
• More college graduates: Austin Bergstrom, son 
of  Gregg and Mollie Bergstrom, graduating from 
Wofford College with a B.A. degree in Accounting 
and Government. He’s going to work for the Carolina 
Panthers as an Equipment Intern. He’s worked in 
the Panthers’ equipment department since the eighth 
grade. Robert “Cole” Gage, son of  John and Gayle 
Gage, graduating from Virginia Tech with a B.S. 
degree in Chemistry. His parents share: “As a lifelong 
outdoorsman who enjoys backpacking, mountain biking, 
kayaking and rock climbing, he has left for a five-month 
adventure, backpacking from Georgia to Maine on the 
Appalachian Trail. After his well-deserved adventure, 
he plans on entering the field of  chemical research and 
development.”

• The Annual Conference of  the Western North Carolina 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church is June 
15-19 at Lake Junaluska. This year’s theme is Go Light 
Your World (Matthew 5: 14-16). Delegates from our 
church are Virginia Herrick, Julia Hite, Megan Lepore, 
Robert Lutz and Kathryn Melton. The church luncheon 
is at noon Thursday, June 16, at The Terrace (T-319). 
Those planning to attend should email peg@mpumc.
org. Conference news is at www.wnccumc.org.

• High fives to Goodness Gracious! gift shop volunteers 
and Stephen Ministers for stepping up to usher during 
the summer months, when some of  the regular ushers 
are on a well-deserved vacation.

United Methodist News Service shares these excerpts from General 
Conference in Portland, Ore. For the complete summary, visit  
www.GC2016.umc.org.

The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body referred 
its most difficult subject – sexuality — to a study commis-
sion and moved on to other matters at General Confer-
ence. Delegates voted to accept the recommendation of  the 
Council of  Bishops to delay a debate on homosexuality at 
this gathering and let a proposed commission that would 
completely examine and possibly recommend revisions of  
every paragraph in the Book of  Discipline related to human 
sexuality. Bishops suggested they might call a special Gen-
eral Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such proposals.

Other news:
• New hymnal project gets green light:The United 

Methodist Church is on track to get its first new hym-
nal since 1989. This one will be Internet cloud-based 
and print-on-demand – the first high-tech hymnal for a 
mainline denomination.

• Oppose mascots that demean Native Americans: 
Delegates approved a resolution calling on United 
Methodist agencies to raise awareness about the harm 
caused by sports teams that use mascots or symbols that 
disrespect Native Americans.

• Budget passes with slight increase: General Confer-
ence delegates approved a general church budget of  
$604 million for 2017-2020, a slight increase over the 
$603.1 million approved at the 2012 Conference. 

• Missionary Commissioning: The United Method-
ist Church sent new missionaries from 11 countries to 
serve in 16 lands. 

• Presentations, celebrations: General Conference cel-
ebrated several milestones: The 60th anniversary of  the 
Methodist Church granting full clergy rights to women; 
200th anniversary of  Francis Asbury’s death; 30th anni-
versary of  Disciple Bible Study; upcoming 25th anniver-
sary of  Africa University; and a day dedicated to United 
Methodist Women, which turns 150.

GENERAL CONFERENCE DELAYS DECISION

How’s this for a legacy? In Beverly’s 
Howard’s 28 years leading Loaves & 

Fishes, 1.7 million hungry people were fed.

Our church was honored to host the 
luncheon celebrating Beverly’s well-
deserved retirement from the Charlotte 

food pantry. There 
was all manner of  
tribute, all earned. 
The crowd of  200 
rose in applause 
at the news she’d 
been awarded 
the Order of  the 
Long Leaf  Pine, 
North Carolina’s 
highest honor. 
And yet no plaque 
can articulate the 

essence of  Beverly’s 
public life as much as that one statistic: In 
the 28 years that she devoted herself  to the cause, 
1.7 million brothers and sisters were fed. At no 
time under her watch was anyone turned 
away. The chronically poor, the mentally 
ill, the immigrant legal and otherwise, the 
addicted, the child, the once-comfortable 

professional whose pink slip came without 
warning – all have been welcome at the 
pantry Beverly helped build.

