
STOP HUNGER NOW SPREADS; SINGLE BOOMERS

• Young Adults Ministries is planning a pilgrimage in 
April 2016 to Los Angeles, San Diego and Tijuana 
(Mexico) to explore social justice issues, including gangs 
and sex traffi cking, both growing problems in Char-
lotte. A meeting to plan the pilgrimage will be at 4:30 
p.m. Sunday, October 4, in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Director of  Young Adults Ryan Blal-
ock at 704-851-1115 or rblalock@mpumc.org.

• Looking ahead, Dr. Howell will talk about The Will Of  
God at 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 26, in Jubilee Hall. 
As he says: “Why bad things happen, how we make 
sense of  injustice if  God is just, how we know what 
God is asking us to do…”

• Look in October in the Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.
org for a story celebrating the latest Ministry In The 
Spotlight – Habitat For Humanity. Details on how to get 
involved in the house currently being built is elsewhere 
in today’s Cornerstone.

• Look soon as well for stories, photos, mailings and 
online postings, all celebrating the annual stewardship 
campaign to fi nancially support the work of  the church 
in the world, including Jubilee Plus! This year’s theme: 
Thy Kingdom Come. As Dr. Howell says, “Our dreams for 
2016 are inspiring.”

• And remember to wear your name badge to church, in 
the spirit of  getting to know each other better. Badges 
can be ordered in the Goodness Gracious! gift shop.

• Talk about spreading the good news: Church member 
Thompson Brock, 18, participated in the Stop Hunger 
Now meal-packing project that has captivated My-
ers Park United Methodist Church. Thusly inspired, 
Thompson helped bring Stop Hunger Now to Woodberry 
Forest School, where the campus community packaged 
175,395 meals on Labor Day. “I fi rst learned about this 
project when I participated in an event at my church in 
Charlotte,” Thompson told a school publication. “From 
that moment on, I have wanted to bring it to Woodber-
ry.” Thompson, son of  Ann and the late David Brock, 
is a senior at Woodberry Forest in Virginia. The next 
Stop Hunger Now day at the church is Sunday, October 4 
(details elsewhere in the Cornerstone).

• Single Boomers (those born between 1946 and 1964) 
are welcome to share in the fellowship and fun of  this 

church ministry. The group, made up of  those who are 
divorced, widowed or never married, typically meets the 
second Tuesday of  each month for dinner at a different 
restaurant. The group has also gone to the mountains, 
attended cultural events, enjoyed boating on Lake Nor-
man and more. To learn more, reach Jan Nomina at jan.
nomina@gmail.com.

• Props to church member Avery Buie, daughter of  
Charles and Elizabeth Buie. A member of  Girl Scout 
Troop 3033, she earned the Gold Award through 
her project – creating memory boxes for Alzheimer’s 
patients and donating them to assisted living facilities. 
The boxes contain items that use smell, touch, sight and 
sound to evoke memories and help people remember 
the past. There’s more at Avery’s website:  www.alzmem-
oryboxes.weebly.com.

Rev. Brian Childers

A Conversation On Faith
REMEMBERING STORIES OF 9/11
NEW YORK – Sharon and I traveled to 
New York last week for the wedding of  a 

50something cousin 
of  mine who found 
love late in life. At 
our age, it’s rare and 
wonderful that families 
can come from all over 
to celebrate a happy 
occasion. A couple of  
days after the party, 

I slipped off  to tour the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum and pause at the north and south 
refl ecting pools that mark the spot where the 
towers once stood. My parents spent some 
of  the best years of  their life together within 
walking distance of  the World Trade Center. 
When Matt and Ellen were small, we took 
our summer vacations in New York, posing 
for family photos with the towers behind 
us. Every so often, I’ll pull out a picture – to 
spend a moment with my folks, remember 
those vacations, and recall 9/11. Last 
week’s trip to the museum was a personal 
pilgrimage.

It was the $2 bill that got to me.

Before riding the escalator to the below-
ground museum, I had prepared myself  

for news footage of  the towers coming 
down. The charred fi re trucks salvaged 
from the rubble. Even the photographs 
of  the 2,983 victims. But what I hadn’t 
anticipated was the power of  the stories 
shared in voice-overs from loved ones and 
prized possessions plucked from the dust. 
These memories and artifacts spoke not 
of  triumphs and accomplishments, but of  
small details that captured the essence of  a 
life. That $2 bill was preserved behind glass. 
One of  the victims carried it in his wallet 
to remind him how his wife – his second wife 
– fi lled his life with a joy he thought he’d 
never know. She, too, carried a $2 bill in her 
wallet because it was her second marriage, 
her second chance as well.

