
The following letter is signed by Dick Carter 
(Lay Leader); Mark Kinghorn (Administrative 
Board Chair 2016-17); Jim Rogers 
(Administrative Board Chair 2014-15); 
Dennis Soter (Finance Chair 2016-17); John 
Clarkson (Finance Chair 2013-15); Kate 
Maynard (Staff  Parish Chair 2015-16); Fred 
Bright (Staff  Parish Chair 2013-14); and 
Johanna Anderson (Board of  Trustees Chair 
2014-15).

Dear fellow members of  Myers Park 
United Methodist Church,

As the current and recent chairs of  our 
church’s governing committees, we are 
writing to you about an issue that we 
believe to be of  significant importance to 
our entire church family. 

As a result of  the Supreme Court’s 
decision last year  recognizing the legal 
right of  same gender couples to marry, 
many questions have arisen about same 
gender marriage for us at Myers Park 
Methodist, including whether our church 
will host same gender weddings and 
whether our clergy will perform such 
weddings.

In considering these questions, we 
are guided by our church’s mission 
statement: “We are the body of  Christ, 
growing in faith and serving others.” We 
value the fact that Myers Park Methodist 
has always been a place where differences 
can be embraced in a manner that 
reflects the inherent diversity of  the body 
of  Christ. We recognize and appreciate 
that individuals in our church family hold 
differing beliefs, opinions and emotions 
about human sexuality and same gender 
marriage. We believe that through 
compassion and openness to each other, 
our church family can explore these 
questions, and any other questions, with 
respect, love and unity.

While The Book of  Discipline, which 
governs the United Methodist 
Church, contains provisions opposing 
homosexuality, there is great 
disagreement within the denomination 
on this issue. The Book of  Discipline 

also provides that our clergy have the 
responsibility to provide their best 
pastoral care for their people. This 
includes deciding whom they will marry. 
In making this decision, our clergy are 
guided by state law, the rules of  the 
United Methodist Church, and individual 
church policies like ours, which stipulate 
that one must be an active member of  
the church to be married in our church. 

As you can imagine, United Methodist 
ministers across the country are making 
individual decisions about whom to 
marry. Some are choosing to marry same 
gender couples, notwithstanding the 
denominational stance, and some are 
choosing not to do so.

After prayer and discussion, we affirm 
support for our Myers Park Methodist 
clergy as they make individual decisions 
about whom they will marry through 
personal prayer and discernment.

We will host two opportunities for our 
congregation to share our feelings, 
thoughts and questions about same 
gender marriage. We hope you can join 
us and the clergy to explore these issues 
on February 9, 2016, at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary, or on February 11, 2016, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Prior to 
those meetings, we ask that each of  you 
prayerfully reflect on your own personal 
feelings about same gender marriage 
in our church. If  you have questions 
or topics that you would like to have 
addressed at the meetings, please send 
them by email to marriage@mpumc.org, 
or mail them to the following address: 
Marriage, Myers Park UMC, 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

Your thoughts are important to us. We 
believe this is one more opportunity 
for us to be the Body of  Christ, loving 
one another, honoring our differences 
and bearing witness to God’s love for 
all of  us as together we continue in our 
collective mission to grow in faith and 
serve others. 

Director of  Young Adult Ministries Ryan Blalock has left 
his church post after four-plus years of  connecting 20- and 
30-somethings with their faith.

Ryan, whose background is in business, starts work January 
27 as an Organization Development Consultant with the 
City of  Charlotte. Part of  the Human Resources team, he’ll 
focus on making city government more efficient. He’s suited 
for the work, having earned two Masters degrees in Business 
Administration and Organizational Development. While he’s 
leaving his job at Myers Park United Methodist, he and his 
wife, Ellen, will continue to make this their church home.

Ryan helped grow the ministry to young adults (singles and 
couples), offering several hundred participants a range of  
faith and fellowship opportunities: Sunday School classes, 
Bible and book studies, mission trips, lunch outings after 

Sunday worship, ski trips and more. One 
Sunday after worship, a dozen young adults 
drove uptown to take in a Holocaust exhibit 
at the Levine Museum of  the New South. 
The work continues: A Young Adults 
pilgrimage in April will explore ministries 
from Tijuana, Mexico, to Los Angeles.

