A message from the senior pastor

Abou t the COVER

When Margaret Thames

showed me the photograph of
her grandson, Will, with Stevie
Wonder one day in the church
work room, I knew it needed
to grace the cover of Intersection magazine. What a vivid,
surprising picture – two musicians sharing a few moments
backstage, finding common
ground not just in their blindEngaging us on Sunday morning. Photo by Albert Dulin.

W

hen Lisa and I got engaged 31 years ago, we made a commitment to
stick together, and to start planning and doing things together. God
is looking for a kind of real engagement with us. We get off the sidelines, we
declare ourselves, we start doing things with and for God. The result isn’t a less
guilty conscience or resume padding. The fruit of engagement is joy. Our senior
leadership team established engagement as our main theme this past year.
Our goal is that each person discover not one but two ministries: Something
you do inside the church (usher, sing in the choir, teach Sunday School) and
also something you do out there (tutor at Sedgefield Elementary School, stay
overnight at Elizabeth House, mentor a family in transition). We are called
to both, just as Lisa and I had business with each other, but also with others
beyond ourselves. Be part of this marvelous labor that is our church’s mission in
2016. Get engaged. You’ll feel the joy.

ness but in the melodies that
enrich their lives, and ours.
Turn inside to read about
Will and Little Stevie Wonder.
That’s what Will, something of a
Motown historian, calls his new
friend. There’s more good stuff:
Annabelle Suddreth’s call to
engage us at Myers Park United
Methodist. Bonnie Gunter’s
Lenten labor of love. Several
stories celebrating the power
of music in our lives, including
young bagpiper Liam Broughton. Our lives are lifted up
when we share stories like the
ones you’ll find inside. What’s
that Little Steve Wonder song?

Dr. James C. Howell
Senior Pastor

Higher Ground. – Director of
Communications Ken Garfield
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A couple of gifted musicians, and friends, Stevie and Will. Photos contributed by the Thames family.

Stevie &Will

The moment was arranged by California-based Do It
For The Love Foundation, which grants live concert music
wishes to people with life-threatening illnesses, wounded
hen you think about it, Stevie Wonder and Will
veterans and kids facing various challenges. Will’s 15
Thames have a lot in common. They both play
minutes with Stevie came backstage after his November
keyboards. They both have risen above their blindness
concert at Time Warner Cable Arena. Will asked Stevie
to make music, and to inspire us to hear the music – a
how he got his start with Motown (record label founder
legend, and a 14-year-old son of Myers Park United
Berry Gordy famously signed him to a contract at age 11).
Methodist who appreciates
They talked about Stevie’s
the comparison.
music, and Will’s love of jazz.
“The smile on my face said it all.”
“I feel like we’re both sort
Sir Duke, the ode to Duke Elof similar in the way we do
lington, is Will’s favorite Ste— W ill T h am e s
things,” Will says. “Stevie’s
vie Wonder song. They posed
probably just like me.”
for pictures. Will floated all
Will’s hard to miss around here, with his cool shades
the way home.
and constant smile. He’s the son of David and Katie
“Man oh man,” Will said. “It seemed like he was
Thames and the grandson of Larry and Margaret Thames.
excited to see me. He was so ready to talk to me. I stayed
He used to be a H.O.T. Wednesday regular, until he startup late that night, I’ll tell you that.” And the photo on the
ed eating Wednesday night supper with his grandparents
cover of Intersection? “The smile on my face said it all.”
at Sharon Towers. He’s in the eighth grade at Alexander
There is no handicap here. Rather, there is a special
Graham Middle School. As soon as he’s finished with
young man who feels the music. He has perfect pitch,
school, he plans to be a jazz pianist, radio broadcaster or
dreams that allow him to see clearly a future in music,
maybe both. Once you’re in his cheerful presence, you apand chutzpah. Stevie Wonder’s new friend definitely has
preciate that he never considered his blindness any kind of
chutzpah.
barrier, but rather something he learned to live with.
“Stevie’s famous,” Will said. “I’ll be eventually famous
OK, so what about these photos of Stevie and Will?
someday.”
Story by Ken Garfield

W
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mat t daniels, innkeeper

Matt Daniels,
innkeeper
Story by Jen Rothacker

Another night at Room In The Inn, as church member Matt Daniels prepares to send his flock on their way to a house
of worship for a night of warmth. Photos contributed by Urban Ministry Center.
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mat t daniels, innkeeper

I

t’s a frigid Saturday afternoon, the sort of day when even the
walk from the car to the front door is biting. Matt Daniels
pulls up to the Urban Ministry Center near uptown Charlotte
and gets out of his Toyota. No rushing indoors for him – the
needs come racing at him.
Matt, I need my ID and they told me it’s inside. Can you get it to me?
Hey, how many beds you got tonight? I got here early. I don’t want to
be told to go somewhere else.
What time you opening tonight?

