
FINDING COMMUNION IN HAITI
Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa 
McGill joined 11 other church members and staffers 
on a mission trip to Haiti. She shares the experience 
here in words and photos. Turn to www.mpumc.org 
for videos, more photos and reflections from the trip.

BAYONNAIS, HAITI – “There’s not 
enough for everyone.”

Pastor Actionnel 
Fleurisma spoke these 
words as four of  us rode 
in an old Pathfinder 
whose engine randomly 
cut off  on the bumpy 
Haitian dirt road. A 
drought the past two 
years has ravaged this 
region of  Haiti. People 
are going hungry. The 

situation is worsening, and our ministry 
partners at OFCB (Organization of  the 

Christian Force of  Bayonnais), led by 
Actionnel, are working to make a difference. 
The day before, our team of  12 worked 
alongside members of  the community to 
pack hundreds of  bags of  rice and beans, 
purchased with a donation from our church, 
to hand out to those most affected. 

But there wasn’t enough. We were going to 
visit people who were working on the main 
road so that they might receive a couple 
of  pounds of  rice and beans. There were 
more workers than food but still they came, 
for the chance, however slight, that they 
might get what their families needed for the 
upcoming week.

Looking into the eyes of  those hungry 
people, all of  us knowing there wasn’t 
enough, was heartbreaking. That day, Haiti 
broke me. But it also put me back together, 
better, more complete. 

Amid all the talk at church staff  meeting the 
other day about Advent activities – singing 
hymns, packing them in for worship and 
the like – Rev. Bill Roth shared a righteous 

reminder. Not 
everyone can muster 
the spirit to sing Joy to 
the World.

Our calendars fill this 
time of  year – with 
parties, shopping 
expeditions and 
gatherings of  a more 

reverent nature at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. The page full of  goings-
on inside today’s Cornerstone is testament to 
that frantic fact. But as busy as you soon 
shall be, I hope you’ll take time to turn 
toward those trying to survive the holidays 
(and life) in the shadows, far from the 
twinkling lights.

They are, after all, the people with whom 
you share an office or a pew. They may 
even be sitting across the dinner table at the 
end of  another long day – burdened by a 
death, troubled by physical or mental illness, 
reeling from a layoff, crippled by addiction, 
wondering if  any of  this will get better 
tomorrow, or ever.

It may be you.

So in the days to come, from Thanksgiving 
through Advent, keep a sharp eye out for 
that troubled soul. Offer a word of  comfort, 
an arm around the shoulder, a gentle 
reminder that help is available.

In all that you do, share the light.

The annual Service of  Hope and Consolation, open 
to the community is at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 
8, in Francis Chapel. Director of  Communications 
Ken Garfield writes about church life.

Continued On Insert...

• The next step in the initiative to reignite the church 
strategic plan, Answering Our Call, comes at 6:15 p.m. 
Monday, November 16, in Jubilee Hall. That’s when the 
60 church members who participated in last month’s 
brainstorming session are invited to talk more about 
what to do in five areas: Grow In Faith, Radical Hospi-
tality, Community Building and Partnerships, Education, 
and Affordable Housing. The subcommittee of  the 
Administrative Board has dubbed the project Step, Jump, 
Leap. Among the dozens of  ideas thrown onto the table 
so far: Develop apartments for those who need them on 
church grounds, take Holy Communion into the com-
munity, and open the Children’s Circle church preschool 
to the community in a more intentional way. Those 
wanting to join the conversation or share an idea can 
reach church member Dave Lank at 704-909-8152.

• Church members working to foster a continuing con-
versation on race and reconciliation in Charlotte are 
working on their next move: Inviting African Ameri-
cans who belong to Myers Park United Methodist to 
talk about their experiences at this largely white church. 
Early plans call for a December gathering. The group 
is also intrigued by the suggestion made by Dr. Howell 
and historian Tom Hanchett: Appreciating the growing 
diversity in Charlotte by checking out ethnic restaurants 
and groceries in other parts of  town. Those wanting 
to join this conversation can reach church staffer Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org to add their name and 
voice to the list.