“I’ve tried to give people the gift of  
curiosity,” Ryan says. “Helping people ask 
tough questions about their faith. And 

finding contentment in not having the answers but being 
drawn into the mystery and awe of  the unknown. That’s the 
place we come face to face with God.”

For more on Young Adults Ministries, reach Dr. Melanie Dobson at 
704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org.

Youth Ministries staffer Ellen Spence shares an encounter involving the #lifedifferently brace-
let she wears, signaling a commitment to do God’s work. Bracelets are available around the 
church campus. Have a story about your bracelet? E-mail it to ken@mpumc.org.

Last night as I was leaving the drug store, I ran into a man outside the door. He 
asked me to stop and talk. I assumed he was going to ask for money. Instead, 
he began sharing how he had been in the hospital after being robbed. As I put 
my hand on his shoulder, my #livedifferently bracelet slipped out from under 
my warm, winter coat. I asked my new friend, William, if  he’d wait for me while 
I ran to church to get him a blanket. It was H.O.T. Wednesday, so Director of  
Food Service Shebra Claypool gave me a warm dinner to share. I also grabbed a 
bus pass for William. We talked for 30 more minutes. Through tears, he told me 
he’d been homeless since 1984. I asked William if  he’d take a bracelet to remind 
him that I would be praying for him, as would my church family. He gladly took 
the bracelet. My heart was broken and yet full, for William and all the other 
Williams out there.

A STORY ABOUT WILLIAM, AND LIVING DIFFERENTLY

Ryan Blalock

Ellen and William share their bracelets, encour-
aging us to take their faith Beyond the Walls to 
make a difference in the lives of  others.

Sad news for Myers 
Park United Methodist: 
Assistant Director of  
Children’s Ministries 
Kristen Surratt is leaving 
February 11 to become 
Director of  Discipleship 
at First United Methodist 
Church in Belmont. 
The Senior Pastor there 
is someone we know 
and love – our former 
Associate, Rev. George 
Ragsdale. Working at 
Myers Park United 
Methodist in various 
capacities since 2004, 
Kristen has shared her 
love and Christian care 
with so many of  our 
families, in so many ways. 
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Marriage At Myers Park
A LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION

RYAN BLALOCK LEAVING CHURCH (WELL, JUST HIS JOB)



SHROVE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• Pancake supper from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

with pancakes, topping bar, king cake, mask-making and 
a parade. Dog treats and bird seed ornaments made by 
children of  the church will be for sale, proceeds support-
ing ZOE, which helps orphans and vulnerable children 
across Africa. The supper costs $7 for adults and $5 for 
children up to age 12. For reservations, reach Christine 
Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org with name, 
number of  adult and number of  child meals.

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• Ash Wednesday services at 11:00 (musical soloists) and 

7:00 p.m. (Chamber Singers and Junior Choir) in the 
Sanctuary. Child care for ages five and under (not yet in 
kindergarten) in Room 251 for the morning service, and 
Room 154 for the evening service.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall will feature the Church In The Round band and 
worship team, plus contemporary worship teams from 
Covenant and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/
songwriter Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free 
with first-come, first-served seating. An offering will sup-
port Charlotte Family Housing.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154, preschoolers in Room 161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching. Moves to Francis Chapel if  
the weather is bad. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 
154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

• Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
beloved church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn 
on the Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family 
photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learn-
ing Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool 
for at-risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note designated spots in the Parish Life lot 
for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

Shannon Sullivan

LENTEN OFFERINGS
Lenten Practices this season will include fasting, yoga, 

compassionate listening, a Spartan Race challenge 
and centering prayer. For dates of  activities, times, 

other details and to sign up, reach Dr. Melanie Dob-
son at 704-295-4840 or Melanie@mpumc.org or visit 

www.mpumc.org/smallgroups. 

