
Church member Jack Hankins shares his heart for 
Armenia, and news of  an upcoming mission trip.

The rich history of  the Republic of  
Armenia is amazing. Armenia became 

the first state in the world to adopt 
Christianity as the state religion in 301 A.D. 
Over time, the country has experienced 
massive earthquakes, genocide at the hands 
of  the Ottoman Empire and annexation by 
the Soviet republic.

Our church sent its first mission team 
to Armenia in 2014. We traveled to the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region with Project 
AGAPE, a United Methodist-supported 
ministry that works with residents in this 
mountainous region through a hospital, 
orphanage and Christian Education Center.

Those of  us who traveled to Armenia came 
home with a variety of  rich memories. On 
the ride from the capital city of  Yerevan 
to Berdzor, the home of  AGAPE, we had 
to stop for several minutes while cowboys 
herded their cows down the only road. 
After returning, one mission team member 
wrote: “The examples of  Christian love and 
relationships that we witnessed between 
the AGAPE staff  and those they served 
made an indelible mark on us. We will never 
forget the genuine hospitality of  the people 
in Armenia. Everyone we encountered, 
including people of  limited means, were 

generous in sharing their meager resources.”

Despite hardships spanning two millennia, 
Armenians remain kind, caring and eager to 
build relationships.

A mission team from our church will travel 
back to Armenia July 17-29 to continue 
building relationships while helping rebuild 
homes. We’ll also visit several historic sites. 
Interested? Learn more at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 21, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Or reach me at 704-941-0691 or 
jchankins24@gmail.com. I love sharing 
about Armenia.

For the past 13 years, a powerful connection to Costa Rica has been a rite of  
spring and summer at Myers Park United Methodist Church. Hundreds of  
church families and individuals, if  not more, have taken mission trips to San 
Isidro in rural southwest Costa Rica, to build parsonages and other Methodist 
church buildings; deepen relationships among church members; and continue 
the friendship with church-sponsored missionaries Wil and Yolanda Bailey. If  it’s 
spring break in Charlotte, it’s time to pack up, work and worship (with some play 
thrown in) in Costa Rica. As anyone who has taken the trip appreciates, prepare 
to sweat. The connection continues… A team of  11 will work in Costa Rica from 
March 26 to April 26. From July 15-22, 40 youth and 10 adults will continue the 
tradition that ties one congregation to one beautiful country.
Each month, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist Church and a cause to embrace. Visit www.myersparlumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-
walls for opportunities to #livedifferently.

Opportunities this Lent and beyond to #livedifferently…

• Help make 200-plus sandwiches for Crisis Assistance 
Ministry on Monday, March 21. We’ll make sandwiches 
at the church from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., then deliver 
them at 11:30 a.m. Pick up a brown paper sack after 
worship on Sunday, March 13, and decorate them, fill 
them with bottled water, fruit and granola and return 
them on March 20.

• Look for white Myers Park United Methodist enve-
lopes with names of  Sedgefield Elementary and Middle 
School staff  on them. Inside is a prayer to say for 
that staffer. Return the envelope to church by Sunday, 
March 20, with $10 cash and a note of  gratitude for 
that staffer. On Tuesday, March 22, a dozen people are 
needed to deliver the envelopes to staffers. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-walls. 

• Stake your NCAA March Madness allegiance in the 
church Bracket Challenge. The $10 bracket fee will sup-
port YMCA swim lessons in memory of  11-year-old 
Randez Brown, who drowned in 2014 trying to save his 
sister. Enter by filling out the registration from at www.
myersparkumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-walls. After 
Selection Sunday on March 13, look for an e-mail invita-
tion from the ESPN Bracket Challenge.

• Donations of  snacks are welcome through Sunday, 
March 13, for Sedgefield Elementary’s fifth-grade field 
trip to Washington, D.C.: Individually packaged (and 
nut-free) granola bars, Goldfish, chips and the like. Do-
nations go in the Parish Life lobby bin.

• Are you always asked to make your famous lemon bars? 
The church is assembling a team to be on-call when 
ministry-related baking needs arise. Reach Jen Rothacker 
at 704-295-4820 or jen@mpumc.org.

