
By Jen Rothacker

You ask church people to whip up some food, you better 
be prepared for a loaves and fishes experience. This year 
has seen the birth of  two food ministries that already are 
soaring. 

The first is the Baking Ministry, inspired by Jen Glasco. 
I met Jen  when she signed up to prepare lunch at the 
Salvation Army Center of  Hope, the shelter for women 
and children. Jen is a Johnson & Wales-trained baker who 
wanted to use her baking skills for the good of  others. 
A few weeks later, the church missions team thought it 
would be lovely to make muffins for the staffs at Sedgefield 
Elementary and Sedgefield Middle schools. Put two and two 
together and you have a Baking Ministry. A simple shout-

out in the Sunday worship bulletin and to a few Sunday 
School classes led to 20 people joining the team. So far, 
they’ve made 160 muffins for educators and 180 cookies for 
Men’s Shelter employees.

The second ministry was the brainchild of  church member 
Martha Abbey. She was so moved by the church making 500 
sandwiches for Crisis Assistance Ministry clients during Lent 
that she asked if  she could lead a similar effort every month. 
On the third Monday of  each month, she and six others 
meet in Jubilee Hall to make ham and turkey sandwiches for 
hungry neighbors.

Both teams still have openings for those wanting to help. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve to sign up.

• Have a college graduate? Send the student’s name, their 
parents’ names, school, details on the degree and future 
plans (grad school, job, military, etc.) if  there are any 
to Director of  Communications Ken Garfield at ken@
mpumc.org. We’ll share the good news in upcoming is-
sues of  the Cornerstone.

• A meeting at 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 10, in Room 104 
of  the Parish Life Building will offer information on the 
mission trip September 17-26 to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Mission-goers will do light construction projects and 
share fellowship at a nursing home, build relationships 
at a teen center, and partner with a United Methodist 
church in the oldest favela (impoverished neighbor-
hood) in Rio. Details: Donna Sheehan at Donna.Shee-
han@wellsfargo.com. 

• The women’s retreat will celebrate fellowship, faith 
development, food and fun with a 10th anniversary re-
union at 7:00 p.m. Friday, May 20, in Jubilee Hall. Heavy 
hors d’oeuvres will be offered. Guests will reminisce 
as well as look forward to future retreats. Women are 
encouraged to bring a friend. RSVP by May 13 to Chris-
tine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• Responding to Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfield’s column on grandparent names, Judy Verross 
shares that she is known as Mawmaw. Judy continues: 
“Once, while Laine was spending the night at our home, 
I was awakened to ‘Mawmaw’ at 4:00 a.m. I ran to her 
and asked what was wrong. She said, ‘Nothing. I just 
wanted to know where you were.’ That is the true mean-
ing of  MawMaw. We now have a three-year-old, Law-
son, who learned from his sister to call me MawMaw.”

COLLEGE GRAD NEWS; RETREAT REUNION

April 13 would have been Jamie 
Kimble’s 35th birthday. Ron and Jan 

Kimble should have been celebrating with 
her over a beautiful 
dinner, laughing 
at the memories 
of  the birthday 
parties when she 
was a kid, roller 
skating or giggling 
with girlfriends at a 
sleepover. Instead, 
they hosted a 
luncheon for 1,000 
people, urging all 
of  us to join their 

campaign against 
domestic violence, in the name of  the 
birthday girl who was shot in the heart.

Jamie Kimble died in 2012 at the hand 
of  an ex-boyfriend with whom she had 
severed ties three months earlier. This man 
– whose name rightfully was not uttered 
at the luncheon – drove 18 hours from 
his home in Kansas City to Tampa, where 
he murdered her, then turned the gun on 
himself.

How do you go on after madness and evil 
take your only child?

Some 3½ years later, the Kimbles have 
given us their answer. You create the Jamie 
Kimble Foundation for Courage, devoting 

A Conversation On Faith
IN JAMIE’S MEMORY

Ken Garfield This photograph of  Jamie Kimble was taken at 
her 31st birthday party. It graced the cover of  the 
luncheon program raising money and awareness for 
the campaign to end domestic violence. Thanks to 

the Kimbles for sharing it.

