
STEP, JUMP, LEAP IDEAS SHARED
By Ken Garfield

The push to embolden the church intensifies, 
with laity determined to come up with at 
least one action plan “that scares you,” as lay 
leader Dave Lank puts it.

The Step, Jump, Leap project arises from an 
Administrative Board subcommittee charged 
with reigniting the church strategic plan in 
five areas: Grow In Faith, Radical Hospitality, 
Community Building And Partnerships, 
Education, and Affordable Housing. Over 
a boxed supper in Jubilee Hall, 40 church 
members shared ideas, with these proposed 
“Leap” projects among the most daring:

Grow In Faith: Each person/family 
regularly attends worship, participates in 
Sunday School/small groups, and maintains 
a service commitment. The church builds a 
state-of-the-art facility to house programs 
for children and youth – not just church 
members but kids in the community, too. 
Create and sustain relationships that unite 
young and old.

Radical Hospitality: Create a Welcome 
Center/Visitor Center. Take Holy Week into 
the community by serving Holy Communion 

where there is pain, for example, shelters and 
prisons. Call it a Pilgrimage Of  Pain.

Community Building And Partnerships: 
Grow change in each one of  us, and 
awareness of  our privileges in the context of  
understanding social justice. Join with others 
to work against social injustice, and head 
efforts to accomplish these goals.

Education: Create an outreach center in the 
South Tryon community for tutoring and 
recreation.

Affordable Housing: Develop a small 
neighborhood of  homes for families 
transitioning from homeless to permanent 
housing. Some church members will live 
there, too. And set aside room for residences 
in whatever youth building and/or gym the 
church decides to build.

Church member Lank, chair of  the Step, 
Jump, Leap committee, said the group will 
compile ideas, flesh out details and present 
recommended goals to the Administrative 
Board, likely early next year. Then comes a 
focus on how to bring these goals to life. To 
share an idea or ask a question, reach Dave at 
704-909-8152.

When his marriage ended after 20 years, 
Curt Thurston made sure his two teen-age 

children were cared 
for. But he didn’t really 
think about himself. 
He had never been 
to therapy, never 
thought he needed it 
or could afford it. This 
had devastated him – 
“Twenty years of  my 

life wasted. I never saw this coming.” But 
still the idea of  talking to someone about 
it didn’t seem real, until his sister-in-law 
asked, “What about you?” Even when his 
pastor at Myers Park Baptist directed him 
to a Stephen Minister at our church, Curt 
thought to himself, “We’ll meet a couple 
of  times and that’ll be the end of  it. A year 
later…”

A year later, Curt, 54, sits with his Stephen 
Minister at Starbucks and swallows hard, 
barely able to summon the words to 
describe what it has meant to be heard. 
He looks across the table to his friend and 
sounding board and says, “I just knew 
somebody really was there.”

Forty-five church members currently serve 
as Stephen Ministers, laity trained to offer a 
listening ear to those burdened by one thing 
or another. Curt and his Stephen Minister 
met once a week over coffee at Barnes & 
Noble at the Arboretum. Curt did most of  
the talking. His Stephen Minister heard the 
frustration and lack of  confidence in Curt’s 
voice and asked questions. “How did that 
make you feel? What do you want me to 
pray for? When can we get together again?” 
With each meeting, reinforced by e-mails, 

Continued Inside...

In these days of  gratitude and giving, an illustration and a 
gentle reminder:

Nearly 200 neighbors of  ours 
enjoyed the annual Thanksgiving 
feast at South Tryon Community 
Church, served by The Trinity’s 
Table volunteers. Read more 
about it elsewhere in the Cornerstone. Myers Park United 
Methodist members provide desserts and help prepare 
and serve the weekly community meal. Money from Myers 
Park United Methodist’s Jubilee Plus! fund pays for food and 
supplies – one of  a thousand examples of  church members’ 
generosity bringing love to life.

That’s something to consider as Thy Kingdom Comes rolls 
on. All are invited to fill out their Estimate of  Giving card 

to support the church in 2016. It’s due back by Friday, 
December 4. The card offers the chance to support the 
church operating budget in 2016, plus the Jubilee Plus! fund 
for outreach and scholarships. Cards can be mailed to 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, placed in the Sunday 
offering plate or dropped off  at the front desk in the Parish 
Life lobby. A financial commitment can also be made at www.
mpumc.org.