MAKE SANDWICHES, DONATE SNACKS, MUCH MORE 

Thanks to the mission team for sharing photos, 
including children at play in Armenia.

By Melissa McGill

I love yoga. I’m not what you’d call an athlete, so the gentle 
poses that strengthen and stretch are exactly my style of  

workout. In Charlotte, yoga is wildly 
popular. From the hot studios popping 
up across town to the hundreds 
of  yogis crowding the expansive 
lawns at local breweries, there are 
plenty of  opportunities for me to 
practice. And I have. But I’ve become 
especially fond of  practicing yoga here 
at our church as a spiritual discipline, 
not just a physical one. Dr. Melanie 
Dobson, our Minister of  Faith 

Formation and a certified yoga instructor, pairs the poses 
with the week’s sermon scriptures. During this season of  
Lent, yoga has become a respite, a place to be still with God, 
myself  and a community of  others seeking the same thing. Together, we roll out our mats, 
quiet the chaos, and offer grace to ourselves and each other.

Melissa is Assistant Director of  Communications. During Lent, Dr. Melanie Dobson leads yoga Wednes-
days at noon in Room 109 in the Parish Life Building. The last class will be during Holy Week, on 
Wednesday, March 23. All are welcome. Bring a mat. Look inside for the Lenten calendar.

Rev. Parker Haynes at work in Costa Rica.

A nifty new offering: 
Rev. Parker Haynes and 
Daniel Stines (his wife, 
Lauren, directs Youth 
Ministries) are organizing 
a men’s backpacking 
ministry, the better for 
guys to bond. They’ll 
head April 1-3 to Stone 
Mountain State Park 
in North Carolina’s 
Alleghany and Wilkes 
counties. No experience 
is needed. The church 
will provide equipment. 
For more on this ministry 
of  fellowship, fitness and 
enjoying God’s natural 
beauty, reach Parker at 
704-295-4823 or 
parker@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

March 21 Meeting
THIS SUMMER, MISSION ARMENIA

Ministry In The Spotlight:  
Celebrating The Costa Rica Connection

Melissa McGill

DURING LENT, QUIETING THE CHAOS

Melanie reads the story of  Blind 
Bartimaeus during yoga class.



SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

will feature the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/songwriter 
Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free with first-
come, first-served seating. An offering will support Char-
lotte Family Housing. Come at 5:30 p.m. in Room 109 
of  the Parish Life Building to learn about joining a Hope 
Team, which matches volunteers with a Charlotte Family 
Housing family moving out of  homelessness.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154 and preschoolers will be in 
Room 161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel in 
bad weather. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

• Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on the 
Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learn-
ing Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool for 
at-risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil. Checks can be made out to the church 
with Easter Offering in the memo line.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note the designated spots in the Parish 
Life lot reserved for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ devotional, Meditations 
For Lent 2016, are available around the church campus. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow prompts to the pastor on call.

DEADLINE TO ORDER EASTER LILY

Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory 

of  a loved one? Each dedication is $15. Order at 
www.myersparkumc.org/announcements. Or send a 

check for $15 per dedication by noon March 10. Indi-
cate “in honor of  (name)” or “in memory of  (name)” 
on the check. Mail to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 

NC 28207, att.: Peg Broughton. Remember, the dead-
line is Thursday, March 10.

The late Wes Bobbitt, a wonderful church member and photographer, 
captured these scenes from Easter morning at Myers Park United 

Methodist Church.

Forty-four high school youth and nine adults filled a retreat at 
Ridgecrest Conference Center in Black Mountain with faith, 
fun, fellowship and games. The weekend featured: Seven 
testimonials from adult volunteers, laser tag, nature hike, Putt-
Putt, eight worship sessions with singer/songwriter Cameron 
Moore, a dance, late-night snow tubing, pizza, sundae bar 
and more eats (these are growing teens), an optional boot 
camp (10 young women attended while the boys slept in) and 
four small-group sessions for prayer and sharing. We’ll let 
participants take it from there…

“The retreat to Ridgecrest gives you a chance to get away from 
everything and connect with old friends, meet new ones and, 
most importantly, strengthen your relationship with God.”