Continued Inside...

A Staff  Parish Relations Committee update.

As has been shared previously, Dr. 
Howell has been nominated to serve 

as Bishop in The United Methodist Church. 
We will not know 
until the election in 
mid-July whether 
James will continue 
his ministry at 
Myers Park United 
Methodist or depart 
in late summer to 
become bishop.  
Although his 
nomination creates 
some uncertainty 
for our church in 

the coming months, 
we can be comforted by remembering 
God’s presence in this process, and with 
our congregation. Our church is working 
on many exciting initiatives, which will 

continue under the guidance of  our lay and 
clergy leadership.

Our Staff  Parish Relations Committee is 
planning for the possibility of  James’ depar-
ture. The committee is talking with Bishop 
Larry Goodpaster and District Superinten-
dent Sally Langford, and will continue con-
sulting with them in the coming months. 
In addition, the committee has received 
guidance from two consultants with experi-
ence in pastoral leadership transition and 
church succession planning. The commit-
tee is working to assess and articulate the 
characteristics and capabilities needed in a 
future senior pastor. The committee is also 
attentive to James, the other clergy and staff  
as they make contingency plan for the com-
ing months. The committee is identifying a 
group of  lay members to help with transi-
tion efforts if  necessary.

AN UPDATE ON DR. HOWELL’S
NOMINATION TO SERVE AS BISHOP

Continued Inside...

Dr. James C. Howell

What fun, and for a good 
cause: The Children’s 
Circle preschool annual 
Spring Carnival is from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday (April 23) in the 
Parish Life parking lot. 
It moves indoors in bad 
weather (don’t even think 
it). Everyone’s invited – 
especially kiddies, their 
parents and grandparents 
– to enjoy games and 
inflatables, all sorts of  
food, a photo booth, 
even pony rides. Proceeds 
from the day of  fun will 
support several local 
children’s charities.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

TWO NEW MINISTRIES COOKING UP A STORM



The Staff  Parish Relations Committee views these efforts as 
the most responsible way to plan for a future pastoral transi-
tion, whether that occurs this summer or at some time in the 
future. The committee appreciates the 13 years of  service and 
leadership that James and Lisa have given to our church. It is 
a certainty that the congregation would mourn their absence 
from our church family if  he is elected bishop. If  James is not 
elected, the committee will look to him for renewed leadership 
and ministry at Myers Park. Our church family will embrace 
James and Lisa with the love we have always had for them.

If  James is elected as bishop, the selection and appointment of  
an interim or permanent senior minister will be the responsi-
bility of  our Bishop, with advisory input from the Staff  Parish 
Relations Committee.

As part of  the committee’s efforts to plan for a possible transi-
tion, and to offer guidance to the bishop, the committee is 

working to articulate the distinctive culture, characteristics and 
qualities of  this church that we love. The committee welcomes 
input from all members of  the congregation in this effort 
through an online survey. For more about James’ nomination 
and the clergy appointment process, please see the “Frequently 
Asked Questions” at www.myersparkumc.org/transition. 
Printed copies of  both will be at the front desk in the Parish 
Life Building lobby.

The Staff  Parish Relations Committee will continue to com-
municate with the congregation as events unfold. The com-
mittee asks for your support and prayers for our church, for 
James, Lisa and their family, and for our clergy and staff  during 
the coming months.

Staff  Parish Relations Committee members are Dick Carter, Brook 
Frasier, Somer Hammock, David Head, Ron Knape, Beth Malak, Kate 
Maynard (chair), Michelle Vigor, Sydney Warren and Jenny Willard.

Continued From Front Page...