The church budget for 2016 is $5.6 million. Members are also 
encouraged to meet the commitment they made for 2015 – 
and not wait until the end of  the year to do so.

Remember, buying turkey and serving it up with love takes 
faith and money.

• Ken Garfield

• KinderMourn hosted its annual Breakfast Of  Hope last 
week, lifting up its ministry of  helping bereaved parents 
and families endure the loss of  a child or other loved 
one. “We make a haven,” Executive Director Kelly 
Hamilton told 125 guests. “A safe haven.” Among those 
sharing her story, and her work as KinderMourn Pro-
gram Director, was church member Jill Shipp. Kinder-
Mourn’s annual holiday memorial service is at 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 13, at Friendship Missionary Baptist 
Church, 3301 Beatties Ford Road. All can come and 
light a candle in someone’s memory. Visit www.kinder-
mourn.org for more.

• A beautiful birthday party: To celebrate her 70th 
birthday, breast cancer survivor Claire Talley and her 
husband, Jim, welcomed 200 guests to Infinity Ball-
room Charlotte for music, dancing, and more. All were 
invited to wear pink. Instead of  gifts for Claire, guests 
made donations to Carolina Breast Friends (www.caro-

linabreastfriends.org). The party – highlighted by Claire 
Talley cutting the rug with professional ballroom dancer 
Felipe Gonzalez – raised $18,000 and counting. The 
nonprofit offers monthly meetings and more for breast 
cancer survivors.

• On sale for $10 in Goodness Gracious! in the Parish 
Life lobby, where sales support outreach: The DVD, 
When In Our Music God Is Glorified, a choral celebration 
with guest artist and conductor Donald Neuen and the 
Chancel Choir and Chamber Singers. Among the 11 of-
ferings: Thy Will Be Done and A Song of  Peace.

• To join the churchwide conversation on race and recon-
ciliation, e-mail staffer Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.
org. She’ll add your name to the list, so you can learn 
about future initiatives.

KINDERMOURN, CLAIRE TALLEY, CHORAL DVD

A Conversation On Faith
SOMEONE TO LISTEN

Remember to fill out and return your Estimate Of  Giving card for Thy 
Kingdom Come, or make a financial commitment at www.mpumc.org.

Kingdom
come

Thy

Turn inside for news 
of  all the Advent 
activities at church that 
fill the season with 
joy – worship services 
(including Christmas 
Eve), children’s 
programs and the like. 
Look inside, too, for 
opportunities to share 
the light with those 
who need it most 
– the Jubilee Store, 
Alternative Gift Market, 
Room In The Inn and 
more. There is hurt out 
there at the holidays, 
and all year long. Please 
don’t miss a chance to 
ease someone’s pain.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

TURKEY, DRESSING AND THIS SEASON OF GIVING



THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
• Preorder a Christmas tree, wreath and garland at www.mpumc.

org or in person Sunday, November 29, in the Parish Life 
lobby. Sales support outreachs. Pick-up December 3-5 in the 
parking lot across from church, where goods will also be for 
sale. Youth also deliver. The lot on December 4 will feature 
Hubee D’s food truck, music, crafts table and tree lot photo op.

THURSDAY/FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26-27
• Church closed for Thanksgiving (closing at 1:00 p.m. Wednes-

day, November 25). For help, call 704-376-8584 and follow 
prompts to the pastor on call.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
• Breakfast With Mary, 9:00 a.m., Jubilee Hall, ages four through 

second grade. Breakfast, music, a visit with Mary and creating 
Nativity figures (Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus). Registration is 
$5 per person. Craft sets are an additional $5 each. Reserva-
tions/details: www.mpumc.org/children or Katharine Willis at 
kwillis@mpumc.org.

• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 to 4:00 p.m. From 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m., guys whose wives run the shop will take over, 
offering piano music, singing and refreshments.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
• Fifth-graders stuff  stockings for Salvation Army Christmas 

Bureau, 10:30 a.m. to noon. E-mail jenna@mpumc.org for sug-
gested gift items to donate.

