
Lauren Reilly and Rosemary Wiser 
met on Facebook five years ago 

and became fast friends. Lauren lived in 
Charlotte and 
Rosemary in the 
little town of  
Bridgton, Maine, 
where it was 20 
below the day 
before she and I 
spoke by phone. 
The two young 
women, each in 
their 20s, shared 
a deep Christian 

faith, a passion for 
nursing, and a rare disease from which they 
found comfort in each other.

I shared Lauren’s story last May, how she 
belonged to Myers Park United Methodist, 
baby-sat the infants Sunday mornings at 
church, and refused to surrender to reflex 
sympathetic dystrophy syndrome. The 
central nervous system disease causes 
searing pain, swelling, stiffness and loss of  
strength. Lauren died on March 20, 2015. 
She was 25. At the memorial service in 
our Sanctuary, the congregation sang Joyful, 
Joyful, We Adore Thee.

Lauren lives on in many ways, which brings 
us to Rosemary.

The friendship that began online 
blossomed, to the point that Lauren and 
Rosemary spoke each day. They also visited 
each other. When she’d come to Charlotte, 
Rosemary would accompany Lauren to 
worship here. “It’s amazing,” Rosemary 
said of  our church. “And huge!” Rosemary, 
23, suffers as well from RSD, working as a 
nurse when she can, doing her best to live 
with the pain.

Early in their friendship, Lauren gave 
Rosemary a purple prayer shawl. Women 
in our church knit these shawls in the 
hope they find their way around someone’s 

By Ken Garfield
The churchwide conversation on race deepened with a 
focus on this community’s most explosive issue: How to 
desegregate Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and guarantee 
educational opportunity for all.

Some 100 people gathered in Jubilee Hall for a panel 
discussion featuring a trailblazer: Dorothy Counts-Scoggins 
endured rocks and racial slurs to help integrate Harding 
High in 1957. “The white community was not ready for 
me,” she said.

The question now is whether the white community is 
ready to address the fact that public schools are largely 
segregated by race and class. As School Board member Eric 
Davis shared, more than 75 percent of  children at 60 CMS 
schools are poor. Rather than busing, Davis talked about 
expanding magnet schools and voluntary choice options to 

create educational opportunities – so parents might willingly 
send their child to school with more minorities. Addressing 
black and white and rich and poor, Davis said, “Let’s figure 
out how to turn our differences into an advantage.”

How big is the challenge? The same evening 100 turned 
out to the program here, 1,000 flocked to Carmel Baptist 
for a student assignment forum, most against anything that 
threatens neighborhood schools.

Want to get involved in the race dialogue? E-mail peg@mpumc.org. 
This past Saturday, church members joined neighbors from The Park 
Church, an African-American congregation in Charlotte, in seeing 
the new movie, “Race,” celebrating Jesse Owens’ track and field feats 
at the 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany. Plans are under way for a 
church program explolring the current Charlotte magazine series on 
the Myers Park High School football team, made up last season of  
35 white players and 32 black.

Three upcoming opportunities of  interest:

• Ready for a shot of  springtime? The Children’s Circle 
preschool annual Spring Carnival is set for 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 23, in the Parish Life Build-
ing parking lot. It moves indoors in bad weather.  The 
annual fun and games to support church preschool proj-
ects will feature pony rides, photo booth, a pie-throwing 
contest for children, inflatables, Balloon Man, Chick-fil-
A, cupcakes by Southern Cake Queen, hot dogs by JJ’s 
Red Hots and more. The event, of  course, is open to 
friends, neighbors and everyone else in the community, 
including grandmas and grandpas. Details, including 
how to get involved, are coming.

• Church member Frances Baldwin will lead a workshop 
based on Brene’ Brown’s book, Rising Strong, focusing 
on finding the courage to transform personal struggle 

into bravery. The workshop will meet from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon Thursdays from April 7 to May 19 (no class April 
28) in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. Space is 
limited. To sign up, reach Frances Baldwin at 704-654-
0064 or frances@baldwindavis.com.

• Classes to learn CPR and how to use automatic defibril-
lators (AED) located around the church campus will be 
from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, and Thursday, 
March 17, in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. The 
class is for laypersons. Cost is $30, checks made out 
to the church, due by March 4. To make a reservation, 
contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@
mpumc.org. Leave your name, phone number and which 
class you want to attend.

SPRING CARNIVAL, RISING STRONG, CPR 

Continued Inside...