If  you want to write a check or spend a few 
hours stocking shelves, call 704-523-4333 
or visit www.loavesandfishes.org. Loaves 
& Fishes depends on individuals for half  
its financial support. Our church – whose 
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Beverly Howard (left) greets a friend at the  
luncheon. Photo courtesy of  Loaves & Fishes.

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines reflects 
on Confirmation at Myers Park United Methodist.

I never thought I’d receive an urgent text 
from an eighth-grade student about 

finding a journaling/study Bible. But 
after this Confirmation year, I shouldn’t 
have been surprised. Confirmation at our 
church went through a couple of  significant 
changes over the past two  years, including 
raising the age of  Confirmands from 
seventh to eighth grade. After living out 
the changes these past nine months, I can 
say that it’s been for the best. On May 15, 
we as a church welcomed 70 new members 
to our congregation. They all start high 
school this autumn, and will be equipped 
with new backpacks, new clothes and a new 
stage in their personal relationship with 
God and God’s church. One student shared 
that before this year, she had never owned 
a Bible. Through this journey, she said, 
she not only owns one but knows that the 
words were written for her. What a gift it 
has been to walk with them on this journey. 

THE CONFIRMATION JOURNEY

Dr. Melanie Dobson and Director of  Youth  
Ministries Lauren Stines confirm a young person. 

Photo by Ellen Spence.

Continued Inside...

Register for Confirmation next year at 
www.mpumcyouth.org under  

the events tab. Two opportunities to 
show our love for Rev. 
Ellen Robison as she 
leaves for The Riverside 
Church in New York: A 
reception will be at noon 
Sunday, June 12, in Jubilee 
Hall. A love offering is 
being taken. Checks can 
be made out to the church 
with Love Offering in the 
memo line and put in the 
offering plate, dropped 
off  at the front desk in 
the lobby of  the Parish 
Life Building or mailed 
to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207. 
Ellen’s last Sunday here is 
June 19.
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June 8 Outing:
ADULTS PLUS! PLANNING 

‘ROAD TRIP’ TO ALDERSGATE

AT CAMP TEKOA, 
HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF

Lifelong church member Lindsay Hawfield Jones reflects on the meaning 
of  the recent church weekend at Camp Tekoa.

Twenty-one church families enjoyed a weekend at Camp 
Tekoa in the N.C. mountains – hiking, zip-lining, swimming, 
canoeing, paddle boating and, best of  all, connecting with 
God and one another.

While a number of  the children were first-time campers, their 
parents had come to Camp Tekoa when they were young. As 
I looked around the campfire on Saturday night, I saw history 
repeating itself. Some of  my best and most formative child-
hood memories were made on church trips with these same 
friends. Now my children were experiencing it, too – with my 
friends’ kids.

After enjoying campfire s’mores, Bennett Thompson began 
playing his guitar. Kids danced. The music floated up through 
the trees toward the clear night sky. Dusk began to fall. Ben-
nett suggested we sing some of  the songs we sang in youth 
group, including Light the fire…

Light the fire in my soul. Fan the flame. Make me whole. Lord you 
know where I’ve been. Light the fire in my heart again.

A beautiful weekend away with old friends and new friends 
reminds us of  where we’ve been on our spiritual journey, and 
where we are going. We fan the flame, and it lights the fire in 
our hearts again.

lobby bins are always ready to take canned goods and more – 
has long been a friend to the food pantry, and to Beverly.

It was a lovely luncheon, marked by the warmth for which 
Beverly is known. But as she smiled gratefully through all the 
praise, Beverly made sure we understood the mission that 
fueled her public life, and defined her legacy. The reminder 

came at the start of  her thank you speech, and it summed up 
her life’s work.