• Music Ministries’ concerts featuring multiple ensembles, 5:30 
and 7:30 p.m., First United Methodist, 501 N. Tryon St. up-
town. Free. No tickets needed. Shuttle buses will run between 
the two churches from 4:15 to 9:00 p.m. Free parking beside 
the uptown church.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
• Freedom School CHAMP party, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall. Come and join in the fun.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
• Service Of  Hope And Consolation, 6:30 p.m. in Francis Cha-

pel, offering a chance to light a candle and say a prayer for a 
loved one.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Men and women are invited to the United Methodist Women 

Christmas dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. Howell 
shares from his book, Why This Jubilee? Allyson Ware and Kathy 
Hamilton offer music. For $10 dinner reservations by noon 
December 4, call 704-376-5520 (option one) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Kneeling at the Manger, 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Children, come  

dressed as your favorite Nativity character.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• All ages are invited to the Adults Plus! program at 10:30 a.m. 

in Jubilee Hall: A Christmas Reminiscence concert (think swingy-
jazz/ragtime) with pianist Ethan Uslan. Lunch (ham and 
fixings) follows in Jubilee Hall. For reservations by noon De-
cember 15, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• UMAR party open to all, 11:00 to 1:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
• Youth invited to sing carols and do crafts, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m., Aldersgate retirement community. Details: Ellen Spence 
at ellenspence@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
• Christmas in Word and Song, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round, 

Jubilee Hall.
• Lessons and Carols, 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary.
• Moravian Love Feast, 6:00 p.m. in Sanctuary, led by youth.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 

families. Overflow seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, contemporary 

service with Church In The Round band, Youth and College 
Choir.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 
families. Overflow in Jubilee Hall.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. Over-
flow in Jubilee Hall.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Overflow in Jubilee Hall.

• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• Church closed. For help, call 704-376-8584 and follow prompts 

to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No Sunday 

School for children. Families encouraged to worship together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Donations 

of  baby items for Florence Crittenton Services. E-mail jenna@
mpumc.org for more.

THIS AND THAT
• The offering on Christmas Eve will go to the church partner-

ship with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle School, and minis-
try partner OFCB in Haiti to help build classrooms.

• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a loved 
one? To reserve a poinsettia, send a $14 check to Myers Park 
United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, 
attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also be left at the front desk 
in the Parish Life lobby. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for dedications to be listed in worship bulletins for the 
Lessons and Carols services on December 20. 

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 
loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door. Send a $30 
check to Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also 
be left at the front desk. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for listing in Lessons and Carols on December 20.

• Children’s Ministries’ devotional, Something’s About To Happen, 
is available around the campus, with prayers and children’s 
artwork. One per family.

texts and phone calls, Curt began to find the resolve he needed 
to accept this. To move beyond it. To see that those 20 years 
weren’t wasted, there are two beautiful kids to focus on. Over 
time, Curt, a commercial artist, rediscovered the joy of  his 
work. He became less hard on himself. “He was confused 
and trying to figure out the world,” Curt’s Stephen Minister 
says. Over a cup of  coffee in a bookstore, the mission was 
accomplished.

We yearn for someone to talk to, whether a loved one or a 
stranger, someone to listen to our pain, maybe to offer counsel 
or maybe not, but always to walk with us, for there is healing 
along the way.

Curt and his Stephen Minister look at one another across the 
table, neither willing to take credit for what they did on this 
journey together.

“It was you,” Curt says.

“No, it was you,” his Stephen Minister responds.

Stephen Ministries protects the privacy of  caregivers and receivers. In this 
case, Curt Thurston was happy to share his name and story, that it might 
inspire others to seek help. To learn more about the ministry at Myers 
Park United Methodist Church, reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 
or broth@mpumc.org. Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

Continued From Front...
A Conversation On Faith

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Jennifer Gowen Greer, wife of  Mark Greer and mother of  
Campbell and Nate Greer who died on November 5, 2015. 
Frederick Lafayette Silver, brother of  Nell Reece, who died 
on November 7, 2015. Willard Gourley, husband of  Virginia 
Gourley, father of  Martha Jubera and Lisa Warren and 
grandfather of  Virginia Jubera, who died on November 13, 
2015. Daniel “Dan” Edwin Lawing, husband of  Carol Lawing, 
father of  Dana Ferrero and grandfather of  Louis and 
Elizabeth Ferrero, who died on November 15, 2015. Kenneth 

Dale Owen Sr., husband of  Lura Owen, father of  Dale Owen 
and Aven Williams and grandfather of  Alex, Lindsey and 
Gracey Owen and Rebecca and Whit Williams, who died on 
November 16, 2015.

