
‘THERE IS NOWHERE I WOULD RATHER BE…’
Dr. Melanie Dobson, our Minister of  Faith Formation, reflects on the recent healing service 
in Francis Chapel.

“About a dozen people came. It is a quiet service, with spaces of  silence inter-
spersed by prayer, scripture and the anointing with oil. People came forward, 
kneeled on the praying bench, and poured forth their hearts. There were needs 
for physical healing from disease, wisdom in difficult relationships, vocational 
discernment, deep anxiety, grief  from the death of  a loved one. Tears flowed 
at that altar rail. And somehow, people sensed the love of  God, that they are 
not alone, and received strength to keep going. Dr. Howell said afterward, 
‘This is one of  the most important things we do as a church.’ I couldn’t 
agree more. My own heart gets touched, transformed in the process. There is 
nowhere I would rather be than marking oil on foreheads, smelling the slight 
scent of  frankincense mixed in olive oil, and speaking words of  prayer.”

A SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP

Dr. Melanie Dobson

By Ken Garfield

Determined to leap into the future, 60 
church members, clergy and staff  shared big 
ideas last week on where they want Myers 
Park United Methodist to go. The initiative 
is called Step, Jump, Leap. The goal is to push 
the church in bold directions. The gathering 
in Jubilee Hall was the first step on a journey 
toward “dislodging the church from its 
comfort zone,” as one participant put it.

Church member Dave Lank put it this way in 
his opening prayer: “Disturb us. Disturb us 
not to accept the status quo.”

Dave chairs a 15-person group created 
by the Administrative Board and charged 
with breathing life into the church strategic 
plan, Answering Our Call, in five areas: Grow 
In Faith, Radical Hospitality, Community 
Building And Partnerships, Education, 

and Affordable Housing. At the dinner 
meeting, invited guests were divided into 
five groups and asked to share their hopes, 
dreams and ideas for how this 5,300-member 
congregation can best assert its influence 
on a world in need. As one handout put it, 
“Take what we have and move them to a 
different level.”

At the Affordable Housing table, among the 
ideas proposed was raising  money to create 
another Elizabeth House-like home to help 
families move from homelessness to a stable 
place of  their own.

At the Community Building And 
Partnerships table, Dr. John Clarkson said 
that before we can engage in a meaningful 
dialogue with others in the community, we 
must understand our own shortcomings 
and prejudices. With talk centered around 
current partnerships with South Tryon 

On the eve of  the stewardship season, here’s 
what to look for:

• A letter from Dr. Howell arriving 
soon in homes celebrates the start 
of  the campaign to support the work 
of  the church in 2016. The theme is 
Thy Kingdom Come, and as Dr. Howell 
writes: “Our greatest passion is for 
God’s Kingdom to come, to become 
real in what we do as a Church. Your 
contributions are an investment in the 
dawning of  this Kingdom.”

• In early November, look in the mail 
for an Estimate of  Giving card, and 
photos and stories celebrating the good 
that flows from the congregation’s 
generosity. All are encouraged to fill 
out their card and return it by year’s 
end, with an estimate of  support 
(pledge) for 2016. As always, you can 
financially support the annual church 
operating budget plus the Jubilee Plus! 
fund for local and world outreach and 
scholarships. The Jubilee Plus! goal for 
2016 is $1 million. Cards can be mailed 
to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207, put in the Sunday offering 
plate or brought to the front desk in 
the Parish Life lobby. As the church 
moves toward a culture of  giving, all are  
welcome to make a contribution beyond 
their pledge, whenever the spirit moves 
them. 

• You will also be able to pledge, and give, 
at www.mpumc.org.

• In coming weeks, the Cornerstone, website, 
e-mails, worship bulletins, social media 
platforms and mailings will tell the story 
of  Thy Kingdom Come. From educating 
children in Haiti to working for racial 
harmony in Charlotte to singing God’s 
praises to  comforting the bereaved, the 
church yearns to serve, and do more. It 
is, as Dr. Howell writes, “A daring dream 
– the kind of  thing God asks of  us.”