AN UPDATE ON DR. HOWELL’S 
NOMINATION TO SERVE AS BISHOP

A PARK, AND A PILGRIMAGE OF JUSTICE
By Melissa McGill

At the Mexico/U.S. border in Tijuana lies a park – Friend-
ship Park, or El Parque de la Amistad in Spanish. For a few 
hours once a week, families separated by the wall can come 
here to speak to one another through the holes of  a fence. 
On the Mexico side, there’s a plaza and art painted on the 
wall which extends into the Pacific Ocean waves. The U.S. 
side looks more like a prison, guarded by border patrol. Ear-
lier this month, a team of  seven from our church traveled to 
Tijuana and Los Angeles on a “justice pilgrimage.” We heard 
Juan’s story at Casa del Migrante, a ministry helping recent 
deportees put their lives back together. We learned from 
Daniella about the struggles of  undocumented students at 
UCLA. At Homeboy Industries, Miguel shared his history 
with gangs and juvenile detention centers, and how this 
ministry is helping him shape a different, better future for 
his family. As we listened and learned, friendship blossomed 
despite the walls that separate us.

Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa McGill will share 
more about the pilgrimage in the next issue of  Intersection magazine, 
and in videos you’ll be able to find at www.myersparkumc.org.

MAY 22 CONVERSATION: RACE, YOUTH, FOOTBALL
The continuing conversation on race takes a unique turn at 
4:00 p.m. Sunday, May 22, in Jubilee Hall. Myers Park High 
School football coach Scott Chadwick and members of  his 
squad will participate in a conversation on overcoming the 
barriers of  race and class to build a true team.

The congregation is encouraged to take part. The hope is 
that teens and parents involved in Youth Ministries will 
participate. Organizers also hope the community joins the 
conversation, for the program arises from a three-part story 
in Charlotte magazine that commanded the city’s attention. 
The series was entitled Mustang Green: A Season of  Hope in a 
Segregated City. Magazine editor Michael Graff  followed Coach 

Chadwick’s squad through a season of  competition, and the 
angst that comes with establishing trust on a team made up 
of  whites and blacks, rich and poor. Graff  was given tremen-
dous access to the team. He will participate in the conversa-
tion at church, organized by the group of  laity that has been 
addressing these explosive issues in the months after the 
Charleston church murders.

Said church member Ron Knape, who’s involved in this 
effort: “This is seeing race through the eyes of  teen-agers. 
What can we learn from them? How can we live together as 
neighbors, as God’s people?”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Hazel Brant, mother of  Joe Brant, who died on April 1, 2016. 
Harold Franklin “Frank” Owen, husband of  Martha Owen 
and father of  Jennie Livingstone, who died on April 6, 2016. 
Lindsey Summers, mother of  Garrett Summers, who died on 
April 6, 2016. Gerald Robert Baxter, husband of  Rae Baxter and 
father of  Lawrence Baxter, who died on April 7, 2016. Frank 
Harper Avent, father of  Mary Holland and grandfather of  
Henry and William Holland, who died on April 7, 2016. Marie 
Hurlocker Jones, sister of  Martha Bledsoe, aunt of  Mary Martha 
Felkner and great-aunt of  Jack, David and Catherine Felkner, 
who died on April 9, 2016.

Babies
Frederick Maxwell “Max” King, son of  Jessica and Robert King, 
born on March 30, 2016. Elizabeth Victoria “Evie” Skouras, 
daughter of  Hope and Spyros Skouras, granddaughter of  Beth 
Davis, great-granddaughter of  David and Betty Francis and 
niece of  Eric Davis and Elise Halston, born on April 9, 2016.

Weddings
Ann Elliott Cornick and Christopher Barry Cummings, married 
April 9, 2016, at the church.

Rev. Parker Haynes’ first draft of  his account of  the new men’s back-
packing ministry began, “In a world where 10 men braved the bitter cold 
and relentless rain of  the wilderness, only 10 survived…” The Corner-
stone asked him to try again…

The new Men’s Backpacking Ministry adventured out into 
the wilderness of  Stone Mountain State Park in North Caro-
lina’s Alleghany and Wilkes counties for our first weekend trip 
together. With beautiful weather and warm campfires, we 10 
men enjoyed good food and made new friends. Highlights of  
the trip included a hike to the top of  Stone Mountain’s granite 
dome, backcountry camping, visiting a homestead in the park 
from the 19th Century and enjoying the camaraderie of  two 
pups. Our trips are open to all men regardless of  their age, 
outdoors experience and fitness level. The focus is on fellow-
ship. Join us for our next weekend adventure scheduled August 
5-7, the location to be determined. Questions? Reach me at 
704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org. The 10th backpacker, Chad Michael, arrived after this 

group portrait was taken.

