
Church member Martha Allen shares her experience as a Hope Team 
member. Want to serve on a team? Reach Local Missions Coordinator 
Jen Rothacker at 704-295-4820 or jen@mpumc.org or visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve.
I live differently because I am a Hope Team member for 
Charlotte Family Housing. This means I am paired with a 
family that left a shelter and is trying to regain stability.
While I have other volunteer commitments, this work feels 
the most significant. At first, we get acquainted, as you 
would in any relationship. We meet for a meal, conversation, 
to celebrate a birthday. We discuss problems and develop 
plans and goals. Recently, the family I work with faced an 
intimidating situation. The teen-age daughter had been 
molested by a family acquaintance. Another Hope Team 

member and I alternated days, accompanying the family 
during the long, emotional week in court. The man was 
sentenced to a minimum of  12 years in prison. As we parted 
outside the courthouse that Friday afternoon, the mother 
hugged me. Then she looked me in the eyes and said, “You 
are for real, aren’t you?”
Yes, I am for real. I am committed to this family no matter 
what lies ahead. We need to get our GED and find full-time 
employment. One teen-ager needs tutoring. The other is 
an honor student who dreams of  college. I will be there 
for them, offering encouragement, guidance, friendship. 
Offering hope.

• Archaeologist Shimon Gibson of  Jerusalem will present 
The Archaeology Of  Jesus In Bethlehem And Jerusa-
lem at 7:00 p.m. Monday, April 4, in Jubilee Hall. He is 
a guest lecturer at UNC Charlotte this semester. The 
program, originally set for March 15, was postponed 
due to illness.

• The Spring issue of  Intersection magazine has been 
mailed to homes and is around the church campus. 
Look for the distinctive  cover photo of  two gifted mu-
sicians. Among the features: Meet young bagpiper Liam 
Broughton and new Director of  Volunteer Engagement 
Annabelle Suddreth; celebrate Bonnie Gunter, Stephen 
Ministries and the Lenten devotional; learn about angels 
offering care; and answer the question, “This Easter, 
will you…” 

• Want to weigh in on church communications? Visit 
www.myersparkumc.org and take a survey seeking mem-
bers’ views of  how the church shares its news and tells 
its stories.

• Two new adult handbell groups, Southern Bells and 
Intermediate Bells, are forming. Southern Bells meet 
Mondays from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. in Room 229 in the 
Snyder Building. Intermediate Bells meet Sundays start-
ing April 3 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Room 229. De-
tails: Director of  Music for Children and Youth Brian 
Childers at 704-295-4810 or brian@mpumc.org.

• Church member Rachel Humphries, who heads Refugee 
Support Services in Charlotte, will talk about her work 
and the refugee experience with the Martha Circle at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 6, in Room 104 of  the Par-
ish Life Building. Visitors are welcome.

ARCHAEOLOGY PROGRAM SET FOR APRIL 4

In this season of  renewal and resurrection, the 
Cornerstone shares the most fervent prayers of  five 
members of  Myers Park United Methodist…

“I pray that we will all listen more and react 
less. I pray that we treat our families, friends, 
coworkers and neighbors with kindness, and 
that we honor our differences with love and 
respect. And I pray for the true peace that 
only our Lord can provide.”
• Jill Shipp

“In the beauty of  the lilies, Christ was born across 
the sea...As He died to make men holy...My prayer 
is that every lily I see this Easter be a re-
minder of  God’s grand and most gracious 
sacrifice and call to action, to all of  us, but 
certainly to me – to be holy and helpful.”
• Bob Truscello

“Lord, You have remained with us through-
out the difficult days of  Lent, comforting us 

along the way. Be with us as we move toward 
the darkest day, and remind of  us the abun-
dant and everlasting life for all who believe 
and trust in your son, Jesus. Amen.”
• Jane Eubanks

“I pray that I will be able to realize the im-
pact Jesus has made on my life this past year. 
I pray I will be able to see God’s work evi-
dent through my life and through the lives of  
others. Last of  all, I pray for God’s wisdom 
in every aspect of  my life.”
• Grayson Carter, age 16

“Almighty God, with the pain and strife in 
this world, we find hope and peace in your 
risen Son. Let us reflect the grace and mercy 
you have given to us to others. Heal our 
brokenness and direct our actions in ways 
that glorify your kingdom so others may be 
drawn to you. Amen.”
• Doug Caldwell

Now that I have one, it’s time for 
the second installment of  Precious 

Grandparent Names. Given the climate of  
the times politically 
and otherwise, who 
among us couldn’t 
use a reason to 
unite around 
something so sweet.