• The 2015 church budget is $5,335,000. 
The 2016 budget will be set in the next 
month. For questions about the financial 
life of  the church, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-
4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

Continued Inside...

Kingdomcome
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• The Prescription of  Hope luncheon to support the Mitchell 
Bays Turner Pediatric Fund was a tender success. Some 
700 people filled a Convention Center ballroom to 
celebrate Mitchie’s life. He died from leukemia in 2014 
at age two. His parents, church members Meg McEl-
wain and Frank Turner, started the fund to help families 
facing a pediatric illness. The luncheon raised $80,000. 
Mitchie lived for 774 days. He spent 184 of  them in the 
hospital. Details: www.mitchellsfund.org.

• Talk about a joy (and a joyful noise from all that enthu-
siasm), 225 volunteers packed 86,400 meals through 
Stop Hunger Now (www.stophungernow.org). There was 
fellowship, hard work and, of  course, hair nets. Church 
youth will pack the remaining meals, to be shared with 
hungry people around the world.

• Despite the summer drought, the garden beside the 
Parish Life Building produced 27 gallons of  herbs and 
lemon grass and 536 pounds of  eggplant, zucchini, 
squash, peppers and cucumbers. Goodies go to refugees 
in Charlotte. Details: Mike Farrell at mikefarrell1950@
gmail.com.

• A “You go, girl” to church member/ace swimmer Mary 
Katherine Vass: She won three gold medals and three 
silvers in the 75-79 age group at the N.C. Senior Games 
in Cary. Mary Katherine, 79, reflects: “I recommend 
swimming as a great total exercise without impact of  
gravity. It is an individual activity, suspended in weight-
lessness. The mind is cleared for meditation, rhythmic 
breath prayer and just being.” Putting on her game face, 
she adds, “Now for competition, it’s different.”

Turn inside to read 
about the latest progress 
in the lay-led effort to 
address the racial, class 
and cultural divide in 
Charlotte. We share here 
part of  an e-mail from 
church member Anne 
Bryant to the effort’s 
organizers, framing 
the urgency of  the 
unfolding effort: “I am 
all in for helping as I 
feel very strongly that 
we cannot go back to 
our daily life, one more 
time, and think we have 
resolved this issue.”
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
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Church members and staff  worked together to shingle the roof.
Photo by Melissa McGill.

By Ken Garfield

Since the raising of  the first roof, Myers Park United 
Methodist Church has served with Habitat for Humanity, 
supporting the ministry with prayers, money and more than a 
few blisters.

Myers Park United Methodist helped establish Habitat in 
Charlotte in 1983 – one of  the region’s first nonprofits to 
focus on affordable housing. Habitat has served 1,450 families 
with housing during that time, making it one of  the nation’s 
largest chapters. Since 1991, the records show that Myers Park 
United Methodist has helped build 19 homes, and donated 
more than $705,000 to the cause.

This autumn, the church partnered with Myers Park 
Presbyterian to build a five-bedroom house in the Grier 
Heights community. As is the Habitat way, pounding 
nails alongside church volunteers was homeowner-to-be 
Bonaventure Kamwanga and his family. Bonaventure works as 
a sales associate at Walmart. He and his wife, Kayembe, from 
the Congo, will live in the home with their six children.

To learn more about Habitat, visit www.habitatcharlotte.org. 
To learn more about all the outreach opportunities at Myers 
Park United Methodist, visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

The last, and most eloquent word, goes to church member 
June Rhyne, who helped organize this latest Habitat build: 
“Habitat is more than building houses. Don’t get me 
wrong, the construction of  a home in such short order 
using unskilled labor is remarkable. But even longer-

lasting are the relationships built: Newfound camaraderie 
among church members, renewed respect for the Habitat 
organization, enhanced compassion for hard-working, first-
time homeowners and, most important of  all, an enriched 
understanding of  what it means to be God’s hands at work.”

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.
org, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers 
Park United Methodist Church and a cause worth embracing. Support 
is welcome all year round, including financially through the Jubilee Plus! 
fund for local and world outreach and scholarships.