Children’s Ministries will offer a four-week study of  
Sabbath for parents and children from 4:00 to 5:30 

p.m. Sundays from February 21 to March 13 starting 
in Francis Chapel. Child care is available for ages five 
and under. The theme: Letting go of  the controls one 

day a week and letting God be God. Details: Jenna 
Zello at jenna@mpumc.org.

A gift from the heart...

In early February, Myers Park United Methodist Church 
will launch a campaign offering everyone an opportunity to 
sponsor a preschool and kindergarten child in Haiti. For $40 a 
month – $480 annually – a scholarship will provide a student 
with a uniform, school supplies, shoes, electricity for school, a 
portion of  teacher’s salaries, access to a library and a hot meal 
each day. Sponsors have the opportunity to develop a personal 
relationship with the student by writing letters and sending 
photographs, learning about the student, their community and 

future plans. You can learn more about the ministry in the 
lobby of  the Parish Life Building on Sunday, February 7 and 
14, or by visiting the church website at www.mpumc.org.

At 6:45 p.m. Monday, February 8, in Jubilee Hall, pastor 
Actionnel Fleurisma, our church’s long-time friend and 
ministry partner in Bayonnais, Haiti, will be here for Breaking 
Bread With Actionnel. The gathering will offer more about 
sponsoring a child, and our continuing missions work in Haiti. 
Plus a variety of  breads and cookies.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Bette J. Bussewitz, mother of  Kay Dando, who died on January 
9, 2016. Anthony Charles “Chuck” Austin, brother of  Amy 
Redmond and uncle of  Austin, Miller and Josie Redmond, 
who died on January 13, 2016. John Southall Sumner Jr., 
father of  Vince Sumner, grandfather of  Mabry and Ainsley 
Sumner, brother of  Thom Sumner, uncle of  Charles Sumner, 
Katherine Spinak and Susan Sumner and great-uncle of  Trey 
Sumner, Julia and Brady Spinak and Luke Dunham, who 
died on January 15, 2016. Barbara White Peacock, wife of  Ward 

Peacock, who died on January 20, 2016. Lillian M. Humphries, 
great-aunt of  Jewels Edwards and aunt of  Lillian Souers and 
Susan Mazella, who died on January 20, 2016. Mary Crews, 
friend and care receiver of  Eileen Bird, who died on January 
22, 2016.  

Babies
Walter Glenn Stevens, son of  Jessica and David Stevens and 
brother of  Anna Lynne Stevens, born on January 11, 2016.

LENT, DAY BY DAY

UNC Charlotte philosophy professor and author Shannon 
Sullivan will share her views on race at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 

February 1, in Jubilee Hall. Her 
conversation with Dr. Howell that 
evening springs from a lay-led effort at 
Myers Park United Methodist to address 
society’s prejudice – an initiative sparked 
by the church murders in Charleston. 
To join the continuing conversation, 
e-mail peg@mpumc.org. Dr. Shannon 
here addresses three questions posed by 
the Cornerstone. Her book – Good White 
People: The Problem With Middle-Class White 

Anti-Racism – is for sale in the Goodness 
Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby.

Q. Why does prejudice fester in our country and city?

A. We have drawn sharp lines between those who count as 
full persons and those who are seen as “subpersons.” Part of  
what is so insidious about these lines is that they tend to be 
invisible, humming along fairly undetected – at least by those 
who count as full persons.

Q. We just put you in charge? What will you do to 
eliminate racism?

A. The first step is to realize that racisms can’t be eliminated, 
at least not anytime soon. Even if  we could magically wipe 
people’s minds and memories clean, the effects of  racism 
– harmful for people of  color, beneficial for middle- and 
upper-class white people – are passed on from one generation 
to the next. The effects of  racism are also embodied in how 
we generate and distribute wealth. All of  that would have to 
change to eliminate racism, which is why it isn’t going away 
in the foreseeable future. So the question shifts: What can be 
done to promote the flourishing of  black, Hispanic and other 
people of  color in the midst of  stubborn, ongoing racism?