I was supposed to 
be Grandpa and 
perhaps will be 
one day, stirring 
memories of  what 
our kids called my 

late father. But when 
Miller, 2, managed to eke out her own 
unique version of  Grandpa, I agreed that 
Fawfaw will do. The mist in my eyes that 
fine day, I must have gotten too close to a 
peeling onion.

Mary Morgan and Catherine Marie Sholter 
were Baptized at our church on March 13. 
Duhduh was there, of  course. That’s as 
close to Grandpa as the girls could muster 
when they were little. Ken Sholter Jr. 
lives at Sun City. The massive retirement 
community south of  town must be filled 
with Duhduhs, all counting their family 
blessings.

Sweetness extends beyond English. Carlisle 
Evans, 3, son of  Carlisle and Julie Evans, 
knows his Grandma Mary Ann as Mer. Yes, 
it’s easier for a three-year-old to say that 
than Grandma’s given name. But la mer also 
means the sea in French, adding a touch of  
elan to the pet name.

Jeanne Poole, who greets everyone 
with a smile at the church’s front desk, 
says her grandkids call her GaGa. She 
explains: “That was the best John T (my 
first grandchild) could do to pronounce 
Grandma, so now all three grands here 
in Charlotte call me the same. Tom, the 
youngest, goes to The Children’s Circle 
preschool here and has all the children in 
the Bye Bye Buggy saying, ‘Hi, GaGa’ when 
they pass by.”

Carla Cornelius’ six grandkids called her 
husband Dadoo. John “Dadoo” Cornelius 
passed away in 2007, before little Ben had a 
chance to meet his grandfather. Ben, 7, still 
refers to him as Dadoo whenever tender 
stories of  grandparents come rushing back, 
as they often do.

So what are your family’s precious grandparent 
nicknames? Share them with Fawfaw at ken@
mpumc.org.

A Conversation On Faith
A COLUMN FROM FAWFAW

Ken Garfield

Powerful Holy Week…
Reflect on the prayers 
of  church members  
shared on this page. 
Note the schedule 
of  services inside the 
Cornerstone and at 
www.myersparkumc.
org. Remember, the 
Easter Sunday offering 
goes to The Learning 
Collaborative and 
refurbishing a nursing 
home in Rio de Janeiro. 
The Sunday morning 
shuttle makes it easy 
getting to and from 
worship. Please honor 
the designated spots in 
the Parish Life lot for the 
handicapped and senior 
citizens.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

‘YOU ARE FOR REAL, AREN’T YOU?’ Easter, 2016



MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 
161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161. Stations Of  
The Cross will be set up outside by the columbarium 
all day on Good Friday. The self-led tour marks 14 key 
events on the day of  Jesus’ crucifixion.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel in 
bad weather. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

•  Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
beloved church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on 
the Queens Road side with flowers, taking family photos, 
and sharing the warmth of  fellowship with others.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learn-
ing Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool 
for at-risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Checks can be made out to the 
church with Easter Offering in the memo line.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note the designated spots in the Parish 
Life lot reserved for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.myersparkumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ daily devotional, Medi-
tations For Lent 2016, are available for free around the 
church campus. Look to the latest Intersection magazine 
for a story on the devotional and the inspiration behind 
it. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow prompts to the pastor on call.

“Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!”
From Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Daniel Baker McIntyre Jr., father of  Baker McIntyre and 
grandfather of  Daniel McIntyre, who died on January 
14, 2016. Elizabeth “Betsy” Smith Lawson, mother of  Susan 
zumBrunnen and grandmother of  Jack zumBrunnen, who 
died on February 5, 2016. Ruth Blair Plyler, mother of  Blair 
Plyler, who died on February 5, 2016. James “Jim” Maurice Liles 
Jr., brother of  Davis Liles, who died on February 6, 2016. 
Patrick Kane Moffly, nephew of  Scott and Angela Knowles, who 
died on March 4, 2016. Frederick F. Sadri, husband of  Martha 
Sadri, father of  John Sadri and Becca Sadri and grandfather 

of  Jordan and Madison Sadri, who died on March 4, 2016. 
William Harrison Brownlee, brother of  Fran Parker, who died on 
March 14, 2016. 

