
ON CHRISTMAS EVE, BRING FOOD

The church collected 2,743 pounds of  food for 
Loaves & Fishes at Thanksgiving.

Christmas Eve worshipers, this year as 
before, are encouraged to bring canned 
goods and other nonperishables for Loaves 
& Fishes. On the way to sing Joy to the World, 
fill the bin in the Parish Life lobby, that the 
hungry might enjoy a taste of  the season’s 
goodness.

Advent at Myers Park United Methodist is 
brightened by many ministries (see Ministry 
In The Spotlight inside). The Christmas Eve 
initiative offers one more opportunity to 
share God’s love, especially on a day that 
attracts so many visitors and newcomers. 
Services last December 24 drew 4,206 to the 
Sanctuary and Jubilee Hall.

Donations go to Loaves & Fishes, whose 
warehouses served 78,602 people in and 
around Charlotte in 2014. Half  of  its clients 
last year were children.

Many houses of  worship collect food this 
time of  year. Thanksgiving Table Tithe at Myers 
Park United Methodist raised 2,743 pounds 
of  food for Loaves & Fishes. On Christmas 
Eve at First Lutheran in Greensboro, Meals 
At The Manger includes boxes placed beside 
the familiar tableau, for people to fill with 
food. Here at the corner of  Queens and 

Providence, it’ll be a no-frills Christmas Eve: 
Fill a bag with food. As you walk to church 
from your vehicle, drop it off  in the bin by 
the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. Then 
go light a candle, that the world might be a 
little brighter this Christmas.

• Ken Garfield 

In this season when we celebrate Christ’s birth with the 
giving of  gifts, we affirm the ministries that share the 
greatest gift of  all, love…

Through the Jubilee Store, we welcome Charlotte Family 
Housing parents to shop for their children.

Through the Alternative Gift Market, we offer the chance 
to honor family and friends with a gift to a worthy cause. 
Shop from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, December 
13, in the Parish Life lobby or at www.mpumc.org/
christmasoutreach.

Through the Angel Tree, we make sure children with 
parents in prison have something to open Christmas 

morning. To help deliver gifts on December 13, reach 
Simpson Schmitt at Simpson.schmitt@gmail.com.

Through Elizabeth House, Room In The Inn and 
serving meals at local shelters, we connect with the least of  
these. Visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

On Christmas Eve, we bring canned goods to the Parish 
Life lobby for Loaves & Fishes, doing our best to bring joy 
to the world.

Each month in the Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.org, Ministry In 
The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist and a cause to embrace. Visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson shared the practice of  centering 
prayer with the final H.O.T. Wednesday gathering of  
2015. “Centering prayer,” she says, “is opening up to 
the presence of  God in silence. A sacred word (such 
as Jesus, hope, love) helps one to center on God when 
the mind wanders. It is a form of  contemplative prayer, 
meaning prayer without verbal words, a prayer of  
silence.” She reflects on the H.O.T Wednesday exercise: 
“We had an awesome video (thanks, Youth Ministries). 
Bells were handed out to Keepers Of  The Bell at each 
table. When I asked for the bells to sound, little chubby 
toddler hands, some wrinkled hands and elementary-boy 
hands all rang their bells, calling us to prayer. We held 
30 seconds of  silence. Afterward, several families said 
‘Thank you,’ that they appreciated being given the gift 
of  silence. I hope this can enrich our families during 
Advent to experience the presence of  God, instead of  

only experiencing chaos.” Centering Prayer bells are 
available in the Sanctuary narthex, Jubilee Hall and at 
the front desk in the Parish Life Building lobby.

• Stocking-stuffers: On sale for $10 in Goodness Gra-
cious! in the Parish Life Building lobby, where sales 
support outreach, is When In Our Music God Is Glorified. 
The DVD offers a choral celebration with guest artist/
conductor Donald Neuen and the Chancel Choir and 
Chamber Singers. Also on sale in the gift shop: Dr. 
Howell’s book, Why This Jubilee? – Advent Reflections on 
Songs of  the Season.

• Copies of  Intersection magazine are around the campus 
and at www.mpumc.org. The Winter issue is an annual 
report, lifting up the congregation’s work in 2015.

LEARNING CENTERING PRAYER, 
STOCKING-STUFFERS, INTERSECTION

CHURCH WELCOMES 
ENGAGEMENT DIRECTOR

A long-valued leader in Charlotte’s 
nonprofit community is coming to work at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church.

Annabelle Suddreth has been named 
Director of  Volunteer Engagement, a new, 

part-time position helping 
people discover where 
and how to serve as God’s 
hands. While she will be in 
and out starting in January, 
laying the groundwork for 
her ministry, her official 
start date is March 1. She 
was chosen from among 

50 candidates, making an 
impression with a heart for service rooted 
in her faith. “She feels called to do the 
kinds of  things we’ve engaged her to 
do,” Search Committee Chairman Don 
Washington said. “To help build the level 
of  engagement among the people who 
worship at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church.”

Annabelle spent seven-plus years as 
Executive Director of  A Child’s Place, 
which helps homeless children with their 

education through tutoring, mentoring and 
meeting basic needs. During her tenure, the 
nonprofit grew from serving 480 to 2,650 
children annually. Since last year, she’s been 
a consultant to several nonprofits, including 
the Men’s Shelter. In a career devoted 
to worthy causes, she’s also worked for 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and Urban 
Ministry Center.

Annabelle and her husband, David, a 
project manager with Mecklenburg County 
Park and Recreation, have three children 
– Carly, 25, who’s married to Josh; Katie, 
23, and D.J., 17. They attend New River 
Church, a nondenominational congregation 
in Lake Wylie, S.C., where Annabelle plays 
in the contemporary worship band.

The church is also interviewing candidates 
for the position of  Local Outreach 
Coordinator.

We’ll share more about Annabelle in the 
Cornerstone and other communications platforms 
when she arrives for work.

With Christmas closing 
in, have you written 
a check to support a 
favorite cause? Have 
you dispensed with big 
box-store gift cards 
and shopped at the 
Alternative Gift Market? 
Have you studied the 
Advent calendar inside 
the Cornerstone and 
picked out a gathering 
to attend, something 
that touches your heart? 
Have you written a 
Christmas letter to a 
long-lost friend? As 
the lights of  the season 
come into focus, are 
you thinking about how 
this can be the best 
Christmas yet?
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Men and women gather for the United Methodist 

Women Christmas dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. 
Dr. Howell shares from his book, Why This Jubilee? Al-
lyson Ware and Kathy Hamilton offer music. For more, 
e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop, where sales support 

outreach, open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Alternative Gift Market at www.mpumc.org/christmas-

outreach. You can also buy a charitable gift in honor 
of  a loved one from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, 
December 13, in the Parish Life lobby.

• Kneeling at the Manger, 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Kids, 
come dressed as your favorite Nativity character.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• All ages are invited to the Adults Plus! program at 10:30 

a.m. in Jubilee Hall: A Christmas Reminiscence concert with 
ragtime pianist Ethan Uslan. Lunch (ham and fixings) 
follows in Jubilee Hall. For reservations by noon Decem-
ber 15, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• UMAR party open to all, 11:00 to 1:00 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m.
• Youth invited to sing carols and do crafts, 9:30 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m., Aldersgate retirement community. Details: El-
len Spence at ellenspence@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
• Christmas in Word and Song, 8:45 a.m. Church In The 

Round, Jubilee Hall.
• Lessons and Carols, 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary.
• Moravian Love Feast, 6:00 p.m. in Sanctuary, led by youth.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 

for families. Overflow seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, contempo-

rary service with Church In The Round band, Youth and 
College Choir.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 
for families. Overflow in Jubilee Hall.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Overflow in Jubilee Hall. Service will be livestreamed at 
www.mpumc.org.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Overflow in Jubilee Hall. Service will be livestreamed at 
www.mpumc.org. 

• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.
• The offering on Christmas Eve goes to the church part-

nership with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, 

and ministry partner OFCB in Bayonnais, Haiti, to help 
build classrooms.

• Christmas Eve worshipers are encouraged to bring 
canned goods and other nonperishables for Loaves & 
Fishes food pantry. Donations go in the Parish Life 
lobby bin.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• Church closed. For help, call 704-376-8584 and follow 

prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No Sun-

day School for children. Families encouraged to worship 
together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Dona-

tions of  baby items for Florence Crittenton Services. 
E-mail jenna@mpumc.org for more.

THIS AND THAT
• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 

loved one? To reserve a poinsettia, send a $14 check to 
Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, Char-
lotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also 
be left at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. Include 
the name of  the person being honored or remembered. 
Checks must be received by December 14 for dedications 
to be listed in worship bulletins for the Lessons and Carols 
services on December 20. 

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of  a loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door. 
Send a $30 check to Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Brough-
ton. Checks can also be left at the front desk. Include 
the name of  the person being honored or remembered. 
Checks must be received by December 14 for listing in 
Lessons and Carols on December 20.

• Children’s Ministries’ Something’s About To Happen is 
available around the campus, with prayers and children’s 
artwork. One devotional per family.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
James Willis Anderson, father of  Saribeth Dozier and 
grandfather of  Sarah and Mary Margaret Dozier, who died 
on November 18, 2015. John Thurman Walser Jr., father of  
Becky Abernethy, who died on November 21, 2015. John “Joe” 
Wesley Urey III, father of  Leslie Price, who died on November 
21, 2015. Edsel Loyd Withers, father of  Lewis Withers and 
grandfather of  Sarah Withers, who died on November 24, 
2015. Melba von Sprecken, mother of  Ron McLuen and Connie 
Stallings and grandmother of  Megan Stallings, who died on 

November 25, 2015. Arline Horton Strother, mother of  Geoffrey 
Strother, who died on December 1, 2015. Lucille “Lou” Finch 
Jones, mother of  David Jones, Annabel Link and Samuel Jones 
and grandmother of  Stephen Jones, who died on December 
1, 2015. Mabel Sigmon Doser, wife of  Bill Doser, who died on 
November 30, 2015.

Babies
Kathryne Frances Bandyke and Charlotte Ryan Bandyke, daughters 
of  Taylor and Matthew Bandyke and granddaughters of  Garza 
and Frances Baldwin, born on October 29, 2015.

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY 

Steven Cole and his family have come back home to Charlotte 
and our church, having served his country in war and peace 
and Hollywood, where he made sure a film about a giant 

radioactive lizard did justice to the U.S. 
Army. I better explain.

Steve, the son of  Glenn and Linda Cole, 
left Charlotte for West Point, where he 
studied, graduated, taught, then served in 
the Army at various locales. Various is an 
understatement – Steven and Shelly have 
moved 12 times in 16 years of  marriage. 

With an expertise in PR and communications, he spent a year 
in Kabul in Afghanistan, making sure The New York Times and 
other major media spoke the truth about the war.

He spent three years in another gig that didn’t involve bullets, 
at least not real ones. As Army liaison to the film and TV 
industry in Hollywood, he did his best to insure that the Army 
was portrayed accurately by those  whose first job is to make 

excitement and money. The flick 
starring the giant radioactive lizard 
– yes, Godzilla – needed Army 
trucks. Mission accomplished, 
thanks to Steven. The makers of  
the Tom Selleck TV show, Blue 
Bloods, wanted help with an episode 
about a soldier who returns from 
war with Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder and does bad stuff. The 
Cliché Meter sounded on that one. 
Request denied. He took a meeting 

(Hollywood talk!) with Adam Sandler to talk about the movie, 
Pixels, and wound up talking about their kids. He left that 
meeting (in uniform) and ran into boxer-turned-personality 
Mike Tyson, who thanked him for his service. 

We thank him, too, and say “Welcome Home,” Steven, Shelly, 
Jack and Claire. Retiring at age 43 with the rank of  lieutenant 
colonel, he’s looking for work in PR/communications, if  you 
happen to hear of  anything. Not sure who’d make a better 
reference for Steven – Godzilla or Adam Sandler.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
WELCOME HOME, SOLDIER

Retired Lt. Col Steven Cole (right) isn’t one to name-drop. But here he 
is with Sgt. 1st Class Duane Brown and Jay Leno. Steven explains: 
“This was taken in 2013 following Jay Leno’s final Thanksgiving 

‘Tonight Show’ taping. Every year on the Wednesday before  
Thanksgiving, his audience was comprised of  service members.  

After the show, they served a holiday dinner to everyone.”

Godzilla

The Jubilee Store, 2015.



Each issue of  the Cornerstone offers a bonus page of  
programs, classes and other activities offering the faithful
a chance to learn, serve and grow. To share news for The 
Life Of  The Church, reach Director of  Communications 

Ken Garfield at 704-295-4819 or ken@mpumc.org.

December 9, 2015

• THY KINGDOM COME 
If  you haven’t already done so, 
add this to your ever-growing 
to-do list: Fill out and return 
your Estimate of  Giving card to 
support the church in 2016. The 
card offers the opportunity to 
support the church operating budget in 2016 ($5.6 million), 
plus the Jubilee Plus! fund for local and world outreach 
and scholarships. The goal for the second-mile fund is 
$1 million. Cards can be mailed to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207, placed in the Sunday offering plate 
or dropped off  at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. 
A financial commitment to the Thy Kingdom Come campaign 
can also be made at www.mpumc.org. With the church 
facing a financial deficit most every December, all are 
encouraged to meet the commitment they made to the 2015 
budget as soon as possible. Details: Executive Director 
Saribeth Dozier at 704-295-4844 or saribeth@mpumc.org.

• RACE AND RECONCILIATION Stirred by the 
Charleston shootings, a group of  church members 
continues exploring how to address the racial divide in 
Charlotte. To add your name and voice to the effort, e-mail 
church staffer Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org. The 
Cornerstone will continue sharing news of  the initiative.

• STEP, JUMP, LEAP The congregation’s input to reignite 
church efforts in five areas is welcome: Grow In Faith, Radical 
Hospitality, Community Building And Partnerships, Education, 
and Affordable Housing. The project is called Step, Jump, Leap. 
To share an idea or ask a question, reach church member Dave 
Lank at 704-909-8152.

• LOAVES & FISHES A new church ministry – stocking 
shelves and taking inventory of  donations at the Loaves 
& Fishes food pantry at 648 B Griffith Road – welcomes 
volunteers the second Wednesday of  each month. Reach Laura 
Weller at 704-918-8242 or lauraoweller@yahoo.com.

• HOSPICE HOLIDAY MEALS Hospice seeks donations 
of  meals for in-home patients and their families at Christmas. 
Meals should feed up to eight people and include a meat, 
starch, vegetable, rolls, dessert and beverage. Prepared meals are 
needed the day before the holiday, and unprepared meals up to 
two weeks before. Details: Cathie DeCramer at DeCramer@
HPCCR.org.

• CHURCH APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church 
mobile app is available for download. You’ll find the latest 
sermons from Dr. Howell and our pastoral staff, live streaming 
worship services and other resources to help you stay connected 
online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park 
Methodist in the App Store for iPhone/iPad, Google Play for 
Android or the Window Phone Marketplace.

• PLANNED GIVING Executive Director Saribeth Dozier 
is available to talk to Sunday School classes, other groups and 
individuals about how to support the church through planned 
giving to the Wesley Foundation. Reach her at 704-295-4844 or 
saribeth@mpumc.org.

• DONATE FROM YOUR SMARTPHONE  
Myers Park United Methodist Church now offers a mobile 
version of  our online giving page at 
www.mpumc.org, making it easy for you 
to give anytime from your smartphone. 
Scan the image you see here each week 
in the Sunday bulletin using your phone’s 
Quick Response (QR) code reader.

Kingdom
come

Thy

A PROGRAM ON THE POPE, AND MORE

Dr. Howell

Dr. Howell will explore Pope Francis, St. 
Francis And How To Be Christlike at 7:00 
p.m. Tuesday, January 5, in Jubilee Hall. 
Our Senior Pastor explains: “We will 
look at the extraordinary ministry of  
our new, beloved Pope, the surprising 
and lovely life of  St. Francis in the 13th 
Century, and how we understand what it 
means to live like Jesus lived.”



The view of  the cable car above the Providência favela. 
Photos by Shannon Bannister and Melissa McGill.

Church staffer Melissa McGill was part of  the team that traveled to Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, to plan a mission trip set for September 2016. She 
reflects here on what she saw. To learn more about next year’s trip, and 
world outreach, reach Rev. Nathan Arledge at nathan@mpumc.org.

There are two Rios. One is filled with the glitz and excess 
of  the Copacabana Palace, multimillion-dollar oceanfront 

homes, beautiful scenery and beautiful people. The other Rio is 
a stone’s throw from the city’s world-class beaches and, now, its 
Olympic venues. 

On a recent trip to meet with our ministry partners in Rio de 
Janeiro and plan the 2016 mission trip, a street artist stopped 

church member and trip leader Donna 
Sheehan at the foot of  the Providência favela. 
Favelas are hillside slums. Providência was 
the country’s first, and where our church 
has worked for years. The artist drew two 
lines – a boulevard, he said – and then drew 
a circle around it. Then he explained: “This is 
the Rio that everyone sees. It’s very beautiful 
and happy. But the real Rio is all around us, 
and that is where people are struggling. Most 

people, when they come here, they don’t take the time to see the 
real Rio and the struggle of  its people.”

It’s been three years since I last visited Rio, with 20 other 
twenty- and thirty-somethings on the young adults mission trip 
with our church. Since then, there have been so many changes 
even just to the small bits of  Rio with which I am familiar. As 
we toured the favela in 2012, we noticed spray-painted letters on 
homes designating them for destruction, its inhabitants forcibly 

evicted to make way for a controversial cable car project. As the 
city prepares to host the Summer Olympic Games next August, 
many of  these projects aim to show visitors the beautiful side 
of  Rio, often at the expense of  those who actually live there. 
This year, the cable cars are complete but the unrest in the 
favela was too great for us to walk through as we did before. 
Residents are organizing for better infrastructure, sanitation 
and waste collection, projects bypassed in favor of  flashy 
developments like the cable car. 

We took the cable car from the bottom of  the favela to the top. 
From high above, the city’s beauty almost obscures the poverty, 
the problems, the struggle. But we also met with Pastor Valter, 
who runs a United Methodist Church at the foot of  the hill, 
serving the spiritual and physical needs of  this community. We 
met with one of  his church members, Raquel, who started a 
nonprofit for young mothers in this community, often teen-
aged and unwed, teaching them skills for motherhood. We 
met with Cristiano and Ana Paula, who run an after-school 
program in a nearby favela that is controlled by drug lords. We 
walked through the Vidigal favela with United Methodist Pastor 
Ricardo, where you could see the sandy beaches of  Ipanema 
just beyond the broken hovels built into the hills.

The two Rios, side by side.

Reach Assistant Director of  Communications Melissa McGill at 704-
295-4841 or melissa@mpumc.org.

The Two Rios

The Vidigal favela with views of  the beaches of  Ipanema beyond. 

Melissa McGill

Providencia in 2012, a home 
spray painted for destruction. 

The iconic Christ the Redeemer. 

Our team on the cable car, clockwise – Donna Sheehan, Ryan 
Blalock, Rev. Nathan Arledge, Julia Passos, Jason Snead, Lisa 

Howell, Melissa McGill and Shannon Bannister. 



THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Men and women gather for the United Methodist 

Women Christmas dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. 
Dr. Howell shares from his book, Why This Jubilee? Al-
lyson Ware and Kathy Hamilton offer music. For more, 
e-mail cmull@mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop, where sales support 

outreach, open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Alternative Gift Market at www.mpumc.org/christmas-

outreach. You can also buy a charitable gift in honor 
of  a loved one from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, 
December 13, in the Parish Life lobby.

• Kneeling at the Manger, 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Kids, 
come dressed as your favorite Nativity character.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• All ages are invited to the Adults Plus! program at 10:30 

a.m. in Jubilee Hall: A Christmas Reminiscence concert with 
ragtime pianist Ethan Uslan. Lunch (ham and fixings) 
follows in Jubilee Hall. For reservations by noon Decem-
ber 15, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• UMAR party open to all, 11:00 to 1:00 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m.
• Youth invited to sing carols and do crafts, 9:30 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m., Aldersgate retirement community. Details: El-
len Spence at ellenspence@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
• Christmas in Word and Song, 8:45 a.m. Church In The 

Round, Jubilee Hall.
• Lessons and Carols, 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary.
• Moravian Love Feast, 6:00 p.m. in Sanctuary, led by youth.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 

for families. Overflow seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, contempo-

rary service with Church In The Round band, Youth and 
College Choir.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate 
for families. Overflow in Jubilee Hall.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Overflow in Jubilee Hall. Service will be livestreamed at 
www.mpumc.org.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Overflow in Jubilee Hall. Service will be livestreamed at 
www.mpumc.org. 

• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.
• The offering on Christmas Eve goes to the church part-

nership with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle schools, 

and ministry partner OFCB in Bayonnais, Haiti, to help 
build classrooms.

• Christmas Eve worshipers are encouraged to bring 
canned goods and other nonperishables for Loaves & 
Fishes food pantry. Donations go in the Parish Life 
lobby bin.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• Church closed. For help, call 704-376-8584 and follow 

prompts to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No Sun-

day School for children. Families encouraged to worship 
together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Dona-

tions of  baby items for Florence Crittenton Services. 
E-mail jenna@mpumc.org for more.

THIS AND THAT
• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 

loved one? To reserve a poinsettia, send a $14 check to 
Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, Char-
lotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also 
be left at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. Include 
the name of  the person being honored or remembered. 
Checks must be received by December 14 for dedications 
to be listed in worship bulletins for the Lessons and Carols 
services on December 20. 

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor 
of  a loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door. 
Send a $30 check to Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Brough-
ton. Checks can also be left at the front desk. Include 
the name of  the person being honored or remembered. 
Checks must be received by December 14 for listing in 
Lessons and Carols on December 20.

• Children’s Ministries’ Something’s About To Happen is 
available around the campus, with prayers and children’s 
artwork. One devotional per family.

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
James Willis Anderson, father of  Saribeth Dozier and 
grandfather of  Sarah and Mary Margaret Dozier, who died 
on November 18, 2015. John Thurman Walser Jr., father of  
Becky Abernethy, who died on November 21, 2015. John “Joe” 
Wesley Urey III, father of  Leslie Price, who died on November 
21, 2015. Edsel Loyd Withers, father of  Lewis Withers and 
grandfather of  Sarah Withers, who died on November 24, 
2015. Melba von Sprecken, mother of  Ron McLuen and Connie 
Stallings and grandmother of  Megan Stallings, who died on 

November 25, 2015. Arline Horton Strother, mother of  Geoffrey 
Strother, who died on December 1, 2015. Lucille “Lou” Finch 
Jones, mother of  David Jones, Annabel Link and Samuel Jones 
and grandmother of  Stephen Jones, who died on December 
1, 2015. Mabel Sigmon Doser, wife of  Bill Doser, who died on 
November 30, 2015.

Babies
Kathryne Frances Bandyke and Charlotte Ryan Bandyke, daughters 
of  Taylor and Matthew Bandyke and granddaughters of  Garza 
and Frances Baldwin, born on October 29, 2015.

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY 

Steven Cole and his family have come back home to Charlotte 
and our church, having served his country in war and peace 
and Hollywood, where he made sure a film about a giant 

radioactive lizard did justice to the U.S. 
Army. I better explain.

Steve, the son of  Glenn and Linda Cole, 
left Charlotte for West Point, where he 
studied, graduated, taught, then served in 
the Army at various locales. Various is an 
understatement – Steven and Shelly have 
moved 12 times in 16 years of  marriage. 

With an expertise in PR and communications, he spent a year 
in Kabul in Afghanistan, making sure The New York Times and 
other major media spoke the truth about the war.

He spent three years in another gig that didn’t involve bullets, 
at least not real ones. As Army liaison to the film and TV 
industry in Hollywood, he did his best to insure that the Army 
was portrayed accurately by those  whose first job is to make 

excitement and money. The flick 
starring the giant radioactive lizard 
– yes, Godzilla – needed Army 
trucks. Mission accomplished, 
thanks to Steven. The makers of  
the Tom Selleck TV show, Blue 
Bloods, wanted help with an episode 
about a soldier who returns from 
war with Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder and does bad stuff. The 
Cliché Meter sounded on that one. 
Request denied. He took a meeting 

(Hollywood talk!) with Adam Sandler to talk about the movie, 
Pixels, and wound up talking about their kids. He left that 
meeting (in uniform) and ran into boxer-turned-personality 
Mike Tyson, who thanked him for his service. 

We thank him, too, and say “Welcome Home,” Steven, Shelly, 
Jack and Claire. Retiring at age 43 with the rank of  lieutenant 
colonel, he’s looking for work in PR/communications, if  you 
happen to hear of  anything. Not sure who’d make a better 
reference for Steven – Godzilla or Adam Sandler.

Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes about church life.

A Conversation On Faith
WELCOME HOME, SOLDIER

Retired Lt. Col Steven Cole (right) isn’t one to name-drop. But here he 
is with Sgt. 1st Class Duane Brown and Jay Leno. Steven explains: 
“This was taken in 2013 following Jay Leno’s final Thanksgiving 

‘Tonight Show’ taping. Every year on the Wednesday before  
Thanksgiving, his audience was comprised of  service members.  

After the show, they served a holiday dinner to everyone.”

Godzilla

The Jubilee Store, 2015.



ON CHRISTMAS EVE, BRING FOOD

The church collected 2,743 pounds of  food for 
Loaves & Fishes at Thanksgiving.

Christmas Eve worshipers, this year as 
before, are encouraged to bring canned 
goods and other nonperishables for Loaves 
& Fishes. On the way to sing Joy to the World, 
fill the bin in the Parish Life lobby, that the 
hungry might enjoy a taste of  the season’s 
goodness.

Advent at Myers Park United Methodist is 
brightened by many ministries (see Ministry 
In The Spotlight inside). The Christmas Eve 
initiative offers one more opportunity to 
share God’s love, especially on a day that 
attracts so many visitors and newcomers. 
Services last December 24 drew 4,206 to the 
Sanctuary and Jubilee Hall.

Donations go to Loaves & Fishes, whose 
warehouses served 78,602 people in and 
around Charlotte in 2014. Half  of  its clients 
last year were children.

Many houses of  worship collect food this 
time of  year. Thanksgiving Table Tithe at Myers 
Park United Methodist raised 2,743 pounds 
of  food for Loaves & Fishes. On Christmas 
Eve at First Lutheran in Greensboro, Meals 
At The Manger includes boxes placed beside 
the familiar tableau, for people to fill with 
food. Here at the corner of  Queens and 

Providence, it’ll be a no-frills Christmas Eve: 
Fill a bag with food. As you walk to church 
from your vehicle, drop it off  in the bin by 
the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. Then 
go light a candle, that the world might be a 
little brighter this Christmas.

• Ken Garfield 

In this season when we celebrate Christ’s birth with the 
giving of  gifts, we affirm the ministries that share the 
greatest gift of  all, love…

Through the Jubilee Store, we welcome Charlotte Family 
Housing parents to shop for their children.

Through the Alternative Gift Market, we offer the chance 
to honor family and friends with a gift to a worthy cause. 
Shop from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sunday, December 
13, in the Parish Life lobby or at www.mpumc.org/
christmasoutreach.

Through the Angel Tree, we make sure children with 
parents in prison have something to open Christmas 

morning. To help deliver gifts on December 13, reach 
Simpson Schmitt at Simpson.schmitt@gmail.com.

Through Elizabeth House, Room In The Inn and 
serving meals at local shelters, we connect with the least of  
these. Visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

On Christmas Eve, we bring canned goods to the Parish 
Life lobby for Loaves & Fishes, doing our best to bring joy 
to the world.

Each month in the Cornerstone and at www.mpumc.org, Ministry In 
The Spotlight celebrates the partnership between Myers Park United 
Methodist and a cause to embrace. Visit www.mpumc.org/serve.

• Dr. Melanie Dobson shared the practice of  centering 
prayer with the final H.O.T. Wednesday gathering of  
2015. “Centering prayer,” she says, “is opening up to 
the presence of  God in silence. A sacred word (such 
as Jesus, hope, love) helps one to center on God when 
the mind wanders. It is a form of  contemplative prayer, 
meaning prayer without verbal words, a prayer of  
silence.” She reflects on the H.O.T Wednesday exercise: 
“We had an awesome video (thanks, Youth Ministries). 
Bells were handed out to Keepers Of  The Bell at each 
table. When I asked for the bells to sound, little chubby 
toddler hands, some wrinkled hands and elementary-boy 
hands all rang their bells, calling us to prayer. We held 
30 seconds of  silence. Afterward, several families said 
‘Thank you,’ that they appreciated being given the gift 
of  silence. I hope this can enrich our families during 
Advent to experience the presence of  God, instead of  

only experiencing chaos.” Centering Prayer bells are 
available in the Sanctuary narthex, Jubilee Hall and at 
the front desk in the Parish Life Building lobby.

• Stocking-stuffers: On sale for $10 in Goodness Gra-
cious! in the Parish Life Building lobby, where sales 
support outreach, is When In Our Music God Is Glorified. 
The DVD offers a choral celebration with guest artist/
conductor Donald Neuen and the Chancel Choir and 
Chamber Singers. Also on sale in the gift shop: Dr. 
Howell’s book, Why This Jubilee? – Advent Reflections on 
Songs of  the Season.

• Copies of  Intersection magazine are around the campus 
and at www.mpumc.org. The Winter issue is an annual 
report, lifting up the congregation’s work in 2015.

LEARNING CENTERING PRAYER, 
STOCKING-STUFFERS, INTERSECTION

CHURCH WELCOMES 
ENGAGEMENT DIRECTOR

A long-valued leader in Charlotte’s 
nonprofit community is coming to work at 
Myers Park United Methodist Church.

Annabelle Suddreth has been named 
Director of  Volunteer Engagement, a new, 

part-time position helping 
people discover where 
and how to serve as God’s 
hands. While she will be in 
and out starting in January, 
laying the groundwork for 
her ministry, her official 
start date is March 1. She 
was chosen from among 

50 candidates, making an 
impression with a heart for service rooted 
in her faith. “She feels called to do the 
kinds of  things we’ve engaged her to 
do,” Search Committee Chairman Don 
Washington said. “To help build the level 
of  engagement among the people who 
worship at Myers Park United Methodist 
Church.”

Annabelle spent seven-plus years as 
Executive Director of  A Child’s Place, 
which helps homeless children with their 

education through tutoring, mentoring and 
meeting basic needs. During her tenure, the 
nonprofit grew from serving 480 to 2,650 
children annually. Since last year, she’s been 
a consultant to several nonprofits, including 
the Men’s Shelter. In a career devoted 
to worthy causes, she’s also worked for 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools and Urban 
Ministry Center.

Annabelle and her husband, David, a 
project manager with Mecklenburg County 
Park and Recreation, have three children 
– Carly, 25, who’s married to Josh; Katie, 
23, and D.J., 17. They attend New River 
Church, a nondenominational congregation 
in Lake Wylie, S.C., where Annabelle plays 
in the contemporary worship band.

The church is also interviewing candidates 
for the position of  Local Outreach 
Coordinator.

We’ll share more about Annabelle in the 
Cornerstone and other communications platforms 
when she arrives for work.

With Christmas closing 
in, have you written 
a check to support a 
favorite cause? Have 
you dispensed with big 
box-store gift cards 
and shopped at the 
Alternative Gift Market? 
Have you studied the 
Advent calendar inside 
the Cornerstone and 
picked out a gathering 
to attend, something 
that touches your heart? 
Have you written a 
Christmas letter to a 
long-lost friend? As 
the lights of  the season 
come into focus, are 
you thinking about how 
this can be the best 
Christmas yet?
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

Ministry In The Spotlight:
SHARING LOVE AT CHRISTMAS

Annabelle  
Suddreth