TEN MEN BRAVED THE WILDERNESS…

Continued From Front Page...

yourself  to the cause of  keeping others from having to live the 
hell you’ve lived.

I’ve shared the Kimbles’ story before, for they belong to 
Myers Park United Methodist Church. You’ve also likely 
read about them in the newspapers or seen them on the 
TV news, for they’re becoming national leaders in the fight 
against domestic violence. At last week’s luncheon, we offered 
support, financial and otherwise, to the Foundation and its 
work raising awareness. Ron and Jan speak regularly to social 
workers, battered women’s shelter staffers, anyone who needs 
to know the importance of  responding when they think a 
woman is being abused. “Don’t ignore it,” Jan told me before 
the program started. “If  you sense something isn’t right, 
it probably isn’t.” Their efforts intensify on several fronts: 
Teaching young people never to strike or psychologically abuse 
another. Training law enforcement and youth sports coaches 

on what to look for. Working with athletes before their 
temper gets the best of  them. Lobbying for stiffer penalties 
for offenders. Keeping guns out of  the hands of  abusers. 
Enlisting the faith community – our church is already involved 
– in heeding the warning signs, for abuse strikes wealthy 
homes, too.

Ron is Charlotte’s Deputy City Manager. Jan works in 
Human Resources for the Harper Corp. of  America in south 
Charlotte. When their day jobs are done, they turn again to the 
cause, the Foundation offering a small measure of  solace as 
night falls, memories flow and the work goes on.

You can learn more about the Jamie Kimble Foundation for Courage at 
www.jkffc.org. Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about 
church life.

IN JAMIE’S MEMORY...

Families in Mexico speak to relatives in the United States through the 
fence. In pre-9/11 years, the park was open on both borders and allowed 

separated families to spend time together, picnicking by the beach. 



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

April 20, 2016

• END OF LIFE An April series, Tying Up Loose Ends, has 
been exploring end-of-life issues. The final program is 
at 7:00 p.m. Monday, April 25, in Francis Chapel as Rev. 
Bill Roth discusses funerals. No reservations are needed. 
The congregation and community are invited. For child 
care, reach Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or 
smobley@mpumc.org.

• ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD All are welcome to attend 
the Administrative Board dinner meeting, the next one at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 21, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life 
Building.

• CAMP TEKOA WEEKEND The annual Camp Tekoa 
Family Weekend in the N.C. mountains is May 20-22, 
offering families, friends, long-time church members and 
those new to the church a chance to share fellowship,  fun 
activities, worship and more. The deadline to sign up is May 
10. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/children or reach Jenna 
Zello at jenna@mpumc.org.

• PERFORMING ARTS CAMP It’s Cool In The Furnace, a 
performing arts camp for rising Grades 2-8, is August 15-
19 at the church. Cost is $200 per student. Details: Nancy 
Hamff  at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• FREEDOM SCHOOL’S COMING Help celebrate a 
decade of  partnership with Freedom School by reading with 
student scholars, chaperoning field trips, providing snacks 
and more during the summer prtogram June 16 to July 
27. To learn more, reach Ellen Underwood at ecunderw@
bellsouth.net.

• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Registration continues 
for Vacation Bible School, set for June 20-23 for children 
age four through fifth grade. This year’s theme is Surf  
Shack: Catch The Wave Of  God’s Amazing Love. The deadline 
to register a child is April 30. To volunteer, reach Jennifer 
Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com. To learn more, e-mail 
Sarah Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org or visit the Children’s 
Ministries web page at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• COMMUNICATIONS SURVEY Want to offer thoughts 
on how the church shares its news and tells its stories? Take a 
survey on the home page of  www.myersparkumc.org. 