Babies
Ann “Annie” Elizabeth Albright, daughter of  John and Sheri 
Albright and sister of  Jack and Stuart Albright, born on 
January 13, 2016.

Weddings
Ashly Austin and Trae Ely, married March 5, 2016, at the 
church.

HOLY WEEK, 2016

GIFTS OF LOVE AND COMFORT,
FROM CHARLOTTE GREEN GARDENS

Mae Bell Gordon (left) is head gardener at the Belmont Garden and helps deliver fresh vegetables to Novant Hospice every week. 
Kenna Johnston (right) oversees the hospice garden at the McGill Rose Garden and is a new Charlotte Green board member. 

Some may recognize Kenna from her involvement with UMAR’s art programs and sales at our church.

By Melissa McGill

Cissy Shull and Mae Bell Gordon know the comfort that a 
fresh tomato sandwich can bring. That’s because families with 

loved ones in the care of  Novant Health 
Hospice have shared how special it is to 
receive fresh, locally grown produce from 
Charlotte Green’s neighborhood gardens.

Cissy, executive director of  Charlotte 
Green, and Mae Bell, head gardener of  
Charlotte Green’s Belmont garden, make 
deliveries each week during the summer. 
Charlotte Green is a local nonprofit, 
sponsored in part by our church. Its goal 

is to help community groups beautify their neighborhoods by 
planting vegetables, flowers and shrub gardens on vacant lots 
and streets. Charlotte Green is the oldest community garden-
ing organization in Charlotte. Its Wilmore garden is the oldest 
in Mecklenburg County. 

In 2009, Charlotte Green partnered with Presbyterian Hospital 
Hospice, now Novant, to offer tomatoes and rosemary, which 
symbolizes remembrance to patients and their families. What 
started as a small Hospice plot in the McGill Rose Garden has 
grown. Now, in addition to tomatoes and rosemary, Hospice 
receives squash, cucumbers, peppers, basil, beans, born, okra, 
basil and thyme from Charlotte Green. A record-breaking 
amount of  produce – 205 pounds - was donated in 2015. 
Homemade soups and chilis were given as well, thanks to a 
new Charlotte Green program called Soup Fairies.

This year, they hopes to break more records, and provide more 
comfort in the form of  fresh homegrown food. 

Want to get involved? Join Charlotte Green to plant some veggies at 9:00 
a.m. Saturday, April 16, at the Wilmore Garden (108 South Mint St.) 
or the Belmont Garden (corner of  Belmont and Allen streets). To learn 
more, reach Cissy Shull at jshull@bellsouth.net or visit their website at 
www.charlottegreen.org.

Melissa McGill



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

March 23, 2016
• VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL Registration has begun 

for Vacation Bible School, set for June 20-23 for children 
age four through fifth grade. This year’s theme is Surf  
Shack: Catch The Wave Of  God’s Amazing Love. The deadline 
to register a child is April 30. To volunteer, reach Jennifer 
Ross at vbsjennross@gmail.com. To learn more, e-mail 
Sarah Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org or visit the Children’s 
Ministries web page at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• SUMMER FUN DAYS Registration is also under way 
through May 30 for Summer Fun Days. The two weeks of  
fun and games are July 11-15 and 18-22 from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. for preschoolers and 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. for 
kids in Grades K-5. Information packets and registration 
forms are outside the Children’s Ministries offices in the 
Snyder Building and at www.myersparkumc.org/children.

• NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS A new Sunday School 
class for young families and couples (20s and 30s) – the 
Agape class – begins at 9:45 a.m. Sunday, April 3, in Room 
262 upstairs in the Youth Building. The goal is to encourage 
spiritual growth as a couple. The first study will focus on 
Love to Stay: Sex, Grace, and Commitment by Adam Hamilton. 
A class picnic is set for 4:00 p.m. Saturday, April 9, in Latta 
Park. Kids are invited, of  course. To learn more, e-mail 
lindsaycannadystewart@gmail.com.