• Connor Shulstad, 11th Grade

“I had a great time getting to know other people in different 
grades. I also enjoyed worshiping God through song with my 
friends.”

• Matthew Buie, 9th grade 

“It was a fun, meaningful weekend that allowed me to 
reconnect with God and my church friends.

• Mary Banks Farmer, 10th grade  

“Wow! What an experience! We came together for fellowship, 
connected through God’s love and left knowing we are loved 
beyond anything we can imagine.”

• Katie Crisp, adult volunteer

“I did church with a bunch of  teens from Myers Park United 
Methodist. I was invited because they needed an ordained 
person to serve Holy Communion. Here’s what jumped out at 
me: Of  the nine adults there, none had a child on the retreat. 
Nine adults spent a weekend with a bunch of  teens (have you 
ever done that?) simply because they wanted the teens to hear 
Christ’s call more clearly.”

• Jim Hunter, retired United Methodist pastor

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Anne Bunn Wilson, sister of  Sharon High and aunt of  Barney 
High, who died on February 8, 2016. Fred Eugene Wise Jr., 
husband of  June Wise, father of  Pamela Brownscombe, 
stepfather of  Louise Rankin and uncle of  June Vander Woode, 
who died on February 20, 2016. James “Jimmy” Newton Deal, 
father of  Jim Deal, who died on February 21, 2016. Kenneth 
Royster Smith Jr., husband of  Anne Smith, father of  Kenny 
Smith and grandfather of  Robert, Anne and Kenny Smith, 
who died on February 21, 2016. Phyllis Jean Shropshire Milroy, 
mother of  Melody Milroy, who died on February 25, 2016. 
Frieda Hancock Grice, mother of  Tom Grice, grandmother 
of  Mary Cameron and Harrison Grice and Lauren Sabella 

and great-grandmother of  Giovanna Sabella, who died 
on February 28, 2016. Donald E. Hammer, father of  Eric 
Hammer, who died on February 29, 2016. Rogers Giles 
Marshall, mother of  Connie Wattles, grandmother of  Tripp 
Tate and great-grandmother of  Knox and Brooke Tate, 
who died on February 29, 2016. Sarah M. Hough, mother of  
Sally Blackwelder, grandmother of  Paul Wright and great-
grandmother of  Lucas, Weldon and Brook Wright, who died 
on March 2, 2016. Zoe Swanson Townsend, mother of  Mark 
Townsend and grandmother of  Ashley and Maggie Townsend, 
who died on March 3, 2016.

Babies
Everett Thomas Wilson, son of  Heather and Rob Wilson, born 
on January 1, 2016.

LENT, DAY BY DAY

High School Youth Retreat
‘WE CAME TOGETHER FOR FELLOWSHIP’

Scenes from the retreat. Thanks to Youth Ministries staffers 
Mollie Grooms and Jason Rhymer for taking photos.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

March 9, 2016

• ADULTS PLUS! The ministry to ages 55 and over 
welcomes all to its luncheon program at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 16, in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Rosedale Plantation curator Barbara Jackson will 
take her audience back to the late 1800s, presenting living 
history through the story of  Agness Caldwell, who lived 
to see freedom after decades as a slave. She’ll be dressed in 
period costume. Lunch (chicken breast) follows in Jubilee 
Hall for $5. For lunch reservations by noon March 15, call 
704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• WEIGH IN ON BUILDINGS The committee looking at 
the future of  the church campus and facilities, and whether 
to renovate existing structures or build something new, 
welcomes the congregation’s feedback and questions. Reach 
Chair Chan Martin at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com.

