
Christmas, 2015
With candles held high and hope 

made real through generosity, we 
will unite to affirm the Savior’s birth…

• From jazz in the afternoon to 
candlelight and Holy Communion in 
the moments before midnight, the 
schedule of  six services is inside the 
Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.org. 
There is no child care on Christmas 
Eve. Those who can’t make it to 
worship, or who live far away, can 
still “join” us: The 6:00, 8:00 and 
11:00 p.m. will be livestreamed at 
www.mpumc.org.

• Christmas Eve inspires a great 
gathering. Arrive early to savor a few 
moments’ reflection and fellowship 
in the Sanctuary and Jubilee 
Hall. Those running late will find 
additional seating for the 3:00 and 
6:00 p.m. services in Jubilee Hall. As 
for parking, please honor the senior 
citizen and handicapped spots in 
the Parish Life lot. Those who are 
able are invited to leave the closer-
in spaces for those who need them 
most, and enjoy the walk to worship.

• Bring canned goods and other 
nonperishables for Loaves & Fishes. 
Donations go in the bin in the 
Parish Life lobby, or by the bin if  
enough people remember the needy 
on this day. The food pantry served 
78,602 people in 2014, half  of  them 
children.

• The offering will go to the church 
partnership with Sedgefield 
Elementary and Middle schools, 
and ministry partner OFCB in 
Bayonnais, Haiti, to help build 
classrooms. Checks can be made 
out to the church with Christmas Eve 
Offering on the memo line.

• On the way home from worship, 
take a flyer and blue rubber bracelet 
that declares #LiveDifferently. The 
flyer shares details on some of  
the ways to serve through Myers 
Park United Methodist. With 
the hymns of  the season still on 
our lips and a hurting world still 
out there, consider it a challenge. 
#LiveDifferently.

At a time like this, at any time really, you wonder how Scripture, song or 
even the soft glow of  a candle can help. You’ve lost a loved one. People 
everywhere are celebrating the season. And all you want to do is curl up 
and cry. Yet here you are, among the 40 wounded souls at the annual 
Service of  Hope and Consolation, drawn to Francis Chapel by the promise 
of  something that might somehow soothe the hurt. These 40 minutes of  
worship are rich in beautiful words and sentiments, some set to music, 
about God coming to us in our suffering. God knowing our pain. God 
weeping with us. And yet the comfort doesn’t end with Him. We are 
part of  the healing, too – friends, neighbors and coworkers, sons and 
daughters, casual acquaintances at church, all called to be the heart of  
God. Called to weep. “Just standing with the hurting is a holy and sacred 
privilege,” Rev. Bill Roth tells the gathering. He’s speaking not to the 
bereaved, but to the rest of  us. “Life is short,” he says in the benediction. 
“Be swift to love.”

• Ken Garfield

• A recent $50,000 gift from Myers Park United Meth-
odist Church to Charlotte Family Housing will go for 
general operating expenses and help the nonprofit move 
more homeless families to stable housing. Writes Execu-
tive Director Stephen Smith: “The support will allow 
us to do several things, including clinical social work 
support services, shelter and rental support for families. 
The support is especially important this year as HUD is 
refocusing its financial support to chronically homeless 
individuals and non-working families.” Charlotte Family 
Housing (www.charlottefamilyhousing.org) partnered 
with 1,245 individuals moving away from homeless-
ness this past year, which includes 829 children. That’s 
a 50-percent increase over the number from the previ-
ous year. To get involved in ministries to the homeless, 
reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at 704-295-4816 or nathan@
mpumc.org.

• Singers of  all abilities are invited to become part of  
the Trinity Singers and lead music in worship twice a 
month – once at the 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary service and 
once at 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall. 
Rehearsals are Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:20 p.m. in the 
Choir Room starting January 12. Details: Nancy Hamff  
at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• The bulletin board in Room 108 in the Parish Life 
Building is available to post job openings and oppor-
tunities, as well as services offered, such as pet-sitting, 
cutting grass and the like.