• GOSPEL OF MARK The Ownbey Sunday School invites 
all to a four-week study of  the Gospel of  Mark at 9:45 a.m. 
Sunday starting April 3 in Room 110 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Together, the class will explore Hearing Mark – A 
Listener’s Guide by Elizabeth Struthers Malbon. Details: Class 
member Reatha Andrew at aftermath@mailstation.com.

• EXPLORING MERCY Park Road Baptist Church at 3900 
Park Road will host a four-evening series on Mercy at 6:30 
p.m. Wednesdays in April. Dr. Howell will launch the series 
April 6 with a look at the theological implications of  mercy. 
Other topics: Educational policy on April 13, economics 
on April 20, and an open dialogue on April 27. To reserve a 
spot at dinner each evening, call 704-523-5717.

• ADULTS PLUS! RETREAT The ministry to ages 55 and 
over will hold a Spiritual Life Retreat October 19-21 at Lake 
Junaluska. Church member Mark Edwards will present Paul: 
His Letters And The Early Church. For program details, cost and 
more, reach Christine Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.
org.

• WEIGH IN ON BUILDINGS The committee looking at 
the future of  the church campus and facilities, and whether to 
renovate existing structures or build something new, welcomes 
the congregation’s feedback and questions. Reach Chair Chan 
Martin at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com.

• END OF LIFE Four programs in April will help navigate 
end-of-life issues. The series, Tying Up Loose Ends, will gather 
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. On April 4, Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley and Marilyn Morenz will discuss living 
wills and health care power of  attorney. On April 11, Dr. 
Melanie Dobson will explore aging and spirituality. On April 
18, Director of  Communications Ken Garfield will talk about 
obituaries. On April 25, Rev. Bill Roth will discuss funerals. 
No reservations are needed. The congregation and community 
are invited. For child care, reach Susan at 704-295-4836 or 
smobley@mpumc.org.

• WANT TO BACKPACK? The new men’s backpacking 
ministry will take a trip April 1-3 to Stone Mountain State Park 
in North Carolina’s Alleghany and Wilkes counties. The church 
provides equipment. No experience is needed. Reach Rev. 
Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org.

• SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool annual 
Spring Carnival is 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 23, in the 
Parish Life parking lot (indoors if  it rains). Featured will be 
pony rides, photo booth, a pie-throwing contest for children, 
Chick-fil-A, cupcakes by Southern Cake Queen, hot dogs by 
JJ’s Red Hots and more. To get involved, reach Jennifer Baker 
Whitworth at 704-575-6516 or Jennifer.whitworth@merck.com.

• #LIVEDIFFERENTLY What does it mean to 
#livedifferently? All are encouraged to pick up (and put on) 
a #livedifferently bracelet available around the campus, a 
reminder to live in service to others.



By Ken Garfield

As our congregation and most everyone else in the not-so-
United States of  America seek to reconcile the races, we’d 

do well to follow the lead of  three 
friends who have mastered the art of  
getting along.

Dianne Nunnally, Elaine Swink and 
Inez Willoughby agree that despite 
their differences, they are one in the 
ways that truly matter. But more than 
using words to articulate the nature 
of  that bond, they also use  laughter: 
As in, one of  them says something 
and three of  them burst into giggles. 

It is a joyful noise that resonates as 
we seek common ground, black and white, old and young, 
all of  us. The Three Musketeers – in this case, Musketeer 
Elaine – put it this way: “We are the same.”

Back when the congregation launched its conversation on 
race, stirred by the Charleston church murders, Chancel 
Choir member Jim Willoughby e-mailed me an invitation: 
Come and meet my wife, Inez, and her two friends, and 
see what inseparable looks like. That’s how I wound up 
at the Willoughbys’ kitchen table, trying to keep up with 
all the joys these three share – Good conversation, deep 
Christian faith and endless fun, including dinner and 
theater uptown. On that last one, sometimes they’ll even 
let Jim tag along. “Lucky Jim, three beautiful women,” 
Elaine says over a now-familiar chorus of  laughter.

Dianne, Elaine and Inez, each in their 70s, met through 
ballroom dancing classes nearly 20 years ago and hit it off  
instantly. Dianne is African-American, raised in Atlanta, 
her father (Dr. G. Murray Branch) following Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. to the pulpit of  historic Dexter Avenue 
King Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery, Ala. 
Elaine is white, and a native in Wadesboro. Inez is white as 
well, a child of  Corinth, Miss. But from the moment these 
three first felt the connection, the past became the past. 
Differences faded. Life, for all its seriousness, lightened.