Church members Drew Vigor, Will Barr (left) and the Cavenaughs (right) are among the many who volunteered in driving donations 
south to Trenholm Road United Methodist Church in Columbia, S.C. Photos by Melissa McGill and Jenny Cavenaugh.

Community and Sedgefield Elementary School, Dr. Howell 
offered an example of  a bold step: What if  parents at nearby 
Selwyn Elementary chose to move their children to the largely 
low-income Sedgefield? Director of  Music Jimmy Jones 
suggested that our church join in concert with musical groups 
from another church – a concept that could spread to other 
ministries. For example, what if  we welcomed children from 
all sides of  town to Vacation Bible School?

The Radical Hospitality table had the same broad notion: 

Joining in Bible study with other churches and groups, and 
taking Holy Communion out into the community during Lent.

Dave said his group will meet soon to review all the ideas 
that flew around Jubilee Hall, and report back to the larger 
Administrative Board. The goal now, he says, is to “keep the 
conversation going.” He welcomes input: Reach him at 704-
909-8152 or lankdb@aol.com.

Continued From Front...

A dozen church members swapped ideas about how to address 
the racial, cultural and class divide in Charlotte, agreeing that 
the best place to begin is at home.

The informal coalition expressed interest in listening to 
the small number of  African Americans who attend Myers 
Park United Methodist talk about life at the church. Richard 
Harrison and Robert Roulhac, African American church 
members, offered personal insights. The group agreed that 
a “listening session” with white and black church members 
would be instructive, perhaps followed by a session to include 

community leaders sharing efforts already under way in 
the push for reconciliation. Church member Roulhac says 
addressing the congregation’s feelings on race is a good start. 
“It can’t stop there,” he added. “It has to go out into the 
community.”

Those wanting to join the conversation can reach church 
staffer Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org to add their name 
and voice to the list.

Ken Garfield

Hundreds of  church members and neighbors are rallying 
around victims of  the floods in Columbia, S.C., expressing 
compassion through the donation of  bottled water and more.

The Parish Life Building lobby has been filled with relief  
supplies bound for Trenholm Road United Methodist, which 
has served as a distribution center. The goods that have come 
in around the clock are loaded and driven to Columbia by 
a steady band of  volunteers. Jenny Cavenaugh shared her 
experience: “Preston and I drove two pick-up trucks and had 
a trailer on it filled with stuff  from our church. Within about 
10 minutes of  us pulling into the church down there, they 
had us unloaded and everything was in the gym. What a great 
set-up they have down there for people in need. While I was 
in Pineville buying water to take down there, an elderly man 
jokingly asked if  I was thirsty because my cart was filled with 

water. I laughed and told him we were going to deliver them 
for our church. He said he wanted to help, and pulled out a 
$20 bill to help cover the waters. Many blessings.”

• The church continues collecting bottled water, hygiene 
items, diapers, heavy-duty gloves, canned goods, heavy-
duty trash bags and all-purpose surgical masks. Donations 
are welcome in the lobby. Financial donations are also 
welcome to help specific families with whom we are 
connecting. Give online at www.mpumc.org. Designate 
the gift for Flood Relief. Or write a check to the church, 
with Flood Relief in the memo line, and put it in the Sunday 
offering plate, drop it off  at the front desk in the Parish 
Life lobby or mail to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Constance “Connie” Edwards Smith, mother of  Grant Smith, 
grandmother of  Grant Smith Jr. and Janna Laughridge and 
great-grandmother of  Lila and Parker Laughridge, who died 
on September 21, 2015. John Wesley “Wes” Bobbitt, husband 
of  Sandra Bobbitt, father of  Reid and Jennifer Bobbitt and 
brother of  Brown Bobbitt, who died on September 26, 2015. 
Evelyn M. Dugan, grandmother of  Jennie Dugan, who died on 
October 1, 2015. Eugene Herman “Jack” Copeland, husband of  
Ann Copeland, father of  Letitia Grossman and grandfather of  
Margaret and Sarah Grossman, who died on October 4, 2015. 
Nova Rubidge Ayliff  Coetzee, mother of  Andy Brinkley and 
grandmother of  Susannah, Matthew and Shannon Brinkley, 
who died on October 5, 2015.