• Have a story that needs telling in the Cornerstone church 
newsletter, Intersection magazine or a video? Share it with 
Director of  Communications Ken Garfield at 704-295-
4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

CHARLOTTE FAMILY HOUSING, WANT TO SING?

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!”

–Luke 2: 14 

Christmas Eve services are filled each year with holy moments. This moment was caputured by our 
dear friend, Wes Bobbitt, who passed away this year. See you on Christmas Eve. 

Remember to arrive early 
to whatever service you 
attend, to secure a seat 
and enjoy a few moments 
of  quiet reflection and 
fellowship. Drop off  food 
for Loaves & Fishes in the 
Parish Life lobby. Support 
the offering, which goes 
to the church partnership 
with Sedgefield 
Elementary and Middle 
schools and ministry 
partner OFCB in Haiti. 
If  you’re homebound, 
ill or living far away and 
can’t join us, watch the 
6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. 
services live at www.
mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

HOPE AND CONSOLATION

Hope, consolation and candles. Photo by Ken Garfield.



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 

for families. Additional seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, contempo-

rary service with Church In The Round band, Youth and 
College Choir.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 
for families. Additional seating in Jubilee Hall. Service 
will be livestreamed at www.mpumc.org.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Service will be livestreamed at www.mpumc.org.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Service will be livestreamed at www.mpumc.org. 

• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.
• The offering on Christmas Eve will go to the church 

partnership with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle 
schools, and long-time ministry partner OFCB in Bayon-
nais, Haiti, to help build classrooms.

• Christmas Eve worshipers are encouraged to bring 
canned goods and other nonperishables for Loaves & 
Fishes food pantry. Donations go in the Parish Life 
lobby bin.

• Pick up a flyer and blue rubber bracelet declaring #Live-
Differently, aimed at starting a conversation about reach-
ing beyond the walls of  the church.

• Remember to arrive early to secure a seat and enjoy a few 
moments’ reflection and fellowship.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No 

Sunday School for children. Families are encouraged to 
worship together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Dona-

tions of  baby items are welcome for Florence Crittenton 
Services. E-mail jenna@mpumc.org to learn more.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Horace Edney Stacy Jr., brother of  Marilyn Collins, who died on 
November 21, 2015. Nancy Parker Foster, mother of  Ali Foster, 
who died on December 4, 2015. Matilda Severs, great aunt of  
John Albright, great-great aunt of  Jack and Stuart Albright and 
aunt of  Tripp Gabriel, who died on December 7, 2015. Robert 
Oliver Harris, father of  Rob Harris and grandfather of  Tyler 
and Trip Harris, who died on December 9, 2015. Robert “Bob” 
Crandell Yon, father of  Crandell Yon, who died on December 
12, 2015.  Virginia Gourley, mother of  Martha Jubera and Lisa 
Warren and grandmother of  Virginia Jubera, who died on 
December 13, 2015. Betsy Clark, mother of  Karen Charles and 
grandmother of  Ken, Maribeth and Jay Charles, who died on 
December 15, 2015.

Babies
Lucius Chibueze Ukwu, son of  Viviane and Charles Ukwu 
and brother of  Myra Ukwu, born on September 10, 
2015.  

• Deaths in the congregation are also shared at www.mpumc.org.

CHRISTMAS EVE (AND MORE)

Since we all know there’s only one Santa, this is a fable…

On a warm Saturday in Advent, sweat forms as I don 
the red velvet jacket and matching trousers with extra 

padding. The pressure adds to the perspiration. All these kids 
are about to swarm in with their parents, looking for Santa to 
come through with whatever doll, toy or  gizmo tops their list. 
Surely they’re going to have specific requests, stuff  Santa can 

barely pronounce much less deliver the 
night before Christmas. Plus, they didn’t 
teach us in bar mitzvah class how to play 
Santa Claus.