Q. We are a nearly all-white, affluent mainstream church 
where a handful of  members feel moved to address the 
racial divide. What we can do to forge reconciliation in 
our midst? 

A. We – and I’ll include myself  as a white person – haven’t 
yet developed the ability to reconcile with other racial groups. 
That’s a step down the road, after middle-class and affluent 
white people do a lot of  work learning how to talk about race, 
and how to acknowledge our own whiteness and white-class 
privilege. Before reconciliation can take place, white people 
have to get rid of  the lifeboat of  color blindness that we cling 
to, believing that what we need to do to eliminate racism is to 
not see race. This will feel uncomfortable and even risky, since 
openly talking about race in concrete ways is not what good 
white people are supposed to do.

Program February 1: 
THREE QUESTIONS ON RACE

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SPONSOR A CHILD IN HAITICopies of  Shannon’s 
book, Good White 

People: The Problem 
with Middle-Class White 
Anti-Racism, is available 

in our church gfit shop, 
Goodness Gracious!



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

January 27, 2015
• SERIES ON CAREGIVING Caregiving will be the focus 

of  a four-part series from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Tuesdays from 
February 9 to March 1 in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Marriage and Family Therapist Susan Sabatini, 
LMFTA, will lead the conversation. Participants will be able 
to share stories of  caring for a loved one with an illness or 
chronic condition. Among the questions to consider: How 
do you create a new normal in your life? To reserve a spot, 
e-mail Susan at susanjsabatini@yahoo.com.

• GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP Rev. Bill Roth and Parish 
Nurse Susan Mobley are leading a support group for those 
dealing with the loss of  a loved one. It meets the first 
Monday of  each month from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. in Room 110 
of  the Parish Life Building. The next gathering is February 
1. To learn more, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

• WANT TO BACKPACK? Men are invited to participate 
in a backpacking/camping ministry being organized by Rev. 
Parker Haynes and Daniel Stines. No experience is needed. 
The church will supply equipment. A first trip is planned 
February 12-14, destination to be determined. Reach Parker 
at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org.

• #LIVE DIFFERENTLY What does it mean to 
#livedifferently? Check out the web to learn more about this 
mission theme and how the congregation is defining itself  as 
a community in service. All are encouraged to pick up and 
put on a #livedifferently bracelet.

• DONATE BLANKETS Donations of  new and gently 
used blankets are welcome through January 31 in the bin in 
the Parish Life lobby. Building. It’s part of  the church’s Cover 
Charlotte initiative. You can also take a blanket to hand out to 
someone in need.

• GIVE BLOOD The next blood drive is 7:30 a.m. to noon 
Sunday, February 14, in the Youth Building gym. Walk-ins 
are welcome, but appointments are encouraged. Sign up 
from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, January 31 and February 7, 
in the Parish Life lobby.

• ENDLESS LOVE A Valentine’s Day treat: Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones and frequent church soloist Zuri will present a 
concert, Endless Love, at the Adults Plus! gathering at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 17, in the Sanctuary. They’ll sing music 
from Patsy Cline to classic Broadway duets. A $5 lunch (beef  
tips with noodles and more) follows at noon in Jubilee Hall. All 
ages are welcome. For reservations by noon February 16, call 
704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• MISSION TO MINISTERS The church will once again 
host a day of  learning for clergy – Mission To Ministers – from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 23. Professor Elaine 
Heath of  Perkins School of  Theology at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Texas, will explore Wisdom From Galatians 
For The Anxious Church. While it’s meant for clergy, laity can 
attend. The program is free, lunch is $15.

• HOW SHALL WE LIVE? Sign up for a retreat August 
17-19 at Caraway Conference Center in Asheboro led by Rev. 
Bill Roth. Designed for adults ages 55 to 75, the gathering is 
inspired by Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, Shall We Live? Four 
Simple Questions That Reveal the Beauty and Meaning of  Our Lives. 
Cost ranges from $175 to $200. Learn more, and sign up, at 
www.mpumc.org/adults.

• MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth and counselor 
Bronah Livingston will lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 
9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, February 20, in Room 108 of  
the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets the premarital 
counseling requirements for those getting married here. It’s 
free for those getting married at the church, $30 per couple 
for others, payable the day of  the workshop by cash or check. 
To register by February 18: Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org.

• MISSION: COSTA RICA Sign up for mission trips to San 
Isidro, Costa Rica, to work construction and build relationships 
– March 19-26, and March 26 to April 2, 2016. Register 
by February 4. Reach Nancy Holmes at 704-295-4827 or 
nholmes@mpumc.org.



By Ken Garfield

A Building Feasibility Committee is looking at the future of  the 
church campus and whether to renovate existing space, build a 
new structure or both.

Church member Chan Martin, chair of  the 12-person 
committee, stresses that no decision has been made. There is 
no timeline for a decision. No one is raising any money. Almost 
any change would require rezoning. But as the committee has 
spent the past year studying the needs of  the 5,200-member 
congregation, and talking with church staff  and laity, some 
challenges are becoming clear: Most church ministries lack 
space to do their work, to do God’s work. The Youth Building 
– spiritual home to 250 young people in Grades 6-12 – presents 
many (and expensive) maintenance problems and is short of  
worship and meeting space. There is a need for more gathering 
space for groups that don’t require spacious Jubilee Hall. The 
maze-like quality of  the campus – where buildings don’t easily 
connect from one to another – can intimidate visitors and make 
it more difficult to practice radical hospitality. Missions would 
benefit from better designed space. The gym is outdated. A lack 
of  parking has long been a problem.

It’s been more than 15 years since a similar study has been done 
at the church.

At two January listening sessions with selected staff  and lay 
leaders, the committee welcomed suggestions on what the 
church should do, framing the conversation with two key 

points: “This might be the last bite of  the apple,” Martin told 
the groups, noting there’s little space left to build or expand on 
this corner. Committee member and architect David Bellamy 
challenged the church to “Dream big. At this point, everything 
(except the Sanctuary) is on the table.”

Initial sketches shared at the listening session as a conversation-
starter depicted a four-story building that might replace the 
Youth Building. It included gathering space and modern 
meeting space, plus a plan to connect church buildings with 
convenient pathways. Options also include building on the 
existing Parish Life lot.

Martin says the committee has substantial work to do, including 
visiting other churches and institutions that have recently 
expanded to learn what has worked. He stressed that whatever 
the church decides in the way of  expansion, new space needs 
to be flexible enough to serve more than one ministry purpose, 
meet changing technology requirements, enhance community, 
and meet security needs in this changing world.

As work continues, sessions will be held to get broader feedback 
from the congregation. Once the committee has done its 
work, and made a recommendation, the decision rests with the 
church’s Board of  Trustees.

Building Feasibility Committee Chair Chan Martin welcomes questions 
and conversation. Reach him at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com.

OUR CHURCH, OUR BUILDINGS, 
OUR FUTURE

Our beautiful church and campus. Photo by church member Albert Dulin (via a drone).



SHROVE TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
• Pancake supper from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

with pancakes, topping bar, king cake, mask-making and 
a parade. Dog treats and bird seed ornaments made by 
children of  the church will be for sale, proceeds support-
ing ZOE, which helps orphans and vulnerable children 
across Africa. The supper costs $7 for adults and $5 for 
children up to age 12. For reservations, reach Christine 
Mull at 704-295-4815 or cmull@mpumc.org with name, 
number of  adult and number of  child meals.

ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• Ash Wednesday services at 11:00 (musical soloists) and 

7:00 p.m. (Chamber Singers and Junior Choir) in the 
Sanctuary. Child care for ages five and under (not yet in 
kindergarten) in Room 251 for the morning service, and 
Room 154 for the evening service.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall will feature the Church In The Round band and 
worship team, plus contemporary worship teams from 
Covenant and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/
songwriter Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free 
with first-come, first-served seating. An offering will sup-
port Charlotte Family Housing.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154, preschoolers in Room 161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching. Moves to Francis Chapel if  
the weather is bad. Child care starts at 6:45 a.m. in Room 
154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

• Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
beloved church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn 
on the Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family 
photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learn-
ing Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool 
for at-risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note designated spots in the Parish Life lot 
for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

Shannon Sullivan

LENTEN OFFERINGS
Lenten Practices this season will include fasting, yoga, 

compassionate listening, a Spartan Race challenge 
and centering prayer. For dates of  activities, times, 

other details and to sign up, reach Dr. Melanie Dob-
son at 704-295-4840 or Melanie@mpumc.org or visit 

www.mpumc.org/smallgroups. 

