
Communications Intern Caroline McKinley looks ahead to a summer 
(and beyond) of  the congregation doing God’s work and building 
relationships around the world. To get involved in local and world 
missions, visit www.myersparkumc.org/reach-out. 
Youth
International: Ten high school graduates will travel to 
South Africa June 17-28 on a Pilgrimage Of  Hope. Stops 
include Cape Town, Durban, the Tala Game Reserve, and 
the site where the late anti-apartheid icon  Nelson Mandela 
was arrested in 1962. He served 27 years in prison. Students 
currently in high school will serve in San Isidro, Costa Rica, 
July 15-22.  

Domestic: The Youth Choir will tour Williamsburg, Va., 
June 12-16, performing worship concerts while serving 
the community. High school students will serve the 

community of  Grundy County, Tenn., June 19-25. Middle 
school students will repair homes with Project SPY in 
Christiansburg, Va., June 25 to July 1. Rising sixth-graders 
will serve throughout the city with Charlotte Urban Plunge 
August 12-13. 

Adults
International: A mission team from the church returns 
to Mexico July 17-23 to build houses and relationships 
with neighbors in Reynosa. The deadline to sign up for 
that trip is June 25. A team will serve in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, September 17-26. The annual mission trip to 
rekindle friendships with our long-time ministry partners 
in Bayonnais, Haiti, is October 26 to November 2. The 
deadline to sign up is September 30. 

Carol Tate, the church’s Consultant for Spiritual Gifts, shares the 
return of  Wired 4 Ministry.

After a nine-month sabbatical, the 2½-
hour Wired 4 Ministry class is being 
offered, starting Thursday, July 14, from 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. in Room 106 of  the 
Parish Life Building.

Think of  Wired 4 Ministry as a thumb-
print.  By God’s design, no two per-
sons or thumbprints are identical. As 
Ephesians 2:10 says, we are each “God’s 
masterpiece.” The class offers the tools 
to understand the uniqueness of  your 

SHAPE – a combination of  spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, 
personality and experiences. No more looking to the world 
or others to define who you are or should be. How freeing 
is that? 

Secondly, God calls us to leave our thumbprint on the world 
by being the hands and feet of  Christ. During the class, 
you’ll complete a ministry profile based on your personal 
SHAPE. Then, Annabelle Suddreth, the church’s new Direc-
tor of  Engagement, can recommend ways to connect in 
ministry that reflect your personal “wiring.”

 If  you don’t know your thumbprint, find out. If  you are a 
past participant, you are welcome to take a refresher class. 
God is calling you. For more about Wired 4 Ministry classes, 
you can reach me at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org. 
You can also learn more at www.myersparkumc.org/reach-
out. Class registration is required.

WIRED 4 MINISTRY CLASSES RETURN JULY 14

I don’t think Dr. Ophelia Garmon-Brown 
meant to deliver a Father’s Day message 

at the MeckMin awards breakfast. Elsewhere 
in today’s Cornerstone you can read about 
her challenging our city to offer hope and 

opportunity to all. As 
much as her speech 
resonated, a largely 
unrelated memory she 
shared lingers in my 
mind this Father’s Day.

Dr. Brown is a 
physician, not to 
mention a seminary 
graduate, Baptist 

preacher, community 
leader and, best of  all, mother and 
grandmother. Early in her talk, she was 
explaining what inspired her to become 
a doctor. When she was two, her father 
died of  encephalitis. Growing up without 
him, she decided to go into medicine for 
really just one reason. “I wanted to save all 
daddies.”

“I wanted to save all daddies.”

It’s been stuck in my head ever since she 
said it. At age 63, I find tender emotions 
rising to the surface more and more these 
days, especially when it comes to family. I 

suspect Dr. Garmon-Brown can relate. An 
amazingly accomplished woman leading 
the city’s complicated mission – taking on 
prejudice – and still she returns to her father.

Fathers.

I’m thinking a lot these days about my own, 
Dr. Sam Garfield, who died in 2004. Fifty 
years later, I can still see him walking into 
the house after a long day, with a kiss for 
my mother and me, and the newspaper for 
a kid already bitten by the bug. I’m thinking 
about our son, Matt, who may well be a 
first-time father by the time you read this, 
God willing. I’m thinking about our son-in-
law, Scott, who is everything a father should 
be to his daughter (our granddaughter!). I’m 
thinking about my own life and the father 
I’ve tried to be, and praying that it’s been 
good enough.