The first kidlets (50 years ago at shul, we 
giggled when Cantor Benedict called us 
that) arrive before lunchtime. The ones 
under the age of  three are bawling. But 

tears can’t keep Mom from plopping her panic-stricken child 
on my lap for a picture. This’ll make a lovely Christmas card, I 
think to myself, trying to keep the red velvet dry.

Outside, the snow machine is drawing attention on this 
60-degree day. Inside, the hip hop DJ is playing Christmas 
music (think Bing Crosby and Michael Jackson), and I’m 
perfecting my patter as each child sidles up. What’s your 
name? Have you been a good boy (or girl)? Pretty easy stuff. 
Then the big one: What do you want for Christmas? Here it 
comes, I figure, now they’re going to share a long litany of  
what’s hot at Target. But hardly a toy is mentioned. Instead, 
we share quiet conversation about Christmas in general, 
savoring this brief  refuge from the madness, the kids 
promising to leave carrots for Rudolph and milk and cookies 

for Santa because that’s what friends do. Santa responds with 
a big thank you.

On a warm Saturday in Advent, all the material stuff  takes a 
back seat. If  only for this moment, it’s Santa and the kids, and 
the wonder of  the season.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
SANTA AND THE KIDS

Will and Santa share a moment. 

‘It’s Inspiring Us To Think’
THE GASKINS’ EXCELLENT ADVENTURE
Church members Rick and Bronwyn Gaskins and their daughter, Joan, 
are spending a year living in France, discovering the beautiful world 
beyond Charlotte. He left his job running the Catawba Riverkeeper 
Foundation for this chance of  a lifetime. He shares how it’s going.

I’m calling this my sabbatical year. For Bronwyn, it’s a return 
to a country in which she has lived twice before. For Joanie, 
age 11, it’s an opportunity to become fluent in a second 
language and learn about foreign cultures. A recap: We 
traveled last June to Europe aboard the Queen Mary 2, spent 
a month in Paris and another month traveling in Europe 
before “settling down” in Angers, a town of  300,000 in the 
Loire valley of  western France.

We’re renting a 500-year-old (or more) house in the heart of  
the old city. We can look out our windows and see a medieval 
castle, chateau and cathedral across the Maine River. We’re 
up the hill from an 800-year-old synagogue, the only one in 
Angers after the Jewish community was purged by the Vichy 
government in World War II.

Joanie attends a local French school, where she’s apparently the 
first American student. Her lessons are in French. She’s picking 
up the language quickly. Bronwyn, already fluent in French, 
has made friends in the community and is engaged in many 
activities. I’m volunteering with a local environmental group 
and Anglophone library, but mostly spending time learning 
French. I’m doing a lot of  bicycling, having completed a four-
day, 385-kilometer trip down the Loire River. On weekends 

and school holidays, we’re seeing as much of  Europe as we 
can. We’ve loved hosting friends and family here in France.

I’m getting to know immigrants from all over the world 
through the city-sponsored French class for foreigners. Many 
people we’ve met have a different perspective on the world 
than Americans. It’s inspiring us to think about what we might 
want to do differently when we return. Follow us on our 
blog:  www.gaskinsfrenchadventure.blogspot.com. It includes 
how I got kicked out of  a military museum, plus Bronwyn’s 
encounters with the French medical system. Joanie’s blog is  
www.joaniegaskins.blogspot.com. 

The Gaskins family in Provence. This was taken in the Gorges de 
l’Ardèche at the Pont d’Arc.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

December 23, 2015
• YEAR-END GIVING Contributions for tax purposes 

must be received by the church or postmarked by 
December 31, 2015. Checks can be placed in the offering 
plate or dropped off  at the front desk in the Parish Life 
lobby by noon on Thursday, December 31, for those 
planning to bring a check to the church. Checks can be 
mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207. Giving 
can also be done at www.mpumc.org. Questions? Reach 
Executive Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

• POPE FRANCIS, ST. FRANCIS, BEING 
CHRISTLIKE Dr. Howell will explore Pope Francis, St. 
Francis And How To Be Christlike at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 5, in Jubilee Hall. Our Senior Pastor explains: “We 
will look at the extraordinary ministry of  our new, beloved 
Pope, the surprising and lovely life of  St. Francis in the 
13th Century, and how we understand what it means to live 
like Jesus lived.”