Children’s Ministries will offer a four-week study of  
Sabbath for parents and children from 4:00 to 5:30 

p.m. Sundays from February 21 to March 13 starting 
in Francis Chapel. Child care is available for ages five 
and under. The theme: Letting go of  the controls one 

day a week and letting God be God. Details: Jenna 
Zello at jenna@mpumc.org.

A gift from the heart...

In early February, Myers Park United Methodist Church 
will launch a campaign offering everyone an opportunity to 
sponsor a preschool and kindergarten child in Haiti. For $40 a 
month – $480 annually – a scholarship will provide a student 
with a uniform, school supplies, shoes, electricity for school, a 
portion of  teacher’s salaries, access to a library and a hot meal 
each day. Sponsors have the opportunity to develop a personal 
relationship with the student by writing letters and sending 
photographs, learning about the student, their community and 

future plans. You can learn more about the ministry in the 
lobby of  the Parish Life Building on Sunday, February 7 and 
14, or by visiting the church website at www.mpumc.org.

At 6:45 p.m. Monday, February 8, in Jubilee Hall, pastor 
Actionnel Fleurisma, our church’s long-time friend and 
ministry partner in Bayonnais, Haiti, will be here for Breaking 
Bread With Actionnel. The gathering will offer more about 
sponsoring a child, and our continuing missions work in Haiti. 
Plus a variety of  breads and cookies.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Bette J. Bussewitz, mother of  Kay Dando, who died on January 
9, 2016. Anthony Charles “Chuck” Austin, brother of  Amy 
Redmond and uncle of  Austin, Miller and Josie Redmond, 
who died on January 13, 2016. John Southall Sumner Jr., 
father of  Vince Sumner, grandfather of  Mabry and Ainsley 
Sumner, brother of  Thom Sumner, uncle of  Charles Sumner, 
Katherine Spinak and Susan Sumner and great-uncle of  Trey 
Sumner, Julia and Brady Spinak and Luke Dunham, who 
died on January 15, 2016. Barbara White Peacock, wife of  Ward 

Peacock, who died on January 20, 2016. Lillian M. Humphries, 
great-aunt of  Jewels Edwards and aunt of  Lillian Souers and 
Susan Mazella, who died on January 20, 2016. Mary Crews, 
friend and care receiver of  Eileen Bird, who died on January 
22, 2016.  

Babies
Walter Glenn Stevens, son of  Jessica and David Stevens and 
brother of  Anna Lynne Stevens, born on January 11, 2016.

LENT, DAY BY DAY

UNC Charlotte philosophy professor and author Shannon 
Sullivan will share her views on race at 7:00 p.m. Monday, 

February 1, in Jubilee Hall. Her 
conversation with Dr. Howell that 
evening springs from a lay-led effort at 
Myers Park United Methodist to address 
society’s prejudice – an initiative sparked 
by the church murders in Charleston. 
To join the continuing conversation, 
e-mail peg@mpumc.org. Dr. Shannon 
here addresses three questions posed by 
the Cornerstone. Her book – Good White 
People: The Problem With Middle-Class White 

Anti-Racism – is for sale in the Goodness 
Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby.

Q. Why does prejudice fester in our country and city?

A. We have drawn sharp lines between those who count as 
full persons and those who are seen as “subpersons.” Part of  
what is so insidious about these lines is that they tend to be 
invisible, humming along fairly undetected – at least by those 
who count as full persons.