“This,” she said, “is supposed to be about Loaves & Fishes.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

Continued From Front Page..
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In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Kirby Paul Barrack, brother of  Lisa Yarrow and uncle of  
Benjamin and Phoebe Averdick, who died on May 11, 2016. 
Chase Sebastian Francis, son of  Ginger Moore, grandson of  
Guynn and Ross Francis, brother of  Jazmin Francis and 
nephew of  Scott Francis, who died on May 15, 2016. Harold 
Boyd Risher, brother of  Becky Jenkins, uncle of  Steven Jenkins 
and Kevin Jenkins and great-uncle of  Will, Walker, Brady and 
Andrew Jenkins, who died on May 16, 2016. Hilda Jeannette 
Dean, aunt of  Brian Childers and great-aunt of  Hannah 
and Spencer Childers, who died on May 17, 2016. Linda 
Elaine Paulson Reeves, wife of  Chester Reeves and mother of  
Suzanne Proctor, Laura Bartlett and Robert Reeves, who died 
on May 18, 2016. Edward Legare Thrower, son of  Wendy and 

Jay Thrower and brother of  Griffin Thrower, who died on 
May 18, 2016. James Gresham Northcott Jr., husband of  Ginger 
Northcott, father of  Melia Hunt and grandfather of  Mary 
Hope Hunt, who died on May 22, 2016.    

Babies
Campbell Kiprian Heath, daughter of  Rachel and Mike Heath 
and sister of  Lillian Heath, born on April 19, 2016. 

Weddings
Margaret Elizabeth Dunn and Carl Edward Duda, married on May 
21, 2016, at the church.

Happy faces at Camp Tekoa. Photo by Lindsay Hawfield Jones.

Church staffer Christine Mull previews an Adults Plus! outing.

All are invited to join Adults Plus! at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, 
June 8, at the Aldersgate retirement community for a time of  
fellowship and learning. We’ll meet with church friends who 
call Aldersgate home, and learn about the Gateway Promise while 
enjoying hamburgers and hot dogs. Transportation to the 
Shamrock Drive campus will leave from the church at 10:30 
a.m. To reserve a spot by June 3, reach me at 704-295-4815 or 
cmull@mpumc.org.

Adults Plus! is the church ministry to ages 55 and over. For 
30-plus years, the group has met the third Wednesday of  each 
month for a luncheon program. On June 21, 2000, they met 
for a picnic at the lake home of  church members Anita and 
Melvin McIntosh, which happened to be the couple’s wedding 
anniversary. To mark the occasion, the group brought them a 
Happy Anniversary Cake. This day of  fellowship and relax-

ation continued for 16 years, including an anniversary cake no 
matter the precise date of  the gathering. The tradition ended 
last year as picnics, boating and outdoor events became too 
much for many. So this year, as the McIntoshes mark their 
58th wedding anniversary, Adults Plus! is taking the picnic to 
Aldersgate. That will allow the 56 church members who live 
there the opportunity to share fellowship with others from 
church.

The gathering will also hear about the Gateway Promise, the $70 
million planned expansion at Aldersgate. According to Alder-
sgate’s  website, the project will transform the buildings and 
landscape, broaden services and strengthen the community 
around the east Charlotte campus. Founded in 1943 as The 
Methodist Home, the campaign will create new space for 100 
more seniors, to join 350 residents already living there. The 
Aldersgate visit may become a new tradition. Cake will prob-
ably be involved.

Staffers and interns joining Myers Park United Methodist:

• Heidi Giffin has started as full-time Assistant Director of  
Children’s Ministries. She taught English at Central Pied-
mont Community College and previously taught second 
and fourth grades. Her family – husband Jim and Molly, 
6, and James, 3 – belong to Myers Park United Method-
ist, where she taught children’s Sunday School (fifth grade 
and the two-year-olds). Children’s Ministries serves 600 
families.

• Julie Wentz joins the staff  June 13 as Child Care Coordi-
nator/Administrative Assistant for Children’s Ministries. 
She’ll work 30 hours a week coordinating child care on 
Sunday morning and for special programs (plus other 
duties). A member of  Myers Park United Methodist, she 
worked years ago as a preschool teacher at The Children’s 
Circle. She’s excited to return to church work after stints 
in banking and real estate. “It’s truly a calling,” she says.