• BEING JESUS’ CHURCH Queens University of  
Charlotte religion professor Dr. Suzanne Henderson will 
present Being Jesus’ Church In 2016: What Mark Shows Us 
About Christian Community at 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 11 
and 25, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life Building. What 
is the kingdom of  God and what does it matter? Why 
did Jesus die, and what did his death save us from? She’ll 
consider all that and more.

• BASICS OF CHRISTIANITY Registration continues for 
the Foundation class set for 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Sundays from 
January 10 to February 21. Dr. Melanie Dobson explains: 
“Foundation offers the basis for what we believe – how we 
read the Bible, think theologically, and practice our faith. 
It will give you a good grounding in the Christian faith, 
support you in building community with others in the class, 
and equip you to serve.” Clergy will rotate teaching the 
six weeks of  lessons. The format will combine discussion, 
teaching and practices such as prayer and Bible study. To 
sign up, or learn more, visit www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

• MISSION: COSTA RICA Sign up for mission trips to 
San Isidro, Costa Rica – March 19-26, and March 26 to 
April 2, 2016. Reach Nancy Holmes at 704-295-4827 or 
nholmes@mpumc.org. 

• HOW SHALL WE LIVE? Sign up for a retreat August 17-19, 
2016, at Caraway Conference Center in Asheboro led by Rev. 
Bill Roth. Designed for adults ages 55 to 75, the gathering is 
inspired by Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, Shall We Live? Four 
Simple Questions That Reveal the Beauty and Meaning of  Our Lives. 
Cost ranges from $175 to $200. Learn more, and sign up, at 
www.mpumc.org/adults.

• ADULTS PLUS! The ministry to ages 55 and over welcomes 
all to its next program: Potter Terance Painter will share Called 
By The Potter at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, January 20, in Jubilee 
Hall. He’ll share a pottery demonstration as a metaphor for 
God’s creation of  each of  us as individuals. Lunch follows at 
noon. He’ll have pottery for sale. For reservations by  January 
19, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or cmull@mpumc.org.

• SERVE AT THE SHELTERS Go beyond the church walls 
by serving lunch or dinner at the Men’s Shelters on North 
Tryon Street and Statesville Avenue, plus the Salvation Army 
Center of  Hope. Visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

• ROOM IN THE INN Each Thursday and Friday night 
through March, our church opens its doors to provide warm 
meals, beds and fellowship for homeless neighbors. There are 
many opportunities for individuals, families and groups to 
participate, including driving the van, preparing and serving 
meals and staying overnight. Reach church member Greg Wells 
at 704-609-4036 or greg@willisengineers.com.

• H.O.T. WEDNESDAY The weekly meal and fellowship 
returns at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, January 6, in Jubilee Hall.

• RACE AND RECONCILIATION Stirred by the Charleston 
shootings, a group of  church members continues exploring 
how to address the racial divide that troubles Charlotte. To add 
your name and voice to the effort, e-mail church staffer Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org. The Cornerstone will continue 
sharing news of  the initiative.

• STEP, JUMP, LEAP The congregation’s input to reignite 
church efforts in five areas is welcome: Grow In Faith, Radical 
Hospitality, Community Building And Partnerships, Education, 
and Affordable Housing. The project is called Step, Jump, Leap. 
To share an idea or ask a question, reach church member Dave 
Lank at 704-909-8152.