I stared at the crumpled $2 bill, and for a 
moment, the rush of  tourists faded into 
silence. I thought about the husband and 
wife, and the thousands of  others who died 
that September morning. And I thought 
about the rest of  us, the living, the ones 
whose stories are worth savoring as well, 
often with something as small and precious 
as a $2 bill stuffed inside a wallet.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes 
about church life.

By Melissa McGill

The music ministry to children and youth 
has a new leader: Rev. Brian Childers begins 
full-time work 
in mid-October 
as Director 
of  Music for 
Children and 
Youth. He was 
chosen after 
a nationwide 
search, and 
succeeds Allyson 
Ware.

“Brian was 
selected for 
many reasons, 
including 14 years 
of  experience 
at his current church, leading a dynamic 
music program, and his proven track record 
for building a vibrant music ministry for 
children and youth,” said Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones. “He is also a nationally known 
composer and clinician for handbell music.”

Brian comes to Myers Park United 
Methodist from First Baptist Church in Mt. 
Holly, where he was Minister of  Music. He 
was born in Hickory and raised in Concord. 
He earned his Bachelor of  Music degree 
in piano performance from Appalachian 
State University in 1993, and a Master of  
Divinity degree in church music from the 
M. Christopher White School of  Divinity at 
Gardner-Webb University in 2003. He and 
his wife, Keely, have two children, Hannah 
and Spencer. He’s an avid runner and a rabid 
fan of  the NBA’s San Antonio Spurs.

Here, Brian will oversee all aspects of  music 
for children and youth, from The Children’s 
Circle preschool to youth.

Says Brian, “I look forward to getting to 
know you as we work together to grow in 
our faith and serve others. I can’t wait to 
begin making music with you as we develop 
and offer our gifts to God.” Two more reasons why 

the holidays will be tons 
of  fun: The Phantom of  
the Organ returns to the 
Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 28, 
to delight children of  
all ages. Kids, wear your 
Halloween costumes. 
Then, on Saturday, 
December 5, the 
Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop goes All Guy. Men 
whose wives typically 
run the shop will take 
over. Other guys are 
encouraged to come 
in that day and buy 
Christmas gifts for the 
woman in their life.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

YOUNG ADULTS PILGRIMAGE; STEWARDSHIP! CHILDREN, YOUTH TO WELCOME 
NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR



Church members Pearl and Granville Hearn celebrated 
their 75th wedding anniversary on September 27. It is a rare 
achievement, not too far off  
actually from the English 
couple married 89-plus years, 
according to Wikipedia. It 
is a beautiful reason for the 
Hearn family to celebrate. 
And it inspires the rest of  
us (who think making it to 
our 10th anniversary is a big 
deal) to say “Wow.” From 
the day they wed in 1940 
in Wilmington, Delaware, 
their loving partnership has 
carried the Hearns through 
life’s joys and inevitable 
sorrows. They are devoted to 
each other, and to this church. 
Together, they have cherished 
their four children, nine grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren 
and assorted in-laws. Together as well, they have endured the 
passing of  a daughter, Nancy, to cancer at age 58, and a son-

in-law, Michael. There has been success and service: Granville 
established Hearn Financial Services, and enjoyed being in 
business with his son, Granville III. Another head-turning 

number: Granville retired two years 
ago, at age 95. Having enlisted in the 
U.S. Army, Granville was a witness 
for two days at the Nazi war crimes 
trial in Nuremburg – something to tell 
the grandkids about. Pearl gave years 
of  service to the Charity League, and 
was honored with the Rose Grant 
Award. Late in life, the couple enjoys 
reminiscing about their trips to 78 
countries on all seven continents. The 
family, of  course, threw a party to 
celebrate the Hearns’ anniversary. All 
those candles on the cake illumine a 
lifetime of  gratitude, for as the bride 
and groom put it: “Thank you, Father 
in Heaven, for our lives and our 

happily married life together for the past 75 years.”

• Ken Garfi eld

Photos from our new friends in England: The Baslow Belles and scenes from their small village between Manchester and Sheffi eld. 

Claire De la Haye and the Baslow Belles share this story of  faith, music 
and YouTube connecting two communities across the ocean.