THE DANIELS FAMILY
Matt and Katherine Daniels and their
family joined Myers Park United Methodist
Church in 2005. Katherine teaches at The
Children’s Circle church preschool. They
belong to the Samaritan Sunday School
class. They have two children – Nelson, 9,
and Steele, 7.

Matt is the Innkeeper for Room In The Inn, the ministry
that places homeless people at houses of worship, schools and
YMCAs for an evening of shelter and food during winter. Myers
Park United Methodist was a charter member when Room in
the Inn was started 20 years ago in Charlotte. Our church hosts
Thursday and Friday nights from December through March in
the Youth Building.
For many of us at Myers Park United Methodist, Room In The
Inn is a lovely way to serve. But for Matt, a church member since
2005, Room In The Inn has fulfilled something much deeper.

A Taste Of Tough Times

WORDS TO LIVE BY
Luke 14:12-14: Then Jesus said to his
host, “When you give a luncheon or
dinner, do not invite your friends, your
brothers or sisters, your relatives, or
your rich neighbors; if you do, they may

A Wofford graduate, Matt always managed to get a good job,
from selling and brokering corporate benefits to upgrading Carolina HealthCare’s computer system. But it’s been a bumpy career
path. The 2008 economic downturn hit hard when a business investment didn’t take off as expected. An office he helped open for
another company saw its own financial difficulties and went out
of business. Matt later took a campaign position with the United
Way that had long-term promise, but fizzled when the overall
campaign struggled. Most recently, he was Executive Director for
World of God. As much as he loved the job, it was only part time.

invite you back and so you will be repaid.
But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,
and you will be blessed. Although they
cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the
resurrection of the righteous.”

Continued on next page

5

mat t daniels, innkeeper

Matt Daniels ...
Continued from previous page
When the Room In The Inn job opened at Urban Ministry
last summer, the fit and timing were perfect. He’d been volunteering there for a couple of years. “Here,” he
says, “I’m so needed. It’s been this amazing
fit with all my previous work experience.”
It’s been an amazing fit for Urban Ministry, too: Matt last month was named Rookie
of the Year during a staff awards banquet.
“He’s had to run from Day One,” said
MATT
co-worker Trish Fries, data and digital
communications manager. “We’ve implemented all these new
things because of Matt…I was really pulling for him (to win the
award).”

Pressing Needs

On this Saturday evening, a bitter cold front has moved in.
Dozens of neighbors mill around outside Urban Ministry Cen-

6

ter, waiting for the doors to open at 4:30 p.m. for guests to get
their Room In The Inn placement.
Matt runs a numbers game each evening. Tonight, he has
225 beds at 20 churches. Tomorrow night, he only has 90 beds.
Sundays are the thinnest days. There’s a pecking order: Women
and children first, then single women, then single men. The more
nights you stay at Room In The Inn, the farther down in the
pecking order you go.
Tonight, there’s a tricky situation to navigate: A blind man
and a deaf woman are a couple. They need to stick together.
But not every church takes women and men. Some may not be
equipped to deal with their special needs. To make it tougher, the
couple has requested where they’d like to be placed.
It doesn’t work like that, so Matt has to have a difficult conversation. The couple eventually get on a shuttle and head out to a church.

The Joy Of Hospitalit y

Get Matt talking about Room In The Inn, and this jovial guy
will share the nitty gritty in gleeful detail. He loves what he does.
And he’s found that many who find shelter there love the Room
In The Inn experience. There’s a desperately needed warmth and

mat t daniels, innkeeper
Far left, getting ready for Room In The Inn in the
Youth Building at Myers Park United Methodist
Church. At left, the winter’s scene outside Urban Ministry Center near uptown Charlotte.