Q. We just put you in charge? What will you do to 
eliminate racism?

A. The first step is to realize that racisms can’t be eliminated, 
at least not anytime soon. Even if  we could magically wipe 
people’s minds and memories clean, the effects of  racism 
– harmful for people of  color, beneficial for middle- and 
upper-class white people – are passed on from one generation 
to the next. The effects of  racism are also embodied in how 
we generate and distribute wealth. All of  that would have to 
change to eliminate racism, which is why it isn’t going away 
in the foreseeable future. So the question shifts: What can be 
done to promote the flourishing of  black, Hispanic and other 
people of  color in the midst of  stubborn, ongoing racism?

Q. We are a nearly all-white, affluent mainstream church 
where a handful of  members feel moved to address the 
racial divide. What we can do to forge reconciliation in 
our midst? 

A. We – and I’ll include myself  as a white person – haven’t 
yet developed the ability to reconcile with other racial groups. 
That’s a step down the road, after middle-class and affluent 
white people do a lot of  work learning how to talk about race, 
and how to acknowledge our own whiteness and white-class 
privilege. Before reconciliation can take place, white people 
have to get rid of  the lifeboat of  color blindness that we cling 
to, believing that what we need to do to eliminate racism is to 
not see race. This will feel uncomfortable and even risky, since 
openly talking about race in concrete ways is not what good 
white people are supposed to do.

Program February 1: 
THREE QUESTIONS ON RACE

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SPONSOR A CHILD IN HAITICopies of  Shannon’s 
book, Good White 

People: The Problem 
with Middle-Class White 
Anti-Racism, is available 

in our church gfit shop, 
Goodness Gracious!



The following letter is signed by Dick Carter 
(Lay Leader); Mark Kinghorn (Administrative 
Board Chair 2016-17); Jim Rogers 
(Administrative Board Chair 2014-15); 
Dennis Soter (Finance Chair 2016-17); John 
Clarkson (Finance Chair 2013-15); Kate 
Maynard (Staff  Parish Chair 2015-16); Fred 
Bright (Staff  Parish Chair 2013-14); and 
Johanna Anderson (Board of  Trustees Chair 
2014-15).

Dear fellow members of  Myers Park 
United Methodist Church,

As the current and recent chairs of  our 
church’s governing committees, we are 
writing to you about an issue that we 
believe to be of  significant importance to 
our entire church family. 

As a result of  the Supreme Court’s 
decision last year  recognizing the legal 
right of  same gender couples to marry, 
many questions have arisen about same 
gender marriage for us at Myers Park 
Methodist, including whether our church 
will host same gender weddings and 
whether our clergy will perform such 
weddings.

In considering these questions, we 
are guided by our church’s mission 
statement: “We are the body of  Christ, 
growing in faith and serving others.” We 
value the fact that Myers Park Methodist 
has always been a place where differences 
can be embraced in a manner that 
reflects the inherent diversity of  the body 
of  Christ. We recognize and appreciate 
that individuals in our church family hold 
differing beliefs, opinions and emotions 
about human sexuality and same gender 
marriage. We believe that through 
compassion and openness to each other, 
our church family can explore these 
questions, and any other questions, with 
respect, love and unity.

While The Book of  Discipline, which 
governs the United Methodist 
Church, contains provisions opposing 
homosexuality, there is great 
disagreement within the denomination 
on this issue. The Book of  Discipline 

also provides that our clergy have the 
responsibility to provide their best 
pastoral care for their people. This 
includes deciding whom they will marry. 
In making this decision, our clergy are 
guided by state law, the rules of  the 
United Methodist Church, and individual 
church policies like ours, which stipulate 
that one must be an active member of  
the church to be married in our church. 

As you can imagine, United Methodist 
ministers across the country are making 
individual decisions about whom to 
marry. Some are choosing to marry same 
gender couples, notwithstanding the 
denominational stance, and some are 
choosing not to do so.

After prayer and discussion, we affirm 
support for our Myers Park Methodist 
clergy as they make individual decisions 
about whom they will marry through 
personal prayer and discernment.