Baslow is a small village in England’s Peak District National 
Park, in Derbyshire, by the back gates of  Chatsworth House, 
home of  the Duke and Duchess of  Devonshire. We are 
between Manchester and Sheffi eld.

The Baslow Belles came together in January 2015, initially 
for one event. We were a group of  14 Mums with children at 
our village school, which was doing a talent competition to 
raise funds. One mum suggested we set up a choir to enter 
and knew that I had a choral background. So I was roped in. 
We started rehearsing one dark night in January in our local 
Methodist chapel.  I was shaking nerves as I had never taken a 
choir before. But soon I started to love training everybody. We 
even sang in three-part harmony, despite most people having 
no musical knowledge. For many of  us, it has brought a new 
dimension to our lives.

Since then, singing has become part of  our lives. We have 
moved into the main village church as our numbers grew. 
There are now 25 of  us. We’re not all Mums anymore but a 
lovely group of  ladies of  all ages. This Christmas, we will sing 

at the carol service at our local church – Baslow St. Annes – 
and other events in the village.

As you can imagine, I need to continually build a repertoire 
for us, and took to YouTube to explore possibilities. One 
of  my choir members gave me a piece of  sheet music for 
Arise My Soul, Arise by composer Dan Forrest. Searching for 
this brought me to Myers Park United Methodist’s YouTube 
channel and the fi rst-ever recording of  the piece that your 
choir did.  I fell in love with it. A week later, I played your 
recording at our rehearsal for everyone to hear. Listening 
further to your choir, I love your choice of  music and your 
singing. Hearing the wonderful anthem you sang in Prague led 
me to get in touch with Director of  Music Jimmy Jones. He 
e-mailed me back to let me know that the anthem was When 
I Survey by Gilbert Martin. So we will sing Arise My Soul, Arise 
for our Easter service next year, and I hope to order copies of  
When I Survey.

One other thing. My Nan became ill at the wonderful age of  
92 this summer. My family and I nursed her until she slipped 
away.  All the time and through the night, your wonderful 
recording of  Arise My Soul, Arise went through my head. I even 
sang it quietly to her. The power of  sharing music.

The Hearns now 
and then, on their 
wedding day in 

1940.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Janet Murray Leighty, mother of  Scott Leighty, who died on 
September 12, 2015. Lewis Robert “Bob” Grogan, father of  Steve 
Grogan, Keith Grogan, Lori Blumberg and Gary Grogan 
and husband of  Marilea Grogan, who died on September 19, 
2015. Lilas Carmen Patton, mother of  Kay Liles, who died on 
September 21, 2015.

Babies
Henry Douglas LaBrosse, son of  Tori and Doug LaBrosse, 
brother of  Hall LaBrosse, nephew of  Jenny and Michael 
Hutson and great-nephew of  Melissa and Damon Mitchell, 
born on August 10, 2015. John “Jack” Barton Reeves, son of  
Katherine and Bart Reeves and brother of  Eliza Reeves, born 
on August 12, 2015. Giovanna Nova Sabella, daughter of  Lauren 
Grice Sabella and Nick Sabella, granddaughter of  Suzanne 
and Tom Grice, niece of  Harrison Grice and Mary Cameron 
Grice and great-niece of  Mary Lou and Steve Lewis, born on 
September 12, 2015. 

‘The Power Of  Sharing Music’
FROM CHARLOTTE TO BASLOW,

‘ARISE MY SOUL, ARISE’

IT’S NOT A TYPO…
The Hearns Celebrate Their 75th Wedding Anniversary

Momentum builds at Myers Park United Methodist Church 
around the lay-led effort to tackle the racial, class and cultural 
divide in Charlotte:

• Church members David Dulin, Robert Roulhac and Jim 
Talley have joined the group addressing this issue. Twenty 
or so other church members have expressed interest in 
getting involved. Previously on board: Dr. John Clarkson, 
Rebecca Grant, Richard Harrison, Ron Knape and Mary 
Katherine Vass.

• A meeting with Brian Collier of  Foundation For The 
Carolinas and Dianne English of  Community Building 
Initiative (CBI) shared efforts under way around town. 
Among recommendations to the church group: Be 

deliberate and thoughtful moving forward. English, a 
church member, has helped organize a CBI bus tour of  
various neighborhoods to help people understand the 
context of  race relations in Charlotte.

