
Myers Park 

United Methodist Church 
 

 
 

from the Rabula Gospels, 6th century illuminated Syriac Gospel Book 

 

 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

May 15, 2016 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Gathering Music 
    Danza                                                                                                                         Kevin McChesney                                                                                

    A Merry Heart                                                                                                           Cynthia Dobrinski 

 

Welcome 

 

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 



Passing of the Peace  
 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 New Testament Reading Acts 2:1-4 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 139 

   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                                       LOBE DEN HERREN                                            

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Confession  

Almighty God,  

   you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples  

   creating bold tongues, open ears,  

   and a new community of faith.  

We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit among us.  

The Creed No. 885  A Modern Affirmation 
 We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power and love, 

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man, 

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope, 

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

   as the divine presence in our lives, 

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 

   of the truth of Christ, 

   and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself 

   in the service of love 

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end 

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 



We do not listen for your word of grace,  

   speak the good news of your love,  

   or live as a people made one in Christ  

Have mercy on us, O God.  

Transform our timid lives by the power of your Spirit,  

   and fill us with a flaming desire to be your faithful people,  

   doing your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Epistle Reading Romans 12:1-8 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

True Light                                                                                     Keith Hampton  

 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  
 

      The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (8:30, 9:45) 



 

 Rite of Confirmation  

 

 Congregational Response   

We give thanks for all that God has given you 

   and we welcome you in Christian love. 

As members together with you 

   in the body of Christ and in this congregation 

   of The United Methodist Church, 

we renew our covenant faithfully 

   to participate in the ministries of the Church 

   by our prayers, our presence, 

   our gifts, our service, and our witness, 

that in everything God may be glorified 

   through Jesus Christ. 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 404  

Every Time I Feel the Spirit                                                          PENTECOST  

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Choral varié sur le théme Veni Creator, Op. 4                           Maurice Duruflé  

_______________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHERS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation (8:30) 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister (9:45, 11:00) 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 

Lauren Stines, Director of Youth Ministries 
 

LAY READERS 

Chris Teat (8:30), Michele Reich (9:45), Mary Margaret Gressette (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth 

Youth Bell Choir 

Youth Choir 


CRUCIFERS 

Catie Holshouser (8:30), Ansley Cowan (9:45), Robbie Whittle (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Sarah Holshousers and Hayden Plyler (8:30) 

David Cowan and Andrew Cowan (9:45) 

Caroline Peterson and Jackson Willis (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Dean Lowery (8:30), Sadie Scott (9:45), Elizabeth Willis (11:00) 


PENTECOST BANNER CARRIERS 

Javin Smit (8:30), Justin Geisel (9:45), Trent Mulligan (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 

 
WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us. If you’re just 

getting to know us, we are a community that welcomes people from all walks of 

life. Any staff member, usher or church member is glad to answer questions, or 

share directions. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex 

gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby 

of the Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. New 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in 

the Sanctuary narthex and by the Jubilee Hall door. 

 

DISCOVER MYERS PARK Want to learn more about our church family and how 

to get involved? Our Discover Myers Park class shares about the life of the church. 

The next Discover Myers Park is at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, June 12, in the lobby of 

Parish Life Building for coffee, fellowship and conversation. You don’t need to 

sign up in advance, just come and join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 

parker@mpumc.org to learn more. 