• SUMMER FUN DAYS Registration is also under way through 
May 30 for Summer Fun Days. The two weeks of  fun and 
games are July 11-15 and 18-22 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for kids in Grades 
K-5. Information packets and registration forms are outside the 
Children’s Ministries offices in the Snyder Building and at www.
myersparkumc.org/children.

• ADULTS PLUS! RETREAT A Spiritual Life Retreat is 
October 19-21 at Lake Junaluska. Church member Mark 
Edwards will present Paul: His Letters And The Early Church. For 
program details, cost and more, reach Christine Mull at 704-
295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• LILY PAD HAVEN Lily Pad Haven provides safe houses 
and transitional services for victims of  human trafficking. 
Donations of  paper towels, toilet paper, disinfecting wipes 
and feminine hygiene products are welcome for the ministry 
through Friday, April 22, in the Parish Life lobby bin.

• WEIGH IN ON BUILDINGS The committee looking at 
the future of  the church campus and facilities, and whether to 
renovate existing structures or build something new, welcomes 
the congregation’s feedback and questions. Reach Chair Chan 
Martin at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com.

• STEP, JUMP, LEAP The congregation’s input to reignite 
church efforts in five areas is welcome: Grow In Faith, Radical 
Hospitality, Community Building And Partnerships, Education, 
and Shelter. The project is called Step, Jump, Leap. To share an 
idea or ask a question, reach church member Dave Lank at 
704-909-8152.



Sandra Bobbitt and her son, Reid, were part of  the church team that 
recently returned from a week of  work and fellowship in San Isidro, 
Costa Rica. She shares here their special mission.

Reid and I were excited to go to Costa Rica with the 
mission team. My husband, Wes, went on a number of  
church mission trips to Costa Rica, the first when he was 
in high school. He fell in love with the country and its 
people, and wound up leading several mission teams of  
youth to Costa Rica. Wes passed away last year after a 
four-year struggle with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). He 
was 60 years old. Reid, our daughter, Jennifer Boykin, her 
new husband, Chad, and I agreed that Costa Rica was the 
perfect place to spread some of  their father’s ashes. This 
place meant so much to his life and deep Christian faith.

On the morning of  March 26, our team flew from 
Charlotte to Miami. But we missed our connecting flight 
from there to Costa Rica. We flew back to Charlotte that 
night so we could fly (again) to San Jose, Costa Rica, the 
following Monday morning. Unfortunately, four of  our 
duffel bags ended up in San Jose without us. Wes (actually, 
the envelope with his ashes) happened to be in one of  
those bags. We were told that our duffel bags would in a 
secure area at the San Jose airport until we could get there. 
I choose to think that Wes was looking out for the bags 
until we arrived safely on Monday.

Reid and I spread Wes’ ashes over the ocean on Dominical 
Beach. Within moments, a rainbow appeared, then a 
perfect sunset.

As all who knew Wes at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church can appreciate, he loved an adventure. It’s fitting 
that his last journey to Costa Rica included a missed flight 
and a misplaced duffel bag containing the ashes. It was 
the sort of  unpredictable twist and turn that Wes came to 
appreciate in a lifetime of  serving the Lord on missions, 
and having a wondrous time doing it.

Then there was the rainbow.  As a photographer, Wes was 
always seeking the “good light.”

Sandra and Reid spread Wes’ ashes on the beach in Costa Rica.

The Bobbitts’ Journey
A Special Mission To Costa Rica

A family portrait on Easter Sunday: From left, Chad and Jennifer 
Boykin, Reid, Wes and Sandra Bobbitt.



The Staff  Parish Relations Committee views these efforts as 
the most responsible way to plan for a future pastoral transi-
tion, whether that occurs this summer or at some time in the 
future. The committee appreciates the 13 years of  service and 
leadership that James and Lisa have given to our church. It is 
a certainty that the congregation would mourn their absence 
from our church family if  he is elected bishop. If  James is not 
elected, the committee will look to him for renewed leadership 
and ministry at Myers Park. Our church family will embrace 
James and Lisa with the love we have always had for them.

If  James is elected as bishop, the selection and appointment of  
an interim or permanent senior minister will be the responsi-
bility of  our Bishop, with advisory input from the Staff  Parish 
Relations Committee.