• Historian Dr. Tom Hanchett will talk about the history 
of  race in Charlotte, and what it teaches us, at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 13, in Jubilee Hall. He writes: “I will 
explore the very intentional ways that segregation came 
into existence in the Queen City, decades after the Civil 
War. I’ll also look at how that trend may be reversing in 
some parts of  Charlotte today.”

• Ken Garfi eld

RACIAL HEALING INITIATIVE UNFOLDING



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfi eld at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

September 30, 2015

• BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS The Blessing of  the 
Animals will be at 10:30 a.m. Saturday, October 3, on the 
Queens Road lawn, weather permitting. Pets should be on a 
leash (not goldfi sh and such, of  course). The Alleluia Choir 
will sing. Unopened bags and cans of  food for puppies, 
dogs, kittens and cats are being collected now through the 
service. Contact Kathy Paris at 704-608-5960.

• HEALING SERVICE A healing service at 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, October 4, in Francis Chapel with Dr. Howell and 
Rev. Nathan Arledge will include Scripture, prayer and 
anointing with oil. Child care is available.

• STOP HUNGER NOW Stop Hunger Now meal-packing 
will be Sunday, October 4, in the basement – two shifts, at 
10:00 a.m. and noon. Sign up at www.mpumc.org/serve.

• EXPLORE BOOK OF ACTS Duke Divinity School 
Professor Emeritus James “Mickey’ Efi rd will lead a 
program on the Book of  Acts at 7:00 p.m. Thursday. 
October 8, in Jubilee Hall. He’ll concentrate on how Luke’s 
account of  Paul and his journeys is supported by what Paul 
says in some of  his letters.

• MISSION U A new series of  small-group studies, Mission 
U, begins on Thursday, October 15, from 10:00 to 11:30 
a.m. The topic of  the fi rst six-week class is The Church And 
People With Disabilities: Awareness, Accessibility And Advocacy. 
Each class, sponsored by United Methodist Women, is 
open to men and women of  all ages. To sign up, visit www.
mpumc.org/smallgroups.

• EMOTIONALLY HEALTHY SPIRITUALITY An 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality course will be from 4:00 to 
5:30 p.m. Sundays from October 4 to November 15. Child 
care is offered for fi fth-graders and younger. Learn more/
register at www.mpumc.org/smallgroups.

• HABITAT BUILD Help is needed fi nishing the Habitat 
for Humanity house. Remaining work days are October 
10 and 17. Sign up at www.mpumc.org/serve. Details: Lay 
leader June Rhyne at junerhyne@yahoo.com.

• LOAVES & FISHES A new ministry begins at 9:00 a.m. 
Wednesday, October 14, and continues the second Wednesday 
of  each month: Stocking shelves and taking inventory of  
donations at the Loaves & Fishes food pantry at 648 B Griffi th 
Road. To get involved, reach lay leader Laura Weller at 704-918-
8242 or lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

• GIVE BLOOD OCTOBER 11 Give blood from 7:30 a.m. 
to noon Sunday, October 11, in the Youth Building Gym. 
Appointments are suggested. Those wanting to schedule a 
time to give blood can do so from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, 
October 4, in the Parish Life lobby.

• FLU, PNEUMONIA SHOTS Flu and pneumonia shots will 
be given from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m. Monday, October 19, and 1:00 
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, October 20, in Room 108 of  the Parish 
Life Building. Walk-ins are welcome. Cost/details: Carmen 
Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• LEARN CPR/AED A class to learn CPR and AED will be 
from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 7, in Room 109 of  
the Parish Life Building. Cost is $30. Reach Carmen Rivera at 
704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org.

• MEDICARE D COUNSELING Those needing to review 
their Medicare D policy can do so in the Church Library (Room 
111 in the Parish Life Building) on October 20, 22, 27 and 29; 
November 2, 4, 10, 11, 12, 18 and 24; and December 1, 2 and 3. 
To make an appointment, reach Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 
or crivera@mpumc.org. Bring a list of  medication and dosages.

• MARY CIRCLE Mary Circle invites moms of  infant, 
preschool and elementary-age children to join them. The group 
meets at 9:15 a.m. the second Tuesday of  each month in Room 
104 of  the Parish Life Building. They are reading Parenting with 
Presence: Practices for Raising Conscious, Confi dent, Caring Kids by 
Susan Stiffelman. Child care is available. E-mail Amy Brittain at 
amysbrittain@gmail.com.