Babies
Anna Henderson Taylor, daughter of  Lauren and Chris Taylor, 
granddaughter of  Ren Jetton, niece of  Chip and Lauren Jetton 
and cousin of  Caroline and Abby Jetton, born on September 
17, 2015. Margaret Frances Anderson, daughter of  Johanna and 
Chris Anderson, born on September 25, 2015.

Weddings
Jessica Nomina and Andrew Clark Haley, married October 3, 
2015, at the church. Jennifer Elizabeth Paternostro and Parker Evans 
Moore, married October 10, 2015, at the church.

Ministry In The Spotlight:
BUILDING HOMES WITH SWEAT AND LOVE

‘MANY BLESSINGS’
Our Church Is Rushing To Flood Victims’ Aid

TASK FORCE FOCUS: ‘DISTURB US’

NEXT STEP FOR ‘RACE’ GROUP: LISTEN



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

October 14, 2015

• THE WILL OF GOD Dr. Howell will explore The Will 
Of  God at 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 26, in Jubilee Hall. 
He shares: “Why bad things happen, how we make sense of  
injustice if  God is just, how we know what God is asking us 
to do.”

• DONATE CLASSROOM SUPPPLIES Donations of  
classroom supplies for partner school Sedgefield Middle 
are welcome through October 25 in the Parish Life lobby: 
Packages of  color pencils, regular No. 2 pencils and wide-
rule, loose leaf  notebook paper. Also needed are $10 Target 
and Walmart gift cards. Drop those off  at the missions 
office beside the Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the 
Parish Life Building.

• PHANTOM OF THE ORGAN The annual Halloween 
extravaganza is at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, October 28, in the 
Sanctuary, after H.O.T. Wednesday. As the scary folks in 
Music Ministries explain: “The animal kingdom takes over 
our Sanctuary for fun and laughter. Children and adults of  
all ages are invited to dress in their favorite costumes to 
sing along and listen to spooky organ music. Our Junior 
Choir will join us for the first time.”

• LOAVES & FISHES A new ministry launched October 
14 – stocking shelves and taking inventory of  donations at 
the Loaves & Fishes food pantry at 648 B Griffith Road. 
The ministry meets the second Wednesday of  each month. 
To get involved, reach lay leader Laura Weller at 704-918-
8242 or lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

• MISSION: COSTA RICA Mark that spring break 
calendar for the next mission trips to San Isidro, Costa Rica, 
to work construction and build relationships – March 19-
26, and March 26 to April 2, 2016.

• WOMEN’S RETREAT Registration is open for the 
10th annual Women’s Retreat February 5-7 at Caraway 
Conference Center near Asheboro. Dr. Melanie Dobson 
will be the speaker. The theme is Beautifully Made In God’s 
Image. Cost is $185. Learn more and sign up at www.
mpumc.org/women.

• ADULTS PLUS! The Adults Plus! group for ages 55 and over 
will gather at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, October 21, in Room 103 
of  the Parish Life Building for a program on hospitalization 
and rehab. A panel representing senior home health, physical 
therapy and Novant Health will share information and answer 
questions. A $5 lunch (chicken breast and fixings) follows at 
noon in Jubilee Hall. To make a lunch reservation before noon 
October 20, call 704-376-8584 (option 2) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

• MISSION U A new series of  small-group studies, Mission 
U, begins on Thursday, October 15, from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. 
The topic of  the first six-week class is The Church And People 
With Disabilities: Awareness, Accessibility And Advocacy. Each 
class, sponsored by United Methodist Women, is open to men 
and women of  all ages. To sign up, visit www.mpumc.org/
smallgroups.

• FLU, PNEUMONIA SHOTS Flu and pneumonia shots will 
be given from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. Monday, October 19, and 1:00 
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 20, in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building. There are no reservations, walk-ins are welcome. 
Cost/details: Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@
mpumc.org.

• MEDICARE D COUNSELING Those needing to review 
their Medicare D policy can do so in the Church Library (Room 
111 n the Parish Life Building) on October 20, 22, 27 and 29; 
November 2, 4, 10, 11, 12, 18 and 24; and December 1,2 and 3. 
To make an appointment, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 
or crivera@mpumc.org. Bring a list of  medication and dosages.

