
The Learning Collaborative in Charlotte is moving soon into its 
new home, thanks, in part, to financial support from Myers 
Park United Methodist Church.
Since 2013, the church has donated $18,000 to the tuition-
free preschool, which helps at-risk families get its children’s 
education off  to a healthy start. Half  of  this year’s Easter 
offering is also going to The Learning Collaborative. The 
support is especially valuable as the nonprofit prepares to 
open this autumn in a renovated shopping center on Sam 
Drenan Road in the Grier Heights community.
The move is a win-win deal: The shopping center, not 
far from church, has long been a magnet for trouble. 
That should change once the growing preschool begins 
welcoming families. Parental involvement is required. In 

addition, the preschool, with the added space, hopes to 
grow from 64 to 90 students.
The Learning Collaborative continues raising money for 
playground and office equipment and other needs. The 
current program is for children age three to five. There’s 
conversation about adding a program for two-year-olds, plus 
a summer camp. Among other large donors: Wells Fargo 
and The Leon Levine Foundation. To learn more, visit www.
tlccharlotte.org or reach Shannon McKnight at 704-377-
8076 (extension 210) or smcknight@tlccharlotte.org.
Each month, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership 
between Myers Park United Methodist Church and a cause worth 
embracing. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve to learn more about 
opportunities to #livedifferently.

• Want to offer thoughts and suggestions on how the 
church shares its news and tells its stories, in print and 
online? Take a brief  communications survey available 
on the home page of  www.myersparkumc.org.

• Church members are welcome to attend meetings of  the 
Administrative Board, learn about church business and 
ask questions. The next meeting is Thursday, April 21, 
in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building, starting with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m., then the business meeting.

• The recent Music To Mission concert in Jubilee Hall of-
fered a spirited evening of  contemporary Christian mu-
sic from the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. As if  that wasn’t 
enough, an offering for Charlotte Family Housing raised 

$2,500 to help people move from homelessness to 
housing. Next year’s concert is March 12, 2017.

• Director of  Communications Ken Garfield’s recent Cor-
nerstone column on grandparent names inspired several 
sweet responses: Robert Lutz says his grandchildren call 
him Opa, German for grandfather. “I was glad it was 
easy for all four of  my grandchildren to say.” Reatha 
Andrew says she called her maternal grandmother Dab-
baw. Grandma Reatha now goes by Mimi. And remind-
ing us that every name and nickname for a grandparent 
is precious, Joyce Allen says she’s good old Grandma 
Joyce. Works for us.

TAKE THE COMMUNICATIONS SURVEY, 
ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEETINGS

By Ken Garfield

We all have a gift to share. It’s just that 
Ellen Erickson’s is sweeter than most.

If  you’ve given blood at church, or know 
someone who has, you’ve probably heard 
about the cinnamon buns they hand out to 
replenish energy levels. It’s all the talk before 
and after the blood drive, how yummy those 
sweet, gooey things are. Blood drive volun-
teer Debbie White says she knows of  at least 
four people who give blood just to get one. 

We have Ellen to thank for that – longtime 
church member, retired speech pathologist, 
piano teacher and new grandmother (Jack 
Thach is the precious one’s name) who’s 
been baking up these beauties for 20 years. 

I write obituaries, and almost always the 
family and loved ones unite to celebrate 

the life of  the dear soul who died.

Almost is the 
operative word.

I finished an 
obituary not long 
ago for a woman 
whose husband had 
just passed away. 
He lived a good, 
long life, and I did 
my best to reflect 
the richness of  

his years. The next 
morning, I opened the paper and nearly 
spilled my coffee: There was a different 
obituary for the same fellow, this one 
written by other members of  his family.  
It made mention of  a second memorial 
service for the fellow – a service that was 
not mentioned in the obit I wrote because 
I wasn’t told about it. And this second obit, 
much longer and written in a considerably 
different style, recommended that memorial 
gifts go to a different ministry than the 
ones listed in the piece I wrote.

Dueling obits. It was a first for me, though 
the paper tells me they get two obits on 
the same person from time to time. All 
the paper does is call the funeral home or 
crematory to confirm that the person has 
indeed died. Beyond that, whatever story is 
behind two obits for one deceased person is 
none of  their business apparently.