Snapshots From The Season

Christmas concert. Photo by Cathy Head Dr. Melanie Dobson offered a blessing over the children at Kneeling at the Manger. 
Photo by Melissa McGill

Goodness Gracious!, men in bow ties. Photo by Melissa McGill.Jubilee Store served 102 families. Photo by Melissa McGill.

The Christmas concerts at First United Methodist Church. Photo by Cathy Head Kneeling at the Manger. Photo by Melissa McGill

Youth Ministries’ Tree Sale raised $13,000 for youth missions. Photos by Ellen Spence.



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 

for families. Additional seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, contempo-

rary service with Church In The Round band, Youth and 
College Choir.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 
for families. Additional seating in Jubilee Hall. Service 
will be livestreamed at www.mpumc.org.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Service will be livestreamed at www.mpumc.org.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Service will be livestreamed at www.mpumc.org. 

• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.
• The offering on Christmas Eve will go to the church 

partnership with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle 
schools, and long-time ministry partner OFCB in Bayon-
nais, Haiti, to help build classrooms.

• Christmas Eve worshipers are encouraged to bring 
canned goods and other nonperishables for Loaves & 
Fishes food pantry. Donations go in the Parish Life 
lobby bin.

• Pick up a flyer and blue rubber bracelet declaring #Live-
Differently, aimed at starting a conversation about reach-
ing beyond the walls of  the church.

• Remember to arrive early to secure a seat and enjoy a few 
moments’ reflection and fellowship.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No 

Sunday School for children. Families are encouraged to 
worship together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Dona-

tions of  baby items are welcome for Florence Crittenton 
Services. E-mail jenna@mpumc.org to learn more.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Horace Edney Stacy Jr., brother of  Marilyn Collins, who died on 
November 21, 2015. Nancy Parker Foster, mother of  Ali Foster, 
who died on December 4, 2015. Matilda Severs, great aunt of  
John Albright, great-great aunt of  Jack and Stuart Albright and 
aunt of  Tripp Gabriel, who died on December 7, 2015. Robert 
Oliver Harris, father of  Rob Harris and grandfather of  Tyler 
and Trip Harris, who died on December 9, 2015. Robert “Bob” 
Crandell Yon, father of  Crandell Yon, who died on December 
12, 2015.  Virginia Gourley, mother of  Martha Jubera and Lisa 
Warren and grandmother of  Virginia Jubera, who died on 
December 13, 2015. Betsy Clark, mother of  Karen Charles and 
grandmother of  Ken, Maribeth and Jay Charles, who died on 
December 15, 2015.

Babies
Lucius Chibueze Ukwu, son of  Viviane and Charles Ukwu 
and brother of  Myra Ukwu, born on September 10, 
2015.  

• Deaths in the congregation are also shared at www.mpumc.org.
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Since we all know there’s only one Santa, this is a fable…

On a warm Saturday in Advent, sweat forms as I don 
the red velvet jacket and matching trousers with extra 

padding. The pressure adds to the perspiration. All these kids 
are about to swarm in with their parents, looking for Santa to 
come through with whatever doll, toy or  gizmo tops their list. 
Surely they’re going to have specific requests, stuff  Santa can 

barely pronounce much less deliver the 
night before Christmas. Plus, they didn’t 
teach us in bar mitzvah class how to play 
Santa Claus.

The first kidlets (50 years ago at shul, we 
giggled when Cantor Benedict called us 
that) arrive before lunchtime. The ones 
under the age of  three are bawling. But 

tears can’t keep Mom from plopping her panic-stricken child 
on my lap for a picture. This’ll make a lovely Christmas card, I 
think to myself, trying to keep the red velvet dry.

