week 
study on the Psalms and why they are important in our 
prayer lives. Class will meet Mondays at 7:00 p.m. on July 
11, 18 and 25 and August 1 in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building. To sign up, reach Palmer at palmer@mpumc.org.

• WIRED 4 MINISTRY The Wired 4 Ministry class will 
be from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m. Thursday, July 14, in Room 
106 of  the Parish Life Building. The class helps people 
understand their spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality 
and experiences. Then the church can recommend ways to 
connect in ministry. Class registration is required. Reach 
Carol Tate at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org or visit 
www.myersparkumc.org/reach-out. 

• DONATE FOOD ALL SUMMER Grab a blue MPUMC 
canvas bag and fill it with canned and boxed goods for 
Loaves & Fishes food pantry.  Donations go in the Parish 
Life lobby bin.

• SINGLE BOOMERS The Single Boomers church fellowship 
group (roughly ages 52 to 70) meets for dinner at 6:30 p.m. the 
second Tuesday of  each month at a different restaurant. Other 
activities include movies, plays and more. Details: Jan Nomina 
at jan.nomina@gmail.com.

• YOGA WITH MELANIE Dr. Melanie Dobson is offering 
Yoga With Melanie from 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Thursdays in 
Room 031 downstairs in the Snyder Building. The class is open 
to all levels. Each class will use the Scripture text from that 
Sunday’s sermon as its theme.  To sign up for the free class or 
learn more, visit www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• CLASS EXPLORING HEAVY HEARTS Adults are invited 
to a Sunday School class running through July 24 (no class July 
3) at 9:45 a.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. The 
class is discussing the book, Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart: 
How to Relate to Those Who Are Suffering, by Kenneth C. Haugk.

• MISSION: MEXICO The mission trip to Mexico July 17-23 
will offer the chance to build friendships and worship with 
Mexican neighbors, help build a home, explore a medical clinic 
and more. Details: Lindsey Powell at powelllb@live.unc.edu or 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• MISSION: BRAZIL Join the mission trip to Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, September 17-23 and work with youth at a teen center, 
share fellowship at a nursing home and do light construction. 
Details: Donna Sheehan at Donna.Sheehan@wellsfargo.com.

• PREP LUNCH Help prepare lunch for women and children 
at the Salvation Army Center for Hope Tuesdays from 9:00 to 
10:00 a.m. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• GARDEN OVERFLOW The Garden Ministry can take 
excess produce from your garden and donate it to Refugee 
Support Services. Reach Mike Farrell at 704-425-3826 or 
mikefarrell1950@gmail.com.

• FOURTH OF JULY The church will be closed Monday, July 
4, for Independence Day. Those needing help that day can call 
704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.



Photos by Bill Walton.

grandmother in Timmonsville, S.C. The week always fell during 
VBS at his grandmother’s country Baptist church. “A truly 
astounding coincidence,” Keels said in an e-mail, tongue in 
cheek. “This confirmed Methodist came through the rigors 
of  the entirety of  Baptist VBS none the worse for wear and 
without question a better man for having done so. Not until I 
became a father did I fully appreciate the great ‘coincidence’ of  
those Baptist VBS years visiting my Grandmother.”

VBS and grandmothers. For the past three summers, Martha 
Cushman has had the indescribable delight of  keeping the two- 
and three-year-olds with her granddaughter, Xylia, 15. In the 
morning, Martha and Xylia tended to the little ones, including 
a precious little fellow who wore a red Fire Chief  hat as he 
played. In the evening, Martha and Xylia went home and shared 
stories of  the day with other family members, stories destined 
to become precious memories.

VBS and precious memories. Fincher Jarrell grew up in the 
country, in Mt. Gilead, N.C., when VBS at the Methodist church 
offered summer’s best chance to share Bible lessons, snacks and 
laughter with his buddies. “I couldn’t wait,” he said, looking 
back a lifetime. Fincher’s no kid anymore. Those weeks in the 
country with his friends are long gone. But in this summer of  
2016, VBS will do just fine.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life. Look 
for more about VBS in Intersection magazine coming in July.

A Conversation On Faith
Vacation Bible School, And Precious Memories 

Continued From Front Page...

Keels Dickson

Sadye Anne Broadway and friends.

Fincher Jarrell

Music Ministries’ Brian Childers leading music.



HARRIETTE DIDN’T RUN, 
BUT SYDNOR DID. SORT OF.

WELCOME THE NEWBIES, PART TWO
Brothers Brenny and Sydnor in San Diego.