ROOM IN THE INN
Urban Ministry Center started Room
In The Inn in 1996, offering shelter, meals
and fellowship
to the homeless
from December
1 to March 31.
This winter, Myers
Park United Methodist and 140 other
houses of worship, schools and others
are participating. During the winter of
2015, Room In The Inn provided 17,191
overnight accommodations to 1,402
hospitality for people going through hard times.
Even kids can flourish, although Matt admits he does everything he can to try to find a family a more permanent placement
than Room In The Inn. With church assignments changing
every day, it’s nearly impossible to get kids to school.
Recently, Matt received a note from a school counselor. It’s the
sort of note that can make a day, make a life really:
Susan came in a couple of weeks ago and was thrilled to share that
she stayed at my church and told me all about the people, food and
fellowship…Most days, she has more positive energy than she did at
the beginning of the school year. Her teachers are baffled at how happy
Susan is now, given her circumstances.
The heavy burden of not knowing when she will lose her home is
gone. Her home is gone. I am uncertain when they will have another
place to call home. I am certain that our faith community is wrapping
their arms around Susan and her family.
Thank you, Urban Ministry Center.

people. To participate, reach Matt Daniels
at innkeeper@urbanministrycenter.org.

A BIBLE VERSE TO LIVE BY
The words to Jeremiah 29:11 are
posted on the Daniels refrigerator at
home: “For I know the plans I have for
you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for
good and not for disaster, to give you a
future and a hope.”

Jen Rothacker is our new Local Missions Coordinator. To talk about
serving, reach her at 704-295-4820 or jen@mpumc.org.
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new Director of Volunteer Engagement

three questions for

Annabelle

Annabelle Suddreth is the church’s new
Director of Volunteer Engagement, helping
people discover where and how to serve as
God’s hands. Intersection asked her to answer
these three questions.

Q

I’m a Christian. I go to church
most Sundays. What does it
matter if I volunteer?

A

For me, going to church on
Sundays is like putting gas in our
cars. The message, songs and people we
experience fuel us for the week ahead.
Just as we don’t leave our cars at the gas
station once we refuel, I believe we are
called to apply what we’ve learned to our
everyday lives. Serving in our homes, at
our jobs, throughout our community and
inside our church allows us to be Christ
to others. We have a responsibility to help.
But what I’ve discovered is that those of us
who serve wind up being the ones blessed
by the interaction. By the way, I hope to
find a better word than “volunteer” because
what I envision for our church are mutually beneficial relationships, where both
gain. If anyone has a better word, I’d love
to hear from them.

Q
A
Annabelle Suddreth. To talk about serving, you can reach her at 704-2954810 or annabelle@mpumc.org. Photo by Bill Walton.
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How are you going to inspire
our congregation to serve?

I’m driven by the belief that God
blesses each of us with unique gifts,
passions and experiences that He wants
us to use to help others. If we don’t share
His gifts, they will be wasted. I also believe
God puts an empty space in each of our
hearts that drives us to service. There are
many needs inside our church and in our
community that we must meet. Matching
these needs with those who are uniquely

new Director of Volunteer Engagement

qualified to meet them is a huge focus for
me. It’s not about plugging holes. It’s about
discovering our abilities and desires, matching them with identified needs so that each
of us has at least one service role inside and
one outside our church. We’ll be connecting
through one-on-one interactions, technology, classes, programs – and cookies.

Q
A

In your years of service, share a
moment that has never left you?

While serving as a lunch buddy at
a Title I school, I met Natalie. She
was five years old. At first, it didn’t appear
we had much in common. But as time
passed, that changed. I looked forward
to our weekly meetings as our friendship
grew. Through the three years we were together, we shared life – and cookies. If she
was ever fortunate enough to receive a
treat or dessert, she insisted on splitting
it with me. One day, as I was rambling
on about all the things we had to do for
our daughter’s upcoming wedding, she
looked deep into my eyes and said, “You
know she can just go to the courthouse
and get married, right?” Natalie taught
me so much – about keeping things
simple, about sharing, about how much
better life’s journey is when traveled
together.