Outside, the snow machine is drawing attention on this 
60-degree day. Inside, the hip hop DJ is playing Christmas 
music (think Bing Crosby and Michael Jackson), and I’m 
perfecting my patter as each child sidles up. What’s your 
name? Have you been a good boy (or girl)? Pretty easy stuff. 
Then the big one: What do you want for Christmas? Here it 
comes, I figure, now they’re going to share a long litany of  
what’s hot at Target. But hardly a toy is mentioned. Instead, 
we share quiet conversation about Christmas in general, 
savoring this brief  refuge from the madness, the kids 
promising to leave carrots for Rudolph and milk and cookies 

for Santa because that’s what friends do. Santa responds with 
a big thank you.

On a warm Saturday in Advent, all the material stuff  takes a 
back seat. If  only for this moment, it’s Santa and the kids, and 
the wonder of  the season.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
SANTA AND THE KIDS

Will and Santa share a moment. 

‘It’s Inspiring Us To Think’
THE GASKINS’ EXCELLENT ADVENTURE
Church members Rick and Bronwyn Gaskins and their daughter, Joan, 
are spending a year living in France, discovering the beautiful world 
beyond Charlotte. He left his job running the Catawba Riverkeeper 
Foundation for this chance of  a lifetime. He shares how it’s going.

I’m calling this my sabbatical year. For Bronwyn, it’s a return 
to a country in which she has lived twice before. For Joanie, 
age 11, it’s an opportunity to become fluent in a second 
language and learn about foreign cultures. A recap: We 
traveled last June to Europe aboard the Queen Mary 2, spent 
a month in Paris and another month traveling in Europe 
before “settling down” in Angers, a town of  300,000 in the 
Loire valley of  western France.

We’re renting a 500-year-old (or more) house in the heart of  
the old city. We can look out our windows and see a medieval 
castle, chateau and cathedral across the Maine River. We’re 
up the hill from an 800-year-old synagogue, the only one in 
Angers after the Jewish community was purged by the Vichy 
government in World War II.

Joanie attends a local French school, where she’s apparently the 
first American student. Her lessons are in French. She’s picking 
up the language quickly. Bronwyn, already fluent in French, 
has made friends in the community and is engaged in many 
activities. I’m volunteering with a local environmental group 
and Anglophone library, but mostly spending time learning 
French. I’m doing a lot of  bicycling, having completed a four-
day, 385-kilometer trip down the Loire River. On weekends 

and school holidays, we’re seeing as much of  Europe as we 
can. We’ve loved hosting friends and family here in France.

I’m getting to know immigrants from all over the world 
through the city-sponsored French class for foreigners. Many 
people we’ve met have a different perspective on the world 
than Americans. It’s inspiring us to think about what we might 
want to do differently when we return. Follow us on our 
blog:  www.gaskinsfrenchadventure.blogspot.com. It includes 
how I got kicked out of  a military museum, plus Bronwyn’s 
encounters with the French medical system. Joanie’s blog is  
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Christmas, 2015
With candles held high and hope 

made real through generosity, we 
will unite to affirm the Savior’s birth…

• From jazz in the afternoon to 
candlelight and Holy Communion in 
the moments before midnight, the 
schedule of  six services is inside the 
Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.org. 
There is no child care on Christmas 
Eve. Those who can’t make it to 
worship, or who live far away, can 
still “join” us: The 6:00, 8:00 and 
11:00 p.m. will be livestreamed at 
www.mpumc.org.

• Christmas Eve inspires a great 
gathering. Arrive early to savor a few 
moments’ reflection and fellowship 
in the Sanctuary and Jubilee 
Hall. Those running late will find 
additional seating for the 3:00 and 
6:00 p.m. services in Jubilee Hall. As 
for parking, please honor the senior 
citizen and handicapped spots in 
the Parish Life lot. Those who are 
able are invited to leave the closer-
in spaces for those who need them 
most, and enjoy the walk to worship.

• Bring canned goods and other 
nonperishables for Loaves & Fishes. 
Donations go in the bin in the 
Parish Life lobby, or by the bin if  
enough people remember the needy 
on this day. The food pantry served 
78,602 people in 2014, half  of  them 
children.