Children’s Ministries’ Jenna Zello shares a meaningful ministry:

“When does 32 + 7 = 650? At Mission Possible. Thirty-two chil-
dren in Grades K-2 and seven adults assembled 250 hospitality 
kits for the homeless through Room In the Inn, and made 400 
sandwiches for neighbors in need at Urban Ministry Center. 
It was a joy to see so many new faces to this program. Mis-
sion Possible meets monthly to engage elementary children in 
service. In September, three vans filled with children in Grades 
K-5 and adult chaperones went to Second Harvest Food Bank 
and packaged 400 backpacks for hungry children. In October, 
25 children in Grades 3-5 helped pack 89,000 meals for Stop 
Hunger Now. Our next mission: Make 150 stockings for the 
Salvation Army Christmas Bureau.”

Children’s Ministries welcomes adults of  all ages to help nurture spiritual 
development in children from birth to fifth grade in Faith Formation, 
Sunday School, Missions/Service, Fellowship, Hospitality and Vacation 
Bible School. Reach Sarah Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org.

OUR KIDS MAKE MISSION POSSIBLE GO

Making cards for Room In The Inn guests. Photo by Jenna Zello.

A Conversation on Faith

Melissa McGill

After worship, the team served a community meal. Photo by Melissa McGill.

Ministry through hoops: 
Ninety youth ages 
12-18 (young men and 
women) are playing 
church basketball this 
winter through the 
IMPACT League. The 
nine Myers Park United 
Methodist teams will 
compete against teams 
from Myers Park Baptist, 
Myers Park Presbyterian 
and Providence United 
Methodist churches. Play 
begins in December, 
with a focus on learning 
the game and embracing 
fellowship – and not on 
winning at all costs.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

STEP, JUMP, LEAP; RACE AND RECONCILIATION

‘That Day, Haiti Broke Me’



• The season of  stewardship is under way, as church 
members are invited to make a financial commitment to 
support the work of  Myers Park United Methodist Church 
in 2016. Support is sought for the church operating 
budget, plus the Jubilee Plus! fund 
for outreach and scholarships. 
Estimate of  Giving cards and 
supporting material have been 
mailed to homes. People can 
also make a commitment, and 
give, at www.mpumc.org. Cards 
can be filled out and mailed to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 
NC 28207, placed in the Sunday 
offering plate or dropped off  
at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. A commitment 
is encouraged by Friday, December 4. Members are also 
encouraged to meet the commitment they made for 2015, 
and not wait until the end of  the year to do so.

• The Administrative Board approved a 2016 church budget 
of  $5.6 million, a five-percent increase over 2015. The new 
budget calls for a full-time Local Outreach Coordinator, 
and the new position of  Director of  Volunteer 

Engagement. The church is hiring for 
both, details at www.mpumc.org.

• Clergy compensation and 
nominations for laity to church 
committees will be considered at 
the Charge Conference at 6:00 p.m. 
Monday, November 16, in Room 108 
of  the Parish Life Building. Church 
members are welcome. Mark Kinghorn 
is expected to succeed Jim Rogers as 

Administrative Board Chairman. Dennis Soter succeeds 
Dr. John Clarkson as Finance Committee chair.

Is there a more appropriate ministry to lift up this time of  year 
than one that helps neighbors enjoy a taste of  Thanksgiving?

Those blue canvas bags around the church are part of  the 
autumn rhythm at Myers Park United Methodist. Thanksgiving 
Table Tithe offers people the opportunity to fill one or more 
bags with groceries for a Thanksgiving dinner. Each comes 
with a shopping list. A donation of  a $20 gift card or check 
for each bag will cover the cost of  the turkey. The bags go 
to Loaves & Fishes food pantry and families at Sedgefield 
Elementary, our partner school. Help is needed each year to 

organize and deliver the goods. Visit www.mpumc.org or reach 
lay leader Jennifer Rothacker at jrothacker2@gmail.com. Those 
bringing a bag full of  goods to church on Sunday, November 
15, can drop it off  at the Loaves & Fishes truck at church, or 
in the Parish Life lobby.

Loaves & Fishes provided food to 78,602 people in 2014, half  
of  whom were children. It is hard to imagine: Hungry children 
in a city as wealthy as this one. Even more unfathomable: 
Neighbors going without at Thanksgiving. That’s where the 
blue canvas bags come in.

Each month in the Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.org, Ministry In 
The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist and a cause worth embracing. Support is welcome all year 
round, including through the Jubilee Plus! fund for local and world 
outreach and scholarships. To get involved, visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

“O Lord that lends me life, lend me a heart  
replete with thankfulness.”