Illness – not age! – kept our own Harriette Thompson from running the 
San Diego Rock ‘n’ Roll Marathon on June 5. Instead, her son, Rev. 
Sydnor Thompson III, participated in her honor. He shares here how he 
fared. Sydnor incidentally is moving from Myers Memorial United Meth-
odist Church in Gastonia to First United Methodist in Rutherfordton.

Since setting the world record last year as the oldest female to 
run a marathon, mother set her sights on the San Diego Rock 
‘n’ Roll marathon again. Unfortunately, as June 5 approached 
and the ulcer on her right leg failed to improve, it became clear 
that the marathon was not in the cards.

Mom, now 93 and battling carcinoma, had run the 2015 mara-
thon in my honor while I was undergoing treatment for colon 
cancer. I figured the least I could do was walk the 2016 mara-
thon in her honor. My brother, Brenny, joined me in honoring 
mother – and convinced me we both needed to register for the 
full marathon rather than the half. I have suffered from periph-
eral neuropathy in both feet following last year’s chemotherapy, 
but I thought, “Shoot, I can give a try!”

The first 10 miles were no problem. But around mile 16, I 
figured there was no way I’d finish. Numbness and tingling 
in my feet turned into sharp pain. As I prayed for strength, I 
kept thinking, “Mom did this at 92. Surely I can do it at 62.” 
Through the grace of  God I finished the race, setting what is 
probably a new world’s record for the slowest time for a male 
over age 60 – Seven hours 49 minutes 19 seconds.

If  nothing else, I’ve learned to appreciate what an amazing feat 
mom performed when she ran the marathon last year. Thanks 
for all the prayers being lifted for her. She is undergoing immu-
notherapy for her mouth cancer. Her leg is giving her fits. But 
if  you ask, she’ll tell you she’s doing fine.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Mary Alice Stevens, mother of  David Stevens and grandmother 
of  Anna Lynne and Walter Stevens, who died on June 15, 
2016. Mary Mungo Funderburk, mother of  Tony Funderburk 
and grandmother of  Conner, Julia and Barrett Funderburk, 
who died on June 19, 2016.  

Babies
Sadie Sherer Rhodes, daughter of  Chelsea and Jim Rhodes, sister 
of  Howell and Margaret Rhodes, granddaughter of  Nelson 
and Kathy Blackburn and niece of  Greg Blackburn, born 
on April 5, 2016. Henry Jacob Garfield, son of  Marie and Matt 

Garfield, grandson of  Ken and Sharon Garfield, nephew of  
Ellen and Scott Wilson and cousin of  Miller Wilson, born 
on June 15, 2016. Mary Charlotte Crisp, daughter of  Katie and 
Andy Crisp, sister of  Anna Kate Crisp, granddaughter of  Tom 
and Nancy Harrall and niece of  Caroline and Heath Drye and 
Thomas Harrall, born on June 16, 2016.

Weddings
Vivien Ng and Henry Herring, married on April 30, 2016, in Bali, 
Indonesia. Alison Schiffli and Curtis Orshoski, married on June 
18, 2016, at the church. Jordan Rhoney and Errett Roth, married 
on June 25, 2016, at the church.

Highlights from the 2016 annual meeting of  the Western 
North Carolina Conference of  The United Methodist Church 
at Lake Junaluska:

• Members voted unanimously to endorse Dr. Howell as 
the Conference nominee for bishop. Five bishops will be 
elected at the Southeastern Jurisdictional Conference in 
voting that begins July 13. The church will share results as 
soon as they are known.

• Celebrations were held for current Bishop Larry Good-
paster, who retires this year. The new bishop for the 
Western North Carolina Conference will be appointed at 
Jurisdictional Conference next month.

• Church member Julia Hite serves on the Episcopal Resi-
dence Committee and was part of  a task force charged 
with finding a suitable residence for the new Bishop. New 
guidelines resulted in the need for a new residence. A 
house was found in the Providence Springs community at 
3416 Maryhurst Lane, Charlotte. The current residence in 
the Carmel Crescent neighborhood will be put up for sale 
when it is vacated.

• Church member Laurie Guy concluded eight years of  
service on the Council of  Finance and Administration. 
Church member Sandy Hieronymous finished eight years 
on the Board of  Ordained Ministry.

• Church member Ken Poe and church staffer Melissa Mc-
Gill, Assistant Director of  Communications, were elected 
to the 2016-2020 Board of  Ordained Ministry.

• Church members Virginia Herrick, Julia Hite, Megan 
Lepore and Robert Lutz were Myers Park United Method-
ist delegates. Church members Sandy Hieronymous and 
Kathryn Melton and staffer Melissa McGill were delegates 
for the Metro District

• For more on Annual Conference, visit www.ac2016.org.