PROGRAM COMING MARCH 7:
‘BIBLE, HOMOSEXUALITY & MARRIAGE’

Lay leaders express their deep appreciation to all those church members who attended 
the congregational listening sessions on same gender marriage at Myers Park United 
Methodist. As the conversation continues…
• Dr. Howell will lead a program on The Bible, Homosexuality & Marriage at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, March 7, in Jubilee Hall. Our Senior Pastor offers this preview: “What does 
the Bible say about the issue, and people? What is marriage in the Bible? How from 
a biblical perspective does the Church and the Christian make sense of  changes in 
our society?”

• Links to articles, sermons and more on this topic can be found at  
www.myersparkumc.org.

• Those with a question or reflection to share with lay leaders can e-mail marriage@
mpumc.org or write “Marriage,” Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207.

INSIDE: I AM BEAUTIFULLY MADE. AND SO ARE YOU.

At a walk to raise awareness of  the chronic 
disease with which she and Lauren Reilly struggled 

together, Rosemary Wiser released butterflies in 
Lauren’s memory.

All was not lost on 
Super Bowl Sunday. The 
United Methodist-driven 
campaign to collect 
more food for the needy 
than our brothers and 
sisters in dreaded Denver 
produced a runaway 
victory. Carolinas 
congregations, Scouts and 
others, including Myers 
Park United Methodist, 
collected 636,891 food 
items. Denver collected 
360,664. Can anyone do 
the dab? Our canned 
goods and other items 
go to Loaves & Fishes 
food pantry in Charlotte, 
which needs donations all 
year long.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A Conversation On Faith
LAUREN AND ROSEMARY

TACKLING A TOUGH TOPIC: RACE AND OUR SCHOOLS

Ken Garfield



SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

will feature the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/song-
writer Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free with 
first-come, first-served seating. An offering will support 
Charlotte Family Housing. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154, preschoolers in Room 161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel in 
bad weather. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

•  Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on the 
Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learning 
Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool for at-
risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note the designated spots in the Parish 
Life lot reserved for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.myersparkumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ devotional, Meditations 
For Lent 2016, are available around the church campus.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow prompts to the pastor on call.

Dr. James C. Howell

ORDER AN EASTER LILY

Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory 
of  a loved one? Each dedication is $15. This season, 
all are encouraged to order at www.myersparkumc.
org/announcements. Or send a check for $15 per 
dedication by noon March 10. Indicate in honor of  
(name) or in memory of  (name) on the check. Mail it 
to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, att.: 

Peg Broughton. All dedications must be received by 
March 10.

shoulders sagging from the weight of  life. A shut-in, a cancer 
patient, a baby born too soon, a young woman living with a 
rare disease.

I’ll let that young woman finish this story, about a prayer shawl 
making its way from Charlotte to little Bridgton, Maine, and 
how comfort sometimes finds us in the most unexpected ways. 
Here’s what Rosemary posted on Facebook, edited ever so 
slightly:

“After Lauren gave it to me, it never left my bed, and I greatly 
enjoyed it. Since Lauren’s death last March, it has gone 
everywhere with me, to medical procedures and so much 

more. Lauren and I had many of  the same medical conditions. 
I deal with so much that she had in the past. When she was 
still alive, we would text back and forth, giving each other 
reassurance and prayers. Now that she is gone, those texting 
conversations no longer happen. But I have the purple prayer 
shawl to remind me that she is always there with me. On those 
days that I am missing her even more than usual, I squeeze it 
even tighter.”

Need a prayer shawl? The unlocked closet outside the work room on 
the second floor of  the Parish Life Building is full of  them. Director of  
Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life. Reach him at 
ken@mpumc.org.

Continued From Front...

HOSPITALITY SESSION
All are invited to weigh in on precisely 

how radical the church is in its hospital-
ity: A hospitality listening session is set 

for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, in Room 
107 of  the Parish Life Building. Dinner 
is included. To reserve a place, e-mail 

Nancy Holmes at nholmes@mpumc.org 
by noon March 4. Rev. Parker Haynes 

explains: “We will thank those involved 
in hospitality and welcoming ministries 

as well as hear your thoughts on how we 
can grow as a church in being hospitable 

and welcoming toward all people who 
enter our church building. This listen-

ing session will offer an opportunity for 
you to provide feedback, thoughts and 
dreams about how our church can con-
tinue to be a welcoming congregation.”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...