William Shakespeare

Kingdomcome

Thy

THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
• Order a Christmas tree at www.mpumc.org or in person 

Sunday mornings in November in the Parish Life lobby. Sales 
support youth missions. Pick-up December 3-5 in the parking 
lot across from church, where trees will also be for sale. Youth 
also deliver.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
• Last day to donate a Thanksgiving Table Tithe blue bag full 

of  groceries for Loaves & Fishes. To receive, sort and deliver 
donations: Jen Rothacker at jrothacker2@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• Our Senior Pastor signs copies of  his book, Why This Jubilee? at 

5:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. The softcover offers 24 reflections 
on songs of  Advent. It sells for $16.03 (which includes tax).

• From 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall during H.O.T. Wednes-
day, Bringing Advent Home shares centering prayer with children, 
youth and adults. Make a reservation by noon November 17 at 
704-376-5520 (option 6) or hotwednesday@mpumc.org.

• Children’s Ministries’ Advent devotional, Something’s About To 
Happen, is available at H.O.T. Wednesday and around the cam-
pus, with prayers and children’s artwork. One per family.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
• UMAR benefit arts sale, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. outside Jubilee 

Hall, with canvases, pottery, plants, quilts, jewelry and more, 
made by UMAR artists.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
• Mecklenburg Ministries’ 40th interfaith Thanksgiving ser-

vice, 7:00 p.m. at St. Paul Baptist Church, 1401 Allen St. Rev. 
S. Todd Yeary of  Douglas Memorial Community Church in 
Baltimore preaches. Sign up at www.meckmin.org to sing with 
the interfaith choir. A reception follows at 8:15 p.m. Worship-
ers should bring donations for Loaves & Fishes. Myers Park 
churches will not hold a community Thanksgiving service.

THURSDAY/FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26-27
• Church closed for Thanksgiving (closing at 1:00 p.m. Wednes-

day, November 25). Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 
and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
• Alternative Gift Market begins at www.mpumc.org. You can 

also buy a charitable gift in honor of  a loved one Sunday 
morning, December 6 and 13, in the Parish Life lobby.

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4-5
• Charlotte Family Housing families shop for Christmas at the 

Jubilee Store in the Parish Life Building. Needed: Volunteers 
and donations of  gifts and toys. Turn to www.mpumc.org. 
Reach member Tammy McFalls at tmcfalls@carolina.rr.com.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
• Breakfast With Mary, 9:00 a.m., Jubilee Hall for ages four 

through second grade. Light breakfast, visit with Mary and 
creating Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus for the nativity. Breakfast 
and crafts sets are $5 each. For reservations and information: 
kwillis@mpumc.org.

• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 to 4:00 p.m. From 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m., guys whose wives run the shop will take over, 
offering piano music, singing and refreshments.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
• Fifth-graders fill stockings for Salvation Army Christmas Bu-

reau, 10:30 a.m. to noon. E-mail jenna@mpumc.org for a list 
of  suggested gift items.

• Music Ministries’ concerts, 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., First United 
Methodist, 501 N. Tryon St. uptown. Free. No tickets needed. 
Shuttle buses run from Myers Park United Methodist.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
• Freedom School CHAMP party, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall. All are welcome to join in the fun.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
• Service Of  Hope And Consolation, 6:30 p.m. in Francis Chapel. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Men and women are invited to the United Methodist Women 

Christmas dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. Howell 
shares from his book, Why This Jubilee? Allyson Ware and Kathy 
Hamilton offer music. For $10 dinner reservations by noon 
December 4, call 704-376-5520 (option one) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Kneeling at the Manger, 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Children are 

invited to come dressed as their favorite Nativity character.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• All ages are invited to the Adults Plus! program at 10:30 a.m. in 

Jubilee Hall: A Christmas Reminiscence with pianist Ethan Uslan. 
Lunch follows. Reservation details to come.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• UMAR party open to all, 11:00 to 1:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
• Youth invited to sing carols and do crafts, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m., Aldersgate retirement community.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
• Christmas in Word and Song, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round, 

Jubilee Hall.
• Lessons and Carols, 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary.
• Moravian Love Feast, 6:00 p.m. in Sanctuary, led by youth.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 

families. Overflow seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, led by youth, col-

lege and young adult choir.
• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 

families. Overflow in Jubilee Hall.
• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. Over-

flow in Jubilee Hall.
• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 

Overflow in Jubilee Hall.
• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 and 

follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No Sunday 

School for children. Families encouraged to worship together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Donations 

of  baby items go to Florence Crittenton Services. E-mail 
jenna@mpumc.org for more.