Babies
John William English and Elizabeth Parker English, son and 
daughter of  Angela and Christian English and grandchildren 
of  Dianne English, born on November 5, 2015. Owen Howard 
Traetto, son of  Ally and Chuck Traetto and brother of  Ann 
and Charlie Traetto, born on November 16, 2015. 

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY 

A THANKSGIVING FEAST, IN MEMORY OF ARNIE

WHAT’S THAT? THE GUYS ARE RUNNING GOODNESS GRACIOUS!?
Here’s something you can’t say every day – or any day – at Goodness Gracious! From 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, 
December 5, the gift shop in the Parish Life lobby will be RUN BY THE GUYS WHOSE WIVES NORMALLY 
RUN THE SHOW. You might want to budget some extra time to ring up your sale, cash registers can be so 
complicated. The afternoon will feature Christmas refreshments and piano music and carols. The fellows will be 
wearing white shirts and bow ties. The shop will be stuffed with Christmas and other wares. All sales, as usual, 
support outreach, which is why they’re calling themselves Men For Missions. They’ll also wrap gifts. “Not a hard job 
even for us guys,” says retail clerk-to-be Ron Knape. For those who are intimidated buying gifts – we’re talking 
male and female but mostly guys – not to worry. There will be gift cards for sale.

Top photo, Jan Sharar (left) and Tonia Fuller serve up the holiday meal at South 
Tryon Community Church. Bottom photo, a satisfied customer. 

Photos by Ken Garfield.

The Cornerstone dedicates this article on The Trinity’s Table annual 
Thanksgiving dinner to Arnie Sharar. Arnie loved joining other 
volunteers from Myers Park United Methodist in serving the holiday 
feast at South Tryon Community Church. His life revolved around 
his family, church and “giving to the poor and helping the homeless,” 
his wife, Jan, said. A bear of  a man, Arnie was the one who usually 
carried the heavy pots around the kitchen while the ladies filled plates 
with turkey, yam and all the fixings. Cancer took Arnie this past 
September at age 76. But there on the serving line, doling out greens 
to nearly 200 people whose life journey brought them to this place on 
this day, was Jan Sharar. With Arnie gone, bless his heart, someone 
has to give to the poor and help the homeless. 

• Ken Garfield
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Angel Tree Ministry 
November 12 - December 6 

Angel Tree Prison Fellowship is a ministry serving  
incarcerated parents and their children who cannot be together 

for Christmas.  Christmas gifts are provided for children on 
behalf of their incarcerated parent.   

Give: Special angel-shaped tags on the giving trees list 
needs and wishes for a specific child, with a message from the incarcerated parent to the child.  

Please buy and wrap the items, bundle them together, attach the angel tag and return to the 
church lobby by December 6. 

Serve:  Help deliver gifts to families.  Bundles will be available to pick up in the lobby of the 
Parish Life Building on Sunday, December 13, from 8:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.   

Instructions and map will be provided.  To sign up, please contact Simpson Schmitt at  
865-603-1114 or simpson.schmitt@gmail.com.

.

 

Alternative Gift Market 
   New schedule for ordering: 

SHOP ANY TIME ONLINE November 30 - December 25 
ORDER IN CHURCH LOBBY the following two dates: 

          Sunday, December 6 and 13 from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Give gifts that support others:
Instead of another trip to the mall to buy ma-

terial gifts, do your Christmas shopping here.  
You can honor your family and friends by 
making contributions to a variety of local and 
global outreach ministries.  Shop online any 
time, or in the lobby on December 6 and 13.  

Questions? Contact Sarah Herr at 
sarahdherr@yahoo.com or 704-307-3066  
and Lisa Howell at lisaruns@carolina.rr.com or 704-641-1851. 