Our conversation led to theories on why this nation is so 
fearfully divided. Dianne thinks we’re too self-centered. 
They agree that the boob tube, YouTube and computers 
rob us of  the time and inclination to think clearly. And 
who can make time to talk when there’s Facebook to 
obsess over?

Talking’s not a problem for Dianne, Elaine and Inez, and 
maybe that’s worth pondering as we confront this gulf  
between us. In our hour together around the kitchen table, 
we mostly shared small talk. Each word, from reflections 
on their upbringing long ago to children and grandchildren 
today, was rich with quiet affection. There was even 
affection in what went unsaid, an unspoken understanding 
that these three women will always be there for the other.

Maybe instead of  preaching and pontificating about race, 
we should just sit down and get to know each other, and 
like each other.

Like The Three Musketeers.

A growing number of  Myers Park United Methodist Church 
members are working to involve the congregation in a conversation 
on race. Among programs already held: A look at white guilt, and 
school assignment. Turn to the Cornerstone and www.myersparkumc.
org for news of  upcoming gatherings. To add your name to the list of  
those involved, e-mail Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org.

From left, Elaine Swink, Dianne Nunnally and Inez Willoughby 
on the Willoughbys’ deck. Photo by Ken Garfield.

The Three Musketeers

Ken Garfield



MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 
161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161. Stations Of  
The Cross will be set up outside by the columbarium 
all day on Good Friday. The self-led tour marks 14 key 
events on the day of  Jesus’ crucifixion.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel in 
bad weather. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

•  Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
beloved church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on 
the Queens Road side with flowers, taking family photos, 
and sharing the warmth of  fellowship with others.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learn-
ing Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool 
for at-risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Checks can be made out to the 
church with Easter Offering in the memo line.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note the designated spots in the Parish 
Life lot reserved for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.myersparkumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ daily devotional, Medi-
tations For Lent 2016, are available for free around the 
church campus. Look to the latest Intersection magazine 
for a story on the devotional and the inspiration behind 
it. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow prompts to the pastor on call.

“Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!”
From Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Daniel Baker McIntyre Jr., father of  Baker McIntyre and 
grandfather of  Daniel McIntyre, who died on January 
14, 2016. Elizabeth “Betsy” Smith Lawson, mother of  Susan 
zumBrunnen and grandmother of  Jack zumBrunnen, who 
died on February 5, 2016. Ruth Blair Plyler, mother of  Blair 
Plyler, who died on February 5, 2016. James “Jim” Maurice Liles 
Jr., brother of  Davis Liles, who died on February 6, 2016. 
Patrick Kane Moffly, nephew of  Scott and Angela Knowles, who 
died on March 4, 2016. Frederick F. Sadri, husband of  Martha 
Sadri, father of  John Sadri and Becca Sadri and grandfather 

of  Jordan and Madison Sadri, who died on March 4, 2016. 
William Harrison Brownlee, brother of  Fran Parker, who died on 
March 14, 2016. 

Babies
Ann “Annie” Elizabeth Albright, daughter of  John and Sheri 
Albright and sister of  Jack and Stuart Albright, born on 
January 13, 2016.

Weddings
Ashly Austin and Trae Ely, married March 5, 2016, at the 
church.

HOLY WEEK, 2016

GIFTS OF LOVE AND COMFORT,
FROM CHARLOTTE GREEN GARDENS

Mae Bell Gordon (left) is head gardener at the Belmont Garden and helps deliver fresh vegetables to Novant Hospice every week. 
Kenna Johnston (right) oversees the hospice garden at the McGill Rose Garden and is a new Charlotte Green board member. 

Some may recognize Kenna from her involvement with UMAR’s art programs and sales at our church.

By Melissa McGill

Cissy Shull and Mae Bell Gordon know the comfort that a 
fresh tomato sandwich can bring. That’s because families with 

loved ones in the care of  Novant Health 
Hospice have shared how special it is to 
receive fresh, locally grown produce from 
Charlotte Green’s neighborhood gardens.