• END OF LIFE Four programs in April will help navigate 
end-of-life issues. The series, Tying Up Loose Ends, will gather 
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. On April 4, Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley and Marilyn Morenz will discuss living 
wills and health care power of  attorney. On April 11, Dr. 
Melanie Dobson will explore aging and spirituality. On April 
18, Director of  Communications Ken Garfield will talk 
about obituaries. On April 25, Rev. Bill Roth will discuss 
funerals. No reservations are needed. The congregation and 
community are invited. For child care, reach Susan at 704-
295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• WANT TO BACKPACK? The new men’s backpacking 
ministry will take a trip April 1-3 to Stone Mountain State 
Park in North Carolina’s Alleghany and Wilkes counties. The 
church provides equipment. No experience is needed. Reach 
Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org.

• FRIENDSHIP TRAYS Want to assemble and deliver 
meals to the homebound? A church team will serve in the 
Friendship Trays kitchen the morning of  Tuesday, March 15. 
Help is needed working in the kitchen weekday mornings, 
and delivering meals at 10:30 a.m. weekdays. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-walls.

• SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball Saturdays 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Youth Building Gym. Details: Bob Clark at 
704-366-4981.

• SPRING CARNIVAL The Children’s Circle preschool annual 
Spring Carnival is 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 23, in the 
Parish Life parking lot (indoors if  it rains). Featured will be 
pony rides, photo booth, a pie-throwing contest for children, 
Chick-fil-A, cupcakes by Southern Cake Queen, hot dogs by 
JJ’s Red Hots and more. To get involved, reach Jennifer Baker 
Whitworth at 704-574-6516 or Jennifer.whitworth@merck.com.

• “RISING STRONG” WORKSHOP Church member 
Frances Baldwin will lead a workshop based on Brené Brown’s 
book, Rising Strong, focusing on finding the courage to 
transform personal struggle into bravery. The workshop will 
meet from 9:30 a.m. to noon Thursdays from April 7 to May 
19 (no class April 28) in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. 
Space is limited. To sign up, reach Frances at 704-654-0064 or 
frances@baldwindavis.com.

• LEARN CPR, AED A class to learn CPR and how to use the 
automatic defibrillators (AED) around campus will be from 
6:00 to 9:30 p.m. Thursday, March 17, in Room 110 of  the 
Parish Life Building. The class is for laypersons. Cost is $30. To 
make a reservation, contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF JESUS 
Shimon Gibson, the preeminent archaeologist in the City of  Jerusalem, will present The Archaeology 
Of  Jesus In Bethlehem And Jerusalem at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 15, in Jubilee Hall. He is a guest  
lecturer at UNC Charlotte this semester. The photo at right is of  Shimon Gibson and Dr. Howell  
was taken at the place Shimon discovered where Jesus was tried by Pontius Pilate.



Their relationship rises above the fact that society tends 
to turn its back on older folks. These days, what kid or 

anyone else for that matter has the time and inclination to 
sit and talk with someone who’s been 
around awhile, to hear their stories 
and appreciate their long journey?

J.P. Daniels does, that’s who.

What began as a Confirmation class 
exercise – decorating Christmas 
cookies at the Aldersgate retirement 
community – has blossomed into a 
friendship between J.P. Daniels and 
Mildred Trost. “It’s basically like I 
have a new best friend,” J.P. tells me 

one Sunday afternoon at Aldersgate. 
“It’s fine not being able to go outside the home and be 
active. I just want to spend as much time as I can with 
her.” He also likes playing bingo. Mildred hears all this, 
smiles and feels led to inject a little bingo-related reality. 
“We didn’t win anything.”

What an unlikely pair of  pals…

J.P., 14, is the son of  Jeff  and Stephanie Daniels. An 
eighth grader at South Charlotte Middle School, he’s 
in our Confirmation class, participates in youth group 
and ushered at Church In The Round before coming 
over to Aldersgate for this interview. If  he doesn’t play 
professional lacrosse, he figures he’ll be an engineer or 
maybe a veterinarian.

Mildred goes by Mickey, a nickname dating back to her 
childhood in Greensboro. She and her husband, Herb, 
a teacher, moved to Aldersgate five years ago from 
Wilmington to be closer to family. A month after settling 
in, Herb passed away. “I miss my husband,” she says 
quietly. A grandmother of  two, Mickey is 90. “That’s 
old,” she notes. But it’s only old on paper, for Mickey is 
spry of  heart, even if  she requires a walker after taking 
a spill. Visiting on this Sunday afternoon with J.P., his 
mom and grandmother, Mickey fills the conversation with 
gentle humor, and an appreciation that her young friend 
reciprocates.