Cecile Marie Rainey Browning, mother of  Bill Browning and grandmother of  Will Browning and Allison Gaddy, who 
died on February 6, 2016. 

LENT, DAY BY DAY

In case you missed it online, here is what the church shared about Dr. 
Howell’s nomination to serve as a bishop.

Our senior pastor has been nominated for election as a bishop 
of  The United Methodist Church. Every four years, delegates 
from all over the Southeastern United States meet at Lake 
Junaluska to elect new bishops to lead our annual conferences. 

Our current bishop, Larry 
Goodpaster, has served for the past 
eight years as the spiritual leader of  
our 1,000-plus churches and 300,000-
plus members in our Western North 
Carolina Conference. He and four 
other bishops from the Southeast are 
retiring, and those positions will be 
filled at the quadrennial Jurisdictional 
Conference meeting in July.

Candidates for those openings are 
nominated by each conference’s 
lay and clergy delegates to the 

Jurisdictional Conference. In October, our delegation 
nominated Rev. Amy Coles as their candidate. But then at 
a meeting of  the delegates on January 9, she surprisingly 
withdrew for family reasons. James was not present, and the 
group rallied around him, knowing he had declined to be 
considered for many years, but hoping to persuade him to 
reconsider.

At their next meeting on February 6, the group voted to 
nominate him for the office of  bishop. Leading up to the 

meeting, James did as he had been asked: He gave this 
prayerful consideration, spoke with current and former 
bishops who are friends, and also conversed with his closest 
friends and mentors. As he put it, “I have never wanted to 
serve as a bishop. But I do want to be open to whatever God 
might need me to do for the greater good of  the church. I 
love Myers Park, and have never for a moment wanted to 
leave. And if  I am not elected this summer, I will be happy as 
a lark to continue serving in this place I love.”

What will happen next? There are now 17 nominated 
candidates for the five open positions. No one can guess the 
likelihood of  any given candidate being elected. If, in July, 
James is elected, things would unfold pretty quickly, as he 
would begin his new work as bishop September 1. He could 
wind up serving anywhere from Richmond to Atlanta, from 
Charlotte to Louisville.

No one, including our own Bishop Goodpaster, can project 
who our new senior minister might be. This occurred once 
before at Myers Park. In July 1996, our senior minister Dr. 
Lawrence McCleskey was elected bishop and sent to the South 
Carolina Conference. Bishop Tom Stockton, a former senior 
pastor at Myers Park (and, incidentally, James’s father-in-law), 
served as an interim until the following summer when Dr. 
Julian Aldridge became our senior minister.

James and his family covet your prayers during this time of  
discernment. We are grateful for his 13 years (so far!) of  
service and leadership.

DR. HOWELL’S NOMINATION FOR BISHOP

LAUREN AND ROSEMARY...

EVEN IN WINTER, THERE 
WAS ROOM AT THIS INN

By Jen Rothacker

Snow is a big deal in the South. During last 
month’s storm, it led to something extraordinary. 
On Thursday January 21, our church hosted 12 
homeless guests through Room In The Inn. As 
ice and snow coated streets, guests wondered: Will 
we be turned out in the morning? Of  course not. 
Ministry coordinator Greg Wells invited guests to stay the entire day 
and that Friday night at church. Ten said yes, including a mother and 
her one-year-old baby. Greg bought lasagna and popcorn at Harris 
Teeter. Church members who had signed up for breakfast and dinner 
duty made it through the snow to serve. Greg wound up spending 41 
hours straight at the church. “It was a blessing,” he said.

Local missions coordinator Jen Rothacker welcomes the opportunity to talk about 
how you can live differently, in service to others. Reach her at 704-295-4820 or 
jen@mpumc.org



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

February 24, 2015

• BUILDING FEASIBILITY The committee looking at 
the future of  the church campus and facilities, and whether 
to renovate existing structures or build something new, 
welcomes the congregation’s feedback. Reach Chair Chan 
Martin at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com.

• END OF LIFE Four programs in April will help navigate 
end-of-life issues. The series, Tying Up Loose Ends, will gather 
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. On April 4, Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley and Marilyn Morenz will discuss living 
wills and health care power of  attorney. On April 11, Dr. 
Melanie Dobson will explore aging and spirituality. On April 
18, Director of  Communications Ken Garfield will talk 
about obituaries. On April 25, Rev. Bill Roth will discuss 
funerals. No reservations are needed. The congregation and 
community are invited. To reserve child care, reach Susan at 
704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

• LOVE TO COOK (FOR 120 PEOPLE)? A small team 
is forming to prepare lunch for women and children at the 
Salvation Army Center of  Hope homeless shelter the third 
and fourth Tuesdays of  each month. To sign up, reach 
Suzanne Johnson at 704-491-3915 or shj422@gmail.com.