I know what’s often behind it, as it was 
in this case. For reasons we don’t need 
to dwell on here, the family couldn’t find 
common ground in life. What makes us 
think they could find it in death, or at least 
agree on one service to say good-bye?

At one point in trying to get to the bottom 
of  all this, someone mentioned to me the 
possibility of  splitting the ashes in two.

I’ll give you a moment to let that sink in 
before encouraging your family to make 
peace before the hearse pulls up.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. As part of  the Tying Up Loose 
Ends series (details inside the Cornerstone), 
he’ll lead a workshop on obituaries at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, April 18, in Francis Chapel.

A Conversation On Faith
ONE MAN, TWO OBITUARIES

Ken Garfield

I GAVE BLOOD. NOW CAN I PLEASE
HAVE MY CINNAMON BUN?

THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION

The church’s lay leaders and clergy thank all who participated in our recent 
conversations about same gender marriage at Myers Park United Methodist 

Church. We deeply appreciate the heartfelt, diverse feedback that we received and the 
love and respect with which it was offered. Video of  Dr. Howell’s presentation on The 
Bible, Homosexuality And Marriage is available on the church’s website –  
www.myersparkumc.org/homosexuality – and on its YouTube channel.

Continued Inside...

“It makes people happy. 
That’s the joy of  it all.”
• Ellen Erickson 

The 22nd annual Friends 
Of  UMAR luncheon is 
at noon Tuesday, April 
19, at Providence United 
Methodist Church, 2810 
Providence Road. Artwork 
created by UMAR artists 
will be for sale starting at 
11:00 a.m. The luncheon 
raises money to support 
the ministry’s work with 
adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 
To RSVP, reach Cameron 
Hunter at 704-659-7624 or 
CameronH@UMARinfo.
com. UMAR holds an arts 
class weekdays in the Youth 
Building. To learn more, 
visit www.umarinfo.com.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

HELPING THE LEARNING COLLABORATIVE GROW



In this season stained by the tragedy of  terrorism and ugliness 
of  presidential politics, Easter was a godsend. We sang Thine 
Be the Glory in worship, and filled the cross on the church lawn 
with flowers as young bagpiper Liam Broughton provided 
stirring accompaniment. The gray skies added to the solem-
nity. Then we went home (or out) to share a meal and fellow-
ship with loved ones we don’t see often enough. The little 
ones searched for Easter eggs. The oldest ones among us sat 
and watched, savoring each passing moment. On the day we 
affirmed the resurrection, we embraced the hope that defines 
our faith, and emboldens us to make peace in a not-so-peace-
ful world.

• More than 3,200 people celebrated Easter Sunday at Myers 
Park United Methodist. That included 125 who gathered at 
the sunrise service.

• All of  Holy Week was rich in attendance: 1,567 at Palm 
Sunday services, 334 for Maundy Thursday and 376 for 
Good Friday.

• The Easter offering totaled $34,000 – divided between The 
Learning Collaborative, a tuition-free preschool in Charlotte 
(see Ministry In The Spotlight elsewhere in the Cornerstone) and 
refurbishing a nursing home in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

• Some 70 singers and other artists helped fill the church 
with beautiful music on Easter Sunday.

• The Sunday shuttle bus service that runs each week 
between the church and Myers Park Traditional School 
ferried 233 worshipers to and from Easter worship.

Snapshots from Easter 
morning at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church, including 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. 

Photos by Ken Garfield and 
from Instagram.

Ellen says that when she lived in South Dakota, she became 
enthralled by the German descendants who could warm the 
winter air with baked goods. “I wanted to know how they do 
it.” She long ago figured it out, and her cinnamon buns have 
become expressions of  love, not to mention edible art piled 
high on her piano, waiting for delivery. She’ll deliver 40 or so 
to each blood drive, baked fresh early that morning. She’ll also 
bring a batch to a sick neighbor, friend in need or someone 
else who needs something that says “I’m thinking about you.” 

That’s what Ellen’s saying when she brings her cinnamon buns 
to the Youth Building Gym, still warm, to share with those 
who have come to share a gift of  a different kind.