THIS AND THAT
• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a loved 

one? To reserve a poinsettia, send a $14 check to Myers Park 
United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, 
attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also be left at the front desk 
in the Parish Life lobby. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for dedications to be listed in worship bulletins for the 
Lessons and Carols services on December 20. 

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 
loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door. Send a $30 
check to Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also 
be left at the front desk. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for listing in Lessons and Carols on December 20.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Joy Bass Wells, wife of  Bill Wells, who died on October 26, 
2015. Ellen Jane Bowman Hartness, grandmother of  Alisha 
Haynes, who died on November 1, 2015. Merrian King Gardner, 
aunt of  Linda Turner, who died on November 1, 2015.

Babies
Holston Maxwell Wright, son of  Courtney and Lee Wright, born 
on September 16, 2015. Charlotte Reese Beacham, daughter of  
Amanda and Michael Beacham, born on October 15, 2015. 
Lilian Margaret Fogg, daughter of  Julie and Stephen Fogg and 
sister of  Emma Fogg, born on October 20, 2015.

Weddings
Amy Rosenberger and Michael Crittenden, married November 8, 
2015, at the church.

AN EARLY PEEK AT ADVENT, DAY BY DAY 

STEWARDSHIP, CHURCH BUSINESS, 
AND THE 2016 BUDGET

Ministry In The Spotlight:
THANKSGIVING TABLE TITHE



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

November 11, 2015

• ADULTS PLUS! An offering for the political season 
for sure: The Adults Plus! ministry to ages 55 and over 
welcomes historian Dr. Bill Partin of  Winston-Salem for a 
program on Presidential Humor. The program at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, November 18, in Room 103 of  the Parish Life 
Building is followed by a Thanksgiving luncheon at noon in 
Jubilee Hall. To make reservations for the $5 meal by noon 
November 17, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail 
cmull@mpumc.org.

• AN ADULTS PLUS! BONUS Dr. Howell will join 
Adults Plus! for the noon meal on November 18 to play 
holiday carols on the piano and sign copies of  his new 
book, Why This Jubilee? The book offers 24 reflections on 
familiar songs of  the season. Copies will be available that 
afternoon in Jubilee Hall.

• COFFEE TALK FOR PARENTS Parents are invited 
to the next Coffee Talk hosted by Youth Ministries at 9:45 
a.m. Sunday, November 22, in Jubilee Hall. Church member 
Beth Person will discuss Love and Logic, a parenting book 
focusing on how to teach children responsibility. Details: 
Ellen Spence at 704-295-4833 or ellenspence@mpumc.org.

• LOAVES & FISHES A new ministry – stocking shelves 
and taking inventory of  donations at the Loaves & Fishes 
food pantry at 648 B Griffith Road – welcomes volunteers 
the second Wednesday of  each month. Reach lay leader 
Laura Weller at 704-918-8242 or lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

• CHARGE CONFERENCE All church members are 
invited to attend the Charge Conference at 6:00 p.m. 
Monday, November 16, in Room 108 of  the Parish Life 
Building. On the agenda: Approving laity for committee 
assignments, and OKing clergy compensation.

• WOMEN’S RETREAT Registration continues for the 
10th Women’s Retreat February 5-7 at Caraway Conference 
Center near Asheboro. Dr. Melanie Dobson will be the 
speaker. The theme is Beautifully Made In God’s Image. Cost is 
$185. Learn more/sign up at www.mpumc.org/women.

• MEDICARE D COUNSELING Need to review your 
Medicare D policy? You can do so in the Church Library 
(Room 111 in the Parish Life Building) on November 11, 12, 
18 and 24; and December 1, 2 and 3. Appointments are from 
9:00 to noon or 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. depending on the day. For 
an appointment, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 
crivera@mpumc.org. Bring a list of  medication and dosages.

• HOSPICE HOLIDAY MEALS Hospice seeks donations of  
meals for in-home patients and their families at Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. Meals should feed up to eight people and 
include a meat, starch, vegetable, rolls, dessert and beverage. 
Prepared meals are needed the day before the holiday, and 
unprepared meals up to two weeks before. Details: Cathie 
DeCramer at DeCramer@HPCCR.org.

• WANT TO TOUR THE CHURCH? Church member 
David Dulin leads tours of  the church Sundays at noon, 
starting in the Sanctuary narthex. He calls it A Little Art, A 
Little Architecture, A Little History. To schedule a tour, reach him 
at 704-650-3217 or ddulin@uwcentralcarolinas.org.