EMBRACING ANNABELLE’S CALL
So you want to embrace Annabelle’s call to be Christ to others, to
live differently, but you don’t know where to begin? How about…
Feeding the
homeless. Visiting
the sick. Joining a
Care Team. Knitting a
prayer shawl. Getting
involved with UMAR.
Singing in the choir.
Taking a Disciple
Bible Study class.
Tutoring at Sedgefield.
Running the Sunday
morning sound board.
Teaching Sunday
School (children,
youth or adult).

The face of Freedom School.

Donating food to Loaves & Fishes. Taking a mission
trip. Mentoring a Confirmand. Ushering on Sunday
morning. Volunteering in Goodness Gracious! Joining the
churchwide conversation on race. Spending the night
at Elizabeth House with families turning their lives around.
Making time this summer to help at Freedom
School. Making time next Christmas to help at the Jubilee
Store. Making a donation to Jubilee Plus! Writing

“Serving in our homes, at
our jobs, throughout our
community and inside
our church allows us to be
Christ to others.”
— a n n ab e ll e su d d r e t h

letters to the homebound. Praying for those who make
a prayer request. Keeping up the church library. Filling
in for Jeanne at the front desk when she’s gone to
see the grandkids. Becoming a Stephen Minister. Making
a casserole for someone who needs a meal. Whatever
opportunity speaks to you, waking up and deciding this is the
day that my life changes for the good.
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bonnie gunter

That Beautiful Book

Story by Ken Garfield • Photo by Bill Walton

B

onnie Gunter, by her own admission, is a hugger and a
smiler, always looking for someone whose day or life needs
brightening. It’s why she’s been a Stephen Minister for years.
It’s also why she’s the force behind the Lenten devotional that
Stephen Ministries publishes each year, meant to be a daily companion on our walk to Easter Sunday. Free copies are available
throughout the church.
“Isn’t it a beautiful book?” Bonnie asks without the hint of
boastfulness. The answer is “Yes, it is,” largely because of the hugger and smiler (and note-writer, did we mention that?) behind it.
Bonnie has belonged to Myers Park United Methodist for 46
years. While she’s done pretty much everything there is to do at
the church, Stephen Ministries captured her heart most of all.
She calls it a quiet ministry in which laypersons are trained to
serve as counselors and confidantes to those burdened by one pain
or another. You sit and listen, Bonnie says, then you listen some
more, your presence saying, “I hear you.”
Meditations For Lent say the same thing, in writing.
With the help of Rev. Bill Roth and church staffer Carmen
Rivera, Bonnie’s been producing the devotional for years. She
recruits clergy and Stephen Minsters to craft one or more of the
daily essays, writes a few herself, shepherds the booklet to print,
then literally hauls them to every corner of the church. Her hope
is that we pick one up, take it home and make it part of our Lenten routine. She encourages each writer to tell a story, to recount
a personal experience that might comfort the reader. In her essay
for March 15, Bonnie writes about the meaning of a treasured
piece of furniture: “It’s dear because an elderly friend left it to
me when she passed away. She taught me to wonder what new
and special happening God would bring, when something sad or
unplanned would occur.”
Sad or unplanned… Elise, the youngest of Ken and Bonnie Gunter’s three children, was born with challenges. Now
40, Elise lives at Holy Angels in Belmont, run by the Sisters of
Mercy. Elise loves it there. Bonnie loves visiting her daughter
there. Bonnie’s dear husband, Ken, a friend to many in this
church and community, passed away on July 8, 2008. He was 65
when cancer took him. During the course of the interview for
this story, Bonnie spoke about being busy all day, then going
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Bonnie Gunter and the Lenten devotional. To serve as a
Stephen Minister, or request the services of one, reach
Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 or broth@mpumc.org.

home at nightfall and finding nobody there. “Ken was young,”
she says. “God bless him.”
Bonnie’s smiles and hugs, the commitment to comfort people
in pain, the passion she pours into the Lenten devotional – it all
flows from the promise she made to herself, to help others reeling
from the sad and unplanned.
As Bonnie puts it, “We need each other, don’t you think?”