• MEN’S BIBLE STUDY A new Young Adults men’s Bible 
study from 7:15 to 8:15 a.m. sharp Tuesdays started September 
29 in Room 103 of  the Parish Life Building. Details: Ryan 
Blalock at 704-851-1115 or rblalock@mpumc.org.



‘I Got My Joy Back’
WHAT DID ELLEN DO 
ON HER SABBATICAL?

The Cornerstone asked Rev. Ellen Robison, our Minister of  Worship and 
the Arts, to share her recent sabbatical journey.

What’s the best way to describe the 10 weeks of  my 
sabbatical that included conferences, vacation travel, time with 
family and friends, and a little Konmari (the Japanese art of  
decluttering)?

“I got my joy back!”

The fi rst week, I literally got my house in order with the help 
of  the best-selling book, The Life-Changing Magic of  Tidying Up 
by author Marie Kondo, who encourages you to get rid of  
possessions that don’t give you joy. Surprising how that frees up 
some space.

After several trips to Goodwill, I headed to SOULfeast at Lake 
Junaluska with classes in meditation, and encouragement from 
Rev. Elaine Heath to become “holy snails,” taking our homes 
with us wherever Jesus calls us to go. I taught a Mission U class 
at Pfeiffer University in Misenheimer, then traveled to a United 
Methodist worship conference in Indianapolis with sessions on 
music, preaching and visual arts. Nadia Bolz-Weber (the famous 
tattooed Reverend) shared unique worship ideas, like her 
congregation’s Good Friday pilgrimage to places of  pain in their 
city so that they could pray and leave fl owers. 

My fi nal destination was sunny, but smoky California, where no 
less than 46 wildfi res burned while I was there. A contemporary 
worship conference in San Jose offered concerts by the likes 
of  Israel Houghton and Charles Billingsley, and the wisdom 
of  Marva Dawn, who shared that “all worship should lead to 
intimacy with God.”

After that conference, I headed north across the Golden Gate 
Bridge to the town of  Gualala, where the view of  the Pacifi c 
Ocean from my room was awe-inspiring both in its sunsets and 
the canopy of  stars that lit up the night. Before I left California, 
I got to hug a 1,400-year-old redwood tree. Now that puts 
things into perspective.

Over these 10 weeks, I reconnected with old friends, met lots 
of  interesting new people, learned many new things, and saw 
parts of  the country I’d never seen before. I am grateful to the 
congregation for allowing me this time, and to the staff, which 
took on extra work so that I could fi nd my joy again.

Scenes from the sabbatical: Ellen fulfi lled one of  her goals, seeing 
a giant redwood with her own eyes. This 1,400-year-old redwood 
stands tall in Armstrong Redwoods State Forest in California. 
She admired this view of  the Pacifi c Ocean from her room in 
Gualala, Calif. That’s the Golden Gate Bridge, of  course.



Church members Pearl and Granville Hearn celebrated 
their 75th wedding anniversary on September 27. It is a rare 
achievement, not too far off  
actually from the English 
couple married 89-plus years, 
according to Wikipedia. It 
is a beautiful reason for the 
Hearn family to celebrate. 
And it inspires the rest of  
us (who think making it to 
our 10th anniversary is a big 
deal) to say “Wow.” From 
the day they wed in 1940 
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carried the Hearns through 
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sorrows. They are devoted to 
each other, and to this church. 
Together, they have cherished 
their four children, nine grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren 
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Claire De la Haye and the Baslow Belles share this story of  faith, music 
and YouTube connecting two communities across the ocean.

Baslow is a small village in England’s Peak District National 
Park, in Derbyshire, by the back gates of  Chatsworth House, 
home of  the Duke and Duchess of  Devonshire. We are 
between Manchester and Sheffi eld.

The Baslow Belles came together in January 2015, initially 
for one event. We were a group of  14 Mums with children at 
our village school, which was doing a talent competition to 
raise funds. One mum suggested we set up a choir to enter 
and knew that I had a choral background. So I was roped in. 
We started rehearsing one dark night in January in our local 
Methodist chapel.  I was shaking nerves as I had never taken a 
choir before. But soon I started to love training everybody. We 
even sang in three-part harmony, despite most people having 
no musical knowledge. For many of  us, it has brought a new 
dimension to our lives.

Since then, singing has become part of  our lives. We have 
moved into the main village church as our numbers grew. 
There are now 25 of  us. We’re not all Mums anymore but a 
lovely group of  ladies of  all ages. This Christmas, we will sing 

at the carol service at our local church – Baslow St. Annes – 
and other events in the village.