I don’t have any deep thoughts about 
fatherhood. I just wanted to share what Dr. 
Garmon-Brown said, and how it got me 
thinking about fathers and sons, lives and 
dreams, and what it all means.

“I wanted to save all daddies.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
‘I WANTED TO SAVE ALL DADDIES’

Ken Garfield

Rev. Ellen Robison shares this reflection as she 
leaves to become Minister of  Worship and the Arts 
at The Riverside Church in upper Manhattan. 
Her last Sunday with us – at least on staff  as our 
wonderfully gifted Minister of  Worship and the 
Arts! – is June 19.  

In my 10 years here at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, I have told many of  

you my “call” story. I was on Fall Break 
from my teaching responsibilities at UNC 
Wilmington, staying in a tiny attic room on 
the ocean. The first night, I awoke from 
a sound sleep and walked out onto the 

Rev. Ellen Robison:
‘I WILL HOLD YOUR PEOPLE 

IN MY HEART…’

Rev. Ellen Robison leading the Chancel Choir 
during a performance at Bath Abbey in Bath, 

England, in 2013.Continued Inside...

Look to Snapshots beside Ellen’s column here on the front 
page for details on how we’ll say a loving goodbye.

Carol Tate

Say good-bye and thank 
you as Rev. Ellen Robison 
leaves for The Riverside 
Church in New York: 
A reception is at noon 
Sunday, June 19, in Jubilee 
Hall. Light refreshments 
are planned. A love 
offering is being taken. 
Checks can be made out 
to the church with Love 
Offering in the memo line 
and put in the offering 
plate, dropped off  at the 
front desk in the Parish 
Life Building lobby or 
mailed to 1501 Queens 
Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207. Ellen’s last Sunday 
here is June 19.

SNAPSHOTS
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published every other week

Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A SUMMER (AND BEYOND) OF MISSION TRIPS
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TOW NEW EAGLE SCOUTS, 

HONORING COURTENAY, AMELIA MILLER
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Rev. Ellen Robison:
‘I WILL HOLD YOUR PEOPLE 

IN MY HEART…’

balcony. There I clearly heard the words, “Use your gifts to 
build up the body of  Christ.” That began a new chapter in 
my life. I resigned from my job, sold my home, said goodbye 
to friends and colleagues and went back to school at age 42 
to earn my Master of  Divinity degree at Duke. Three years 
later, I arrived at my first appointment – here at Myers Park 
United Methodist.

Over the last 10 years together, we have laughed and cried, 
worshipped and studied God’s Word, made beautiful music, 
enjoyed many good meals, shared heartbreaks and celebrated 
life’s milestones. You were there when I was diagnosed five 
years ago with leukemia and supported my recovery with 
your prayers and love. You graciously and patiently helped 
me learn what it means to be a minister to God’s people. I 
am eternally grateful to you and God for our time together.

Once again, I am hearing God’s call to use my gifts, albeit 
in a colder climate! I ask for your prayers as I begin work at 
The Riverside Church in New York City in August. I will be 
in prayer for you and this amazing church as it continues to 
be God’s presence in this city and around the world. I know 
we will keep in touch as we continue to walk this journey of  
faith together. So until we meet again, I leave you with this 
promise to God in the words from one of  our hymns.

“I will hold your people in my heart.”

From left:  Jonathan Jagielski, Courtenay Miller and Rob Gaines.

• High fives to two Boy Scouts from Troop 3 at Myers Park 
United Methodist Church for receiving their Eagle Scout 
honor at the Troop Court of  Honor: Rob Gaines, son of  
Will and Laura Gaines, is a recent Myers Park High gradu-
ate bound for Appalachian State. His project was recon-
structing a walkway and doing landscaping at Myers Park 
Traditional School. Jonathan Jagielski, son of  Jerry and 
Elizabeth Jagielski, is a rising junior at Charlotte Christian. 
For his Eagle Scout, he made improvements to the Char-
lotte Christian baseball field.

• Something else special unfolded at the Court of  Honor, 
as the Boy Scouts’ Pete Whiting shares: “New Scout-
master Jason Bennett honored Courtenay Miller for his 
extraordinary leadership in the Troop. Courtenay’s wife, 
Amelia, was also recognized and thanked for her willing-
ness to ‘share’ Courtenay with us. A bronze plaque will be 
mounted in the Scout Room in Courtenay’s honor. He was 
presented with an engraved knife. In a Troop 3 tradition, 
Amelia received a dozen red roses. Courtenay inspired 
Scouts and adult leaders with his dedication. He led more 
than 40 young men to earn their Eagle Award. A number 
of  Eagle Scouts returned to show their appreciation. He 
presided at 500 Monday night Troop meetings, spent 80 
weekends camping and 15 weeks at summer camp and 
other trips – thousands of  hours in all. Amelia’s support 
of  Courtenay’s calling to Scouts made all this possible.”

• The annual Hymns & Hot Dogs hymn sing will be at 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, July 31, in Jubilee Hall. Among the classics to 
be sung: I’ll Fly Away and Jesus Loves Me. Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones promises a “call-out-your-favorite” time, too. 
Hot dogs, chips, lemonade and fellowship follow.

• Nicolas Haigh starts August 15 as Interim Music Associ-
ate and Organist, a one-year appointment. Nicolas comes 
from England and has held positions at New College in 
Oxford and York Minster Cathedral in York. He was guest 
organist for Lessons & Carols, and his wife, Margaret, has 
sung with the Chancel Choir.

• The Annual Conference of  the Western North Carolina 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church is June 
15-19 at Lake Junaluska. For Conference news, visit www.
wnccumc.org.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Frank “Manly” McWilliams Jr., brother of  Bootsie Goforth 
and uncle of  Mary Sue Thomas, who died on May 17, 2016. 
Joseph Jacob Harand, father of  Lynn Hankins, who died on 
June 1, 2016. Virginia Cochrane Foard, mother of  Carol Pollard, 
grandmother of  Ashley Mackinzie and Jennifer Wright 
and great-grandmother of  Ava Posadas and Lucas, Weldon 
and Brooks Wright, who died on June 2, 2016. Joe Aderholdt 
Witherspoon, brother of  Loy Witherspoon and family friend of  
Bill Pfischner, who died on June 5, 2016. Thomas E. Stinson, 
father of  Robin Maxwell and grandfather of  Franklin and 
Andrew Maxwell, who died on June 6, 2016.

Babies
Wesley Chesson Haynes, son of  Alisha and Parker Haynes, born 
on June 8, 2016.

Weddings
Kendall Benton Brewer and Robert Edward Heiner, married May 29, 
2016, in Concord. Rev. Ron Robinson, Kendall’s youth pastor 
at Myers Park United Methodist, performed the ceremony. 
Brittany Ellenburg and Joel Rolfe, married June 10, 2016, at the 
church.

By Ken Garfield
MeckMin lifted up the cause of  getting along by honoring an 
individual and organization devoted to that sacred principle. 
As MeckMin Board President Dr. Rodney Sadler put it, “We 
have a whole lot more in common than we might imagine.”

The interfaith coalition formerly 
known as Mecklenburg Ministries wel-
comed 200 to its annual Community 
Leader Breakfast, filling the fellowship 
hall at Covenant Presbyterian with 
inspiration. Myers Park United Meth-
odist cosponsored the event – the 
church’s contribution helping address 
MeckMin’s financial challenges. Race 
Matters for Juvenile Justice, which 
pushes for equitable outcomes for all 

who wind in the criminal justice system, 
earned the Bridge Builder Award. The 

Sydnor Thompson Jr. Community Leader Award, named for 
the beloved church member, judge and lawyer who passed 
away in 2015, went to Dr. Ophelia Garmon-Brown.

A physician, Novant Health executive and Baptist minister, 
Garmon-Brown chairs the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Opportu-
nity Task Force, which is trying to figure out how to change 
this dismal fact: Out of  50 cities, Charlotte is 50th in upward 
mobility. In other words, if  you’re born poor here, you’re likely 
to stay poor. In a stirring acceptance speech, she cited con-
tributing factors: Segregation, income inequality, educational 
inequality (why, she asked, do the best teachers seem to work 
in the wealthiest schools?) and family structure. Preaching on 
behalf  of  those born into a situation where they feel hopeless, 
she challenged the room full of  clergy and community leaders 
to invest themselves in the lives of  others.

The place to begin?

“Start understanding each other…” Garmon-Brown said to 
applause.

MeckMin, a coalition of  100 congregations devoted to fostering interfaith 
cooperation, is reexamining its financial position and future. To support 
the cause, visit www.meckmin.org. Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfield serves on the board.

MECKMIN CELEBRATES THE CAUSE 
OF ‘UNDERSTANDING EACH OTHER’

Rev. Ellen Robison (she’s the flapper from the Roaring Twenties), all 
dressed up for the Phantom of  the Organ Halloween concert.

Dr. Ophelia 
Garmon-Brown 



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

June 15, 2016
• YOGA WITH MELANIE Dr. Melanie Dobson, a 

registered yoga teacher since 2006, will offer Yoga With 
Melanie from 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Thursdays starting 
July 28 in Room 031 downstairs in the Snyder Building. The 
class is open to all levels of  practitioners, from beginner on 
up. Each class will use the Scripture text from that Sunday’s 
sermon as its theme. Melanie has taught yoga in a variety 
of  settings, including churches, retreats and a cancer care 
recovery house. “Yoga, she says, “offers a wonderful method 
for connecting our minds, bodies and spirit in a practice of  
wellness.” To sign up for the free class or learn more, visit 
www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups.

• CLASS FOCUS: HEAVY HEARTS Adults are invited 
to a summer Sunday School class running through July 24 
(no class July 3) at 9:45 a.m. in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Partnering with Stephen Ministers, the class 
will discuss the book, Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart: How 
to Relate to Those Who Are Suffering, by Stephen Ministries 
founder Kenneth C. Haugk.

• SING IN SUMMER CHOIR Everyone from sixth grade 
on up regardless of  experience is invited to sing in the 
Summer Choir at the 11:00 a.m. Sanctuary service July 3 to 
August 7. Gather in the Choir Room at 10:00 a.m. on those 
mornings for coffee and donuts, then rehearse at 10:15 a.m. 
before worship. Participate on any or all Sundays. Details: 
Nancy Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL PARENT BAGS Donations 
of  cleaning supplies and personal care items for Freedom 
School families are welcome in the Parish Life lobby bin 
through Friday, June 17. Grab a blue MPUMC canvas 
bag from the lobby and fill it with laundry detergent, 
dishwashing soap, glass cleaner, Lysol spray, liquid hand 
soap, four bars of  body soap, two stick deodorants, two 
tubes of  toothpaste and four rolls of  toilet papers. For more 
ways to get involved, visit www.MPUMCFreedomSchool.
org. The church-supported Freedom School welcomes 80 
student scholars to Sedgefield Elementary June 16 to July 27 
for a summer of  reading, learning and fun.

• MISSION: MEXICO A mission trip to Mexico July 17-
23 offers the chance to build friendships and worship with 
Mexican neighbors, help build a home, explore a medical clinic 
and nutrition program and more. Details: www.myersparkumc.
org/serve.

• MAKE SANDWICHES All are invited to Room 103 of  the 
Parish Life Building at 9:00 a.m. Monday, June 20, to make 800 
sandwiches for Urban Ministry Center. It’s kid-friendly. Sign up 
at www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• WEEKEND RETREAT Rev. Bill Roth will lead a retreat 
August 19-21 to Caraway Conference Center in Sophia (near 
Asheboro), exploring Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, Shall 
We Live? All are welcome, though the retreat is designed for 
those ages 55 to 75. To learn more, and sign up, visit www.
myersparkumc.org/adults.

• ADULTS PLUS! RETREAT The ministry to ages 55 and 
over will hold a Spiritual Life Retreat October 19-21 at Lake 
Junaluska in the N.C. mountains. Church member Mark 
Edwards will lead a program on Paul: His Letters And The Early 
Church. To learn more, reach Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or 
cmull@mpumc.org.

• PERFORMING ARTS CAMP It’s Cool In The Furnace, a 
performing arts camp for rising Grades 2-8, is August 15-19 at 
the church. Cost is $200 per student. Details: Nancy Hamff  at 
704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• WEIGH IN ON BUILDINGS The committee looking at 
the future of  the church campus and facilities, and whether to 
renovate existing structures or build something new, welcomes 
the congregation’s feedback and questions. Reach Chan Martin 
at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com.

• HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? Communications staffers 
Ken Garfield and Melissa McGill welcome story ideas, to share 
online and in print, photos and video. E-mail ken@mpumc.org 
or melissa@mpumc.org.



The church is blessed by the arrival of  several new staffers, both year-round 
and summer interns. The Cornerstone is happy to introduce them to the con-
gregation by way of  these slightly offbeat profiles. Proving her talents, Com-
munications intern Caroline McKinley put together the Q&As – including 
one for herself. We’ll introduce two more newcomers – Child Care Coordina-
tor Julie Wentz and Interim Music Associate and Organist Nicolas Haigh 
(read about him elsewhere in this issue) – in the coming weeks.

EMILY ATKINS, Children’s Ministries Intern
Rising sophomore, University of  South Carolina
Watching…Grey’s Anatomy.
Grabbing A Bite At…Paco’s Tacos.
Cheering For…The Gamecocks (the real Carolina).
Inspired By…Angelina Jolie because she makes it her mission 
to help children around the world, no matter if  it puts her life at 
risk.
Praying For…Safe travels while everyone vacations this summer.
Following Christ Because…He has gifted me with the love and 
support of  my friends and family to follow my life’s calling to 
become a teacher.

JANIE BOOTH, Youth Ministries Intern
Rising sophomore, Duke University
Watching…The Bachelorette.
Grabbing A Bite At…Hubee D’s.
Cheering For…The Blue Devils (often in blue face as a  
Cameron Crazy).
Inspired By…My sisters. I learn something from them every day. 
Praying For…Patients at Duke Cancer Center.
Following Christ Because…I am passionate about serving oth-
ers.

PALMER CANTLER, Duke Divinity School Intern
Watching…Binge watching TV shows 
on Netflix. Currently Grace and Frankie.
Grabbing A Bite At…Tijuana Flats.
Cheering For…University of  Tennes-
see football, Duke basketball, any sport 
Wofford plays.
Inspired By…Classmates at Duke who 
have great hope for the future of  our 
church. I am inspired by members of  my 
generation who are reimagining ways of  
being the church in a new day.

Praying For…God to give me strength to step into leadership 
positions with confidence, guide my thoughts, help me realize the 
moving of  the Holy Spirit and follow where she might lead. 
Following Christ Because…I see God at work in the world and 
cannot help but believe.

HEIDI GIFFIN
Assistant Director, Children’s Ministries
Watching…Whatever my husband or children are watching.  
I’d rather read.
Grabbing A Bite At…Eddie’s Place, The Mayobird or Earl’s 
Grocery.
Cheering For…Tar Heels, Panthers, Knights.
Inspired By…My children, family and friends. They inspire me 
to make good choices and be present.
Praying For…My family’s health and happiness. Peace in my 
heart and around the world.
Following Christ Because…He is the light and the way.

CAROLINE MCKINLEY
Communications, Multi-Media Intern
Rising junior, UNC-Chapel Hill
Watching…The NBA Finals. Go Warriors!
Grabbing A Bite At…CO.
Cheering For…The Tar Heels.
Inspired By…The street artist JR, whose photographs creatively 
call attention to social issues.
Praying For…Our Charlotte neighbors with food insecurity.
Following Christ Because…I feel called to use the blessing of  
my education for a greater purpose.

RANDI SMITH, Missions Intern
Rising sophomore, College of  Charleston
Watching…Friends or basketball.
Grabbing A Bite At…Chick-fil-A.
Cheering For…The Hornets.
Inspired by…Nelson Mandela.
Praying For…Wisdom and discernment to help the Missions 
Department this summer.
Following Christ Because…He is my God and I am His daugh-
ter.

JESSICA STEVENS
Director of  Young Adults Ministries
Watching…Grey’s Anatomy or Nashville.
Grabbing A Bite At…Bakersfield.
Cheering For…Michigan State because of  my wonderful hus-
band, David.
Inspired By…Those who live out their faith in their crazy, busy, 
beautiful lives.
Praying For…Joy, peace, comfort, encouragement.
Following Christ Because…Of  the love He teaches, gives to us 
and expects us to show others.

WELCOME THE NEWBIES
Left to right: Caroline McKinley, Janie Booth, Emily Atkins, Randi Smith, Jessica Stevens and Heidi Giffin. Not pictured: Palmer Cantler.
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balcony. There I clearly heard the words, “Use your gifts to 
build up the body of  Christ.” That began a new chapter in 
my life. I resigned from my job, sold my home, said goodbye 
to friends and colleagues and went back to school at age 42 
to earn my Master of  Divinity degree at Duke. Three years 
later, I arrived at my first appointment – here at Myers Park 
United Methodist.

Over the last 10 years together, we have laughed and cried, 
worshipped and studied God’s Word, made beautiful music, 
enjoyed many good meals, shared heartbreaks and celebrated 
life’s milestones. You were there when I was diagnosed five 
years ago with leukemia and supported my recovery with 
your prayers and love. You graciously and patiently helped 
me learn what it means to be a minister to God’s people. I 
am eternally grateful to you and God for our time together.

Once again, I am hearing God’s call to use my gifts, albeit 
in a colder climate! I ask for your prayers as I begin work at 
The Riverside Church in New York City in August. I will be 
in prayer for you and this amazing church as it continues to 
be God’s presence in this city and around the world. I know 
we will keep in touch as we continue to walk this journey of  
faith together. So until we meet again, I leave you with this 
promise to God in the words from one of  our hymns.

“I will hold your people in my heart.”

From left:  Jonathan Jagielski, Courtenay Miller and Rob Gaines.

• High fives to two Boy Scouts from Troop 3 at Myers Park 
United Methodist Church for receiving their Eagle Scout 
honor at the Troop Court of  Honor: Rob Gaines, son of  
Will and Laura Gaines, is a recent Myers Park High gradu-
ate bound for Appalachian State. His project was recon-
structing a walkway and doing landscaping at Myers Park 
Traditional School. Jonathan Jagielski, son of  Jerry and 
Elizabeth Jagielski, is a rising junior at Charlotte Christian. 
For his Eagle Scout, he made improvements to the Char-
lotte Christian baseball field.

• Something else special unfolded at the Court of  Honor, 
as the Boy Scouts’ Pete Whiting shares: “New Scout-
master Jason Bennett honored Courtenay Miller for his 
extraordinary leadership in the Troop. Courtenay’s wife, 
Amelia, was also recognized and thanked for her willing-
ness to ‘share’ Courtenay with us. A bronze plaque will be 
mounted in the Scout Room in Courtenay’s honor. He was 
presented with an engraved knife. In a Troop 3 tradition, 
Amelia received a dozen red roses. Courtenay inspired 
Scouts and adult leaders with his dedication. He led more 
than 40 young men to earn their Eagle Award. A number 
of  Eagle Scouts returned to show their appreciation. He 
presided at 500 Monday night Troop meetings, spent 80 
weekends camping and 15 weeks at summer camp and 
other trips – thousands of  hours in all. Amelia’s support 
of  Courtenay’s calling to Scouts made all this possible.”

• The annual Hymns & Hot Dogs hymn sing will be at 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, July 31, in Jubilee Hall. Among the classics to 
be sung: I’ll Fly Away and Jesus Loves Me. Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones promises a “call-out-your-favorite” time, too. 
Hot dogs, chips, lemonade and fellowship follow.

• Nicolas Haigh starts August 15 as Interim Music Associ-
ate and Organist, a one-year appointment. Nicolas comes 
from England and has held positions at New College in 
Oxford and York Minster Cathedral in York. He was guest 
organist for Lessons & Carols, and his wife, Margaret, has 
sung with the Chancel Choir.

• The Annual Conference of  the Western North Carolina 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church is June 
15-19 at Lake Junaluska. For Conference news, visit www.
wnccumc.org.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Frank “Manly” McWilliams Jr., brother of  Bootsie Goforth 
and uncle of  Mary Sue Thomas, who died on May 17, 2016. 
Joseph Jacob Harand, father of  Lynn Hankins, who died on 
June 1, 2016. Virginia Cochrane Foard, mother of  Carol Pollard, 
grandmother of  Ashley Mackinzie and Jennifer Wright 
and great-grandmother of  Ava Posadas and Lucas, Weldon 
and Brooks Wright, who died on June 2, 2016. Joe Aderholdt 
Witherspoon, brother of  Loy Witherspoon and family friend of  
Bill Pfischner, who died on June 5, 2016. Thomas E. Stinson, 
father of  Robin Maxwell and grandfather of  Franklin and 
Andrew Maxwell, who died on June 6, 2016.

Babies
Wesley Chesson Haynes, son of  Alisha and Parker Haynes, born 
on June 8, 2016.

Weddings
Kendall Benton Brewer and Robert Edward Heiner, married May 29, 
2016, in Concord. Rev. Ron Robinson, Kendall’s youth pastor 
at Myers Park United Methodist, performed the ceremony. 
Brittany Ellenburg and Joel Rolfe, married June 10, 2016, at the 
church.

By Ken Garfield
MeckMin lifted up the cause of  getting along by honoring an 
individual and organization devoted to that sacred principle. 
As MeckMin Board President Dr. Rodney Sadler put it, “We 
have a whole lot more in common than we might imagine.”

The interfaith coalition formerly 
known as Mecklenburg Ministries wel-
comed 200 to its annual Community 
Leader Breakfast, filling the fellowship 
hall at Covenant Presbyterian with 
inspiration. Myers Park United Meth-
odist cosponsored the event – the 
church’s contribution helping address 
MeckMin’s financial challenges. Race 
Matters for Juvenile Justice, which 
pushes for equitable outcomes for all 

who wind in the criminal justice system, 
earned the Bridge Builder Award. The 

Sydnor Thompson Jr. Community Leader Award, named for 
the beloved church member, judge and lawyer who passed 
away in 2015, went to Dr. Ophelia Garmon-Brown.

A physician, Novant Health executive and Baptist minister, 
Garmon-Brown chairs the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Opportu-
nity Task Force, which is trying to figure out how to change 
this dismal fact: Out of  50 cities, Charlotte is 50th in upward 
mobility. In other words, if  you’re born poor here, you’re likely 
to stay poor. In a stirring acceptance speech, she cited con-
tributing factors: Segregation, income inequality, educational 
inequality (why, she asked, do the best teachers seem to work 
in the wealthiest schools?) and family structure. Preaching on 
behalf  of  those born into a situation where they feel hopeless, 
she challenged the room full of  clergy and community leaders 
to invest themselves in the lives of  others.

The place to begin?

“Start understanding each other…” Garmon-Brown said to 
applause.

MeckMin, a coalition of  100 congregations devoted to fostering interfaith 
cooperation, is reexamining its financial position and future. To support 
the cause, visit www.meckmin.org. Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfield serves on the board.

MECKMIN CELEBRATES THE CAUSE 
OF ‘UNDERSTANDING EACH OTHER’

Rev. Ellen Robison (she’s the flapper from the Roaring Twenties), all 
dressed up for the Phantom of  the Organ Halloween concert.

Dr. Ophelia 
Garmon-Brown 



Communications Intern Caroline McKinley looks ahead to a summer 
(and beyond) of  the congregation doing God’s work and building 
relationships around the world. To get involved in local and world 
missions, visit www.myersparkumc.org/reach-out. 
Youth
International: Ten high school graduates will travel to 
South Africa June 17-28 on a Pilgrimage Of  Hope. Stops 
include Cape Town, Durban, the Tala Game Reserve, and 
the site where the late anti-apartheid icon  Nelson Mandela 
was arrested in 1962. He served 27 years in prison. Students 
currently in high school will serve in San Isidro, Costa Rica, 
July 15-22.  

Domestic: The Youth Choir will tour Williamsburg, Va., 
June 12-16, performing worship concerts while serving 
the community. High school students will serve the 

community of  Grundy County, Tenn., June 19-25. Middle 
school students will repair homes with Project SPY in 
Christiansburg, Va., June 25 to July 1. Rising sixth-graders 
will serve throughout the city with Charlotte Urban Plunge 
August 12-13. 

Adults
International: A mission team from the church returns 
to Mexico July 17-23 to build houses and relationships 
with neighbors in Reynosa. The deadline to sign up for 
that trip is June 25. A team will serve in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, September 17-26. The annual mission trip to 
rekindle friendships with our long-time ministry partners 
in Bayonnais, Haiti, is October 26 to November 2. The 
deadline to sign up is September 30. 

Carol Tate, the church’s Consultant for Spiritual Gifts, shares the 
return of  Wired 4 Ministry.

After a nine-month sabbatical, the 2½-
hour Wired 4 Ministry class is being 
offered, starting Thursday, July 14, from 
6:30 to 9:00 p.m. in Room 106 of  the 
Parish Life Building.

Think of  Wired 4 Ministry as a thumb-
print.  By God’s design, no two per-
sons or thumbprints are identical. As 
Ephesians 2:10 says, we are each “God’s 
masterpiece.” The class offers the tools 
to understand the uniqueness of  your 

SHAPE – a combination of  spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, 
personality and experiences. No more looking to the world 
or others to define who you are or should be. How freeing 
is that? 

Secondly, God calls us to leave our thumbprint on the world 
by being the hands and feet of  Christ. During the class, 
you’ll complete a ministry profile based on your personal 
SHAPE. Then, Annabelle Suddreth, the church’s new Direc-
tor of  Engagement, can recommend ways to connect in 
ministry that reflect your personal “wiring.”

 If  you don’t know your thumbprint, find out. If  you are a 
past participant, you are welcome to take a refresher class. 
God is calling you. For more about Wired 4 Ministry classes, 
you can reach me at 704-295-4822 or ctate@mpumc.org. 
You can also learn more at www.myersparkumc.org/reach-
out. Class registration is required.

WIRED 4 MINISTRY CLASSES RETURN JULY 14

I don’t think Dr. Ophelia Garmon-Brown 
meant to deliver a Father’s Day message 

at the MeckMin awards breakfast. Elsewhere 
in today’s Cornerstone you can read about 
her challenging our city to offer hope and 

opportunity to all. As 
much as her speech 
resonated, a largely 
unrelated memory she 
shared lingers in my 
mind this Father’s Day.

Dr. Brown is a 
physician, not to 
mention a seminary 
graduate, Baptist 

preacher, community 
leader and, best of  all, mother and 
grandmother. Early in her talk, she was 
explaining what inspired her to become 
a doctor. When she was two, her father 
died of  encephalitis. Growing up without 
him, she decided to go into medicine for 
really just one reason. “I wanted to save all 
daddies.”

“I wanted to save all daddies.”

It’s been stuck in my head ever since she 
said it. At age 63, I find tender emotions 
rising to the surface more and more these 
days, especially when it comes to family. I 

suspect Dr. Garmon-Brown can relate. An 
amazingly accomplished woman leading 
the city’s complicated mission – taking on 
prejudice – and still she returns to her father.

Fathers.

I’m thinking a lot these days about my own, 
Dr. Sam Garfield, who died in 2004. Fifty 
years later, I can still see him walking into 
the house after a long day, with a kiss for 
my mother and me, and the newspaper for 
a kid already bitten by the bug. I’m thinking 
about our son, Matt, who may well be a 
first-time father by the time you read this, 
God willing. I’m thinking about our son-in-
law, Scott, who is everything a father should 
be to his daughter (our granddaughter!). I’m 
thinking about my own life and the father 
I’ve tried to be, and praying that it’s been 
good enough.

I don’t have any deep thoughts about 
fatherhood. I just wanted to share what Dr. 
Garmon-Brown said, and how it got me 
thinking about fathers and sons, lives and 
dreams, and what it all means.

“I wanted to save all daddies.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
‘I WANTED TO SAVE ALL DADDIES’

Ken Garfield

Rev. Ellen Robison shares this reflection as she 
leaves to become Minister of  Worship and the Arts 
at The Riverside Church in upper Manhattan. 
Her last Sunday with us – at least on staff  as our 
wonderfully gifted Minister of  Worship and the 
Arts! – is June 19.  

In my 10 years here at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, I have told many of  

you my “call” story. I was on Fall Break 
from my teaching responsibilities at UNC 
Wilmington, staying in a tiny attic room on 
the ocean. The first night, I awoke from 
a sound sleep and walked out onto the 

Rev. Ellen Robison:
‘I WILL HOLD YOUR PEOPLE 

IN MY HEART…’

Rev. Ellen Robison leading the Chancel Choir 
during a performance at Bath Abbey in Bath, 

England, in 2013.Continued Inside...

Look to Snapshots beside Ellen’s column here on the front 
page for details on how we’ll say a loving goodbye.

Carol Tate

Say good-bye and thank 
you as Rev. Ellen Robison 
leaves for The Riverside 
Church in New York: 
A reception is at noon 
Sunday, June 19, in Jubilee 
Hall. Light refreshments 
are planned. A love 
offering is being taken. 
Checks can be made out 
to the church with Love 
Offering in the memo line 
and put in the offering 
plate, dropped off  at the 
front desk in the Parish 
Life Building lobby or 
mailed to 1501 Queens 
Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207. Ellen’s last Sunday 
here is June 19.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A SUMMER (AND BEYOND) OF MISSION TRIPS