The next blood drive is 7:30 a.m. to noon Sunday, April 17, in the 
Youth Building Gym. Walk-ins are welcome, though appointments are 
recommended – reserve a time from 9:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, 
April 10, in the Parish Life lobby or call 704-295-4818. And yes, you 
can have a cinnamon bun.

Continued From Front Page...

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Wilma Knight Day, mother of  John Day, who died on 
September 9, 2015. Virginia Pitzer Sanders, mother of  Rob 
Sanders and grandmother of  Pam Nachnani and David 
Sanders, who died on March 23, 2016. Corinne Jones Eubanks, 
mother of  Tom Eubanks, grandmother of  Clinton Eubanks, 
Ashley Harrison, Sally Brown and Meg Eubanks and great-

grandmother of  Thomas and Porter Eubanks, Ellie and 
Katherine Harrison and Molly, Banks and Annie Brown, who 
died on March 24, 2016.

Babies
Joseph David Chavez, son of  Eva and David Chavez, brother of  
Matthew Chavez and grandson of  Carmen and Jose Rivera, 
born on March 23, 2016.

EASTER, 2016

Thanks To Jubilee Plus!
HAVE MOTORBIKE, WILL TRAVEL (FOR CHRIST)

Our missions partner, Rev. Sam Om, and his new motorbike, purchased through the Jubilee Plus! fund for outreach and scholrships. 
The second shot (right) shows why he needed it to do God’s work in Cambodia.

A gift of  $2,100 from the church’s Jubilee Plus! fund allowed United 
Methodist missionary Rev. Sam Om to buy a motorbike, all the better 
to share God’s love in Cambodia. We’ll let our long-time friend explain. 
Jubilee Plus! funds go to local and world outreach and scholarships. To 
learn more, and to give, visit www.myersparkumc.org/give.

“We live in Phnom Penh. I am sending you some pictures that 
speak a hundred words. Traffic in Phnom Penh is chaotic. First 
they don’t have enough traffic lights, if  there are any. People 
seem not to care about it. There is congestion at every cross-

road. Worse, people often ride or drive in the wrong direc-
tion. The reason I asked for motorbike is because it’s easy to 
squeeze through the congestion. People ride on the sidewalk, 
the curb. If  you drive a car, you can move only when the traf-
fic moves. I use the motorbike only to go to work. It’s faster, 
and better on gas, which is close to $3 a gallon. Besides going 
out of  town to teach church leaders, I teach three classes – 
theology, computer and music for our Methodist Bible school. 
Thanks, and please pray for us. Shalom. Sam.”

I GAVE BLOOD. NOW WHERE’S MY BUN?



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

April 6, 2016
• END OF LIFE An April series, Tying Up Loose Ends, is 

exploring end-of-life issues. The programs are Mondays 
at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. On April 11, Dr. Melanie 
Dobson looks at aging and spirituality. On April 18, Director 
of  Communications Ken Garfield talks about obituaries. 
On April 25, Rev. Bill Roth discusses funerals. Also, from 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. April 11 in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building, Marilyn Morenz will help fill out and notarize 
advanced directives. To make an appointment, reach Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.
org. No reservations are needed for the weekly sessions. The 
congregation and community are invited. For child care, call 
704-295-4836 or e-mail smobley@mpumc.org.

• COMMUNICATIONS SURVEY Want to offer thoughts 
on how the church shares its news and tells its stories? Take 
a survey on the home page of  www.myersparkumc.org.

• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Registration has begun 
for Vacation Bible School, set for June 20-23 for age 
four through fifth grade. This year’s theme is Surf  Shack: 
Catch The Wave Of  God’s Amazing Love. The deadline to 
register a child is April 30. To volunteer, reach Jennifer 
Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com. To learn more, e-mail 
Sarah Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org or visit the Children’s 
Ministries web page at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• SUMMER FUN DAYS Registration is also under way 
through May 30 for Summer Fun Days. The two weeks of  
fun and games are July 11-15 and 18-22 from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
kids in Grades K-5. Information packets and registration 
forms are outside the Children’s Ministries offices in the 
Snyder Building and at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• NEW CLASS FOR YOUNG COUPLES A Sunday 
School class for young families and couples (20s and 30s) 
– the Agape class – began at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, April 3, 
in Room 262 upstairs in the Youth Building. The goal is 
to encourage spiritual growth as a couple. The first study 
explores Love to Stay: Sex, Grace, and Commitment by Adam 
Hamilton. A class picnic is set for 4:00 p.m. Saturday, April 
9, in Latta Park. For more, e-mail lindsaycannadystewart@
gmail.com.