• DONATE FROM YOUR SMARTPHONE  
Myers Park United Methodist Church 
now offers a mobile version of  our 
online giving page at www.mpumc.org, 
making it easy for you to give anytime 
from your smartphone. Scan the image 
you see here each week in the Sunday 
bulletin using your phone’s Quick 
Response (QR) code reader.



A Conversation On Faith
‘YOU JUST HAD TO LAUGH  

AT THAT POINT’
For 64 years as husband and wife, long-time church members 
Bob and Marilea Grogan had as close to a perfect marriage as 

two people can have. They laughed all the 
time, rarely bickered, and never let life’s 
inevitable challenges throw them for a 
loop. When they took the four children to 
Disney World, Bob and Marilea took turns 
staying back in the car with Gary, their 
special needs son, when he needed a break. 
It was one of  a thousand illustrations of  
what family, what loved ones, do for one 

another. If  there was a silver lining in life, they’d find it.

“They took care of  each other,” their daughter, Lori Blumberg, 
told me. “Everything they did, they did as a team.”

Bob, a retired UNCC Charlotte administrator who devoted 
his career to his students, passed away on September 19 from 
colon cancer. He was 89. In the last hours, the family gathered 
around his bedside, and on the bed beside him, and sang “Blue 
Ridge Mountains of  Virginia” and some other old favorites of  
his. Though the Grogans moved a decade ago to Earlysville, 
Va., to be closer to Lori and her family, there was no doubt the 
memorial service would be back home at Myers Park United 
Methodist Church. It was set for Saturday, September 26. On 
Thursday, September 24, two days before the service, Marilea, 
86, fell and broke her left hip – bending down to pick up the 
church directory to get the church address for a niece driving to 
the funeral.

“You’d think from a squatting position, you couldn’t break 
something,” Marilea told me by phone from the rehab center 
after surgery. She was muttering when she said it. 

She had to miss her husband’s funeral, of  course. So did Lori, 
the caregiver among the four kids. When she fell, before the 
Rescue Squad came, Marilea’s first call was to Lori, to tell her, 
“You’re not going to like this.” But not to worry. Rev. Bill Roth 
and Jim Deal, our video/sound guru, arranged for Marilea and 
Lori to watch and listen to the service from the hospital room 
in Charlottesville, Va., live on a computer.

Then a giant tree fell outside the church in one of  the recent 
storms and knocked out power to the church.

“You just had to laugh at that point,” Lori told me.

The service went on, in Francis Chapel, with candles in the 
window and the piano in place of  the organ. The gathering of  
other loved ones and friends sang “How Great Thou Art.” But 
the gathering did not include Bob’s wife and daughter. They’ll 
have to make do with the DVD of  the service that we mailed to 
them afterward.

Some might read this tender tale and think that it just wasn’t 
meant for Marilea to be at Bob’s funeral, that somehow it 
was part of  God’s plan. I’ll leave that conversation to greater 
theological minds than mine. But if  you look beyond what 
appears to be an apparently random set of  mishaps and 
misfortune, maybe there’s a lesson here, delivered by a family 
who shows us what to do when stuff  happens…

As Lori put it, “You just keep on keepin’ on.”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

Bob and Marilea Grogan. Photo contributed by the family.



Church members and staff  worked together to shingle the roof.
Photo by Melissa McGill.

By Ken Garfield

Since the raising of  the first roof, Myers Park United 
Methodist Church has served with Habitat for Humanity, 
supporting the ministry with prayers, money and more than a 
few blisters.

Myers Park United Methodist helped establish Habitat in 
Charlotte in 1983 – one of  the region’s first nonprofits to 
focus on affordable housing. Habitat has served 1,450 families 
with housing during that time, making it one of  the nation’s 
largest chapters. Since 1991, the records show that Myers Park 
United Methodist has helped build 19 homes, and donated 
more than $705,000 to the cause.