• SERVE AT ELIZABETH HOUSE Elizabeth House 
provides a long-term shelter for families on their way to 
securing a home. The church provides meals and overnight 
hosts four weeks a year, including February 28 to March 
3. To volunteer, reach Sydney Warren at 704-907-4997 or 
sydneywarren@aol.com.

• SERVE AT MEN’S SHELTER Six to eight people are 
needed to serve dinner at the Men’s Shelter off  Statesville 
Avenue the second Tuesday of  each month, from 5:30 to 
7:00 p.m. You can stay longer to enjoy fellowship with the 
men. The next date is March 8. To sign up, reach Robin Lilly 
at robinlilly4@gmail.com.

• SCHOOL SUPPLIES Donations are welcome through 
February 29 for partner school Sedgefield Elementary: 
Dark-colored socks, copy paper, No. 2 pencils and spiral 
notebooks. Donations go in the bin in the Parish Life lobby. 
For delivery help: Mary Anne Lucas at mlucas16@att.net.

• MISSION TO ARMENIA Join the mission team traveling to 
Armenia July 17-29. The team, including Rev. Nathan Arledge, 
will travel to Berdzor in Nagorno-Karabakh to work with 
Project AGAPE, building  relationships with families by helping 
rebuild their homes. Details: Trip leader Jack Hankins at 704-
941-0691 or jchankins24@gmail.com.

• SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball Saturdays 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Youth Building Gym. Details: Bob Clark at 
704-366-4981.

• WANT TO BACKPACK? Men are invited to participate 
in a backpacking/camping ministry being organized by Rev. 
Parker Haynes and Daniel Stines. No experience is needed. The 
church will supply equipment. Reach Parker at 704-295-4823 or 
parker@mpumc.org.

• #LIVE DIFFERENTLY What does it mean to 
#livedifferently? Check out the web to learn more about this 
mission theme and how the congregation plans to define itself  
as a community in service. All are encouraged to pick up (and 
put on) a #livedifferently bracelet available around the campus.

• MUSIC TO MISSION The second annual Music To Mission 
concert at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, March 13, in Jubilee Hall will 
feature a night of  contemporary Christian music with 
the Church In The Round band and worship team, plus 
contemporary worship teams from Covenant and Myers 
Park Presbyterian churches. Contemporary Christian singer/
songwriter Cameron Moore will also perform. The event is free 
with first-come, first-served seating. An offering will support 
Charlotte Family Housing. Details: Jenni Hough at jenni@
mpumc.org.

• STEP, JUMP, LEAP The congregation’s input to reignite 
church efforts in five areas is welcome: Grow In Faith, Radical 
Hospitality, Community Building And Partnerships, Education, 
and Shelter. The project is called Step, Jump, Leap. To share an 
idea or ask a question, reach church member Dave Lank at 704-
909-8152.



By Ellen Spence

Youth Ministries staffer Ellen Spence reports from the 10th annual 
Women’s Retreat at Caraway Conference Center outside Asheboro.

You are beautifully made.

Our pastor Melanie (Dobson) kept repeating that to us 
again and again at the start of  our retreat. And she looked us 
right in the eye as she spoke! Let’s be honest. In a house where 

my husband, Simon, and I juggle two 
full-time jobs, two teen-age boys and two 
crazy dogs, I don’t often have someone 
reminding me that I am beautifully made.

And yet, it rang true.

Perhaps Melanie’s reminder resonated 
because of  the small group of  women 
with whom I bonded at the weekend 
retreat. We ranged in age from early 20s 
to late 90s, yet we found common ground 

in our life experiences, and our vulnerabilities. We laughed and 
cried together, and forged new relationships that will flourish 
beyond the retreat, and beyond the walls of  the church. Perhaps 
our bond came from learning a new card game, then listening 
as more and more women yelled “NERTS!” It might have been 
the act of  sharing Holy Communion that created the bond, 127 
women united by our faith.