As you can imagine, I need to continually build a repertoire 
for us, and took to YouTube to explore possibilities. One 
of  my choir members gave me a piece of  sheet music for 
Arise My Soul, Arise by composer Dan Forrest. Searching for 
this brought me to Myers Park United Methodist’s YouTube 
channel and the fi rst-ever recording of  the piece that your 
choir did.  I fell in love with it. A week later, I played your 
recording at our rehearsal for everyone to hear. Listening 
further to your choir, I love your choice of  music and your 
singing. Hearing the wonderful anthem you sang in Prague led 
me to get in touch with Director of  Music Jimmy Jones. He 
e-mailed me back to let me know that the anthem was When 
I Survey by Gilbert Martin. So we will sing Arise My Soul, Arise 
for our Easter service next year, and I hope to order copies of  
When I Survey.

One other thing. My Nan became ill at the wonderful age of  
92 this summer. My family and I nursed her until she slipped 
away.  All the time and through the night, your wonderful 
recording of  Arise My Soul, Arise went through my head. I even 
sang it quietly to her. The power of  sharing music.
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church member, has helped organize a CBI bus tour of  
various neighborhoods to help people understand the 
context of  race relations in Charlotte.

• Historian Dr. Tom Hanchett will talk about the history 
of  race in Charlotte, and what it teaches us, at 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 13, in Jubilee Hall. He writes: “I will 
explore the very intentional ways that segregation came 
into existence in the Queen City, decades after the Civil 
War. I’ll also look at how that trend may be reversing in 
some parts of  Charlotte today.”

• Ken Garfi eld
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STOP HUNGER NOW SPREADS; SINGLE BOOMERS

• Young Adults Ministries is planning a pilgrimage in 
April 2016 to Los Angeles, San Diego and Tijuana 
(Mexico) to explore social justice issues, including gangs 
and sex traffi cking, both growing problems in Char-
lotte. A meeting to plan the pilgrimage will be at 4:30 
p.m. Sunday, October 4, in Room 105 of  the Parish Life 
Building. Details: Director of  Young Adults Ryan Blal-
ock at 704-851-1115 or rblalock@mpumc.org.

• Looking ahead, Dr. Howell will talk about The Will Of  
God at 7:00 p.m. Monday, October 26, in Jubilee Hall. 
As he says: “Why bad things happen, how we make 
sense of  injustice if  God is just, how we know what 
God is asking us to do…”

• Look in October in the Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.
org for a story celebrating the latest Ministry In The 
Spotlight – Habitat For Humanity. Details on how to get 
involved in the house currently being built is elsewhere 
in today’s Cornerstone.

• Look soon as well for stories, photos, mailings and 
online postings, all celebrating the annual stewardship 
campaign to fi nancially support the work of  the church 
in the world, including Jubilee Plus! This year’s theme: 
Thy Kingdom Come. As Dr. Howell says, “Our dreams for 
2016 are inspiring.”

• And remember to wear your name badge to church, in 
the spirit of  getting to know each other better. Badges 
can be ordered in the Goodness Gracious! gift shop.

• Talk about spreading the good news: Church member 
Thompson Brock, 18, participated in the Stop Hunger 
Now meal-packing project that has captivated My-
ers Park United Methodist Church. Thusly inspired, 
Thompson helped bring Stop Hunger Now to Woodberry 
Forest School, where the campus community packaged 
175,395 meals on Labor Day. “I fi rst learned about this 
project when I participated in an event at my church in 
Charlotte,” Thompson told a school publication. “From 
that moment on, I have wanted to bring it to Woodber-
ry.” Thompson, son of  Ann and the late David Brock, 
is a senior at Woodberry Forest in Virginia. The next 
Stop Hunger Now day at the church is Sunday, October 4 
(details elsewhere in the Cornerstone).

• Single Boomers (those born between 1946 and 1964) 
are welcome to share in the fellowship and fun of  this 

church ministry. The group, made up of  those who are 
divorced, widowed or never married, typically meets the 
second Tuesday of  each month for dinner at a different 
restaurant. The group has also gone to the mountains, 
attended cultural events, enjoyed boating on Lake Nor-
man and more. To learn more, reach Jan Nomina at jan.
nomina@gmail.com.