This autumn, the church partnered with Myers Park 
Presbyterian to build a five-bedroom house in the Grier 
Heights community. As is the Habitat way, pounding 
nails alongside church volunteers was homeowner-to-be 
Bonaventure Kamwanga and his family. Bonaventure works as 
a sales associate at Walmart. He and his wife, Kayembe, from 
the Congo, will live in the home with their six children.

To learn more about Habitat, visit www.habitatcharlotte.org. 
To learn more about all the outreach opportunities at Myers 
Park United Methodist, visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

The last, and most eloquent word, goes to church member 
June Rhyne, who helped organize this latest Habitat build: 
“Habitat is more than building houses. Don’t get me 
wrong, the construction of  a home in such short order 
using unskilled labor is remarkable. But even longer-

lasting are the relationships built: Newfound camaraderie 
among church members, renewed respect for the Habitat 
organization, enhanced compassion for hard-working, first-
time homeowners and, most important of  all, an enriched 
understanding of  what it means to be God’s hands at work.”

Each month in the Cornerstone church newsletter and at www.mpumc.
org, Ministry In The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers 
Park United Methodist Church and a cause worth embracing. Support 
is welcome all year round, including financially through the Jubilee Plus! 
fund for local and world outreach and scholarships.

Church members Drew Vigor, Will Barr (left) and the Cavenaughs (right) are among the many who volunteered in driving donations 
south to Trenholm Road United Methodist Church in Columbia, S.C. Photos by Melissa McGill and Jenny Cavenaugh.

Community and Sedgefield Elementary School, Dr. Howell 
offered an example of  a bold step: What if  parents at nearby 
Selwyn Elementary chose to move their children to the largely 
low-income Sedgefield? Director of  Music Jimmy Jones 
suggested that our church join in concert with musical groups 
from another church – a concept that could spread to other 
ministries. For example, what if  we welcomed children from 
all sides of  town to Vacation Bible School?

The Radical Hospitality table had the same broad notion: 

Joining in Bible study with other churches and groups, and 
taking Holy Communion out into the community during Lent.

Dave said his group will meet soon to review all the ideas 
that flew around Jubilee Hall, and report back to the larger 
Administrative Board. The goal now, he says, is to “keep the 
conversation going.” He welcomes input: Reach him at 704-
909-8152 or lankdb@aol.com.

Continued From Front...

A dozen church members swapped ideas about how to address 
the racial, cultural and class divide in Charlotte, agreeing that 
the best place to begin is at home.

The informal coalition expressed interest in listening to 
the small number of  African Americans who attend Myers 
Park United Methodist talk about life at the church. Richard 
Harrison and Robert Roulhac, African American church 
members, offered personal insights. The group agreed that 
a “listening session” with white and black church members 
would be instructive, perhaps followed by a session to include 

community leaders sharing efforts already under way in 
the push for reconciliation. Church member Roulhac says 
addressing the congregation’s feelings on race is a good start. 
“It can’t stop there,” he added. “It has to go out into the 
community.”

Those wanting to join the conversation can reach church 
staffer Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org to add their name 
and voice to the list.

Ken Garfield

Hundreds of  church members and neighbors are rallying 
around victims of  the floods in Columbia, S.C., expressing 
compassion through the donation of  bottled water and more.

The Parish Life Building lobby has been filled with relief  
supplies bound for Trenholm Road United Methodist, which 
has served as a distribution center. The goods that have come 
in around the clock are loaded and driven to Columbia by 
a steady band of  volunteers. Jenny Cavenaugh shared her 
experience: “Preston and I drove two pick-up trucks and had 
a trailer on it filled with stuff  from our church. Within about 
10 minutes of  us pulling into the church down there, they 
had us unloaded and everything was in the gym. What a great 
set-up they have down there for people in need. While I was 
in Pineville buying water to take down there, an elderly man 
jokingly asked if  I was thirsty because my cart was filled with 

water. I laughed and told him we were going to deliver them 
for our church. He said he wanted to help, and pulled out a 
$20 bill to help cover the waters. Many blessings.”