Then someone asked me about my mom, Gena, and it hit me. 
That’s why being told I am beautifully made seemed so familiar 
to me. My mom! Let me be clear. She did not chant that to my 

younger sister, Kim, and me growing up. Instead, she loved us 
in that way, and loves us still in that way. She loves everyone in 
that way, making the other person feel beautiful inside and out.

That’s the lesson I took home from the women’s retreat. We 
are called to see one another as beautifully made, and to remind 
each other of  that fact when life’s inevitable challenges make us 
feel otherwise.

Thanks, Melanie. Thanks, Mom.

I Am Beautifully Made. And So Are You.

Ellen Spence
Ellen Spence and her mom, Gena Barnett.

Dr. Melanie Dobson led a yoga class on the Women’s Retreat. Here they are rocking a warrior pose.



SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

will feature the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/song-
writer Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free with 
first-come, first-served seating. An offering will support 
Charlotte Family Housing. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154, preschoolers in Room 161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel in 
bad weather. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

•  Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on the 
Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learning 
Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool for at-
risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note the designated spots in the Parish 
Life lot reserved for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.myersparkumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ devotional, Meditations 
For Lent 2016, are available around the church campus.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow prompts to the pastor on call.

Dr. James C. Howell

ORDER AN EASTER LILY

Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory 
of  a loved one? Each dedication is $15. This season, 
all are encouraged to order at www.myersparkumc.
org/announcements. Or send a check for $15 per 
dedication by noon March 10. Indicate in honor of  
(name) or in memory of  (name) on the check. Mail it 
to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, att.: 

Peg Broughton. All dedications must be received by 
March 10.

shoulders sagging from the weight of  life. A shut-in, a cancer 
patient, a baby born too soon, a young woman living with a 
rare disease.

I’ll let that young woman finish this story, about a prayer shawl 
making its way from Charlotte to little Bridgton, Maine, and 
how comfort sometimes finds us in the most unexpected ways. 
Here’s what Rosemary posted on Facebook, edited ever so 
slightly:

“After Lauren gave it to me, it never left my bed, and I greatly 
enjoyed it. Since Lauren’s death last March, it has gone 
everywhere with me, to medical procedures and so much 

more. Lauren and I had many of  the same medical conditions. 
I deal with so much that she had in the past. When she was 
still alive, we would text back and forth, giving each other 
reassurance and prayers. Now that she is gone, those texting 
conversations no longer happen. But I have the purple prayer 
shawl to remind me that she is always there with me. On those 
days that I am missing her even more than usual, I squeeze it 
even tighter.”

Need a prayer shawl? The unlocked closet outside the work room on 
the second floor of  the Parish Life Building is full of  them. Director of  
Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life. Reach him at 
ken@mpumc.org.

Continued From Front...

HOSPITALITY SESSION
All are invited to weigh in on precisely 

how radical the church is in its hospital-
ity: A hospitality listening session is set 

for 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, in Room 
107 of  the Parish Life Building. Dinner 
is included. To reserve a place, e-mail 

Nancy Holmes at nholmes@mpumc.org 
by noon March 4. Rev. Parker Haynes 

explains: “We will thank those involved 
in hospitality and welcoming ministries 

as well as hear your thoughts on how we 
can grow as a church in being hospitable 

and welcoming toward all people who 
enter our church building. This listen-

ing session will offer an opportunity for 
you to provide feedback, thoughts and 
dreams about how our church can con-
tinue to be a welcoming congregation.”

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...

Cecile Marie Rainey Browning, mother of  Bill Browning and grandmother of  Will Browning and Allison Gaddy, who 
died on February 6, 2016. 

LENT, DAY BY DAY

In case you missed it online, here is what the church shared about Dr. 
Howell’s nomination to serve as a bishop.

Our senior pastor has been nominated for election as a bishop 
of  The United Methodist Church. Every four years, delegates 
from all over the Southeastern United States meet at Lake 
Junaluska to elect new bishops to lead our annual conferences. 

Our current bishop, Larry 
Goodpaster, has served for the past 
eight years as the spiritual leader of  
our 1,000-plus churches and 300,000-
plus members in our Western North 
Carolina Conference. He and four 
other bishops from the Southeast are 
retiring, and those positions will be 
filled at the quadrennial Jurisdictional 
Conference meeting in July.

Candidates for those openings are 
nominated by each conference’s 
lay and clergy delegates to the 

Jurisdictional Conference. In October, our delegation 
nominated Rev. Amy Coles as their candidate. But then at 
a meeting of  the delegates on January 9, she surprisingly 
withdrew for family reasons. James was not present, and the 
group rallied around him, knowing he had declined to be 
considered for many years, but hoping to persuade him to 
reconsider.