• Four young people will serve as summer interns, a new 
program coordinated by Youth Ministries. Church mem-
ber Emily Atkins, a rising sophomore at University of  
South Carolina, will work in Children’s Ministries. She’s 
the daughter of  David and Janel Atkins. Church mem-
ber Janie Booth, a rising sophomore at Duke and the 
daughter of  John and Linda Booth, will work with Youth 
Ministries. Church member Caroline McKinley, a rising 
junior at UNC-Chapel Hill and the daughter of  Doug 
and Sally McKinley, will work with Communications and 
Multi-Medis Ministries. Randi Smith, a rising sophomore 
at College of  Charleston, with work with Missions. She 
belongs to Philadelphia United Methodist Church in Fort 
Mill, S.C.

• As reported previously, Palmer Cantler of  Johnson City, 
Tenn., is the Duke Divinity School summer intern. The 
Cornerstone will share more on all the interns as summer 
unfolds.

WELCOME, NEW STAFFERS AND 
SUMMER INTERNS



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

June 1, 2016
• CLASS FOCUS: HEAVY HEARTS All adults are 

invited to a summer Sunday School class to run for six 
weeks from June 12 to July 24 (no class July 3) at 9:45 a.m. 
in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. Partnering with 
Stephen Ministers, the class will discuss the book, Don’t 
Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart: How to Relate to Those Who Are 
Suffering, by Stephen Ministries founder Kenneth C. Haugk. 
Church members Ken and Kay Rice, long active in Stephen 
Ministries, share: “People who find it uncomfortable being 
in the presence of  people experiencing grief  will benefit 
from this. It’s an opportunity to learn how you can be the 
presence of  God in the lives of  hurting people.”

• WEEKEND RETREAT Rev. Bill Roth will lead a retreat 
August 19-21 to Caraway Conference Center in Sophia (near 
Asheboro), exploring Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, Shall 
We Live? All are welcome, though the retreat (note the new 
dates) is designed for those ages 55 to 75. To learn more, 
and sign up, visit www.myersparkumc.org/adults.

• ADULTS PLUS! RETREAT The ministry to ages 55 and 
over will hold a Spiritual Life Retreat October 19-21 at Lake 
Junaluska in the N.C. mountains. Church member Mark 
Edwards will lead a program on Paul: His Letters And The 
Early Church. To learn more, reach Christine Mull at 704-295-
4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• ORGAN RECITAL Organists John Cummins and Michael 
Messina will perform organ duets at 7:00 p.m. Sunday, June 
5, in the Sanctuary. It’s part of  the summer recital series by 
the Charlotte chapter of  the American Guild of  Organists. 
No ticket is needed. An offering will benefit the Stigall 
Scholarship Fund. A reception follows in Jubilee Hall.

• LAKE JUNALUSKA SINGERS The Lake Junaluska 
Singers will perform at 2:00 p.m. Sunday, June 12, in the 
Sanctuary. The 16-voice ensemble performs classical, gospel, 
folk and musical theater. No ticket is needed. An offering 
will benefit the group, which serves as an ambassador for the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction of  The United Methodist Church 
and the Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center.

• PERFORMING ARTS CAMP It’s Cool In The Furnace, a 
performing arts camp for rising Grades 2-8, is August 15-19 at 
the church. Cost is $200 per student. Details: Nancy Hamff  at 
704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL The 10th annual Freedom School is 
June 16 to July 27 at Sedgefield Elementary School, offering 
80 student scholars a summer of  reading, learning and fun. A 
number of  volunteer opportunities, from reading to kids to 
chaperoning field trips, offers the chance to build relationships 
with young scholars and Servant Leader Interns (teachers). Sign 
up at www.MPUMCFreedomSchool.org.

• MISSION: MEXICO A mission trip to Mexico July 17-23 
offers the chance to build friendships, worship with Mexican 
neighbors, help build a home and more. Details: Lindsey Powell 
at powelllb@live.unc.edu or Virginia Humphries at Vch1221@
gmail.com or visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• MISSION: BRAZIL Sign up by June 10 to join the trip to Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, September 17-26 to work at a teen center, 
share fellowship in a nursing home and do light construction. 
Details: Donna Sheehan at Donna.Sheehan@wellsfargo.com or 
Shannon Bannister at bannisters@hhbrown.com.