NEWS FROM ANNUAL CONFERENCE; 
AN ENDORSEMENT FOR DR. HOWELL

Front row, left to right: Sandy Hieronymous, Megan Lepore, Melissa 
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Howell, Virginia Herrick, Kathryn Melton. Photo by Lisa Howell.

In the last Cornerstone, Communications summer intern Caroline 
McKinley offered profiles, Q&A style, of  new staffers and interns. Here 
are two more…

JULIE WENTZ
Child Care Coordinator
Admin. Asst., Children’s Ministries

Watching…ESPN.

Grabbing A Bite At…Salsarita’s.

Cheering For…Anything Duke.

Inspired By…My family.

Praying For…Children who need food, 
love and a safe place to call home.

Following Christ Because…There is 
no greater love to have and share than the 
love of  Christ.

NICOLAS HAIGH
Interim Music Associate, Organist

Watching…House of  Cards.

Grabbing A Bite At…Copper (I love 
Indian food).

Cheering For…The Panthers.

Inspired By…Clive Driskill-Smith, my 
first organ teacher when I was a chorister 
in Oxford.

Praying For…The EU referendum in 
Britain.

Following Christ Because…I find myself  filled with awe at 
the work that humankind undertakes in his name.

Church member Ron Knape reflects on a weeklong conference on recon-
ciliation, and the lessons it offers the continuing conversation on race at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church.

Duke Divinity School hosted its 10th Summer Institute for 
Reconciliation to discern God’s will for living in community 
with our brothers and sisters. Rev. Nathan Arledge and I at-
tended. So did Christophe Mbonyingabo, Grace Ji-Sun Kim, 
Ismael Ruiz-Millan and 100 others, from Kenya and Brazil, 
from Hawaii and other states. Titles were many and varied: 
Pastors, academics, educators and laity like me.

The word was diversity, and it was good.

There is too little space and time to tell the story here in its 
entirety. We worshipped together, listened to one another and 

did our best to share hope and understanding. The gather-
ing offered light, love and caring for all regardless of  color 
or background. But to give the impression this was simply a 
Kumbaya experience would be inaccurate. Too many at the In-
stitute knew what it meant for their ancestors to struggle. They 
know what it means to struggle still, every day. They didn’t 
come to Duke to accuse, argue or ask for apology. They didn’t 
come to rail against white power and white privilege. They 
came seeking a path of  reconciliation for people of  all colors 
and creeds, for all God’s children.

I invite you to join our conversation at Myers Park United 
Methodist on race. Let us not allow others to struggle need-
lessly and endlessly because of  our indifference. Reach me at 
ronknape@icloud.com.

‘THE WORD WAS DIVERSITY, AND IT WAS GOOD’



By Jen Rothacker
Ever been to an early-morning pep rally? One that’s all 
about reading and writing and learning? Welcome to 
Harambee, the kickoff  to every morning of  Freedom 
School. I remember the first time I took part in Harambee 
(Swahili for pull together). I brought along one of  my 
favorite children’s books, Officer Buckle and Gloria, and 
did a rowdy reading in front of  80 elementary and middle 
school scholars spending their summer at Sedgefield 
Elementary School reading, learning and having fun. My 
reward? “Good job, good job!!!!” the scholars chanted. It 
was a better jolt than my morning cup of  coffee. 

You, too, can feel the enthusiasm. Through July 27, we are 
looking for Harambee readers most mornings of  Freedom 
School. Contact Harambee coordinator Debby Wagner at 
980-833-1513 to learn more. If  early mornings aren’t your 
glory time, you could  try one-on-one reading with younger 
scholars (Grades K-2) from 11:00 a.m. to noon. Check out 
all the opportunities at ww.MPUMCFreedomSchool.org. 
Sign up and earn your own Good job! Good job!, as we say 
at Freedom School.

Reach Local Missions Coordinator Jen Rothacker at 704-295-4820 
or jen@mpumc.org. Each month, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates 
the partnership between Myers Park United Methodist Church and 
a cause to embrace. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve to discover 
opportunities to serve the community.

A new Cornerstone feature: From time to time, a member of  the 
Myers Park United Methodist family reflects on a Bible verse and 
its meaning at that moment in their life. Here, church member Lynn 
Hankins shares a piece of  Scripture that spoke deeply to her after 

the death of  her father. Joseph Jacob Harand 
passed away at home in Shelby on June 1.