At their next meeting on February 6, the group voted to 
nominate him for the office of  bishop. Leading up to the 

meeting, James did as he had been asked: He gave this 
prayerful consideration, spoke with current and former 
bishops who are friends, and also conversed with his closest 
friends and mentors. As he put it, “I have never wanted to 
serve as a bishop. But I do want to be open to whatever God 
might need me to do for the greater good of  the church. I 
love Myers Park, and have never for a moment wanted to 
leave. And if  I am not elected this summer, I will be happy as 
a lark to continue serving in this place I love.”

What will happen next? There are now 17 nominated 
candidates for the five open positions. No one can guess the 
likelihood of  any given candidate being elected. If, in July, 
James is elected, things would unfold pretty quickly, as he 
would begin his new work as bishop September 1. He could 
wind up serving anywhere from Richmond to Atlanta, from 
Charlotte to Louisville.

No one, including our own Bishop Goodpaster, can project 
who our new senior minister might be. This occurred once 
before at Myers Park. In July 1996, our senior minister Dr. 
Lawrence McCleskey was elected bishop and sent to the South 
Carolina Conference. Bishop Tom Stockton, a former senior 
pastor at Myers Park (and, incidentally, James’s father-in-law), 
served as an interim until the following summer when Dr. 
Julian Aldridge became our senior minister.

James and his family covet your prayers during this time of  
discernment. We are grateful for his 13 years (so far!) of  
service and leadership.

DR. HOWELL’S NOMINATION FOR BISHOP

LAUREN AND ROSEMARY...

EVEN IN WINTER, THERE 
WAS ROOM AT THIS INN

By Jen Rothacker

Snow is a big deal in the South. During last 
month’s storm, it led to something extraordinary. 
On Thursday January 21, our church hosted 12 
homeless guests through Room In The Inn. As 
ice and snow coated streets, guests wondered: Will 
we be turned out in the morning? Of  course not. 
Ministry coordinator Greg Wells invited guests to stay the entire day 
and that Friday night at church. Ten said yes, including a mother and 
her one-year-old baby. Greg bought lasagna and popcorn at Harris 
Teeter. Church members who had signed up for breakfast and dinner 
duty made it through the snow to serve. Greg wound up spending 41 
hours straight at the church. “It was a blessing,” he said.

Local missions coordinator Jen Rothacker welcomes the opportunity to talk about 
how you can live differently, in service to others. Reach her at 704-295-4820 or 
jen@mpumc.org



Lauren Reilly and Rosemary Wiser 
met on Facebook five years ago 

and became fast friends. Lauren lived in 
Charlotte and 
Rosemary in the 
little town of  
Bridgton, Maine, 
where it was 20 
below the day 
before she and I 
spoke by phone. 
The two young 
women, each in 
their 20s, shared 
a deep Christian 

faith, a passion for 
nursing, and a rare disease from which they 
found comfort in each other.

I shared Lauren’s story last May, how she 
belonged to Myers Park United Methodist, 
baby-sat the infants Sunday mornings at 
church, and refused to surrender to reflex 
sympathetic dystrophy syndrome. The 
central nervous system disease causes 
searing pain, swelling, stiffness and loss of  
strength. Lauren died on March 20, 2015. 
She was 25. At the memorial service in 
our Sanctuary, the congregation sang Joyful, 
Joyful, We Adore Thee.

Lauren lives on in many ways, which brings 
us to Rosemary.

The friendship that began online 
blossomed, to the point that Lauren and 
Rosemary spoke each day. They also visited 
each other. When she’d come to Charlotte, 
Rosemary would accompany Lauren to 
worship here. “It’s amazing,” Rosemary 
said of  our church. “And huge!” Rosemary, 
23, suffers as well from RSD, working as a 
nurse when she can, doing her best to live 
with the pain.

Early in their friendship, Lauren gave 
Rosemary a purple prayer shawl. Women 
in our church knit these shawls in the 
hope they find their way around someone’s 

By Ken Garfield
The churchwide conversation on race deepened with a 
focus on this community’s most explosive issue: How to 
desegregate Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and guarantee 
educational opportunity for all.