the

Bagpiper
Story by Ken Garfield

L

iam Broughton plays Xbox games, enjoyed the new “Star
Wars” movie and isn’t above a little sibling rivalry. Upon
noting he’s the youngest of three, Liam said of his parents, “They
finally made the perfect child.”
But lest you think Liam is just another 15-year-old sophomore
walking the halls of Butler High, know this: He was in full Scottish regalia and carrying his bagpipes as he good-naturedly dissed
his brother and sister, while also explaining his passion for this
most eloquent of instruments: “It definitely sounds cool to me.”
Liam, son of David and Peg Broughton, is a cheerful presence around church. His mom’s on staff, and she also sings in the
Chancel Choir. Music, then, runs in the family, which brings us
back to the young musician. He was 10 when he discovered the
coolness of the bagpipes when he heard them at a St. Patrick’s
parade. He was looking for an instrument to play, and suddenly
the piano was a distant second. Since then, it’s been all about
bagpipes: Taking lessons. Traveling to competitions (you knew
one had to be in Scotland County, N.C.). Playing in a juvenile
band (that’s what they call these things). Starting a Piping Club
at school. Playing at the church’s Easter sunrise service by the
columbarium.
Yes, Amazing Grace was one of the first tunes he learned to play.
Since then, he has come to appreciate the peppy marches as well
as the more somber numbers – airs, they call them in the bagpipe
business. And it’s not just the music, it’s the whole bagpipe thing
that speaks to him. The kilt and Balmoral hat he wore to his photo
shoot? He planned to wear it to his friend Bree’s 16th birthday
party afterward if he didn’t have time to change. When he asked
her if that would be OK, Bree said, “Cool.”
Cool indeed, that Liam has been empowered by his parents
and peers to play this instrument both solemn and uplifting, its
sound taking us to some distant Scottish moor, at least in our
imagination. We do not mean to let the music carry us away here.
But there’s a moral to this story about a 15-year-old kid with
straight A’s, about his bagpipes and the rest of us thinking like
Bree. Cool.
What was it Thoreau said about hearing a different drummer?
Same concept, different instrument.

Liam Broughton,
in all his bagpipe
splendor. Photo
by Bill Walton.

A DIVINE INSTRUMENT
Alvise da Cadamosto, a Venetian explorer, wrote
this about bagpipes in his journal in 1455:
“The sound of one of our country pipes,
which I had played by one of my sailors, also
caused wonderment. Seeing that it was decked
out with trappings and ribbons at the head,
they concluded that it was a living animal that
sang thus in different voices, and were much
pleased with it. Perceiving that they were
misled, I told them it was an instrument, and
placed it deflated in their hands. Whereupon,
recognising that it was made by hand, they said
that it was a divine instrument, made by God
with his own hands, for it sounded so sweetly
and in so many different voices. They said they
had never heard anything sweeter.”
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Genevieve sinclair and rachel roddy

Friends For Life

Story by Christine Mull • Photo by Bill Walton

W

hat prophetic words: “She’s going to be my best friend from
church!”
Rachel Roddy spoke them to her husband, Tom, soon after
meeting Genevieve Sinclair. The young women had just met in
the back row of the first meeting of Life Together. Rachel, 26, and
Genevieve, 30, were accustomed to being among the youngest at
a lot of church functions, including at their previous faith homes.
Rachel and Tom moved from Johnson City, Tenn., to Charlotte,
where she works as a first-grade assistant at Selwyn Elementary School and will be certified for school counseling next year.
Genevieve and her husband, Ben, moved to town from WinstonSalem. She’s a Food Safety and Quality Assurance Manager at
Carolina Ingredients.
Being new to Myers Park United Methodist, they each had
some trepidation going into this new gathering of women for the
first time. They both knew, though, that in a church this large,
they’d have to find ways to connect in smaller group settings. So
they were looking for such opportunities. Each was inspired when
they noticed the first get-together of Life Together mentioned in
the Sunday worship bulletin.
Rachel and Genevieve connected from the start, and their
friendship has continued to grow. Each woman appreciates how
special it is to form such a bond so quickly. They do not take it
for granted. Beyond that, they realize how important a group like
Life Together is for helping foster this type of relationship.
Since that first Life Together meeting last autumn, Rachel and
Genevieve have been regulars at the gatherings. Rachel has joined
the leadership team, and each woman is a passionate advocate,
working to share news of the group with other women. With
their husbands, each continues to worship at the 11:00 a.m.
service. They have deepened their church life in other ways: They
agreed to serve as co-leaders of the children’s Lenten Practices
group; meet with Young Adults; and attended the 10th annual
Women’s Retreat in February. A bond that began at church has
spread: Rachel and Tom and Genevieve and Ben have enjoyed
several dinners out together. They hope to share a home-cooked
meal, since they all know their way around the kitchen. Both
husbands are known to be pretty good pizza-makers.
In a church of 5,200 members, it’s easy to remain anonymous,
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Friends Genevieve Sinclair (left) and Rachel Roddy.

and sometimes difficult to make a new connection. Rachel and
Genevieve took a different path, embracing the opportunity to
be with women who are at different ages and stages in life. Because they took that leap of faith, they each have found a friend
for life.