Images taken by church member Wes Bobbitt 

Imagine… 
...the difference made in your life and the lives of others by 
engaging in one or more of these ministries this Advent!
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Elizabeth House 
December 6-10  

Elizabeth House temporarily shelters several  
homeless families while they seek more  

permanent housing.  We offer hospitality  
to these families just as we have done through  
our Family Promise ministry.  Help is needed  
with providing meals, donating supplies, and  

especially staying overnight. 
Details and a sign-up link can be found at www.mpumc.org/serve,

or contact Sydney Warren at sydneywarren@aol.com or 704-907-4997 or De Cordell at  
dcordell@bluecapmarketing.com or 704-534-1629. 

Jubilee Store   
December 4-5 

The Jubilee Store offers the families of Charlotte Fam-
ily Housing an empowering, hopeful and  
dignified way to experience the joy of giving their chil-
dren Christmas gifts that they choose and pay for them-
selves. On December 4 and 5, the Parish  
Life Building is transformed into a store  
where parents are invited to purchase and wrap Christ-
mas gifts at greatly reduced prices. Proceeds are returned to Charlotte Family Housing.   

Give: New, unwrapped toys and gifts are needed to stock the store.  Please take 
a tag listing a specific item from the giving trees located around the church, and return 
your gift (unwrapped!) to the church lobby by  
November 30.  You can also find a list of needed items at  
www.mpumc.org/jubilee. (Please, no toy guns or perishable items.) 

Serve: Help is needed sorting and pricing donations now through December 3.  
On December 4 and 5 during store hours, volunteers will assist shoppers, serve food, wrap  
gifts, and help children with gift crafts.  To sign up or learn more, visit  
www.mpumc.org/jubilee or contact Tammy McFalls at tmcfalls@carolina.rr.com or       704-517-
7538. You must be 18 years or older to volunteer during store hours.

Shelter Dinners 
Men’s Shelter, two locations 

N.Tryon St.: Dec. 2 and Jan. 6(1st Wed. each mo.) 
Becky Abernethy at babernethy@mpumc.org  

Statesville  Ave.: Dec. 8 and Jan. 12 (2nd Tues. each mo.)  
Robin Lily, RBNLMRTN@gmail.com or 704-519-5877 

 

Salvation Army Center of Hope - lunch(3rd & 4th Tuesdays each mo.) 
Tuesday, Dec. 15        Robert Lutz, robert_lutz@att.net or 704-724-8700 
Tuesday, Dec. 22     Suzanne Johnson, shj422@gmail.com or 704-374-1970 

Room In The Inn 

Dec. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18, 24-25, 31 thru Jan.1 

Every Thursday and Friday night from December 3  
to March 27, our church opens its doors to  
provide warm meals, beds and fellowship for more than 
400 of our homeless neighbors who might  
not otherwise have a place to stay. There are many oppor-
tunities for individuals, families and groups to participate, 
such as  
driving the van, preparing and serving meals, and staying overnight with guests. 
Contact Greg Wells at 704-338-4662 or greg@willisengineers.com.



THROUGH SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29
• Preorder a Christmas tree, wreath and garland at www.mpumc.

org or in person Sunday, November 29, in the Parish Life 
lobby. Sales support outreachs. Pick-up December 3-5 in the 
parking lot across from church, where goods will also be for 
sale. Youth also deliver. The lot on December 4 will feature 
Hubee D’s food truck, music, crafts table and tree lot photo op.

THURSDAY/FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26-27
• Church closed for Thanksgiving (closing at 1:00 p.m. Wednes-

day, November 25). For help, call 704-376-8584 and follow 
prompts to the pastor on call.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
• Breakfast With Mary, 9:00 a.m., Jubilee Hall, ages four through 

second grade. Breakfast, music, a visit with Mary and creating 
Nativity figures (Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus). Registration is 
$5 per person. Craft sets are an additional $5 each. Reserva-
tions/details: www.mpumc.org/children or Katharine Willis at 
kwillis@mpumc.org.

• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 to 4:00 p.m. From 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m., guys whose wives run the shop will take over, 
offering piano music, singing and refreshments.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
• Fifth-graders stuff  stockings for Salvation Army Christmas 

Bureau, 10:30 a.m. to noon. E-mail jenna@mpumc.org for sug-
gested gift items to donate.