Cissy, executive director of  Charlotte 
Green, and Mae Bell, head gardener of  
Charlotte Green’s Belmont garden, make 
deliveries each week during the summer. 
Charlotte Green is a local nonprofit, 
sponsored in part by our church. Its goal 

is to help community groups beautify their neighborhoods by 
planting vegetables, flowers and shrub gardens on vacant lots 
and streets. Charlotte Green is the oldest community garden-
ing organization in Charlotte. Its Wilmore garden is the oldest 
in Mecklenburg County. 

In 2009, Charlotte Green partnered with Presbyterian Hospital 
Hospice, now Novant, to offer tomatoes and rosemary, which 
symbolizes remembrance to patients and their families. What 
started as a small Hospice plot in the McGill Rose Garden has 
grown. Now, in addition to tomatoes and rosemary, Hospice 
receives squash, cucumbers, peppers, basil, beans, born, okra, 
basil and thyme from Charlotte Green. A record-breaking 
amount of  produce – 205 pounds - was donated in 2015. 
Homemade soups and chilis were given as well, thanks to a 
new Charlotte Green program called Soup Fairies.

This year, they hopes to break more records, and provide more 
comfort in the form of  fresh homegrown food. 

Want to get involved? Join Charlotte Green to plant some veggies at 9:00 
a.m. Saturday, April 16, at the Wilmore Garden (108 South Mint St.) 
or the Belmont Garden (corner of  Belmont and Allen streets). To learn 
more, reach Cissy Shull at jshull@bellsouth.net or visit their website at 
www.charlottegreen.org.

Melissa McGill



Church member Martha Allen shares her experience as a Hope Team 
member. Want to serve on a team? Reach Local Missions Coordinator 
Jen Rothacker at 704-295-4820 or jen@mpumc.org or visit www.
myersparkumc.org/serve.
I live differently because I am a Hope Team member for 
Charlotte Family Housing. This means I am paired with a 
family that left a shelter and is trying to regain stability.
While I have other volunteer commitments, this work feels 
the most significant. At first, we get acquainted, as you 
would in any relationship. We meet for a meal, conversation, 
to celebrate a birthday. We discuss problems and develop 
plans and goals. Recently, the family I work with faced an 
intimidating situation. The teen-age daughter had been 
molested by a family acquaintance. Another Hope Team 

member and I alternated days, accompanying the family 
during the long, emotional week in court. The man was 
sentenced to a minimum of  12 years in prison. As we parted 
outside the courthouse that Friday afternoon, the mother 
hugged me. Then she looked me in the eyes and said, “You 
are for real, aren’t you?”
Yes, I am for real. I am committed to this family no matter 
what lies ahead. We need to get our GED and find full-time 
employment. One teen-ager needs tutoring. The other is 
an honor student who dreams of  college. I will be there 
for them, offering encouragement, guidance, friendship. 
Offering hope.

• Archaeologist Shimon Gibson of  Jerusalem will present 
The Archaeology Of  Jesus In Bethlehem And Jerusa-
lem at 7:00 p.m. Monday, April 4, in Jubilee Hall. He is 
a guest lecturer at UNC Charlotte this semester. The 
program, originally set for March 15, was postponed 
due to illness.

• The Spring issue of  Intersection magazine has been 
mailed to homes and is around the church campus. 
Look for the distinctive  cover photo of  two gifted mu-
sicians. Among the features: Meet young bagpiper Liam 
Broughton and new Director of  Volunteer Engagement 
Annabelle Suddreth; celebrate Bonnie Gunter, Stephen 
Ministries and the Lenten devotional; learn about angels 
offering care; and answer the question, “This Easter, 
will you…” 

• Want to weigh in on church communications? Visit 
www.myersparkumc.org and take a survey seeking mem-
bers’ views of  how the church shares its news and tells 
its stories.

• Two new adult handbell groups, Southern Bells and 
Intermediate Bells, are forming. Southern Bells meet 
Mondays from 10:00 to 10:45 a.m. in Room 229 in the 
Snyder Building. Intermediate Bells meet Sundays start-
ing April 3 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in Room 229. De-
tails: Director of  Music for Children and Youth Brian 
Childers at 704-295-4810 or brian@mpumc.org.

• Church member Rachel Humphries, who heads Refugee 
Support Services in Charlotte, will talk about her work 
and the refugee experience with the Martha Circle at 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 6, in Room 104 of  the Par-
ish Life Building. Visitors are welcome.

ARCHAEOLOGY PROGRAM SET FOR APRIL 4

In this season of  renewal and resurrection, the 
Cornerstone shares the most fervent prayers of  five 
members of  Myers Park United Methodist…

“I pray that we will all listen more and react 
less. I pray that we treat our families, friends, 
coworkers and neighbors with kindness, and 
that we honor our differences with love and 
respect. And I pray for the true peace that 
only our Lord can provide.”
• Jill Shipp

“In the beauty of  the lilies, Christ was born across 
the sea...As He died to make men holy...My prayer 
is that every lily I see this Easter be a re-
minder of  God’s grand and most gracious 
sacrifice and call to action, to all of  us, but 
certainly to me – to be holy and helpful.”
• Bob Truscello

“Lord, You have remained with us through-
out the difficult days of  Lent, comforting us 

along the way. Be with us as we move toward 
the darkest day, and remind of  us the abun-
dant and everlasting life for all who believe 
and trust in your son, Jesus. Amen.”
• Jane Eubanks

“I pray that I will be able to realize the im-
pact Jesus has made on my life this past year. 
I pray I will be able to see God’s work evi-
dent through my life and through the lives of  
others. Last of  all, I pray for God’s wisdom 
in every aspect of  my life.”
• Grayson Carter, age 16

“Almighty God, with the pain and strife in 
this world, we find hope and peace in your 
risen Son. Let us reflect the grace and mercy 
you have given to us to others. Heal our 
brokenness and direct our actions in ways 
that glorify your kingdom so others may be 
drawn to you. Amen.”
• Doug Caldwell

Now that I have one, it’s time for 
the second installment of  Precious 

Grandparent Names. Given the climate of  
the times politically 
and otherwise, who 
among us couldn’t 
use a reason to 
unite around 
something so sweet.

I was supposed to 
be Grandpa and 
perhaps will be 
one day, stirring 
memories of  what 
our kids called my 

late father. But when 
Miller, 2, managed to eke out her own 
unique version of  Grandpa, I agreed that 
Fawfaw will do. The mist in my eyes that 
fine day, I must have gotten too close to a 
peeling onion.

Mary Morgan and Catherine Marie Sholter 
were Baptized at our church on March 13. 
Duhduh was there, of  course. That’s as 
close to Grandpa as the girls could muster 
when they were little. Ken Sholter Jr. 
lives at Sun City. The massive retirement 
community south of  town must be filled 
with Duhduhs, all counting their family 
blessings.

Sweetness extends beyond English. Carlisle 
Evans, 3, son of  Carlisle and Julie Evans, 
knows his Grandma Mary Ann as Mer. Yes, 
it’s easier for a three-year-old to say that 
than Grandma’s given name. But la mer also 
means the sea in French, adding a touch of  
elan to the pet name.

Jeanne Poole, who greets everyone 
with a smile at the church’s front desk, 
says her grandkids call her GaGa. She 
explains: “That was the best John T (my 
first grandchild) could do to pronounce 
Grandma, so now all three grands here 
in Charlotte call me the same. Tom, the 
youngest, goes to The Children’s Circle 
preschool here and has all the children in 
the Bye Bye Buggy saying, ‘Hi, GaGa’ when 
they pass by.”

Carla Cornelius’ six grandkids called her 
husband Dadoo. John “Dadoo” Cornelius 
passed away in 2007, before little Ben had a 
chance to meet his grandfather. Ben, 7, still 
refers to him as Dadoo whenever tender 
stories of  grandparents come rushing back, 
as they often do.

So what are your family’s precious grandparent 
nicknames? Share them with Fawfaw at ken@
mpumc.org.

A Conversation On Faith
A COLUMN FROM FAWFAW

Ken Garfield

Powerful Holy Week…
Reflect on the prayers 
of  church members  
shared on this page. 
Note the schedule 
of  services inside the 
Cornerstone and at 
www.myersparkumc.
org. Remember, the 
Easter Sunday offering 
goes to The Learning 
Collaborative and 
refurbishing a nursing 
home in Rio de Janeiro. 
The Sunday morning 
shuttle makes it easy 
getting to and from 
worship. Please honor 
the designated spots in 
the Parish Life lot for the 
handicapped and senior 
citizens.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

‘YOU ARE FOR REAL, AREN’T YOU?’ Easter, 2016