• The offering will go to the church 
partnership with Sedgefield 
Elementary and Middle schools, 
and ministry partner OFCB in 
Bayonnais, Haiti, to help build 
classrooms. Checks can be made 
out to the church with Christmas Eve 
Offering on the memo line.

• On the way home from worship, 
take a flyer and blue rubber bracelet 
that declares #LiveDifferently. The 
flyer shares details on some of  
the ways to serve through Myers 
Park United Methodist. With 
the hymns of  the season still on 
our lips and a hurting world still 
out there, consider it a challenge. 
#LiveDifferently.

At a time like this, at any time really, you wonder how Scripture, song or 
even the soft glow of  a candle can help. You’ve lost a loved one. People 
everywhere are celebrating the season. And all you want to do is curl up 
and cry. Yet here you are, among the 40 wounded souls at the annual 
Service of  Hope and Consolation, drawn to Francis Chapel by the promise 
of  something that might somehow soothe the hurt. These 40 minutes of  
worship are rich in beautiful words and sentiments, some set to music, 
about God coming to us in our suffering. God knowing our pain. God 
weeping with us. And yet the comfort doesn’t end with Him. We are 
part of  the healing, too – friends, neighbors and coworkers, sons and 
daughters, casual acquaintances at church, all called to be the heart of  
God. Called to weep. “Just standing with the hurting is a holy and sacred 
privilege,” Rev. Bill Roth tells the gathering. He’s speaking not to the 
bereaved, but to the rest of  us. “Life is short,” he says in the benediction. 
“Be swift to love.”

• Ken Garfield

• A recent $50,000 gift from Myers Park United Meth-
odist Church to Charlotte Family Housing will go for 
general operating expenses and help the nonprofit move 
more homeless families to stable housing. Writes Execu-
tive Director Stephen Smith: “The support will allow 
us to do several things, including clinical social work 
support services, shelter and rental support for families. 
The support is especially important this year as HUD is 
refocusing its financial support to chronically homeless 
individuals and non-working families.” Charlotte Family 
Housing (www.charlottefamilyhousing.org) partnered 
with 1,245 individuals moving away from homeless-
ness this past year, which includes 829 children. That’s 
a 50-percent increase over the number from the previ-
ous year. To get involved in ministries to the homeless, 
reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at 704-295-4816 or nathan@
mpumc.org.

• Singers of  all abilities are invited to become part of  
the Trinity Singers and lead music in worship twice a 
month – once at the 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary service and 
once at 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round in Jubilee Hall. 
Rehearsals are Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:20 p.m. in the 
Choir Room starting January 12. Details: Nancy Hamff  
at 704-295-4831 or nancy@mpumc.org.

• The bulletin board in Room 108 in the Parish Life 
Building is available to post job openings and oppor-
tunities, as well as services offered, such as pet-sitting, 
cutting grass and the like.

• Have a story that needs telling in the Cornerstone church 
newsletter, Intersection magazine or a video? Share it with 
Director of  Communications Ken Garfield at 704-295-
4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

CHARLOTTE FAMILY HOUSING, WANT TO SING?

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!”

–Luke 2: 14 

Christmas Eve services are filled each year with holy moments. This moment was caputured by our 
dear friend, Wes Bobbitt, who passed away this year. See you on Christmas Eve. 

Remember to arrive early 
to whatever service you 
attend, to secure a seat 
and enjoy a few moments 
of  quiet reflection and 
fellowship. Drop off  food 
for Loaves & Fishes in the 
Parish Life lobby. Support 
the offering, which goes 
to the church partnership 
with Sedgefield 
Elementary and Middle 
schools and ministry 
partner OFCB in Haiti. 
If  you’re homebound, 
ill or living far away and 
can’t join us, watch the 
6:00, 8:00 and 11:00 p.m. 
services live at www.
mpumc.org.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

HOPE AND CONSOLATION

Hope, consolation and candles. Photo by Ken Garfield.