Some 100 people gathered in Jubilee Hall for a panel 
discussion featuring a trailblazer: Dorothy Counts-Scoggins 
endured rocks and racial slurs to help integrate Harding 
High in 1957. “The white community was not ready for 
me,” she said.

The question now is whether the white community is 
ready to address the fact that public schools are largely 
segregated by race and class. As School Board member Eric 
Davis shared, more than 75 percent of  children at 60 CMS 
schools are poor. Rather than busing, Davis talked about 
expanding magnet schools and voluntary choice options to 

create educational opportunities – so parents might willingly 
send their child to school with more minorities. Addressing 
black and white and rich and poor, Davis said, “Let’s figure 
out how to turn our differences into an advantage.”

How big is the challenge? The same evening 100 turned 
out to the program here, 1,000 flocked to Carmel Baptist 
for a student assignment forum, most against anything that 
threatens neighborhood schools.

Want to get involved in the race dialogue? E-mail peg@mpumc.org. 
This past Saturday, church members joined neighbors from The Park 
Church, an African-American congregation in Charlotte, in seeing 
the new movie, “Race,” celebrating Jesse Owens’ track and field feats 
at the 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany. Plans are under way for a 
church program explolring the current Charlotte magazine series on 
the Myers Park High School football team, made up last season of  
35 white players and 32 black.

Three upcoming opportunities of  interest:

• Ready for a shot of  springtime? The Children’s Circle 
preschool annual Spring Carnival is set for 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 23, in the Parish Life Build-
ing parking lot. It moves indoors in bad weather.  The 
annual fun and games to support church preschool proj-
ects will feature pony rides, photo booth, a pie-throwing 
contest for children, inflatables, Balloon Man, Chick-fil-
A, cupcakes by Southern Cake Queen, hot dogs by JJ’s 
Red Hots and more. The event, of  course, is open to 
friends, neighbors and everyone else in the community, 
including grandmas and grandpas. Details, including 
how to get involved, are coming.

• Church member Frances Baldwin will lead a workshop 
based on Brene’ Brown’s book, Rising Strong, focusing 
on finding the courage to transform personal struggle 

into bravery. The workshop will meet from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon Thursdays from April 7 to May 19 (no class April 
28) in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. Space is 
limited. To sign up, reach Frances Baldwin at 704-654-
0064 or frances@baldwindavis.com.

• Classes to learn CPR and how to use automatic defibril-
lators (AED) located around the church campus will be 
from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, and Thursday, 
March 17, in Room 110 of  the Parish Life Building. The 
class is for laypersons. Cost is $30, checks made out 
to the church, due by March 4. To make a reservation, 
contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@
mpumc.org. Leave your name, phone number and which 
class you want to attend.

SPRING CARNIVAL, RISING STRONG, CPR 

Continued Inside...

PROGRAM COMING MARCH 7:
‘BIBLE, HOMOSEXUALITY & MARRIAGE’

Lay leaders express their deep appreciation to all those church members who attended 
the congregational listening sessions on same gender marriage at Myers Park United 
Methodist. As the conversation continues…
• Dr. Howell will lead a program on The Bible, Homosexuality & Marriage at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, March 7, in Jubilee Hall. Our Senior Pastor offers this preview: “What does 
the Bible say about the issue, and people? What is marriage in the Bible? How from 
a biblical perspective does the Church and the Christian make sense of  changes in 
our society?”

• Links to articles, sermons and more on this topic can be found at  
www.myersparkumc.org.

• Those with a question or reflection to share with lay leaders can e-mail marriage@
mpumc.org or write “Marriage,” Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207.

INSIDE: I AM BEAUTIFULLY MADE. AND SO ARE YOU.

At a walk to raise awareness of  the chronic 
disease with which she and Lauren Reilly struggled 

together, Rosemary Wiser released butterflies in 
Lauren’s memory.

All was not lost on 
Super Bowl Sunday. The 
United Methodist-driven 
campaign to collect 
more food for the needy 
than our brothers and 
sisters in dreaded Denver 
produced a runaway 
victory. Carolinas 
congregations, Scouts and 
others, including Myers 
Park United Methodist, 
collected 636,891 food 
items. Denver collected 
360,664. Can anyone do 
the dab? Our canned 
goods and other items 
go to Loaves & Fishes 
food pantry in Charlotte, 
which needs donations all 
year long.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A Conversation On Faith
LAUREN AND ROSEMARY

TACKLING A TOUGH TOPIC: RACE AND OUR SCHOOLS

Ken Garfield