A month or so ago, I was asked to be 
the lay reader for the 8:30 a.m. worship 
service on June 12. The assigned read-
ing was sent to me in advance. I was 
stunned at how timely and appropriate 
it was with regard to Daddy’s death – 2 
Corinthians 4:16-5:10. I have had that 
passage underlined in my Bible for years, 

but I had not referred to it in the past couple of  weeks, 
during our time of  family loss. What tremendous comfort 

it offered. My Dad was 89 years old and deeply grateful for 
the long life and rich experiences he had enjoyed. Yet in 
recent months, facing serious health issues, he was definitely 
“groaning under the burden of  his earthly tent” as it says in 
2 Corinthians 5:2. He was ready to go to his heavenly dwell-
ing. Not only did this reading bring me peace and comfort, 
but I felt joy as I read it aloud at the Sunday morning service 
in the Sanctuary. A divine moment.

GOD’S WORD, IN MY LIFE: 2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 We just wrapped up Vacation Bible 
School, welcoming 250 little 

(and medium-sized) ones to learn about 
loving God and their 
neighbor. This year’s 
theme was Surf  Shack 
– Catch The Wave Of  
God’s Amazing Love. 
When I wasn’t dodging 
children racing to class, 
I was walking into 
beach balls hanging 
from the ceiling in the 
preschool wing.

But amid the organized frenzy that marks 
this rite of  summer, something beautiful 
and unexpected showed itself. There were 

kids and moms aplenty, of  course. But 
among the 60-plus volunteers, a more 
experienced constituency helped make the 
ministry go. Let’s just say it. A bunch of  
old(er) folks flocked to VBS, drawn by their 
love of  children and family, their own life 
story, and memories that linger…

Retired physician Keels Dickson belongs 
to the Builders Sunday School class. 
Class member Dick Carter recruited his 
Sunday morning brethren  to bring a little 
grandfatherly influence to VBS. Keels 
jumped at the chance to work with fourth- 
and fifth-graders. A courteous and attentive 
bunch, he called them. The experience 
carried Keels back to childhood, when 
he’d spend a week each summer with his 

A Conversation On Faith
Vacation Bible School, And Precious Memories 

Ken Garfield

Mark Kinghorn, chair of  the Administrative 
Board, and Dennis Soter, chair of  our Finance 
Committee, share this financial update.

Summer has arrived with its promise of  
family outings and backyard barbecues, and 
vacations at the mountains, beach and be-
yond. We members of  Myers Park United 
Methodist Church are truly blessed. But for 
many, in Charlotte and around the world, 
there will be no summer vacations, only 
hunger, homelessness, illness, addiction or 
loneliness.

We have always been a generous church. 
None of  us want a decline in income to 
impact our mission. Through May of  this 
year, our giving is lagging by 11.4 percent, 
resulting in a deficit of  more than $350,000 
against our budget. Deficits are not unusual 
for us. But this year’s is larger, and has 
developed earlier in the year than is typical. 
Contributions toward pledges trail last year 
by $280,000. And we now are into the usual 
summer decline in giving.

We know that many assume there are 
wealthy people in our congregation who 
will pick up the funding slack. But we are 
all of  us, together, the Church. We give 
because of  God’s great generosity toward 

us, our love for our Church, and our com-
mitment to serve God’s people in need. 
Each one of  us is called to step up, to make 
a difference, and thus to decrease the deficit 
so we don’t have to decrease the work we 
do for God on Sunday and all week long.

On a personal level, while we are happy 
for Rev. Ellen Robison, we feel the loss of  
her departure to The Riverside Church in 
New York. And we are apprehensive about 
the possible departure of  our long-serving 
Senior Pastor James Howell. But we are 
a family, and this will be true regardless 
of  changes in our clerical leadership. This 
Church is our home, and it is bigger than 
any one person. Together, we will continue 
to be strong, and to be the body of  Christ 
in this community. Thank you in advance 
for your generosity.

Contributions can be made at www.myersparkumc.
org/give, placing a check or cash in the offering 
plate at worship, mailing it to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207 or dropping it off  at the 
front desk in the Parish Life lobby. For questions 
on the church budget or any aspect of  the finan-
cial life of  the church, reach Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org.

A Financial Update:
‘EACH ONE OF US IS CALLED 

TO STEP UP’

Continued Inside...

Joe Harand

There is a sweetness to 
summers at church – a 
slowness to be sure 
given vacations and time 
away, but a sweetness 
nonetheless: The joyful 
squeals of  kids at 
Vacation Bible School 
and Summer Fun Days. 
Mission trips. Freedom 
School. A special Sunday 
School class focused on 
comforting the grieving. 
The Summer Choir open 
to newbies. Hymns and 
hot dogs (July 31). Interns 
learning about ministry. 
There are a few more 
seats available in the 
pews, but that’s OK. It’s 
summer. We’re recharging.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Ministry In The Spotlight: 
READING AT HARAMBEE: GOOD JOB, GOOD JOB