J.P. says older folks are fun to be around, partly because 
they have neat stories to tell about their lives.

“That’s nice of  you to say,” Mickey responds. “Most 
people say we’re boring.”

This friendship between J.P. and Mickey is still in its early 
stages – decorating cookies, playing bingo, a Sunday visit. 
As we say our good-byes, Mom proudly captures the 
moment on her cell phone: A teen-ager in braces. A widow 
on a walker. A hug until next time.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life. 
Reach him at ken@mpumc.org.

Scenes from a Sunday afternoon at Aldersgate: Mildred Trost and J.P. Daniels. Photos by Stephanie Daniels.

A Conversation On Faith
Friends

Ken Garfield



SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

will feature the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/songwriter 
Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free with first-
come, first-served seating. An offering will support Char-
lotte Family Housing. Come at 5:30 p.m. in Room 109 
of  the Parish Life Building to learn about joining a Hope 
Team, which matches volunteers with a Charlotte Family 
Housing family moving out of  homelessness.  

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154 and preschoolers will be in 
Room 161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel in 
bad weather. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

• Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on the 
Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learn-
ing Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool for 
at-risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in Rio 

de Janeiro, Brazil. Checks can be made out to the church 
with Easter Offering in the memo line.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note the designated spots in the Parish 
Life lot reserved for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ devotional, Meditations 
For Lent 2016, are available around the church campus. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow prompts to the pastor on call.

DEADLINE TO ORDER EASTER LILY

Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory 

of  a loved one? Each dedication is $15. Order at 
www.myersparkumc.org/announcements. Or send a 

check for $15 per dedication by noon March 10. Indi-
cate “in honor of  (name)” or “in memory of  (name)” 
on the check. Mail to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 

NC 28207, att.: Peg Broughton. Remember, the dead-
line is Thursday, March 10.

The late Wes Bobbitt, a wonderful church member and photographer, 
captured these scenes from Easter morning at Myers Park United 

Methodist Church.

Forty-four high school youth and nine adults filled a retreat at 
Ridgecrest Conference Center in Black Mountain with faith, 
fun, fellowship and games. The weekend featured: Seven 
testimonials from adult volunteers, laser tag, nature hike, Putt-
Putt, eight worship sessions with singer/songwriter Cameron 
Moore, a dance, late-night snow tubing, pizza, sundae bar 
and more eats (these are growing teens), an optional boot 
camp (10 young women attended while the boys slept in) and 
four small-group sessions for prayer and sharing. We’ll let 
participants take it from there…

“The retreat to Ridgecrest gives you a chance to get away from 
everything and connect with old friends, meet new ones and, 
most importantly, strengthen your relationship with God.”

• Connor Shulstad, 11th Grade

“I had a great time getting to know other people in different 
grades. I also enjoyed worshiping God through song with my 
friends.”

• Matthew Buie, 9th grade 

“It was a fun, meaningful weekend that allowed me to 
reconnect with God and my church friends.

• Mary Banks Farmer, 10th grade  

“Wow! What an experience! We came together for fellowship, 
connected through God’s love and left knowing we are loved 
beyond anything we can imagine.”

• Katie Crisp, adult volunteer

“I did church with a bunch of  teens from Myers Park United 
Methodist. I was invited because they needed an ordained 
person to serve Holy Communion. Here’s what jumped out at 
me: Of  the nine adults there, none had a child on the retreat. 
Nine adults spent a weekend with a bunch of  teens (have you 
ever done that?) simply because they wanted the teens to hear 
Christ’s call more clearly.”