• PLANNED GIVING Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
is available to talk to Sunday School classes, other groups and 
individuals about how to support the church through planned 
giving to the Wesley Foundation. Reach her at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

• DONATE FROM YOUR SMARTPHONE  
Myers Park United Methodist Church 
now offers a mobile version of  our 
online giving page at www.mpumc.org, 
making it easy for you to give anytime 
from your smartphone. Scan the image 
you see here each week in the Sunday 
bulletin using your phone’s Quick 
Response (QR) code reader.



Scenes from Haiti. Photos by Melissa McGill and Ellen Spence.

Day after day, week after week, the ongoing response of  OFCB 
and leaders like Actionnel is inspiring. This community finds so 
much hope in this ministry – through food, through the health 
clinic, through education. For a week, we were blessed to be 
part of  the work they are doing every day. Hearing the stories, 
our team decided to give most of  our remaining travel cash for 
additional rice and beans for those left out. The next day, we 
participated in a community meal after worship, also purchased 
with a donation from our church. Church member and staffer 
Ellen Spence shared, “Seeing everyone come together over the 
meal, it truly was church.”

There’s something holy in the breaking of  bread, in fellowship 
over a shared meal that sustains. We read about this in accounts 
of  the Last Supper in the Gospels. We see it around the 
kitchen table for family meals, in worship when we take Holy 
Communion together, and in Haiti as the hungry were fed.

Before the feeding of  the 5,000, Jesus told his disciples,  
“You give them something to eat.” 

That day in Haiti, we did.

Continued From Front...

Finding Communion In Haiti...

Reflections From Haiti:
 
The first week or so after our return, my mind was still in 
Haiti. I wanted to return to my new friends and do what I 
could to help them help themselves. I truly miss them. My 
family is discussing plans for the kids’ spring break. A lot 
of  consideration is going toward serving others during that 
period, locally or away.

• Scott Whittle 

The trip to Haiti stirred much emotion in me – happiness, 
sadness, frustration, isolation, despair, uncertainty, 
loneliness. It is unfathomable that a country only a 
four-hour plane ride away is worlds apart from us in 
almost every aspect of  life. There is so much excess and 
abundance in the United States, in Charlotte, in my life. I 
want to live differently but struggle with what that looks 
like. I continue to pray for OFCB and Bayonnais. I pray I 
will find a path that honors them and our trip there.

• Somer Hammack 

On a 6:30 a.m. hike, I saw a student sitting on the side 
of  the mountain, studying before class. Education will 
transform this community. What can you and I do to help 
others? Plug yourself  in where you are passionate and able 
to help. The people of  Haiti have no idea the imprint they 
have left on my heart. I can’t wait to go back and do more 
for those beautiful souls.

• Molly Carlberg



• The season of  stewardship is under way, as church 
members are invited to make a financial commitment to 
support the work of  Myers Park United Methodist Church 
in 2016. Support is sought for the church operating 
budget, plus the Jubilee Plus! fund 
for outreach and scholarships. 
Estimate of  Giving cards and 
supporting material have been 
mailed to homes. People can 
also make a commitment, and 
give, at www.mpumc.org. Cards 
can be filled out and mailed to 
1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, 
NC 28207, placed in the Sunday 
offering plate or dropped off  
at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. A commitment 
is encouraged by Friday, December 4. Members are also 
encouraged to meet the commitment they made for 2015, 
and not wait until the end of  the year to do so.

• The Administrative Board approved a 2016 church budget 
of  $5.6 million, a five-percent increase over 2015. The new 
budget calls for a full-time Local Outreach Coordinator, 
and the new position of  Director of  Volunteer 

Engagement. The church is hiring for 
both, details at www.mpumc.org.

• Clergy compensation and 
nominations for laity to church 
committees will be considered at 
the Charge Conference at 6:00 p.m. 
Monday, November 16, in Room 108 
of  the Parish Life Building. Church 
members are welcome. Mark Kinghorn 
is expected to succeed Jim Rogers as 

Administrative Board Chairman. Dennis Soter succeeds 
Dr. John Clarkson as Finance Committee chair.

Is there a more appropriate ministry to lift up this time of  year 
than one that helps neighbors enjoy a taste of  Thanksgiving?