 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY This morning we celebrate 70 eighth-grade students 

joining the church through their personal commitment after a yearlong 

Confirmation process. These students have been mentored by 20 adults, taught by 

clergy and laity, served the church through worship and service, and gathered in 

community on a weekly basis. Together as a congregation, we celebrate this 

important step in their faith journey 

 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

 

GENERAL CONFERENCE Please pray for The United Methodist General 

Conference which continues through Friday, May 20, in Portland, Ore., and for the 

delegates from our church, Dr. Howell and Sandy Hieronymus. You can follow the 

news from General Conference at www.GC2016.umc.org and at 

www.myersparkumc.org/GC2016. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of Baptism at 

the 8:30 a.m. service are Ashley Ann LeBlanc and Devin Paul LeBlanc, children of 

Duane and Teresa LeBlanc; Lindsey Peyton Poole, daughter of Lee and Ashley 

Poole; and Davis Dekalb Warren, son of Randy and Sydney Warren. Being 



baptized at the 9:45 a.m. service are Madeline Rose Brenner, daughter of Matthew 

and Chris Brenner; and Brennan Singer, daughter of Marc and Sandra Singer. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of our mothers, Nancy Banner and Dorothy Gressette, by Mary Margaret 

and Tatum Gressette. 

 

WANT TO PROVIDE ALTAR FLOWERS? If you would like to provide altar 

flowers in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact Peg Broughton at 

peg@mpumc.org. Available date: May 29, July 3 and 17. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

YOUNG ADULTS BOOK STUDY All young adults are invited to a weekly book 

study at 7:00 p.m. Sundays in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. The group is 

studying Dr. Howell’s book, What Does The Lord Require? Copies are available. 

Details: Dr. Melanie Dobson at 704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org. 

 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app is 

available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 

DONATE FROM YOUR SMARTPHONE Myers Park United Methodist Church 

now offers a mobile version of our online giving page at www.mpumc.org, making 

it easy for you to give anytime from your smartphone. Scan the image you see here 

each week in the Sunday bulletin using your phone’s Quick Response (QR) code 

reader. 

 



                             

‘CREATION’ CONCERT, SILENT AUCTION 

At 4:00 p.m. this afternoon in Jubilee Hall, join us as The Chancel Choir and 36-

piece orchestra present Haydn’s oratorio, The Creation. It’s a free event, no tickets 

are required. Making the afternoon even more extraordinary, UMAR artists have 

created artwork representing the seven days of creation. They are on display today 

outside Jubilee Hall. You are encouraged to place bids on the artwork for sale, then 

donate the pieces to the church for permanent display. Proceeds will benefit the 

ministry to those with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

 
 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 

LEARN ABOUT PLANNED GIVING Chris McLeod, who is helping educate 

the congregation about the importance of planned giving, will lead a program at 

7:00 p.m. Monday, May 16, in Francis Chapel on How To Make A Difference 

Forever: Strategies For Giving Through Your Estate. Chris will guide us as we 

determine the focus and scope of the charity we are considering supporting; the 

type of gift, and how to make sure our intentions for that gift are honored. Look for 

more about the launch of our planned giving educational initiative. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday is from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each 

Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Fried chicken, party potatoes, 

green beans, rolls, salad, desserts and ice cream. Make reservations at 

HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each 

Tuesday. The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby is open until 

7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

HELP OUR CHURCH LIBRARY Honor a loved one by making a donation to 

buy a book that’s already in the library, in Room 111 in the Parish Life Building. 

Instructions, prices and books on the library wish list are at the main desk in the 

library. Details: Linda Myers at 704-907-0864 or lsmyers@mindspring.com. 

WOMEN’S RETREAT REUNION FRIDAY The women’s retreat will celebrate 

a decade of fellowship, faith development and fun with a 10th anniversary reunion 

at 7:00 p.m. Friday, May 20, in Jubilee Hall. Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served. 

Guests will reminisce as well as look forward to future retreats. Women are 

encouraged to bring a friend and reconnect with retreat sisters, or come and make 

new friends as you make plans to attend the retreat for the first time. RSVP to 

Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org. 



YOUNG ADULTS COOKOUT Young adults ages 20 to 35 are invited to a 

cookout at 1:00 p.m. Sunday, May 22, at Marion Diehl Park, 2219 Tyvola Road, 

shelter No 1. To RSVP and sign up to bring a side dish to share, reach Katherine 

Jones at katherinemjones2@gmail.com. 