• Jim Hunter, retired United Methodist pastor

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Anne Bunn Wilson, sister of  Sharon High and aunt of  Barney 
High, who died on February 8, 2016. Fred Eugene Wise Jr., 
husband of  June Wise, father of  Pamela Brownscombe, 
stepfather of  Louise Rankin and uncle of  June Vander Woode, 
who died on February 20, 2016. James “Jimmy” Newton Deal, 
father of  Jim Deal, who died on February 21, 2016. Kenneth 
Royster Smith Jr., husband of  Anne Smith, father of  Kenny 
Smith and grandfather of  Robert, Anne and Kenny Smith, 
who died on February 21, 2016. Phyllis Jean Shropshire Milroy, 
mother of  Melody Milroy, who died on February 25, 2016. 
Frieda Hancock Grice, mother of  Tom Grice, grandmother 
of  Mary Cameron and Harrison Grice and Lauren Sabella 

and great-grandmother of  Giovanna Sabella, who died 
on February 28, 2016. Donald E. Hammer, father of  Eric 
Hammer, who died on February 29, 2016. Rogers Giles 
Marshall, mother of  Connie Wattles, grandmother of  Tripp 
Tate and great-grandmother of  Knox and Brooke Tate, 
who died on February 29, 2016. Sarah M. Hough, mother of  
Sally Blackwelder, grandmother of  Paul Wright and great-
grandmother of  Lucas, Weldon and Brook Wright, who died 
on March 2, 2016. Zoe Swanson Townsend, mother of  Mark 
Townsend and grandmother of  Ashley and Maggie Townsend, 
who died on March 3, 2016.

Babies
Everett Thomas Wilson, son of  Heather and Rob Wilson, born 
on January 1, 2016.

LENT, DAY BY DAY

High School Youth Retreat
‘WE CAME TOGETHER FOR FELLOWSHIP’

Scenes from the retreat. Thanks to Youth Ministries staffers 
Mollie Grooms and Jason Rhymer for taking photos.



Church member Jack Hankins shares his heart for 
Armenia, and news of  an upcoming mission trip.

The rich history of  the Republic of  
Armenia is amazing. Armenia became 

the first state in the world to adopt 
Christianity as the state religion in 301 A.D. 
Over time, the country has experienced 
massive earthquakes, genocide at the hands 
of  the Ottoman Empire and annexation by 
the Soviet republic.

Our church sent its first mission team 
to Armenia in 2014. We traveled to the 
Nagorno-Karabakh region with Project 
AGAPE, a United Methodist-supported 
ministry that works with residents in this 
mountainous region through a hospital, 
orphanage and Christian Education Center.

Those of  us who traveled to Armenia came 
home with a variety of  rich memories. On 
the ride from the capital city of  Yerevan 
to Berdzor, the home of  AGAPE, we had 
to stop for several minutes while cowboys 
herded their cows down the only road. 
After returning, one mission team member 
wrote: “The examples of  Christian love and 
relationships that we witnessed between 
the AGAPE staff  and those they served 
made an indelible mark on us. We will never 
forget the genuine hospitality of  the people 
in Armenia. Everyone we encountered, 
including people of  limited means, were 

generous in sharing their meager resources.”

Despite hardships spanning two millennia, 
Armenians remain kind, caring and eager to 
build relationships.

A mission team from our church will travel 
back to Armenia July 17-29 to continue 
building relationships while helping rebuild 
homes. We’ll also visit several historic sites. 
Interested? Learn more at 6:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 21, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Or reach me at 704-941-0691 or 
jchankins24@gmail.com. I love sharing 
about Armenia.

For the past 13 years, a powerful connection to Costa Rica has been a rite of  
spring and summer at Myers Park United Methodist Church. Hundreds of  
church families and individuals, if  not more, have taken mission trips to San 
Isidro in rural southwest Costa Rica, to build parsonages and other Methodist 
church buildings; deepen relationships among church members; and continue 
the friendship with church-sponsored missionaries Wil and Yolanda Bailey. If  it’s 
spring break in Charlotte, it’s time to pack up, work and worship (with some play 
thrown in) in Costa Rica. As anyone who has taken the trip appreciates, prepare 
to sweat. The connection continues… A team of  11 will work in Costa Rica from 
March 26 to April 26. From July 15-22, 40 youth and 10 adults will continue the 
tradition that ties one congregation to one beautiful country.
Each month, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist Church and a cause to embrace. Visit www.myersparlumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-
walls for opportunities to #livedifferently.