As part of  the committee’s efforts to plan for a possible transi-
tion, and to offer guidance to the bishop, the committee is 

working to articulate the distinctive culture, characteristics and 
qualities of  this church that we love. The committee welcomes 
input from all members of  the congregation in this effort 
through an online survey. For more about James’ nomination 
and the clergy appointment process, please see the “Frequently 
Asked Questions” at www.myersparkumc.org/transition. 
Printed copies of  both will be at the front desk in the Parish 
Life Building lobby.

The Staff  Parish Relations Committee will continue to com-
municate with the congregation as events unfold. The com-
mittee asks for your support and prayers for our church, for 
James, Lisa and their family, and for our clergy and staff  during 
the coming months.

Staff  Parish Relations Committee members are Dick Carter, Brook 
Frasier, Somer Hammock, David Head, Ron Knape, Beth Malak, Kate 
Maynard (chair), Michelle Vigor, Sydney Warren and Jenny Willard.
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woman is being abused. “Don’t ignore it,” Jan told me before 
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another. Training law enforcement and youth sports coaches 

on what to look for. Working with athletes before their 
temper gets the best of  them. Lobbying for stiffer penalties 
for offenders. Keeping guns out of  the hands of  abusers. 
Enlisting the faith community – our church is already involved 
– in heeding the warning signs, for abuse strikes wealthy 
homes, too.

Ron is Charlotte’s Deputy City Manager. Jan works in 
Human Resources for the Harper Corp. of  America in south 
Charlotte. When their day jobs are done, they turn again to the 
cause, the Foundation offering a small measure of  solace as 
night falls, memories flow and the work goes on.

You can learn more about the Jamie Kimble Foundation for Courage at 
www.jkffc.org. Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about 
church life.

IN JAMIE’S MEMORY...

Families in Mexico speak to relatives in the United States through the 
fence. In pre-9/11 years, the park was open on both borders and allowed 

separated families to spend time together, picnicking by the beach. 



By Jen Rothacker

You ask church people to whip up some food, you better 
be prepared for a loaves and fishes experience. This year 
has seen the birth of  two food ministries that already are 
soaring. 

The first is the Baking Ministry, inspired by Jen Glasco. 
I met Jen  when she signed up to prepare lunch at the 
Salvation Army Center of  Hope, the shelter for women 
and children. Jen is a Johnson & Wales-trained baker who 
wanted to use her baking skills for the good of  others. 
A few weeks later, the church missions team thought it 
would be lovely to make muffins for the staffs at Sedgefield 
Elementary and Sedgefield Middle schools. Put two and two 
together and you have a Baking Ministry. A simple shout-

out in the Sunday worship bulletin and to a few Sunday 
School classes led to 20 people joining the team. So far, 
they’ve made 160 muffins for educators and 180 cookies for 
Men’s Shelter employees.

The second ministry was the brainchild of  church member 
Martha Abbey. She was so moved by the church making 500 
sandwiches for Crisis Assistance Ministry clients during Lent 
that she asked if  she could lead a similar effort every month. 
On the third Monday of  each month, she and six others 
meet in Jubilee Hall to make ham and turkey sandwiches for 
hungry neighbors.

Both teams still have openings for those wanting to help. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve to sign up.

• Have a college graduate? Send the student’s name, their 
parents’ names, school, details on the degree and future 
plans (grad school, job, military, etc.) if  there are any 
to Director of  Communications Ken Garfield at ken@
mpumc.org. We’ll share the good news in upcoming is-
sues of  the Cornerstone.

• A meeting at 5:45 p.m. Tuesday, May 10, in Room 104 
of  the Parish Life Building will offer information on the 
mission trip September 17-26 to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
Mission-goers will do light construction projects and 
share fellowship at a nursing home, build relationships 
at a teen center, and partner with a United Methodist 
church in the oldest favela (impoverished neighbor-
hood) in Rio. Details: Donna Sheehan at Donna.Shee-
han@wellsfargo.com. 