• GOSPEL OF MARK The Ownbey Sunday School invites 
all to a four-week study of  the Gospel of  Mark at 9:45 a.m. 
Sundays in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. Together, the 
class is exploring Hearing Mark – A Listener’s Guide by Elizabeth 
Struthers Malbon. Details: Reatha Andrew at aftermath@
mailstation.com.

• ADULTS PLUS! PROGRAM The ministry to ages 55 and 
over welcomes everyone to its next gathering at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 20, in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building 
as Rev. Bill Roth explores Learning To Pray Without Ceasing. 
Lunch (meat loaf  and more) follows in Jubilee Hall. To make a 
$5 lunch reservation, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail 
cmull@mpumc.org by noon April 19.

• ADULTS PLUS! RETREAT A Spiritual Life Retreat is 
planned for October 19-21 at Lake Junaluska. Church member 
Mark Edwards will present Paul: His Letters And The Early 
Church. For details,  reach Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or 
cmull@mpumc.org.

• SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool annual 
Spring Carnival is 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 23, in the 
Parish Life parking lot (indoors if  it rains). Featured will be 
face-painting, inflatables, giant slide, balloon man, pie-throwing 
contest for children, plenty of  food for sale and more. To get 
involved, reach Jennifer Baker Whitworth at 704-574-6516 or 
Jennifer.whitworth@merck.com.

• CHOIR CONCERT The Choir of  Saint Thomas Church 
Fifth Avenue in New York will perform at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 19, at First United Methodist, 501 N. Tryon St. in uptown 
Charlotte. Tickets at $25 are at www.CarolinaTix.org. Myers 
Park United Methodist is cosponsor.

• WORK IN THE GARDENS The church garden beside the 
Parish Life Building needs composting and tilling from 9:00 
a.m. to noon Saturday, April 9. Charlotte Green, a collection of  
six urban gardens, needs teams for Plant Day on Saturday, April 
16. Sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/serve.

• LILY PAD HAVEN Lily Pad Haven provides safe houses and 
services for victims of  human trafficking. Donations of  paper 
towels, toilet paper, disinfecting wipes and feminine hygiene 
products are welcome through Friday, April 22, in the Parish 

Life lobby bin.

• ARMENIA MISSION DEADLINE 
April 10 is the deadline to sign up for the 
mission trip to Armenia July 17-29. Details: 
Jack Hankins at 704-941-0691 or jchankins24@
gmail.com.



By Christine Mull

I recently participated in Just Listening, a small-group 
Lenten study led by pastors Melanie Dobson and Nathan 

Arledge. Early in our five-week 
journey together, we reviewed 
chapters from A Mile in My Shoes 
by Trevor Hudson. His book helps 
us engage in three components of  
pilgrimage: Encounter, reflection and 
transformation.  

The book was awesome, and I’ll 
return to it to cultivate a life of  
more compassionate listening. But 
it took a visit to McCreesh Place 

apartments in NoDa to open my 
eyes and heart to the transformative power of  listening. 
So often I sit at home feeling sorry for myself, lonesome, 
taking for granted all the opportunities I have to step 
into community. But here were men who had slept under 
bridges, gone hungry, fought the devils of  addiction 
and mental or physical illness before finally ending up at 
McCreesh Place.

Here in apartments not as large as most of  our church 
offices, these men have found a daily peace, a contentment 
I struggle to find. Life doesn’t usually turn out the way we 
hoped it would. But where these men are is better than 
where they’ve been. While I throw my hands in the air 
because it’s easier to give up than to give thanks and keep 
plugging away, these guys work each day to maintain that 

second chance they’ve been given to create a new family 
together. To live purposefully. To re-enter a world that 
tossed them aside years ago.

From his motorized wheelchair, Darryl told us that after 
years of  one addiction turning into another, a doctor 
told him he had two choices – detox or early death. Says 

Darryl: “I had been around long 
enough to realize I ain’t been around 
long enough.”