• The church continues collecting bottled water, hygiene 
items, diapers, heavy-duty gloves, canned goods, heavy-
duty trash bags and all-purpose surgical masks. Donations 
are welcome in the lobby. Financial donations are also 
welcome to help specific families with whom we are 
connecting. Give online at www.mpumc.org. Designate 
the gift for Flood Relief. Or write a check to the church, 
with Flood Relief in the memo line, and put it in the Sunday 
offering plate, drop it off  at the front desk in the Parish 
Life lobby or mail to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Constance “Connie” Edwards Smith, mother of  Grant Smith, 
grandmother of  Grant Smith Jr. and Janna Laughridge and 
great-grandmother of  Lila and Parker Laughridge, who died 
on September 21, 2015. John Wesley “Wes” Bobbitt, husband 
of  Sandra Bobbitt, father of  Reid and Jennifer Bobbitt and 
brother of  Brown Bobbitt, who died on September 26, 2015. 
Evelyn M. Dugan, grandmother of  Jennie Dugan, who died on 
October 1, 2015. Eugene Herman “Jack” Copeland, husband of  
Ann Copeland, father of  Letitia Grossman and grandfather of  
Margaret and Sarah Grossman, who died on October 4, 2015. 
Nova Rubidge Ayliff  Coetzee, mother of  Andy Brinkley and 
grandmother of  Susannah, Matthew and Shannon Brinkley, 
who died on October 5, 2015.

Babies
Anna Henderson Taylor, daughter of  Lauren and Chris Taylor, 
granddaughter of  Ren Jetton, niece of  Chip and Lauren Jetton 
and cousin of  Caroline and Abby Jetton, born on September 
17, 2015. Margaret Frances Anderson, daughter of  Johanna and 
Chris Anderson, born on September 25, 2015.

Weddings
Jessica Nomina and Andrew Clark Haley, married October 3, 
2015, at the church. Jennifer Elizabeth Paternostro and Parker Evans 
Moore, married October 10, 2015, at the church.
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‘THERE IS NOWHERE I WOULD RATHER BE…’
Dr. Melanie Dobson, our Minister of  Faith Formation, reflects on the recent healing service 
in Francis Chapel.

“About a dozen people came. It is a quiet service, with spaces of  silence inter-
spersed by prayer, scripture and the anointing with oil. People came forward, 
kneeled on the praying bench, and poured forth their hearts. There were needs 
for physical healing from disease, wisdom in difficult relationships, vocational 
discernment, deep anxiety, grief  from the death of  a loved one. Tears flowed 
at that altar rail. And somehow, people sensed the love of  God, that they are 
not alone, and received strength to keep going. Dr. Howell said afterward, 
‘This is one of  the most important things we do as a church.’ I couldn’t 
agree more. My own heart gets touched, transformed in the process. There is 
nowhere I would rather be than marking oil on foreheads, smelling the slight 
scent of  frankincense mixed in olive oil, and speaking words of  prayer.”

A SEASON OF STEWARDSHIP

Dr. Melanie Dobson

By Ken Garfield

Determined to leap into the future, 60 
church members, clergy and staff  shared big 
ideas last week on where they want Myers 
Park United Methodist to go. The initiative 
is called Step, Jump, Leap. The goal is to push 
the church in bold directions. The gathering 
in Jubilee Hall was the first step on a journey 
toward “dislodging the church from its 
comfort zone,” as one participant put it.

Church member Dave Lank put it this way in 
his opening prayer: “Disturb us. Disturb us 
not to accept the status quo.”

Dave chairs a 15-person group created 
by the Administrative Board and charged 
with breathing life into the church strategic 
plan, Answering Our Call, in five areas: Grow 
In Faith, Radical Hospitality, Community 
Building And Partnerships, Education, 

and Affordable Housing. At the dinner 
meeting, invited guests were divided into 
five groups and asked to share their hopes, 
dreams and ideas for how this 5,300-member 
congregation can best assert its influence 
on a world in need. As one handout put it, 
“Take what we have and move them to a 
different level.”

At the Affordable Housing table, among the 
ideas proposed was raising  money to create 
another Elizabeth House-like home to help 
families move from homelessness to a stable 
place of  their own.