Those blue canvas bags around the church are part of  the 
autumn rhythm at Myers Park United Methodist. Thanksgiving 
Table Tithe offers people the opportunity to fill one or more 
bags with groceries for a Thanksgiving dinner. Each comes 
with a shopping list. A donation of  a $20 gift card or check 
for each bag will cover the cost of  the turkey. The bags go 
to Loaves & Fishes food pantry and families at Sedgefield 
Elementary, our partner school. Help is needed each year to 

organize and deliver the goods. Visit www.mpumc.org or reach 
lay leader Jennifer Rothacker at jrothacker2@gmail.com. Those 
bringing a bag full of  goods to church on Sunday, November 
15, can drop it off  at the Loaves & Fishes truck at church, or 
in the Parish Life lobby.

Loaves & Fishes provided food to 78,602 people in 2014, half  
of  whom were children. It is hard to imagine: Hungry children 
in a city as wealthy as this one. Even more unfathomable: 
Neighbors going without at Thanksgiving. That’s where the 
blue canvas bags come in.

Each month in the Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.org, Ministry In 
The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist and a cause worth embracing. Support is welcome all year 
round, including through the Jubilee Plus! fund for local and world 
outreach and scholarships. To get involved, visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

“O Lord that lends me life, lend me a heart  
replete with thankfulness.”

William Shakespeare
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THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
• Order a Christmas tree at www.mpumc.org or in person 

Sunday mornings in November in the Parish Life lobby. Sales 
support youth missions. Pick-up December 3-5 in the parking 
lot across from church, where trees will also be for sale. Youth 
also deliver.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15
• Last day to donate a Thanksgiving Table Tithe blue bag full 

of  groceries for Loaves & Fishes. To receive, sort and deliver 
donations: Jen Rothacker at jrothacker2@gmail.com.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18
• Our Senior Pastor signs copies of  his book, Why This Jubilee? at 

5:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. The softcover offers 24 reflections 
on songs of  Advent. It sells for $16.03 (which includes tax).

• From 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall during H.O.T. Wednes-
day, Bringing Advent Home shares centering prayer with children, 
youth and adults. Make a reservation by noon November 17 at 
704-376-5520 (option 6) or hotwednesday@mpumc.org.

• Children’s Ministries’ Advent devotional, Something’s About To 
Happen, is available at H.O.T. Wednesday and around the cam-
pus, with prayers and children’s artwork. One per family.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
• UMAR benefit arts sale, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. outside Jubilee 

Hall, with canvases, pottery, plants, quilts, jewelry and more, 
made by UMAR artists.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24
• Mecklenburg Ministries’ 40th interfaith Thanksgiving ser-

vice, 7:00 p.m. at St. Paul Baptist Church, 1401 Allen St. Rev. 
S. Todd Yeary of  Douglas Memorial Community Church in 
Baltimore preaches. Sign up at www.meckmin.org to sing with 
the interfaith choir. A reception follows at 8:15 p.m. Worship-
ers should bring donations for Loaves & Fishes. Myers Park 
churches will not hold a community Thanksgiving service.

THURSDAY/FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26-27
• Church closed for Thanksgiving (closing at 1:00 p.m. Wednes-

day, November 25). Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 
and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30
• Alternative Gift Market begins at www.mpumc.org. You can 

also buy a charitable gift in honor of  a loved one Sunday 
morning, December 6 and 13, in the Parish Life lobby.

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4-5
• Charlotte Family Housing families shop for Christmas at the 

Jubilee Store in the Parish Life Building. Needed: Volunteers 
and donations of  gifts and toys. Turn to www.mpumc.org. 
Reach member Tammy McFalls at tmcfalls@carolina.rr.com.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
• Breakfast With Mary, 9:00 a.m., Jubilee Hall for ages four 

through second grade. Light breakfast, visit with Mary and 
creating Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus for the nativity. Breakfast 
and crafts sets are $5 each. For reservations and information: 
kwillis@mpumc.org.

• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 to 4:00 p.m. From 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m., guys whose wives run the shop will take over, 
offering piano music, singing and refreshments.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
• Fifth-graders fill stockings for Salvation Army Christmas Bu-

reau, 10:30 a.m. to noon. E-mail jenna@mpumc.org for a list 
of  suggested gift items.