LIFE TOGETHER
The new Life Together group for women of all
ages and stations in life generally meets twice
a month for fellowship, service, speakers, other
learning opportunities and more. Rachel Roddy
encourages all women, especially newcomers,
to take advantage of the opportunity: “You have
to want to connect, and you have to look for
opportunities.” Details: Rev. Barbara Barden at
704-295-4813 or bbarden@mpumc.org.

carey carpenter

‘Africa will always be
tugging me back’

Story by Ellen Spence

T

he teens who spend their middle
and high school years with Myers Park United Methodist Church,
sometimes you wonder whether lives are
touched, and in what way. No need to
worry with Carey Carpenter, 27, whose
heart for the world was shaped here.
“She was really involved,” said Youth
Ministries staffer Jason Rhymer, “and I
bet it was that first mission trip she went
on with us to Brazil that gave her a passion for the world.”
Carey, daughter of church members
Jody and Beth Carpenter, lives and works
in Lusaka, the capital city of Zambia
in Southern Africa. Zambia was once
known as Northern Rhodesia, a British
colony. It is a country of contrasts – the
world’s second-largest copper producer,
yet suffering from poverty, malnutrition
and high child mortality rates.
Carey is part of the Partnerships
Team at a fast-growing social enterprise
called Living Goods. The company’s
impact inspired her to leave management
consulting and forge a path in the social
enterprise arena, committed to making
markets work for the poor. It turns the
traditional charity model on its head,
asking individuals to pay for goods and
services but making those goods and
services available and accessible at an affordable price.
There are challenges, of course, like
missing the fun surrounding the Panthers

Carey Carpenter (right) with entrepreneurs/friends in rural Zambia.

AFRICA

ZAMBIA

in the Super Bowl, and especially missing family and friends. “The prospect of
‘losing touch’ happens so gradually, you
don’t realize it’s even taking place. It’s
easy to think you haven’t missed much,
until I come home and realize friends
have moved on, the world keeps on going,

fashion trends change, people change,
people grow. Coming back gets harder
every time in that sense.”
And yet Carey’s passion for the work
makes the sacrifices worth it. Africa, she
says, has a way of getting under your skin.
“It sounds like a cliche, but it’s true. I
arrived three years ago on a supposedly
short-term contract and my family and
friends are rightfully terrified that I can’t
get away. But it’s a wake-up call to walk
into an event in a very poor community,
glued to e-mails on my iPhone (yes, they
work in Africa), immersed in whatever
budget details have come up, only to be
reminded of what really matters: Glory
be to God who has the power to give all
and take all. We owe it all to him. Africa
will always be tugging me back. They say
God loves the whole world, but God lives
in Africa.”
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new Director of music for children and you th

Soundtrack Of Their Lives
Story and photos by Melissa McGill

Director of Music for Children and Youth Brian Childers is teaching children hymns for a lifetime.

A

beloved tradition of faith – hymn singing – has struck a
chord with some of the congregation’s youngest members:
New Director of Music for Children and Youth Brian Childers is
sharing Hymns For A Lifetime with the Junior Choir.
Junior Choir members – children in
Grades 2-5 – are being challenged to memorize and sing the first stanzas of some favorite hymns. Over the course of the three-year
program, the children will learn 60 hymns.
The goal is to learn the lyrics, but also for
the words to form the foundation the church
BRIAN
gives children for the rest of their lives.
Says Brian: “I believe that a lot of what we’re doing is creating
a soundtrack for the lives of our children and youth. The things
they learn now, they carry with them for the rest of their lives.
Our hymns carry so much of our theology and of what it means
to live a life of faith. When we commit them to our memory and
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“I believe that a lot of what we’re
doing is creating a soundtrack for
the lives of our children and youth.”
— B r ia n c h il d e r s

our hearts, they form us.”
For Brian and families, some of the most meaningful moments are seeing children light up in worship as they recognize
the hymn being sung – and children feeling confident enough to
close their hymnals and sing from memory. “Music,” he says, “is
something you hold onto even when the other stuff slips away.”
Adults are welcome to participate, too. Booklets are available
outside the Choir Room behind the Sanctuary.