At the Community Building And 
Partnerships table, Dr. John Clarkson said 
that before we can engage in a meaningful 
dialogue with others in the community, we 
must understand our own shortcomings 
and prejudices. With talk centered around 
current partnerships with South Tryon 

On the eve of  the stewardship season, here’s 
what to look for:

• A letter from Dr. Howell arriving 
soon in homes celebrates the start 
of  the campaign to support the work 
of  the church in 2016. The theme is 
Thy Kingdom Come, and as Dr. Howell 
writes: “Our greatest passion is for 
God’s Kingdom to come, to become 
real in what we do as a Church. Your 
contributions are an investment in the 
dawning of  this Kingdom.”

• In early November, look in the mail 
for an Estimate of  Giving card, and 
photos and stories celebrating the good 
that flows from the congregation’s 
generosity. All are encouraged to fill 
out their card and return it by year’s 
end, with an estimate of  support 
(pledge) for 2016. As always, you can 
financially support the annual church 
operating budget plus the Jubilee Plus! 
fund for local and world outreach and 
scholarships. The Jubilee Plus! goal for 
2016 is $1 million. Cards can be mailed 
to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 
28207, put in the Sunday offering 
plate or brought to the front desk in 
the Parish Life lobby. As the church 
moves toward a culture of  giving, all are  
welcome to make a contribution beyond 
their pledge, whenever the spirit moves 
them. 

• You will also be able to pledge, and give, 
at www.mpumc.org.

• In coming weeks, the Cornerstone, website, 
e-mails, worship bulletins, social media 
platforms and mailings will tell the story 
of  Thy Kingdom Come. From educating 
children in Haiti to working for racial 
harmony in Charlotte to singing God’s 
praises to  comforting the bereaved, the 
church yearns to serve, and do more. It 
is, as Dr. Howell writes, “A daring dream 
– the kind of  thing God asks of  us.”

• The 2015 church budget is $5,335,000. 
The 2016 budget will be set in the next 
month. For questions about the financial 
life of  the church, reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-
4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

Continued Inside...

Kingdomcome

Thy

• The Prescription of  Hope luncheon to support the Mitchell 
Bays Turner Pediatric Fund was a tender success. Some 
700 people filled a Convention Center ballroom to 
celebrate Mitchie’s life. He died from leukemia in 2014 
at age two. His parents, church members Meg McEl-
wain and Frank Turner, started the fund to help families 
facing a pediatric illness. The luncheon raised $80,000. 
Mitchie lived for 774 days. He spent 184 of  them in the 
hospital. Details: www.mitchellsfund.org.

• Talk about a joy (and a joyful noise from all that enthu-
siasm), 225 volunteers packed 86,400 meals through 
Stop Hunger Now (www.stophungernow.org). There was 
fellowship, hard work and, of  course, hair nets. Church 
youth will pack the remaining meals, to be shared with 
hungry people around the world.

• Despite the summer drought, the garden beside the 
Parish Life Building produced 27 gallons of  herbs and 
lemon grass and 536 pounds of  eggplant, zucchini, 
squash, peppers and cucumbers. Goodies go to refugees 
in Charlotte. Details: Mike Farrell at mikefarrell1950@
gmail.com.

• A “You go, girl” to church member/ace swimmer Mary 
Katherine Vass: She won three gold medals and three 
silvers in the 75-79 age group at the N.C. Senior Games 
in Cary. Mary Katherine, 79, reflects: “I recommend 
swimming as a great total exercise without impact of  
gravity. It is an individual activity, suspended in weight-
lessness. The mind is cleared for meditation, rhythmic 
breath prayer and just being.” Putting on her game face, 
she adds, “Now for competition, it’s different.”

Turn inside to read 
about the latest progress 
in the lay-led effort to 
address the racial, class 
and cultural divide in 
Charlotte. We share here 
part of  an e-mail from 
church member Anne 
Bryant to the effort’s 
organizers, framing 
the urgency of  the 
unfolding effort: “I am 
all in for helping as I 
feel very strongly that 
we cannot go back to 
our daily life, one more 
time, and think we have 
resolved this issue.”
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

STOP HUNGER NOW; YOU GO, MARY KATHERINE TASK FORCE FOCUS: ‘DISTURB US’