We will host two opportunities for our 
congregation to share our feelings, 
thoughts and questions about same 
gender marriage. We hope you can join 
us and the clergy to explore these issues 
on February 9, 2016, at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Sanctuary, or on February 11, 2016, 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Prior to 
those meetings, we ask that each of  you 
prayerfully reflect on your own personal 
feelings about same gender marriage 
in our church. If  you have questions 
or topics that you would like to have 
addressed at the meetings, please send 
them by email to marriage@mpumc.org, 
or mail them to the following address: 
Marriage, Myers Park UMC, 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. 

Your thoughts are important to us. We 
believe this is one more opportunity 
for us to be the Body of  Christ, loving 
one another, honoring our differences 
and bearing witness to God’s love for 
all of  us as together we continue in our 
collective mission to grow in faith and 
serve others. 

Director of  Young Adult Ministries Ryan Blalock has left 
his church post after four-plus years of  connecting 20- and 
30-somethings with their faith.

Ryan, whose background is in business, starts work January 
27 as an Organization Development Consultant with the 
City of  Charlotte. Part of  the Human Resources team, he’ll 
focus on making city government more efficient. He’s suited 
for the work, having earned two Masters degrees in Business 
Administration and Organizational Development. While he’s 
leaving his job at Myers Park United Methodist, he and his 
wife, Ellen, will continue to make this their church home.

Ryan helped grow the ministry to young adults (singles and 
couples), offering several hundred participants a range of  
faith and fellowship opportunities: Sunday School classes, 
Bible and book studies, mission trips, lunch outings after 

Sunday worship, ski trips and more. One 
Sunday after worship, a dozen young adults 
drove uptown to take in a Holocaust exhibit 
at the Levine Museum of  the New South. 
The work continues: A Young Adults 
pilgrimage in April will explore ministries 
from Tijuana, Mexico, to Los Angeles.

“I’ve tried to give people the gift of  
curiosity,” Ryan says. “Helping people ask 
tough questions about their faith. And 

finding contentment in not having the answers but being 
drawn into the mystery and awe of  the unknown. That’s the 
place we come face to face with God.”

For more on Young Adults Ministries, reach Dr. Melanie Dobson at 
704-295-4840 or melanie@mpumc.org.

Youth Ministries staffer Ellen Spence shares an encounter involving the #lifedifferently brace-
let she wears, signaling a commitment to do God’s work. Bracelets are available around the 
church campus. Have a story about your bracelet? E-mail it to ken@mpumc.org.

Last night as I was leaving the drug store, I ran into a man outside the door. He 
asked me to stop and talk. I assumed he was going to ask for money. Instead, 
he began sharing how he had been in the hospital after being robbed. As I put 
my hand on his shoulder, my #livedifferently bracelet slipped out from under 
my warm, winter coat. I asked my new friend, William, if  he’d wait for me while 
I ran to church to get him a blanket. It was H.O.T. Wednesday, so Director of  
Food Service Shebra Claypool gave me a warm dinner to share. I also grabbed a 
bus pass for William. We talked for 30 more minutes. Through tears, he told me 
he’d been homeless since 1984. I asked William if  he’d take a bracelet to remind 
him that I would be praying for him, as would my church family. He gladly took 
the bracelet. My heart was broken and yet full, for William and all the other 
Williams out there.

A STORY ABOUT WILLIAM, AND LIVING DIFFERENTLY

Ryan Blalock

Ellen and William share their bracelets, encour-
aging us to take their faith Beyond the Walls to 
make a difference in the lives of  others.

Sad news for Myers 
Park United Methodist: 
Assistant Director of  
Children’s Ministries 
Kristen Surratt is leaving 
February 11 to become 
Director of  Discipleship 
at First United Methodist 
Church in Belmont. 
The Senior Pastor there 
is someone we know 
and love – our former 
Associate, Rev. George 
Ragsdale. Working at 
Myers Park United 
Methodist in various 
capacities since 2004, 
Kristen has shared her 
love and Christian care 
with so many of  our 
families, in so many ways. 
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Marriage At Myers Park
A LETTER TO THE CONGREGATION

RYAN BLALOCK LEAVING CHURCH (WELL, JUST HIS JOB)