TALK ABOUT RACE, YOUTH, FOOTBALL Our churchwide conversation on 

race continues with a unique panel discussion at 4:00 p.m. Sunday, May 22, in 

Jubilee Hall: Myers Park High School football coach Scott Chadwick and players 

Jack Davidson and Jamal Watson will share how they have tackled the barriers of 

race and class to build unity. They’ll be joined by Charlotte magazine editor 

Michael Graff, whose three-part series on the Mustangs team chronicled these 

issues and inspired this program. The latest Cornerstone church newsletter at 

www.myersparkumc.org shares more on the program, and what inspired it. 

PERFORMING ARTS CAMP It’s Cool In The Furnace, a performing arts camp 

for rising Grades 2-8, is August 15-19 at the church. Cost is $200 per student. 

Details: Nancy Hamff at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org. 

 
 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

 

NAPA BREAKFAST PROGRAM Jeff Conway, owner of Napa on Providence 

and the Ruth’s Chris Steak Houses in Charlotte, will share his testimony at a 

breakfast gathering at 7:00 a.m. Wednesday, May 18, at Napa, 110 Perrin Place. A 

weekly Bible study meets at Napa. RSVP to Ryan Blalock at 

ryanblalock@gmail.com. 

 

ADULTS PLUS! Our ministry to ages 55 and over invites all to its next gathering 

at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, May 18, in Room 103 of the Parish Life Building as 

Nara Melknonyan of Project AGAPE in Armenia talks about the ministry’s 

humanitarian work in the Nagorno-Karabagh region. Lunch (chicken tetrazzini) 

follows at noon in Jubilee Hall. For reservations by noon May 17, call 704-376-

5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org. 

 

 

DISCIPLE CLOSING SERVICE A closing service for those who have finished 

a Disciple Bible Study class this year will be at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 25, in 

Francis Chapel. Family, friends and other well-wishers are invited. 

 



PROGRAM ON THE POPE Dr. Howell will talk about Pope Francis at 6:30 

p.m. Wednesday, May 25, at St. Gabriel Catholic Church, 3016 Providence Road. 

The free talk will be in the Ministry Center. Refreshments will be served. Those 

planning to go should RSVP to cesposito@stgabrielchurch.org. 

 

SIGN UP FOR SUMMER FUN DAYS You can register your child for Summer 

Fun Days through May 30. The two weeks of camp are July 11-15 and 18-22 from 

9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for kids in 

Grades K-5. Information packets and registration forms are outside the Children’s 

Ministries offices in the Snyder Building and at www.myersparkumc.org/children. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 

FREEDOM SCHOOL! 

Myers Park United Methodist is celebrating 10 years of Freedom School this 

summer with our Sedgefield Elementary School friends. We invite you to join this 

joyful, enriching summer program for 80 student scholars June 16 to July 27. Here 

are 10 ways to get involved. You’ll find details, and the chance to sign up, at 

www.MPUMCFreedomSchool.org. 

1. Pray. For scholars, their parents, Servant Leader Interns, Freedom School 

staff and the communities where our students live. 

2. Drop Everything And Read. Read with a scholar for at least an hour a 

week. 

3. Chaperone A Field Trip. Your presence is a gift. 

4. Be A Harambee Reader. Read a short book at the morning rally time. 

5. Offer An On-Site Activity. Plan and execute a 45-minute fun activity for 

a class of 10, from crafts to cooking to sports. 

6. Provide Snacks. Provide a healthy afternoon treat. 

7. Treat The Interns. The college students doing the teaching need a treat, 

too. 

8. Appreciate The Interns. Help show gratitude through notes, gift cards, 

even a pizza. 

9. Supplies. Use your shopping skills and gather needed classroom supplies. 

10. Celebrate The Finale. Help set up and serve lunch at the end-of-Freedom 

School celebration July 27 in Jubilee Hall. 

 



 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