Angels
Care
offering

Story by Laurie Anne Walden

W

hen Parish Nurse Susan Mobley
suggested to Betty Paumier that
she might benefit from the services of a
Care Team, Betty hesitated. She’s spent
much of her life helping others, including
serving as a Stephen Minister and Sunday morning usher. It’s not easy reversing
that role, and accepting help from others.
But Betty is 85. She’s fighting cancer,
and is legally blind. There is no denying she could use a helping hand every
now and then. So along came her Care
Team to deliver all manner of assistance,
the caregivers getting as much out of the
relationship as the care receiver. “Betty
is a very alive person,” says Care Team

“We have a closeness that
you can’t explain.”
— B e tty Paumi e r

member Darlene Beard. “She’s a delight
to be with. She’s just got a strong, amazing attitude.”
Darlene is part of the six-member
Care Team that drives Betty to doctor’s
appointments and errands, and helps with
a variety of small tasks as needed. Betty
may have trouble seeing these days, but
her driving directions are still spot-on,
Darlene notes.
Betty, in turn, calls her the members of
her Care Team angels, even throwing them

an angel party at Christmas. “I couldn’t
ask for better people,” she says. “We have a
closeness that you can’t explain.”
Life in its latter stages can become difficult, and sometimes lonely. The burdens
sometimes grow. Who among us couldn’t

stand a little more loving care?
Care Teams go back 14 years at Myers
Park United Methodist Church. Teams
range in size from four to 22 people,
connecting with those facing health and
other issues to offer such practical help
as transportation, meals and more. Care
Team members typically commit to a
few hours each month. Do you know
someone who needs a Care Team? Would
you like to serve on one? Reach Parish
Nurse Susan Mobley at 704-295-4836 or
smobley@mpumc.org.

TAKE THAT, DENVER
Who says the Super Bowl wasn’t super? The Panthers lost,
but the United Methodist-driven campaign to collect more
food for the needy than our counterparts in Denver came
home a winner. We collected 636,891 food items (that’s a lot
of canned corn) to outpace Denver’s 360,664. The goods went
to Loaves & Fishes food pantry in Charlotte, whose long-time
Executive Director Beverly Howard (right) outdid even Cam’s
dab. Thanks to The Charlotte Observer for sharing its photograph
depicting a triumph that rose above touchdowns. May the
pantry of every person in need be full this winter and spring.
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questions for a season:

This Easter,
Will You...

•

Allow the resurrection to really change your life? Look at work
differently? Love your family not just in word but in deed?
Come to church more than a few Sundays each year? See God
through fresh eyes?

•

Pray for the caregivers in our midst, the ones who spend hours
by a bedside, change a bed pan and sit in a doctor’s waiting
room? In the world of caregiving, that’s what love looks like.

•

Make a donation to cancer research? That’s what love looks like,
too.

•

Sing Because He Lives in the car on the way to work?

•

Read the pleas for help that come in the mail from worthy
causes, then write a check to each one?

•

Join a Bible study, book club, running group or simply meet a
few friends or colleagues for coffee once a week, finding in a
small group a forum to freely share?

•

Say to yourself, “I need to turn off my phone at night and truly
communicate with a loved one?”

•

Welcome a stranger to your H.O.T. Wednesday dinner table?

•

Practice silence?

•

Love your neighbor?

•

Love the world?

•

Love God?
– Ken Garfield
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Intersection honors the memory and talent of our
friend Wes Bobbitt by sharing two of the many photographs he took over the years at the church he loved.
He especially appreciated Easter at Myers Park United
Methodist, and the chance to capture the beauty and
hope that carries us forward. Wes passed away on
Sept. 26, 2015, after a four-year struggle with ALS
(Lou Gehrig’s disease). He was 60 years old.