• Props to church member Avery Buie, daughter of  
Charles and Elizabeth Buie. A member of  Girl Scout 
Troop 3033, she earned the Gold Award through 
her project – creating memory boxes for Alzheimer’s 
patients and donating them to assisted living facilities. 
The boxes contain items that use smell, touch, sight and 
sound to evoke memories and help people remember 
the past. There’s more at Avery’s website:  www.alzmem-
oryboxes.weebly.com.

Rev. Brian Childers

A Conversation On Faith
REMEMBERING STORIES OF 9/11
NEW YORK – Sharon and I traveled to 
New York last week for the wedding of  a 

50something cousin 
of  mine who found 
love late in life. At 
our age, it’s rare and 
wonderful that families 
can come from all over 
to celebrate a happy 
occasion. A couple of  
days after the party, 

I slipped off  to tour the 9/11 Memorial 
Museum and pause at the north and south 
refl ecting pools that mark the spot where the 
towers once stood. My parents spent some 
of  the best years of  their life together within 
walking distance of  the World Trade Center. 
When Matt and Ellen were small, we took 
our summer vacations in New York, posing 
for family photos with the towers behind 
us. Every so often, I’ll pull out a picture – to 
spend a moment with my folks, remember 
those vacations, and recall 9/11. Last 
week’s trip to the museum was a personal 
pilgrimage.

It was the $2 bill that got to me.

Before riding the escalator to the below-
ground museum, I had prepared myself  

for news footage of  the towers coming 
down. The charred fi re trucks salvaged 
from the rubble. Even the photographs 
of  the 2,983 victims. But what I hadn’t 
anticipated was the power of  the stories 
shared in voice-overs from loved ones and 
prized possessions plucked from the dust. 
These memories and artifacts spoke not 
of  triumphs and accomplishments, but of  
small details that captured the essence of  a 
life. That $2 bill was preserved behind glass. 
One of  the victims carried it in his wallet 
to remind him how his wife – his second wife 
– fi lled his life with a joy he thought he’d 
never know. She, too, carried a $2 bill in her 
wallet because it was her second marriage, 
her second chance as well.

I stared at the crumpled $2 bill, and for a 
moment, the rush of  tourists faded into 
silence. I thought about the husband and 
wife, and the thousands of  others who died 
that September morning. And I thought 
about the rest of  us, the living, the ones 
whose stories are worth savoring as well, 
often with something as small and precious 
as a $2 bill stuffed inside a wallet.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfi eld writes 
about church life.

By Melissa McGill

The music ministry to children and youth 
has a new leader: Rev. Brian Childers begins 
full-time work 
in mid-October 
as Director 
of  Music for 
Children and 
Youth. He was 
chosen after 
a nationwide 
search, and 
succeeds Allyson 
Ware.

“Brian was 
selected for 
many reasons, 
including 14 years 
of  experience 
at his current church, leading a dynamic 
music program, and his proven track record 
for building a vibrant music ministry for 
children and youth,” said Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones. “He is also a nationally known 
composer and clinician for handbell music.”

Brian comes to Myers Park United 
Methodist from First Baptist Church in Mt. 
Holly, where he was Minister of  Music. He 
was born in Hickory and raised in Concord. 
He earned his Bachelor of  Music degree 
in piano performance from Appalachian 
State University in 1993, and a Master of  
Divinity degree in church music from the 
M. Christopher White School of  Divinity at 
Gardner-Webb University in 2003. He and 
his wife, Keely, have two children, Hannah 
and Spencer. He’s an avid runner and a rabid 
fan of  the NBA’s San Antonio Spurs.

Here, Brian will oversee all aspects of  music 
for children and youth, from The Children’s 
Circle preschool to youth.

Says Brian, “I look forward to getting to 
know you as we work together to grow in 
our faith and serve others. I can’t wait to 
begin making music with you as we develop 
and offer our gifts to God.” Two more reasons why 

the holidays will be tons 
of  fun: The Phantom of  
the Organ returns to the 
Sanctuary at 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 28, 
to delight children of  
all ages. Kids, wear your 
Halloween costumes. 
Then, on Saturday, 
December 5, the 
Goodness Gracious! gift 
shop goes All Guy. Men 
whose wives typically 
run the shop will take 
over. Other guys are 
encouraged to come 
in that day and buy 
Christmas gifts for the 
woman in their life.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

YOUNG ADULTS PILGRIMAGE; STEWARDSHIP! CHILDREN, YOUTH TO WELCOME 
NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR




