
Though we’ve saved a special place in 
our hearts for victims of  the Charleston 

church shootings last June, the seemingly 
endless drumbeat 
of  violence and 
terror challenges us 
to make something 
of  the memory. To 
learn from it. To 
change the world 
because of  it.

Here at Myers Park 
United Methodist, 
though, we will not 
forget, thanks to a 

handful of  church 
members whose persistence is pushing the 
rest of  us to confront prejudice – society’s 
and our own. First things first, if  you want 
to join this conversation, e-mail staffer Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org. She’ll add 
your name and voice to the growing list of  
folks for whom Charleston has become a 
rallying cry.

Moved by the group’s courage, I’ve been 
writing a lot about this effort. It began 
with a few members sharing their anguish. 
Then a dozen of  us talking about it over a 
H.O.T. Wednesday meal. Then 20 listening 
as African-American members of  our church 
shared what it’s like to worship at a large, 
affluent, white church. Then 100 turning out 

to hear UNC Charlotte professor and author 
Shannon Sullivan challenge us to search our 
souls for racism. So we want to change the 
world? How about starting at the kitchen 
table, with a family conversation about why 
we tense up when a black man steps onto 
the elevator with us, and why we’re afraid to 
confront our fear. As Shannon put it, “We 
just don’t know how to talk about it.”

I’ve been working at this church, telling its 
stories, going on a decade now. I’ve seen 
many wonderful programs planned and 
promoted by clergy and staff, top-down 
efforts, as in, “Here, take this, it’ll be good 
for you.” It’s important stuff. But what 
touches the deepest part of  my soul are 
those natural movements that rise up from 
the pews like a roaring river because God 
moved some of  us to act: Packing a school 
bus with supplies for Haiti earthquake 
victims. Filling the church lobby with food 
for the poor during Super Bowl week. 
Weeping over black people murdered during 
a Bible study.

Here at Myers Park United Methodist, a 
handful of  church members have wiped away 
the tears, then said to the rest of  us, “What 
are we going to do about it?”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. Reach him at ken@mpumc.org

• The 12-person Building Feasibility Committee looking 
at the future of  the church campus and facilities, 
and whether to renovate existing structures or build 
something new, welcomes the congregation’s feedback. 
Those with questions or thoughts can reach Chair 
Chan Martin at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com. 
Nothing has been decided, and there is no timetable for 
a decision. Almost any change would require rezoning. 
At two January listening sessions with selected staff  
and lay leaders, initial sketches depicted a four-story 
building that might replace the Youth Building. Options 
also include building on the existing Parish Life lot. The 
Sanctuary, of  course, is off  limits. It’s been more than 
15 years since a similar study was done at the church. 
An in-depth story on the project is in the January 27 
Cornerstone church newsletter, at www.myersparkumc.org.

• Four programs in April will help navigate end-of-life 
issues: The series, Tying Up Loose Ends, will gather 
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. The schedule: 
On April 4, Parish Nurse Susan Mobley and Marilyn 
Morenz will discuss living wills and health care power 
of  attorney. On April 11, Dr. Melanie Dobson will 
explore aging and spirituality. On April 18, Director of  
Communications Ken Garfield will talk about obituaries 
and answer questions about how best to celebrate a life. 
On April 25, Rev. Bill Roth will explore the significance 
of  funerals – what to consider when planning one in 
advance and how the church can help. The congregation 
and community are welcome, no reservations needed. 
For child care, contact Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 
704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

Let the politicians bitterly debate immigration, a ministry in 
Charlotte is welcoming new neighbors with open arms.

Church member Rachel Humphries co-
founded Refugee Support Services in 
2006, inspired by her determination to 
help refugees settle comfortably into the 
community. Since then, with the help 
of  Myers Park United Methodist and 
others, the ministry has been sharing 
love and practical help with people from 
every corner of  the world. Fresh veggies, 
including from the garden beside the 
Parish Life Building, fill family fridges all 
over town. The Help Center assists new 

refugees with the complexities of  resettlement. Mentors 
meet weekly with newcomers through the Fruitful Friend-
ship program. The annual 01/01 birthday party each year at 
Myers Park United Methodist celebrates birthdays of  those 

who do not know their exact birth dates. Medical clinics of-
fer life-saving help.

Rachel says there are all sorts of  ways to help: Pick-up truck 
owners can haul veggies. Volunteers at the Spring Fling on 
April 30 can serve food, provide child care and play soccer. 
Those with the ability can teach English as a second lan-
guage. Financial donations are welcome.

Charlotte has long embraced refugees, and the opportunities 
keep coming: “Charlotte’s newest community members,” 
says Rachel, “are from Nepal, Bhutan, Burma, Eritrea (in 
east Africa) and more.”

To learn more about Refugee Support Services, visit www.refugeesup-
portservices.org or call 704-458-3245. Each month, Ministry In 
The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist Church and a cause to embrace. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/reach-out/beyond-the-wall for opportunities to #livedifferently.

Ministry In The Spotlight:
SHARING LOVE AND HELP WITH REFUGEES

Dorothy Counts going to school, a moment captured 
by photographer Don Sturkey. Photo courtesy of  

The Charlotte Observer.

Rachel Humphries

The congregation’s conversation on race 
continues at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 
16, in Jubilee Hall: A panel that includes 
Charlotte integration pioneer Dorothy 
Counts-Scoggins and School Board 
member Eric Davis will discuss Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools, racial equity and the 
role the faith community should play in the 

debate. The Black History Month program 
comes as CMS considers the next student 
assignment policy in the context of  school 
resegregation.

Charlotte’s history books will long note 
that Dorothy Counts-Scoggins helped 
integrate Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 
when she entered Harding High School in 
1957. Charlotte magazine wrote this about 
her: ‘On the morning of  September 4, 
1957, fifteen-year-old Dorothy Counts set 
out on a harrowing path toward Harding 
High, where as the first African-American 
to attend the all-white school, she was 
greeted by a jeering swarm of  boys who 
spat, threw trash, and yelled epithets at her 
as she entered the building…”

Now a community activist, Counts-
Scoggins devotes herself  to early 
childhood education and equal 
opportunities for all children.

NEXT ‘RACE’ PROGRAM FEBRUARY 16

In this Lenten 
season of  prayer and 
introspection, turn 
inside for the complete 
calendar of  worship 
and other offerings 
at Myers Park United 
Methodist through 
Easter Sunday (March 
27). A special offering: 
Stephen Minister’s 
annual devotional, 
Meditations For Lent 2016, 
is available around the 
church campus. The daily 
reflections are written 
by church members and 
clergy. Please pick up a 
copy and make it part of  
your personal journey 
toward Easter morning.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A Conversation On Faith
AFTER CHARLESTON

WEIGH IN ON BUILDING FEASIBILITY; END OF LIFE

Ken Garfield



ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• Ash Wednesday services at 11:00 (musical soloists) and 

7:00 p.m. (Chamber Singers and Junior Choir) in the 
Sanctuary mark the first day of  Lent. Worshipers will 
receive a mark of  ashes on the forehead, a sign of  peni-
tence and mortality. Child care for ages five and under 
(not yet in kindergarten) in Room 251 for the morning 
service, and Room 154 for the evening service.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ devotional, Meditations 
For Lent 2016, are available for free around the church 
campus. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• At 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 23, in Jubilee Hall, Dr. 

Howell and Rabbi Murray Ezring of  Temple Israel will 
explore Why Sabbath Matters For Christians and Jews.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

will feature the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/song-
writer Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free with 
first-come, first-served seating. An offering will support 
Charlotte Family Housing.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 
161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel if  
the weather is bad. Child care at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

• Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on the 
Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learning 
Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool for at-
risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note designated spots in the Parish Life lot 
for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

Our youth doing Cam Newton’s “dab.” Photo by Ellen Spence.

OFFERINGS FOR LENT

Lenten Practices offers small-group opportunities 
for all ages, with a focus on Sabbath-keeping using 
the book, 24/6, by Matthew Sleeth. The schedule: 
24/6 for parents of  elementary children, Sunday 

from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.; Way Of  The Child, Sunday 
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.; 24/6, Monday from 7:00 to 
8:00 p.m.; Fasting For Lent, Tuesday from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m.; Lenten Yoga, Wednesday from noon to 
1:00 p.m.; Just Listening, Wednesday from 6:15 
to 7:00 p.m.; Spartan Race Challenge, Saturday 
from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. For details and to register, 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. Reach 
Dr. Melanie Dobson at 704-295-4840 or melanie@

mpumc.org.

ORDER AN EASTER LILY

Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory of 
a loved one? Each dedication is $15. This season, 

all are encouraged to order at www.myersparkumc.
org/announcements. Or send a check for $15 per 

dedication by noon March 10. Indicate “in honor of  
(name)” or “in memory of  (name)” on the check. 

Mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, 
att.: Peg Broughton. All dedications must be received 

by March 10.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...

George Blackburn, former Director of  Christian Education at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church, who died on January 9, 
2015. Lura Carnes Owen, mother of  Dale Owen, sister of  Hal 
Carnes and grandmother of  Alex, Lindsey and Gracey Owen, 
who died on January 24, 2016. Jeanne Walker Poole, mother of  
Ed Poole, who died on February 1, 2016.  

Babies
Taylor Paige DiCicco, daughter of  Jen and Dave DiCicco and 
sister of  Allie DiCicco, born on October 9, 2015.

LENT, DAY BY DAY

Snapshots from collecting canned goods and more for neighbors in need, 
while cheering on the Panthers and, oh yes, out-collecting our United 
Methodist brothers and sisters in Denver. We’ll share our food total when 
we add it all up. In the spirit of  Keep Pounding, remember, the church 
collects food all year long for Loaves & Fishes food pantry.

A Wide-Eyed Child
Wish you could have seen the little kid I saw. While Loaves 
& Fishes guys were here (during preschool car pool no less), 
loading all those cans into the big box to load into the big 
truck, this cute little guy of  around two was frozen and wide-
eyed watching all that mission-oriented industry while other 
kids and moms rushed to preschool. Obviously this little boy 
will grow up with a heart for missions.

• Staffer Christine Mull 

Wide-Eyed Adults
Talking about wide-eyed, I loved watching the Loaves & Fishes 
warehouse guys park their truck, walk into the Parish Life 
lobby, see that mountain of  goods and freak out. What’s that 
famous line from Jaws…….“I think we’re gonna need a bigger 
boat (truck).”

• Staffer Ken Garfield

What’s An MCRU?
Our High School Youth Group transformed itself  into a 
MCRU – Mobile Can-Retrieving Unit – and picked up 45 
bags of  canned goods from 29 homes on January 31 as part 
of  this campaign. They were given the additional “prayer 
challenge” of  asking donors to pray with them. I love it when 
a common worldly interest (the big game) can be turned into 
an opportunity to teach compassion and giving.

• Youth Ministries’ Jason Rhymer

Keep On Pounding
FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD

• Thy Kingdom Come, the campaign to support the church in 
2016, resulted in pledges to support the church operating 
budget totaling $3,310,388. The 2016 church budget 
is $5,603,895. The hope and anticipation is that the 
difference will be made up by generous giving from those 
who did not pledge, and by giving above and beyond what 
people pledged.

• Jubilee Plus!, the second-mile fund to support outreach and 
scholarships, saw pledges totaling $567,454. Gifts to Jubilee 
Plus! are welcome year-round. 

• An inspiring thing happened to the deficit of  $38,663.78 
that the church faced at the close of  2015. Someone wrote 
a check to cover the entire amount.

• Finance Committee Chairman Dennis Soter encourages 
generosity all year long: “Thank you for your generous 
spirit of  giving as we ended 2015. However, we must 
remember that the needs of  the less fortunate are with 
us throughout the year. So please consider fulfilling your 
pledges throughout the year as well so that we may better 
fund missions and church operations.”

• Have a question about church business? Reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

February 10, 2015

• CONGREGATIONAL MEETING Church lay leaders 
will host the second of  two opportunities for members to 
share feelings, thoughts and questions about same gender 
marriage. The meeting is at 7:00 p.m. Thursday, February 11, 
in the Sanctuary. Those with questions or topics to discuss 
can send them by e-mail to marriage@mpumc.org or mail 
them to “Marriage” at Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, N.C. 28207. The full message from 
church leaders on this topic is in the January 27 issue of  the 
Cornerstone church newsletter, available around the campus 
and at www.mpumc.org.

• GIVE BLOOD The next blood drive is from 7:30 a.m. to 
noon Sunday, February 14, in the Youth Building gym. Walk-
ins are welcome.

• SERIES ON CAREGIVING Caregiving will be the 
focus of  a series from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Tuesdays through 
March 1 in Room 105 of  the Parish Life Building. Marriage 
and Family Therapist Susan Sabatini, LMFTA, will lead 
the conversation. To reserve a spot, e-mail Susan at 
susanjsabatini@yahoo.com.

• DONATE BOOKS New and nearly new books for 
children and young adults are needed for the Salvation Army 
Center of  Hope, which shelters families during winter. 
Donations are welcome through February 14 in the bin in 
the Parish Life lobby.

• DONATE SCHOOL SUPPLIES Donations of  No. 2 
pencils and printer paper are needed for ministry partner 
Sedgefield Elementary through February 14. Donations go 
in the bin in the Parish Life lobby.

• SPONSOR A CHILD IN HAITI Learn about sponsoring 
and building a relationship with a child in Haiti from 8:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Sunday, February 14, in the Parish Life 
lobby. Details: www.myersparkumc.org.

• WANT TO BACKPACK? Men are invited to participate 
in a backpacking/camping ministry being organized by Rev. 
Parker Haynes and Daniel Stines. No experience is needed. 
The church will supply equipment. Reach Parker at 704-295-
4823 or parker@mpumc.org.

• #LIVE DIFFERENTLY What does it mean to 
#livedifferently? Check out the web to learn more about this 
mission theme and how the congregation plans to define itself  
as a community in service. All are encouraged to pick up (and 
put on) a #livedifferently bracelet available around the campus.

• ENDLESS LOVE A Valentine’s Day treat: Director of  Music 
Jimmy Jones and frequent church soloist Zuri will present a 
concert, Endless Love, at the Adults Plus! gathering at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 17, in the Sanctuary. They’ll sing music 
from Patsy Cline to classic Broadway duets. A $5 lunch (beef  
tips with noodles and more) follows at noon in Jubilee Hall. All 
ages are welcome. For reservations by noon February 16, call 
704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

• MUSIC TO MISSION The second Music To Mission concert 
at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, March 13, in Jubilee Hall will feature 
contemporary Christian music with Church In The Round band 
and worship team, plus contemporary worship teams from 
Covenant and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Contemporary 
Christian singer/songwriter Cameron Moore will also perform. 
The event is free with first-come, first-served seating. An 
offering will support Charlotte Family Housing. Details: Jenni 
Hough at jenni@mpumc.org.

• MISSION TO MINISTERS The church will once again 
host a day of  learning for clergy – Mission To Ministers – from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 23. Professor Elaine 
Heath of  Perkins School of  Theology at Southern Methodist 
University in Dallas, Texas, will explore Wisdom From Galatians 
For The Anxious Church. While the content is meant for clergy, 
laity can attend. It’s free. Lunch is $15.

• HOW SHALL WE LIVE? Sign up for a retreat August 
17-19 at Caraway Conference Center in Asheboro led by Rev. 
Bill Roth. Designed for adults ages 55 to 75, the gathering is 
inspired by Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, Shall We Live? 
Four Simple Questions That Reveal the Beauty and Meaning of  Our 
Lives. Cost ranges from $175 to $200. Learn more, and sign up, 
contact Barbara Barden at bbarden@mpumc.org.



By Jen Rothacker

On my first day of  work at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church, I failed. 

That Monday morning, I bounced into 
the office as the new Local Missions 
Coordinator, ready to set up voicemail, 
gather office supplies and figure out 
Outlook. Instead, I was greeted by Brenda.

Brenda was a middle-aged black woman 
who walked with a cane. She came into 
our church weighed down with multiple 
bags and asked for help with her motel bill. 
Since I was the only local missions staff  

person available, could I help? Ummm…

I had very little idea on how our church handled this, so, I 
tapped my skills as a former Charlotte Observer reporter: Ask 
Brenda a lot of  questions. 

Brenda largely lives off  her monthly Social Security check, 
about $730. She’d been living in an apartment with a niece, but 
the complex had been condemned. The niece found housing 
with an aunt, but there was no room for Brenda. She’d been 
living in the motel for about four weeks, but was now behind on 
her bill by $600.

Yes, she’d gone to Crisis Assistance Ministry, which helps pay 
bills. But in this case, Brenda didn’t qualify – you must live in 
a place for at least 60 days to get rent help. Surely, a beautiful, 
wealthy church like this can help, she asked. 

I scrambled. After Google failed me, I called a friend who 
worked at Crisis Assistance, who said I needed to send Brenda 
back to get a denial of  aid form. That form is required to get 
emergency help from Social Services or the United Way, the 
next cogs in our social support system in Charlotte.

As I took down all this information, I could see Brenda 
becoming upset as it became clear I was not going to be cutting 
a check or calling the motel with a credit card. Angrily, she 
started packing up her bag and began to walk out before I even 
got off  the phone. I scurried to catch up and offered her food 
and a blanket. She tersely told me she didn’t need any food or 
blankets, she needed her motel bill paid. All I could give her was 
a bus pass to get back to Crisis Assistance.

The interaction ended abruptly, with Brenda walking back out 
into the cold, raw winter day. It was the day before the snow hit.

We both departed frustrated and dissatisfied.

Minister of  Missions Nathan Arledge and I have talked this 
scenario through. Turns out, this happens frequently at Myers 
Park United Methodist, and we have protocols for those who 
come to us in need:

1. First, pray with them. 

2. No, we don’t give people off  the street money, at least in most 
cases. We instead refer them to our partner agencies equipped to 
handle emergency cases –Men’s Shelter, Salvation Army Center 
of  Hope, Urban Ministry Center and Crisis Assistance Ministry.

3. We can offer a meal, because we have a kitchen that always 
has something that can be heated up. 

4. We can provide a bus pass.

5. We can talk with them. Do they have a church home? Tell 
us your story. Explain the options that Myers Park United 
Methodist can offer. 

I doubt the next time will feel any better. I just pray I handle it 
with more grace.

Local Missions Coordinator Jen Rothacker welcomes the chance to talk. 
Reach her at 704-295-4820 or jen@mpumc.org.

My First Day Of  Church Work, 
And A Visitor

Jen Rothacker



ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
• Ash Wednesday services at 11:00 (musical soloists) and 

7:00 p.m. (Chamber Singers and Junior Choir) in the 
Sanctuary mark the first day of  Lent. Worshipers will 
receive a mark of  ashes on the forehead, a sign of  peni-
tence and mortality. Child care for ages five and under 
(not yet in kindergarten) in Room 251 for the morning 
service, and Room 154 for the evening service.

• Copies of  the Stephen Ministries’ devotional, Meditations 
For Lent 2016, are available for free around the church 
campus. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
• At 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 23, in Jubilee Hall, Dr. 

Howell and Rabbi Murray Ezring of  Temple Israel will 
explore Why Sabbath Matters For Christians and Jews.

SUNDAY, MARCH 13
• The Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall 

will feature the Church In The Round band and worship 
team, plus contemporary worship teams from Covenant 
and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. Singer/song-
writer Cameron Moore will also perform. It’s free with 
first-come, first-served seating. An offering will support 
Charlotte Family Housing.

MAUNDY THURSDAY, MARCH 24
• Service of  Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary remembers the last hours of  Jesus’ life on earth. 
Chamber Singers will share music. Child care for infants 
and toddlers in Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 
161.

GOOD FRIDAY, MARCH 25
• A Tenebrae service of  darkness at 7:30 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary with the Chancel Choir and a reading of  the 
Passion of  Christ. Child care for infants and toddlers in 
Room 154 and preschoolers in Room 161.

EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 27
• Sunrise service at 7:00 a.m. at the columbarium with Rev. 

Nathan Arledge preaching, singer Cameron Moore and 
bagpiper Liam Broughton. Moves to Francis Chapel if  
the weather is bad. Child care at 6:45 a.m. in Room 154.

• Sanctuary services at 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. featuring 
the Chancel Choir and da Capo Brass.

• Church In The Round at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall with 
Trinity Singers.

• Child care for ages five and under for all services.

• Weather permitting, all are invited to participate in a 
church tradition: Filling the cross on the lawn on the 
Queens Road side with flowers, and taking family photos.

• The Easter offering will be divided between The Learning 
Collaborative in Charlotte, a tuition-free preschool for at-
risk families, and refurbishing a nursing home in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil

• On Easter Sunday and every Sunday, shuttle buses run 
continuously between the church and Myers Park Tradi-
tional School, 2132 Radcliffe Avenue between 8:00 a.m. 
and 1:00 p.m. Note designated spots in the Parish Life lot 
for the handicapped and senior citizens.

• The 11:00 a.m. service is available via livestreaming each 
Sunday at www.mpumc.org.

• There is no Easter Sunday evening gathering for youth.

MONDAY, MARCH 28
• The church is closed. Those needing help can call 704-

376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

Our youth doing Cam Newton’s “dab.” Photo by Ellen Spence.

OFFERINGS FOR LENT

Lenten Practices offers small-group opportunities 
for all ages, with a focus on Sabbath-keeping using 
the book, 24/6, by Matthew Sleeth. The schedule: 
24/6 for parents of  elementary children, Sunday 

from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.; Way Of  The Child, Sunday 
from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m.; 24/6, Monday from 7:00 to 
8:00 p.m.; Fasting For Lent, Tuesday from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m.; Lenten Yoga, Wednesday from noon to 
1:00 p.m.; Just Listening, Wednesday from 6:15 
to 7:00 p.m.; Spartan Race Challenge, Saturday 
from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. For details and to register, 
visit www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. Reach 
Dr. Melanie Dobson at 704-295-4840 or melanie@

mpumc.org.

ORDER AN EASTER LILY

Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 
church on Easter Sunday in honor of  or in memory of 
a loved one? Each dedication is $15. This season, 

all are encouraged to order at www.myersparkumc.
org/announcements. Or send a check for $15 per 

dedication by noon March 10. Indicate “in honor of  
(name)” or “in memory of  (name)” on the check. 

Mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, 
att.: Peg Broughton. All dedications must be received 

by March 10.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...

George Blackburn, former Director of  Christian Education at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church, who died on January 9, 
2015. Lura Carnes Owen, mother of  Dale Owen, sister of  Hal 
Carnes and grandmother of  Alex, Lindsey and Gracey Owen, 
who died on January 24, 2016. Jeanne Walker Poole, mother of  
Ed Poole, who died on February 1, 2016.  

Babies
Taylor Paige DiCicco, daughter of  Jen and Dave DiCicco and 
sister of  Allie DiCicco, born on October 9, 2015.

LENT, DAY BY DAY

Snapshots from collecting canned goods and more for neighbors in need, 
while cheering on the Panthers and, oh yes, out-collecting our United 
Methodist brothers and sisters in Denver. We’ll share our food total when 
we add it all up. In the spirit of  Keep Pounding, remember, the church 
collects food all year long for Loaves & Fishes food pantry.

A Wide-Eyed Child
Wish you could have seen the little kid I saw. While Loaves 
& Fishes guys were here (during preschool car pool no less), 
loading all those cans into the big box to load into the big 
truck, this cute little guy of  around two was frozen and wide-
eyed watching all that mission-oriented industry while other 
kids and moms rushed to preschool. Obviously this little boy 
will grow up with a heart for missions.

• Staffer Christine Mull 

Wide-Eyed Adults
Talking about wide-eyed, I loved watching the Loaves & Fishes 
warehouse guys park their truck, walk into the Parish Life 
lobby, see that mountain of  goods and freak out. What’s that 
famous line from Jaws…….“I think we’re gonna need a bigger 
boat (truck).”

• Staffer Ken Garfield

What’s An MCRU?
Our High School Youth Group transformed itself  into a 
MCRU – Mobile Can-Retrieving Unit – and picked up 45 
bags of  canned goods from 29 homes on January 31 as part 
of  this campaign. They were given the additional “prayer 
challenge” of  asking donors to pray with them. I love it when 
a common worldly interest (the big game) can be turned into 
an opportunity to teach compassion and giving.