• SERVE AT MEN’S SHELTER Help serve dinner at the 
Men’s Shelter at 3410 Statesville Ave. from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 14. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• WANT TO TOUR THE CHURCH? Church member 
David Dulin leads tours of  the church. He calls it A Little Art, 
A Little Architecture, A Little History. Individuals and groups 
wanting to schedule a date and time can reach him at 704-650-
3217 or ddulin@uwcentralcarolinas.org.

• HELP THE CHURCH LIBRARY Honor a loved one 
by making a donation to buy a book already in the library, in 
Room 111 in the Parish Life Building. Instructions, prices and 
books on the library wish list are at the main desk in the library. 
Details: Linda Myers at 704-907-0864.



By Ken Garfield

Our conversation on race took us to Jubilee Hall on a 
gorgeous Sunday afternoon to ask a high school football 

coach and two players how to wipe prejudice from our hearts.

Their answer was more three yards and a cloud of  dust than Hail 
Mary, for victories of  any kind in life 
do not come quickly. They require guts, 
patience and time. You want to build a 
team? Myers Park High School football 
coach Scott Chadwick said it takes more 
than tolerating someone who’s different. 
You have to listen to their story and  
understand it. You have to identify a 
common goal, then, together, work like 
heck to get there. He might have used 
another word in the locker room, but we 

get the point.

The visit by Coach Chadwick and players Jack Davidson (he 
grew up on our church) and Jamal Watson was inspired by a 
brilliant Charlotte magazine series on the Mustangs. The stories 
included some touchdowns and fumbles. But it was more about 
the struggle to forge unity on a football team of  35 whites and 
32 blacks. The diversity, and the challenges, ran deeper than 
color: As Jamal shared, some players caught the bus to practice. 
Others came in their Range Rover.

The gathering was honest and unique, one that used football as 
a metaphor, not something you see every day in a church: Coach 
Chadwick told us how he reminds his players that people in big 
houses have issues, too, frailties we all deal with. Jamal said unity 
requires leaders bold enough to start new traditions, coaches 
and captains willing to say “Follow me.” Jack said he’s mindful 

of  what some teammates face in life, but that when you’re a 
teammate, differences don’t matter.  You have each other’s back. 
Myers Park High principal Mark Bosco, who came even though 
prom kept him up late the night before, said his goal isn’t to 
dismantle racism. It’s to meet each kid where he or she is in life, 
one at a time, to help show them the way.

The conversation continues. Three yards and a cloud of  dust.

Race, Youth, Football
Mustangs Point The Way Toward Trust 

Mustangs in the locker room. Photo by Logan Cyrus, courtesy of  
Charlotte magazine.

Church member Richard Harrison reminded the audience 
that the program on Myers Park High football offered 
one story on the road to reconciliation. More stories are 
waiting to be told. Reach Director of  Communications 
Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org to 
learn what’s next in the churchwide focus on race.

Ken Garfield

A new Cornerstone feature: From time to time, a member 
of the Myers Park United Methodist family will reflect on a 
verse of Scripture and its meaning at that moment in their life. 
Here, church member Ron Knape, who has helped lead the 
conversation on race, shares what inspires him.

“Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low; and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough places plain.”

Surely I am not alone in finding this verse one of  the most 
poetically pleasing in the Bible. I love hearing it, reading it 

and thinking about what it meant to Isaiah, and what it should 
mean for us. It’s a prophecy. But like so many prophecies that 
aren’t time-specific, for me they can mean everything or nothing. 

I have accepted the fact that since this verse has stuck to me this 
long, it must be about something important to my faith and life. 
I hear it as a leveling of  things, a reversal of  fortune not unlike 
when Jesus upset the apple cart by saying the “first shall be last 
and the last first.” If  that’s the way things are supposed to work, 
when will that happen? The timing question again.

My take is this: Let us put a time stamp on it. Our community 
is terrific, but there are issues. Perhaps most glaring is that 
Charlotte is a place where, if you’re poor, you’re likely to stay 
poor. Unlike Isaiah’s future prophecy, this is today’s reality, 
the here and now. Our church doesn’t run from things like 
this. Prejudice, unfairness, inequality matter to us.

God’s Word, In My Life: Isaiah 40:4
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Lifelong church member Lindsay Hawfield Jones reflects on the meaning 
of  the recent church weekend at Camp Tekoa.

Twenty-one church families enjoyed a weekend at Camp 
Tekoa in the N.C. mountains – hiking, zip-lining, swimming, 
canoeing, paddle boating and, best of  all, connecting with 
God and one another.

While a number of  the children were first-time campers, their 
parents had come to Camp Tekoa when they were young. As 
I looked around the campfire on Saturday night, I saw history 
repeating itself. Some of  my best and most formative child-
hood memories were made on church trips with these same 
friends. Now my children were experiencing it, too – with my 
friends’ kids.

After enjoying campfire s’mores, Bennett Thompson began 
playing his guitar. Kids danced. The music floated up through 
the trees toward the clear night sky. Dusk began to fall. Ben-
nett suggested we sing some of  the songs we sang in youth 
group, including Light the fire…

Light the fire in my soul. Fan the flame. Make me whole. Lord you 
know where I’ve been. Light the fire in my heart again.

A beautiful weekend away with old friends and new friends 
reminds us of  where we’ve been on our spiritual journey, and 
where we are going. We fan the flame, and it lights the fire in 
our hearts again.

lobby bins are always ready to take canned goods and more – 
has long been a friend to the food pantry, and to Beverly.

It was a lovely luncheon, marked by the warmth for which 
Beverly is known. But as she smiled gratefully through all the 
praise, Beverly made sure we understood the mission that 
fueled her public life, and defined her legacy. The reminder 

came at the start of  her thank you speech, and it summed up 
her life’s work.

“This,” she said, “is supposed to be about Loaves & Fishes.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.
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Boyd Risher, brother of  Becky Jenkins, uncle of  Steven Jenkins 
and Kevin Jenkins and great-uncle of  Will, Walker, Brady and 
Andrew Jenkins, who died on May 16, 2016. Hilda Jeannette 
Dean, aunt of  Brian Childers and great-aunt of  Hannah 
and Spencer Childers, who died on May 17, 2016. Linda 
Elaine Paulson Reeves, wife of  Chester Reeves and mother of  
Suzanne Proctor, Laura Bartlett and Robert Reeves, who died 
on May 18, 2016. Edward Legare Thrower, son of  Wendy and 
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Church staffer Christine Mull previews an Adults Plus! outing.

All are invited to join Adults Plus! at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, 
June 8, at the Aldersgate retirement community for a time of  
fellowship and learning. We’ll meet with church friends who 
call Aldersgate home, and learn about the Gateway Promise while 
enjoying hamburgers and hot dogs. Transportation to the 
Shamrock Drive campus will leave from the church at 10:30 
a.m. To reserve a spot by June 3, reach me at 704-295-4815 or 
cmull@mpumc.org.

Adults Plus! is the church ministry to ages 55 and over. For 
30-plus years, the group has met the third Wednesday of  each 
month for a luncheon program. On June 21, 2000, they met 
for a picnic at the lake home of  church members Anita and 
Melvin McIntosh, which happened to be the couple’s wedding 
anniversary. To mark the occasion, the group brought them a 
Happy Anniversary Cake. This day of  fellowship and relax-

ation continued for 16 years, including an anniversary cake no 
matter the precise date of  the gathering. The tradition ended 
last year as picnics, boating and outdoor events became too 
much for many. So this year, as the McIntoshes mark their 
58th wedding anniversary, Adults Plus! is taking the picnic to 
Aldersgate. That will allow the 56 church members who live 
there the opportunity to share fellowship with others from 
church.

The gathering will also hear about the Gateway Promise, the $70 
million planned expansion at Aldersgate. According to Alder-
sgate’s  website, the project will transform the buildings and 
landscape, broaden services and strengthen the community 
around the east Charlotte campus. Founded in 1943 as The 
Methodist Home, the campaign will create new space for 100 
more seniors, to join 350 residents already living there. The 
Aldersgate visit may become a new tradition. Cake will prob-
ably be involved.

Staffers and interns joining Myers Park United Methodist:

• Heidi Giffin has started as full-time Assistant Director of  
Children’s Ministries. She taught English at Central Pied-
mont Community College and previously taught second 
and fourth grades. Her family – husband Jim and Molly, 
6, and James, 3 – belong to Myers Park United Method-
ist, where she taught children’s Sunday School (fifth grade 
and the two-year-olds). Children’s Ministries serves 600 
families.

• Julie Wentz joins the staff  June 13 as Child Care Coordi-
nator/Administrative Assistant for Children’s Ministries. 
She’ll work 30 hours a week coordinating child care on 
Sunday morning and for special programs (plus other 
duties). A member of  Myers Park United Methodist, she 
worked years ago as a preschool teacher at The Children’s 
Circle. She’s excited to return to church work after stints 
in banking and real estate. “It’s truly a calling,” she says.

• Four young people will serve as summer interns, a new 
program coordinated by Youth Ministries. Church mem-
ber Emily Atkins, a rising sophomore at University of  
South Carolina, will work in Children’s Ministries. She’s 
the daughter of  David and Janel Atkins. Church mem-
ber Janie Booth, a rising sophomore at Duke and the 
daughter of  John and Linda Booth, will work with Youth 
Ministries. Church member Caroline McKinley, a rising 
junior at UNC-Chapel Hill and the daughter of  Doug 
and Sally McKinley, will work with Communications and 
Multi-Medis Ministries. Randi Smith, a rising sophomore 
at College of  Charleston, with work with Missions. She 
belongs to Philadelphia United Methodist Church in Fort 
Mill, S.C.

• As reported previously, Palmer Cantler of  Johnson City, 
Tenn., is the Duke Divinity School summer intern. The 
Cornerstone will share more on all the interns as summer 
unfolds.

WELCOME, NEW STAFFERS AND 
SUMMER INTERNS



• More college graduates: Austin Bergstrom, son 
of  Gregg and Mollie Bergstrom, graduating from 
Wofford College with a B.A. degree in Accounting 
and Government. He’s going to work for the Carolina 
Panthers as an Equipment Intern. He’s worked in 
the Panthers’ equipment department since the eighth 
grade. Robert “Cole” Gage, son of  John and Gayle 
Gage, graduating from Virginia Tech with a B.S. 
degree in Chemistry. His parents share: “As a lifelong 
outdoorsman who enjoys backpacking, mountain biking, 
kayaking and rock climbing, he has left for a five-month 
adventure, backpacking from Georgia to Maine on the 
Appalachian Trail. After his well-deserved adventure, 
he plans on entering the field of  chemical research and 
development.”

• The Annual Conference of  the Western North Carolina 
Conference of  The United Methodist Church is June 
15-19 at Lake Junaluska. This year’s theme is Go Light 
Your World (Matthew 5: 14-16). Delegates from our 
church are Virginia Herrick, Julia Hite, Megan Lepore, 
Robert Lutz and Kathryn Melton. The church luncheon 
is at noon Thursday, June 16, at The Terrace (T-319). 
Those planning to attend should email peg@mpumc.
org. Conference news is at www.wnccumc.org.

• High fives to Goodness Gracious! gift shop volunteers 
and Stephen Ministers for stepping up to usher during 
the summer months, when some of  the regular ushers 
are on a well-deserved vacation.

United Methodist News Service shares these excerpts from General 
Conference in Portland, Ore. For the complete summary, visit  
www.GC2016.umc.org.

The United Methodist Church’s top legislative body referred 
its most difficult subject – sexuality — to a study commis-
sion and moved on to other matters at General Confer-
ence. Delegates voted to accept the recommendation of  the 
Council of  Bishops to delay a debate on homosexuality at 
this gathering and let a proposed commission that would 
completely examine and possibly recommend revisions of  
every paragraph in the Book of  Discipline related to human 
sexuality. Bishops suggested they might call a special Gen-
eral Conference in 2018 or 2019 to deal with such proposals.

Other news:
• New hymnal project gets green light:The United 

Methodist Church is on track to get its first new hym-
nal since 1989. This one will be Internet cloud-based 
and print-on-demand – the first high-tech hymnal for a 
mainline denomination.

• Oppose mascots that demean Native Americans: 
Delegates approved a resolution calling on United 
Methodist agencies to raise awareness about the harm 
caused by sports teams that use mascots or symbols that 
disrespect Native Americans.

• Budget passes with slight increase: General Confer-
ence delegates approved a general church budget of  
$604 million for 2017-2020, a slight increase over the 
$603.1 million approved at the 2012 Conference. 

• Missionary Commissioning: The United Method-
ist Church sent new missionaries from 11 countries to 
serve in 16 lands. 

• Presentations, celebrations: General Conference cel-
ebrated several milestones: The 60th anniversary of  the 
Methodist Church granting full clergy rights to women; 
200th anniversary of  Francis Asbury’s death; 30th anni-
versary of  Disciple Bible Study; upcoming 25th anniver-
sary of  Africa University; and a day dedicated to United 
Methodist Women, which turns 150.

GENERAL CONFERENCE DELAYS DECISION

How’s this for a legacy? In Beverly’s 
Howard’s 28 years leading Loaves & 

Fishes, 1.7 million hungry people were fed.

Our church was honored to host the 
luncheon celebrating Beverly’s well-
deserved retirement from the Charlotte 

food pantry. There 
was all manner of  
tribute, all earned. 
The crowd of  200 
rose in applause 
at the news she’d 
been awarded 
the Order of  the 
Long Leaf  Pine, 
North Carolina’s 
highest honor. 
And yet no plaque 
can articulate the 

essence of  Beverly’s 
public life as much as that one statistic: In 
the 28 years that she devoted herself  to the cause, 
1.7 million brothers and sisters were fed. At no 
time under her watch was anyone turned 
away. The chronically poor, the mentally 
ill, the immigrant legal and otherwise, the 
addicted, the child, the once-comfortable 

professional whose pink slip came without 
warning – all have been welcome at the 
pantry Beverly helped build.

If  you want to write a check or spend a few 
hours stocking shelves, call 704-523-4333 
or visit www.loavesandfishes.org. Loaves 
& Fishes depends on individuals for half  
its financial support. Our church – whose 

A Conversation On Faith
WHAT’S YOUR LEGACY?

Ken Garfield

Beverly Howard (left) greets a friend at the  
luncheon. Photo courtesy of  Loaves & Fishes.

Director of  Youth Ministries Lauren Stines reflects 
on Confirmation at Myers Park United Methodist.

I never thought I’d receive an urgent text 
from an eighth-grade student about 

finding a journaling/study Bible. But 
after this Confirmation year, I shouldn’t 
have been surprised. Confirmation at our 
church went through a couple of  significant 
changes over the past two  years, including 
raising the age of  Confirmands from 
seventh to eighth grade. After living out 
the changes these past nine months, I can 
say that it’s been for the best. On May 15, 
we as a church welcomed 70 new members 
to our congregation. They all start high 
school this autumn, and will be equipped 
with new backpacks, new clothes and a new 
stage in their personal relationship with 
God and God’s church. One student shared 
that before this year, she had never owned 
a Bible. Through this journey, she said, 
she not only owns one but knows that the 
words were written for her. What a gift it 
has been to walk with them on this journey. 

THE CONFIRMATION JOURNEY

Dr. Melanie Dobson and Director of  Youth  
Ministries Lauren Stines confirm a young person. 

Photo by Ellen Spence.

Continued Inside...

Register for Confirmation next year at 
www.mpumcyouth.org under  

the events tab. Two opportunities to 
show our love for Rev. 
Ellen Robison as she 
leaves for The Riverside 
Church in New York: A 
reception will be at noon 
Sunday, June 12, in Jubilee 
Hall. A love offering is 
being taken. Checks can 
be made out to the church 
with Love Offering in the 
memo line and put in the 
offering plate, dropped 
off  at the front desk in 
the lobby of  the Parish 
Life Building or mailed 
to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207. 
Ellen’s last Sunday here is 
June 19.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

2016 COLLEGE GRADS; ANNUAL CONFERENCE