Myself, I’m coming to realize that 
I’ve been around long enough 
without fully living, that the 
addiction I have for myself  has 
kept me from experiencing the 
community I’ve been seeking. If  I 
quit throwing my hands up to block 

my ears, I might hear the stories of  others around me, 
and come to know that second chances come through the 
practice of  compassionate listening.

Church staffer Christine Mull works in Faith Formation. 
Interested in the next “Just Listening” opportunity? Reach Rev. 
Nathan Arledge at 704-295-4816 or nathan@mpumc.org or 
Dr. Melanie Dobson at 704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.
org. McCreesh Place is home to 90 formerly homeless men. A 
$15,000 grant from our church’s Wesley Foundation helped pay 
for new cabinets and appliances for eight resident kitchens and one 
staff  kitchen. To learn more about McCreesh Place, visit www.
supportivehousingcommunities.org.

caption

Hearing Other People’s Stories
‘I’ve Been Around Long Enough 

Without Fully Living’

Christine Mull

Darryl



In this season stained by the tragedy of  terrorism and ugliness 
of  presidential politics, Easter was a godsend. We sang Thine 
Be the Glory in worship, and filled the cross on the church lawn 
with flowers as young bagpiper Liam Broughton provided 
stirring accompaniment. The gray skies added to the solem-
nity. Then we went home (or out) to share a meal and fellow-
ship with loved ones we don’t see often enough. The little 
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and watched, savoring each passing moment. On the day we 
affirmed the resurrection, we embraced the hope that defines 
our faith, and emboldens us to make peace in a not-so-peace-
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• More than 3,200 people celebrated Easter Sunday at Myers 
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the sunrise service.
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it.” She long ago figured it out, and her cinnamon buns have 
become expressions of  love, not to mention edible art piled 
high on her piano, waiting for delivery. She’ll deliver 40 or so 
to each blood drive, baked fresh early that morning. She’ll also 
bring a batch to a sick neighbor, friend in need or someone 
else who needs something that says “I’m thinking about you.” 

That’s what Ellen’s saying when she brings her cinnamon buns 
to the Youth Building Gym, still warm, to share with those 
who have come to share a gift of  a different kind.
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The Learning Collaborative in Charlotte is moving soon into its 
new home, thanks, in part, to financial support from Myers 
Park United Methodist Church.
Since 2013, the church has donated $18,000 to the tuition-
free preschool, which helps at-risk families get its children’s 
education off  to a healthy start. Half  of  this year’s Easter 
offering is also going to The Learning Collaborative. The 
support is especially valuable as the nonprofit prepares to 
open this autumn in a renovated shopping center on Sam 
Drenan Road in the Grier Heights community.
The move is a win-win deal: The shopping center, not 
far from church, has long been a magnet for trouble. 
That should change once the growing preschool begins 
welcoming families. Parental involvement is required. In 

addition, the preschool, with the added space, hopes to 
grow from 64 to 90 students.
The Learning Collaborative continues raising money for 
playground and office equipment and other needs. The 
current program is for children age three to five. There’s 
conversation about adding a program for two-year-olds, plus 
a summer camp. Among other large donors: Wells Fargo 
and The Leon Levine Foundation. To learn more, visit www.
tlccharlotte.org or reach Shannon McKnight at 704-377-
8076 (extension 210) or smcknight@tlccharlotte.org.
Each month, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership 
between Myers Park United Methodist Church and a cause worth 
embracing. Visit www.myersparkumc.org/serve to learn more about 
opportunities to #livedifferently.

• Want to offer thoughts and suggestions on how the 
church shares its news and tells its stories, in print and 
online? Take a brief  communications survey available 
on the home page of  www.myersparkumc.org.

• Church members are welcome to attend meetings of  the 
Administrative Board, learn about church business and 
ask questions. The next meeting is Thursday, April 21, 
in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building, starting with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m., then the business meeting.

• The recent Music To Mission concert in Jubilee Hall of-
fered a spirited evening of  contemporary Christian mu-
sic from the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. As if  that wasn’t 
enough, an offering for Charlotte Family Housing raised 

$2,500 to help people move from homelessness to 
housing. Next year’s concert is March 12, 2017.