• Youth Ministries’ Jason Rhymer

Keep On Pounding
FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD

• Thy Kingdom Come, the campaign to support the church in 
2016, resulted in pledges to support the church operating 
budget totaling $3,310,388. The 2016 church budget 
is $5,603,895. The hope and anticipation is that the 
difference will be made up by generous giving from those 
who did not pledge, and by giving above and beyond what 
people pledged.

• Jubilee Plus!, the second-mile fund to support outreach and 
scholarships, saw pledges totaling $567,454. Gifts to Jubilee 
Plus! are welcome year-round. 

• An inspiring thing happened to the deficit of  $38,663.78 
that the church faced at the close of  2015. Someone wrote 
a check to cover the entire amount.

• Finance Committee Chairman Dennis Soter encourages 
generosity all year long: “Thank you for your generous 
spirit of  giving as we ended 2015. However, we must 
remember that the needs of  the less fortunate are with 
us throughout the year. So please consider fulfilling your 
pledges throughout the year as well so that we may better 
fund missions and church operations.”

• Have a question about church business? Reach Executive 
Director Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@
mpumc.org.

WHERE DO WE STAND FINANCIALLY?



Though we’ve saved a special place in 
our hearts for victims of  the Charleston 

church shootings last June, the seemingly 
endless drumbeat 
of  violence and 
terror challenges us 
to make something 
of  the memory. To 
learn from it. To 
change the world 
because of  it.

Here at Myers Park 
United Methodist, 
though, we will not 
forget, thanks to a 

handful of  church 
members whose persistence is pushing the 
rest of  us to confront prejudice – society’s 
and our own. First things first, if  you want 
to join this conversation, e-mail staffer Peg 
Broughton at peg@mpumc.org. She’ll add 
your name and voice to the growing list of  
folks for whom Charleston has become a 
rallying cry.

Moved by the group’s courage, I’ve been 
writing a lot about this effort. It began 
with a few members sharing their anguish. 
Then a dozen of  us talking about it over a 
H.O.T. Wednesday meal. Then 20 listening 
as African-American members of  our church 
shared what it’s like to worship at a large, 
affluent, white church. Then 100 turning out 

to hear UNC Charlotte professor and author 
Shannon Sullivan challenge us to search our 
souls for racism. So we want to change the 
world? How about starting at the kitchen 
table, with a family conversation about why 
we tense up when a black man steps onto 
the elevator with us, and why we’re afraid to 
confront our fear. As Shannon put it, “We 
just don’t know how to talk about it.”

I’ve been working at this church, telling its 
stories, going on a decade now. I’ve seen 
many wonderful programs planned and 
promoted by clergy and staff, top-down 
efforts, as in, “Here, take this, it’ll be good 
for you.” It’s important stuff. But what 
touches the deepest part of  my soul are 
those natural movements that rise up from 
the pews like a roaring river because God 
moved some of  us to act: Packing a school 
bus with supplies for Haiti earthquake 
victims. Filling the church lobby with food 
for the poor during Super Bowl week. 
Weeping over black people murdered during 
a Bible study.

Here at Myers Park United Methodist, a 
handful of  church members have wiped away 
the tears, then said to the rest of  us, “What 
are we going to do about it?”

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life. Reach him at ken@mpumc.org

• The 12-person Building Feasibility Committee looking 
at the future of  the church campus and facilities, 
and whether to renovate existing structures or build 
something new, welcomes the congregation’s feedback. 
Those with questions or thoughts can reach Chair 
Chan Martin at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com. 
Nothing has been decided, and there is no timetable for 
a decision. Almost any change would require rezoning. 
At two January listening sessions with selected staff  
and lay leaders, initial sketches depicted a four-story 
building that might replace the Youth Building. Options 
also include building on the existing Parish Life lot. The 
Sanctuary, of  course, is off  limits. It’s been more than 
15 years since a similar study was done at the church. 
An in-depth story on the project is in the January 27 
Cornerstone church newsletter, at www.myersparkumc.org.

• Four programs in April will help navigate end-of-life 
issues: The series, Tying Up Loose Ends, will gather 
Mondays at 7:00 p.m. in Francis Chapel. The schedule: 
On April 4, Parish Nurse Susan Mobley and Marilyn 
Morenz will discuss living wills and health care power 
of  attorney. On April 11, Dr. Melanie Dobson will 
explore aging and spirituality. On April 18, Director of  
Communications Ken Garfield will talk about obituaries 
and answer questions about how best to celebrate a life. 
On April 25, Rev. Bill Roth will explore the significance 
of  funerals – what to consider when planning one in 
advance and how the church can help. The congregation 
and community are welcome, no reservations needed. 
For child care, contact Parish Nurse Susan Mobley at 
704-295-4836 or smobley@mpumc.org.

Let the politicians bitterly debate immigration, a ministry in 
Charlotte is welcoming new neighbors with open arms.

Church member Rachel Humphries co-
founded Refugee Support Services in 
2006, inspired by her determination to 
help refugees settle comfortably into the 
community. Since then, with the help 
of  Myers Park United Methodist and 
others, the ministry has been sharing 
love and practical help with people from 
every corner of  the world. Fresh veggies, 
including from the garden beside the 
Parish Life Building, fill family fridges all 
over town. The Help Center assists new 

refugees with the complexities of  resettlement. Mentors 
meet weekly with newcomers through the Fruitful Friend-
ship program. The annual 01/01 birthday party each year at 
Myers Park United Methodist celebrates birthdays of  those 

who do not know their exact birth dates. Medical clinics of-
fer life-saving help.

Rachel says there are all sorts of  ways to help: Pick-up truck 
owners can haul veggies. Volunteers at the Spring Fling on 
April 30 can serve food, provide child care and play soccer. 
Those with the ability can teach English as a second lan-
guage. Financial donations are welcome.

Charlotte has long embraced refugees, and the opportunities 
keep coming: “Charlotte’s newest community members,” 
says Rachel, “are from Nepal, Bhutan, Burma, Eritrea (in 
east Africa) and more.”

To learn more about Refugee Support Services, visit www.refugeesup-
portservices.org or call 704-458-3245. Each month, Ministry In 
The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist Church and a cause to embrace. Visit www.myersparkumc.
org/reach-out/beyond-the-wall for opportunities to #livedifferently.

Ministry In The Spotlight:
SHARING LOVE AND HELP WITH REFUGEES

Dorothy Counts going to school, a moment captured 
by photographer Don Sturkey. Photo courtesy of  

The Charlotte Observer.

Rachel Humphries

The congregation’s conversation on race 
continues at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 
16, in Jubilee Hall: A panel that includes 
Charlotte integration pioneer Dorothy 
Counts-Scoggins and School Board 
member Eric Davis will discuss Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Schools, racial equity and the 
role the faith community should play in the 

debate. The Black History Month program 
comes as CMS considers the next student 
assignment policy in the context of  school 
resegregation.

Charlotte’s history books will long note 
that Dorothy Counts-Scoggins helped 
integrate Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 
when she entered Harding High School in 
1957. Charlotte magazine wrote this about 
her: ‘On the morning of  September 4, 
1957, fifteen-year-old Dorothy Counts set 
out on a harrowing path toward Harding 
High, where as the first African-American 
to attend the all-white school, she was 
greeted by a jeering swarm of  boys who 
spat, threw trash, and yelled epithets at her 
as she entered the building…”

Now a community activist, Counts-
Scoggins devotes herself  to early 
childhood education and equal 
opportunities for all children.

NEXT ‘RACE’ PROGRAM FEBRUARY 16

In this Lenten 
season of  prayer and 
introspection, turn 
inside for the complete 
calendar of  worship 
and other offerings 
at Myers Park United 
Methodist through 
Easter Sunday (March 
27). A special offering: 
Stephen Minister’s 
annual devotional, 
Meditations For Lent 2016, 
is available around the 
church campus. The daily 
reflections are written 
by church members and 
clergy. Please pick up a 
copy and make it part of  
your personal journey 
toward Easter morning.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

A Conversation On Faith
AFTER CHARLESTON

WEIGH IN ON BUILDING FEASIBILITY; END OF LIFE

Ken Garfield