• The women’s retreat will celebrate fellowship, faith 
development, food and fun with a 10th anniversary re-
union at 7:00 p.m. Friday, May 20, in Jubilee Hall. Heavy 
hors d’oeuvres will be offered. Guests will reminisce 
as well as look forward to future retreats. Women are 
encouraged to bring a friend. RSVP by May 13 to Chris-
tine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org.

• Responding to Director of  Communications Ken 
Garfield’s column on grandparent names, Judy Verross 
shares that she is known as Mawmaw. Judy continues: 
“Once, while Laine was spending the night at our home, 
I was awakened to ‘Mawmaw’ at 4:00 a.m. I ran to her 
and asked what was wrong. She said, ‘Nothing. I just 
wanted to know where you were.’ That is the true mean-
ing of  MawMaw. We now have a three-year-old, Law-
son, who learned from his sister to call me MawMaw.”

COLLEGE GRAD NEWS; RETREAT REUNION

April 13 would have been Jamie 
Kimble’s 35th birthday. Ron and Jan 

Kimble should have been celebrating with 
her over a beautiful 
dinner, laughing 
at the memories 
of  the birthday 
parties when she 
was a kid, roller 
skating or giggling 
with girlfriends at a 
sleepover. Instead, 
they hosted a 
luncheon for 1,000 
people, urging all 
of  us to join their 

campaign against 
domestic violence, in the name of  the 
birthday girl who was shot in the heart.

Jamie Kimble died in 2012 at the hand 
of  an ex-boyfriend with whom she had 
severed ties three months earlier. This man 
– whose name rightfully was not uttered 
at the luncheon – drove 18 hours from 
his home in Kansas City to Tampa, where 
he murdered her, then turned the gun on 
himself.

How do you go on after madness and evil 
take your only child?

Some 3½ years later, the Kimbles have 
given us their answer. You create the Jamie 
Kimble Foundation for Courage, devoting 

A Conversation On Faith
IN JAMIE’S MEMORY

Ken Garfield This photograph of  Jamie Kimble was taken at 
her 31st birthday party. It graced the cover of  the 
luncheon program raising money and awareness for 
the campaign to end domestic violence. Thanks to 

the Kimbles for sharing it.

Continued Inside...

A Staff  Parish Relations Committee update.

As has been shared previously, Dr. 
Howell has been nominated to serve 

as Bishop in The United Methodist Church. 
We will not know 
until the election in 
mid-July whether 
James will continue 
his ministry at 
Myers Park United 
Methodist or depart 
in late summer to 
become bishop.  
Although his 
nomination creates 
some uncertainty 
for our church in 

the coming months, 
we can be comforted by remembering 
God’s presence in this process, and with 
our congregation. Our church is working 
on many exciting initiatives, which will 

continue under the guidance of  our lay and 
clergy leadership.

Our Staff  Parish Relations Committee is 
planning for the possibility of  James’ depar-
ture. The committee is talking with Bishop 
Larry Goodpaster and District Superinten-
dent Sally Langford, and will continue con-
sulting with them in the coming months. 
In addition, the committee has received 
guidance from two consultants with experi-
ence in pastoral leadership transition and 
church succession planning. The commit-
tee is working to assess and articulate the 
characteristics and capabilities needed in a 
future senior pastor. The committee is also 
attentive to James, the other clergy and staff  
as they make contingency plan for the com-
ing months. The committee is identifying a 
group of  lay members to help with transi-
tion efforts if  necessary.

AN UPDATE ON DR. HOWELL’S
NOMINATION TO SERVE AS BISHOP

Continued Inside...

Dr. James C. Howell

What fun, and for a good 
cause: The Children’s 
Circle preschool annual 
Spring Carnival is from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday (April 23) in the 
Parish Life parking lot. 
It moves indoors in bad 
weather (don’t even think 
it). Everyone’s invited – 
especially kiddies, their 
parents and grandparents 
– to enjoy games and 
inflatables, all sorts of  
food, a photo booth, 
even pony rides. Proceeds 
from the day of  fun will 
support several local 
children’s charities.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

TWO NEW MINISTRIES COOKING UP A STORM