• Music Ministries’ concerts, 5:30 and 7:30 p.m., First United 
Methodist, 501 N. Tryon St. uptown. Free. No tickets needed. 
Shuttle buses run from Myers Park United Methodist.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
• Freedom School CHAMP party, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall. All are welcome to join in the fun.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
• Service Of  Hope And Consolation, 6:30 p.m. in Francis Chapel. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Men and women are invited to the United Methodist Women 

Christmas dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. Howell 
shares from his book, Why This Jubilee? Allyson Ware and Kathy 
Hamilton offer music. For $10 dinner reservations by noon 
December 4, call 704-376-5520 (option one) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Kneeling at the Manger, 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Children are 

invited to come dressed as their favorite Nativity character.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• All ages are invited to the Adults Plus! program at 10:30 a.m. in 

Jubilee Hall: A Christmas Reminiscence with pianist Ethan Uslan. 
Lunch follows. Reservation details to come.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• UMAR party open to all, 11:00 to 1:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
• Youth invited to sing carols and do crafts, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m., Aldersgate retirement community.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
• Christmas in Word and Song, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round, 

Jubilee Hall.
• Lessons and Carols, 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary.
• Moravian Love Feast, 6:00 p.m. in Sanctuary, led by youth.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 

families. Overflow seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, led by youth, col-

lege and young adult choir.
• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 

families. Overflow in Jubilee Hall.
• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. Over-

flow in Jubilee Hall.
• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 

Overflow in Jubilee Hall.
• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• Church closed. Those needing help can call 704-376-8584 and 

follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No Sunday 

School for children. Families encouraged to worship together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Donations 

of  baby items go to Florence Crittenton Services. E-mail 
jenna@mpumc.org for more.

THIS AND THAT
• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a loved 

one? To reserve a poinsettia, send a $14 check to Myers Park 
United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, 
attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also be left at the front desk 
in the Parish Life lobby. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for dedications to be listed in worship bulletins for the 
Lessons and Carols services on December 20. 

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 
loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door. Send a $30 
check to Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also 
be left at the front desk. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for listing in Lessons and Carols on December 20.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Joy Bass Wells, wife of  Bill Wells, who died on October 26, 
2015. Ellen Jane Bowman Hartness, grandmother of  Alisha 
Haynes, who died on November 1, 2015. Merrian King Gardner, 
aunt of  Linda Turner, who died on November 1, 2015.

Babies
Holston Maxwell Wright, son of  Courtney and Lee Wright, born 
on September 16, 2015. Charlotte Reese Beacham, daughter of  
Amanda and Michael Beacham, born on October 15, 2015. 
Lilian Margaret Fogg, daughter of  Julie and Stephen Fogg and 
sister of  Emma Fogg, born on October 20, 2015.

Weddings
Amy Rosenberger and Michael Crittenden, married November 8, 
2015, at the church.

AN EARLY PEEK AT ADVENT, DAY BY DAY 

STEWARDSHIP, CHURCH BUSINESS, 
AND THE 2016 BUDGET

Ministry In The Spotlight:
THANKSGIVING TABLE TITHE



FINDING COMMUNION IN HAITI
Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa 
McGill joined 11 other church members and staffers 
on a mission trip to Haiti. She shares the experience 
here in words and photos. Turn to www.mpumc.org 
for videos, more photos and reflections from the trip.

BAYONNAIS, HAITI – “There’s not 
enough for everyone.”

Pastor Actionnel 
Fleurisma spoke these 
words as four of  us rode 
in an old Pathfinder 
whose engine randomly 
cut off  on the bumpy 
Haitian dirt road. A 
drought the past two 
years has ravaged this 
region of  Haiti. People 
are going hungry. The 

situation is worsening, and our ministry 
partners at OFCB (Organization of  the 

Christian Force of  Bayonnais), led by 
Actionnel, are working to make a difference. 
The day before, our team of  12 worked 
alongside members of  the community to 
pack hundreds of  bags of  rice and beans, 
purchased with a donation from our church, 
to hand out to those most affected. 

But there wasn’t enough. We were going to 
visit people who were working on the main 
road so that they might receive a couple 
of  pounds of  rice and beans. There were 
more workers than food but still they came, 
for the chance, however slight, that they 
might get what their families needed for the 
upcoming week.

Looking into the eyes of  those hungry 
people, all of  us knowing there wasn’t 
enough, was heartbreaking. That day, Haiti 
broke me. But it also put me back together, 
better, more complete. 

Amid all the talk at church staff  meeting the 
other day about Advent activities – singing 
hymns, packing them in for worship and 
the like – Rev. Bill Roth shared a righteous 

reminder. Not 
everyone can muster 
the spirit to sing Joy to 
the World.