Opportunities this Lent and beyond to #livedifferently…

• Help make 200-plus sandwiches for Crisis Assistance 
Ministry on Monday, March 21. We’ll make sandwiches 
at the church from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m., then deliver 
them at 11:30 a.m. Pick up a brown paper sack after 
worship on Sunday, March 13, and decorate them, fill 
them with bottled water, fruit and granola and return 
them on March 20.

• Look for white Myers Park United Methodist enve-
lopes with names of  Sedgefield Elementary and Middle 
School staff  on them. Inside is a prayer to say for 
that staffer. Return the envelope to church by Sunday, 
March 20, with $10 cash and a note of  gratitude for 
that staffer. On Tuesday, March 22, a dozen people are 
needed to deliver the envelopes to staffers. Visit www.
myersparkumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-walls. 

• Stake your NCAA March Madness allegiance in the 
church Bracket Challenge. The $10 bracket fee will sup-
port YMCA swim lessons in memory of  11-year-old 
Randez Brown, who drowned in 2014 trying to save his 
sister. Enter by filling out the registration from at www.
myersparkumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-walls. After 
Selection Sunday on March 13, look for an e-mail invita-
tion from the ESPN Bracket Challenge.

• Donations of  snacks are welcome through Sunday, 
March 13, for Sedgefield Elementary’s fifth-grade field 
trip to Washington, D.C.: Individually packaged (and 
nut-free) granola bars, Goldfish, chips and the like. Do-
nations go in the Parish Life lobby bin.

• Are you always asked to make your famous lemon bars? 
The church is assembling a team to be on-call when 
ministry-related baking needs arise. Reach Jen Rothacker 
at 704-295-4820 or jen@mpumc.org.

MAKE SANDWICHES, DONATE SNACKS, MUCH MORE 

Thanks to the mission team for sharing photos, 
including children at play in Armenia.

By Melissa McGill

I love yoga. I’m not what you’d call an athlete, so the gentle 
poses that strengthen and stretch are exactly my style of  

workout. In Charlotte, yoga is wildly 
popular. From the hot studios popping 
up across town to the hundreds 
of  yogis crowding the expansive 
lawns at local breweries, there are 
plenty of  opportunities for me to 
practice. And I have. But I’ve become 
especially fond of  practicing yoga here 
at our church as a spiritual discipline, 
not just a physical one. Dr. Melanie 
Dobson, our Minister of  Faith 

Formation and a certified yoga instructor, pairs the poses 
with the week’s sermon scriptures. During this season of  
Lent, yoga has become a respite, a place to be still with God, 
myself  and a community of  others seeking the same thing. Together, we roll out our mats, 
quiet the chaos, and offer grace to ourselves and each other.

Melissa is Assistant Director of  Communications. During Lent, Dr. Melanie Dobson leads yoga Wednes-
days at noon in Room 109 in the Parish Life Building. The last class will be during Holy Week, on 
Wednesday, March 23. All are welcome. Bring a mat. Look inside for the Lenten calendar.

Rev. Parker Haynes at work in Costa Rica.

A nifty new offering: 
Rev. Parker Haynes and 
Daniel Stines (his wife, 
Lauren, directs Youth 
Ministries) are organizing 
a men’s backpacking 
ministry, the better for 
guys to bond. They’ll 
head April 1-3 to Stone 
Mountain State Park 
in North Carolina’s 
Alleghany and Wilkes 
counties. No experience 
is needed. The church 
will provide equipment. 
For more on this ministry 
of  fellowship, fitness and 
enjoying God’s natural 
beauty, reach Parker at 
704-295-4823 or 
parker@mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

March 21 Meeting
THIS SUMMER, MISSION ARMENIA

Ministry In The Spotlight:  
Celebrating The Costa Rica Connection

Melissa McGill

DURING LENT, QUIETING THE CHAOS

Melanie reads the story of  Blind 
Bartimaeus during yoga class.