• Director of  Communications Ken Garfield’s recent Cor-
nerstone column on grandparent names inspired several 
sweet responses: Robert Lutz says his grandchildren call 
him Opa, German for grandfather. “I was glad it was 
easy for all four of  my grandchildren to say.” Reatha 
Andrew says she called her maternal grandmother Dab-
baw. Grandma Reatha now goes by Mimi. And remind-
ing us that every name and nickname for a grandparent 
is precious, Joyce Allen says she’s good old Grandma 
Joyce. Works for us.
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By Ken Garfield

We all have a gift to share. It’s just that 
Ellen Erickson’s is sweeter than most.

If  you’ve given blood at church, or know 
someone who has, you’ve probably heard 
about the cinnamon buns they hand out to 
replenish energy levels. It’s all the talk before 
and after the blood drive, how yummy those 
sweet, gooey things are. Blood drive volun-
teer Debbie White says she knows of  at least 
four people who give blood just to get one. 

We have Ellen to thank for that – longtime 
church member, retired speech pathologist, 
piano teacher and new grandmother (Jack 
Thach is the precious one’s name) who’s 
been baking up these beauties for 20 years. 

I write obituaries, and almost always the 
family and loved ones unite to celebrate 

the life of  the dear soul who died.

Almost is the 
operative word.

I finished an 
obituary not long 
ago for a woman 
whose husband had 
just passed away. 
He lived a good, 
long life, and I did 
my best to reflect 
the richness of  

his years. The next 
morning, I opened the paper and nearly 
spilled my coffee: There was a different 
obituary for the same fellow, this one 
written by other members of  his family.  
It made mention of  a second memorial 
service for the fellow – a service that was 
not mentioned in the obit I wrote because 
I wasn’t told about it. And this second obit, 
much longer and written in a considerably 
different style, recommended that memorial 
gifts go to a different ministry than the 
ones listed in the piece I wrote.

Dueling obits. It was a first for me, though 
the paper tells me they get two obits on 
the same person from time to time. All 
the paper does is call the funeral home or 
crematory to confirm that the person has 
indeed died. Beyond that, whatever story is 
behind two obits for one deceased person is 
none of  their business apparently.

I know what’s often behind it, as it was 
in this case. For reasons we don’t need 
to dwell on here, the family couldn’t find 
common ground in life. What makes us 
think they could find it in death, or at least 
agree on one service to say good-bye?

At one point in trying to get to the bottom 
of  all this, someone mentioned to me the 
possibility of  splitting the ashes in two.

I’ll give you a moment to let that sink in 
before encouraging your family to make 
peace before the hearse pulls up.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. As part of  the Tying Up Loose 
Ends series (details inside the Cornerstone), 
he’ll lead a workshop on obituaries at 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, April 18, in Francis Chapel.

A Conversation On Faith
ONE MAN, TWO OBITUARIES

Ken Garfield

I GAVE BLOOD. NOW CAN I PLEASE
HAVE MY CINNAMON BUN?

THANK YOU TO THE CONGREGATION

The church’s lay leaders and clergy thank all who participated in our recent 
conversations about same gender marriage at Myers Park United Methodist 

Church. We deeply appreciate the heartfelt, diverse feedback that we received and the 
love and respect with which it was offered. Video of  Dr. Howell’s presentation on The 
Bible, Homosexuality And Marriage is available on the church’s website –  
www.myersparkumc.org/homosexuality – and on its YouTube channel.

Continued Inside...

“It makes people happy. 
That’s the joy of  it all.”
• Ellen Erickson 

The 22nd annual Friends 
Of  UMAR luncheon is 
at noon Tuesday, April 
19, at Providence United 
Methodist Church, 2810 
Providence Road. Artwork 
created by UMAR artists 
will be for sale starting at 
11:00 a.m. The luncheon 
raises money to support 
the ministry’s work with 
adults with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. 
To RSVP, reach Cameron 
Hunter at 704-659-7624 or 
CameronH@UMARinfo.
com. UMAR holds an arts 
class weekdays in the Youth 
Building. To learn more, 
visit www.umarinfo.com.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

HELPING THE LEARNING COLLABORATIVE GROW