Our calendars fill this 
time of  year – with 
parties, shopping 
expeditions and 
gatherings of  a more 

reverent nature at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. The page full of  goings-
on inside today’s Cornerstone is testament to 
that frantic fact. But as busy as you soon 
shall be, I hope you’ll take time to turn 
toward those trying to survive the holidays 
(and life) in the shadows, far from the 
twinkling lights.

They are, after all, the people with whom 
you share an office or a pew. They may 
even be sitting across the dinner table at the 
end of  another long day – burdened by a 
death, troubled by physical or mental illness, 
reeling from a layoff, crippled by addiction, 
wondering if  any of  this will get better 
tomorrow, or ever.

It may be you.

So in the days to come, from Thanksgiving 
through Advent, keep a sharp eye out for 
that troubled soul. Offer a word of  comfort, 
an arm around the shoulder, a gentle 
reminder that help is available.

In all that you do, share the light.

The annual Service of  Hope and Consolation, open 
to the community is at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, December 
8, in Francis Chapel. Director of  Communications 
Ken Garfield writes about church life.

Continued On Insert...

• The next step in the initiative to reignite the church 
strategic plan, Answering Our Call, comes at 6:15 p.m. 
Monday, November 16, in Jubilee Hall. That’s when the 
60 church members who participated in last month’s 
brainstorming session are invited to talk more about 
what to do in five areas: Grow In Faith, Radical Hospi-
tality, Community Building and Partnerships, Education, 
and Affordable Housing. The subcommittee of  the 
Administrative Board has dubbed the project Step, Jump, 
Leap. Among the dozens of  ideas thrown onto the table 
so far: Develop apartments for those who need them on 
church grounds, take Holy Communion into the com-
munity, and open the Children’s Circle church preschool 
to the community in a more intentional way. Those 
wanting to join the conversation or share an idea can 
reach church member Dave Lank at 704-909-8152.

• Church members working to foster a continuing con-
versation on race and reconciliation in Charlotte are 
working on their next move: Inviting African Ameri-
cans who belong to Myers Park United Methodist to 
talk about their experiences at this largely white church. 
Early plans call for a December gathering. The group 
is also intrigued by the suggestion made by Dr. Howell 
and historian Tom Hanchett: Appreciating the growing 
diversity in Charlotte by checking out ethnic restaurants 
and groceries in other parts of  town. Those wanting 
to join this conversation can reach church staffer Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org to add their name and 
voice to the list.

Children’s Ministries’ Jenna Zello shares a meaningful ministry:

“When does 32 + 7 = 650? At Mission Possible. Thirty-two chil-
dren in Grades K-2 and seven adults assembled 250 hospitality 
kits for the homeless through Room In the Inn, and made 400 
sandwiches for neighbors in need at Urban Ministry Center. 
It was a joy to see so many new faces to this program. Mis-
sion Possible meets monthly to engage elementary children in 
service. In September, three vans filled with children in Grades 
K-5 and adult chaperones went to Second Harvest Food Bank 
and packaged 400 backpacks for hungry children. In October, 
25 children in Grades 3-5 helped pack 89,000 meals for Stop 
Hunger Now. Our next mission: Make 150 stockings for the 
Salvation Army Christmas Bureau.”

Children’s Ministries welcomes adults of  all ages to help nurture spiritual 
development in children from birth to fifth grade in Faith Formation, 
Sunday School, Missions/Service, Fellowship, Hospitality and Vacation 
Bible School. Reach Sarah Sumner at sarah@mpumc.org.

OUR KIDS MAKE MISSION POSSIBLE GO

Making cards for Room In The Inn guests. Photo by Jenna Zello.

A Conversation on Faith

Melissa McGill

After worship, the team served a community meal. Photo by Melissa McGill.

Ministry through hoops: 
Ninety youth ages 
12-18 (young men and 
women) are playing 
church basketball this 
winter through the 
IMPACT League. The 
nine Myers Park United 
Methodist teams will 
compete against teams 
from Myers Park Baptist, 
Myers Park Presbyterian 
and Providence United 
Methodist churches. Play 
begins in December, 
with a focus on learning 
the game and embracing 
fellowship – and not on 
winning at all costs.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

STEP, JUMP, LEAP; RACE AND RECONCILIATION

‘That Day, Haiti Broke Me’