• Music Ministries’ concerts featuring multiple ensembles, 5:30 
and 7:30 p.m., First United Methodist, 501 N. Tryon St. up-
town. Free. No tickets needed. Shuttle buses will run between 
the two churches from 4:15 to 9:00 p.m. Free parking beside 
the uptown church.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
• Freedom School CHAMP party, 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee 

Hall. Come and join in the fun.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
• Service Of  Hope And Consolation, 6:30 p.m. in Francis Cha-

pel, offering a chance to light a candle and say a prayer for a 
loved one.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10
• Men and women are invited to the United Methodist Women 

Christmas dinner at 5:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. Dr. Howell 
shares from his book, Why This Jubilee? Allyson Ware and Kathy 
Hamilton offer music. For $10 dinner reservations by noon 
December 4, call 704-376-5520 (option one) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
• Kneeling at the Manger, 4:00 p.m., Jubilee Hall. Children, come  

dressed as your favorite Nativity character.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
• All ages are invited to the Adults Plus! program at 10:30 a.m. 

in Jubilee Hall: A Christmas Reminiscence concert (think swingy-
jazz/ragtime) with pianist Ethan Uslan. Lunch (ham and 
fixings) follows in Jubilee Hall. For reservations by noon De-
cember 15, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@
mpumc.org.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17
• UMAR party open to all, 11:00 to 1:00 p.m. in Jubilee Hall.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
• Goodness Gracious! gift shop open 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
• Youth invited to sing carols and do crafts, 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m., Aldersgate retirement community. Details: Ellen Spence 
at ellenspence@mpumc.org.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20
• Christmas in Word and Song, 8:45 a.m. Church In The Round, 

Jubilee Hall.
• Lessons and Carols, 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary.
• Moravian Love Feast, 6:00 p.m. in Sanctuary, led by youth.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24
• 1:00 p.m., Jazz service, Jubilee Hall.
• 3:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 

families. Overflow seating in Jubilee Hall.
• 4:30 p.m., Celebration Service, Jubilee Hall, contemporary 

service with Church In The Round band, Youth and College 
Choir.

• 6:00 p.m., Carols & Candlelight, Sanctuary, appropriate for 
families. Overflow in Jubilee Hall.

• 8:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. Over-
flow in Jubilee Hall.

• 11:00 p.m., Candlelight and Holy Communion, Sanctuary. 
Overflow in Jubilee Hall.

• There is no child care on Christmas Eve.

FRIDAY/MONDAY, DECEMBER 25, 28
• Church closed. For help, call 704-376-8584 and follow prompts 

to the pastor on call.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27
• Services at 8:45, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary. No Sunday 

School for children. Families encouraged to worship together.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3
• Epiphany party for Grades K-2, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Donations 

of  baby items for Florence Crittenton Services. E-mail jenna@
mpumc.org for more.

THIS AND THAT
• The offering on Christmas Eve will go to the church partner-

ship with Sedgefield Elementary and Middle School, and minis-
try partner OFCB in Haiti to help build classrooms.

• Want to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a loved 
one? To reserve a poinsettia, send a $14 check to Myers Park 
United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, 
attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also be left at the front desk 
in the Parish Life lobby. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for dedications to be listed in worship bulletins for the 
Lessons and Carols services on December 20. 

• Another way to decorate the church in memory or honor of  a 
loved one: Reserve a wreath for an exterior door. Send a $30 
check to Myers Park United Methodist, 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207, attn.: Peg Broughton. Checks can also 
be left at the front desk. Include the name of  the person being 
honored or remembered. Checks must be received by Decem-
ber 14 for listing in Lessons and Carols on December 20.

• Children’s Ministries’ devotional, Something’s About To Happen, 
is available around the campus, with prayers and children’s 
artwork. One per family.

texts and phone calls, Curt began to find the resolve he needed 
to accept this. To move beyond it. To see that those 20 years 
weren’t wasted, there are two beautiful kids to focus on. Over 
time, Curt, a commercial artist, rediscovered the joy of  his 
work. He became less hard on himself. “He was confused 
and trying to figure out the world,” Curt’s Stephen Minister 
says. Over a cup of  coffee in a bookstore, the mission was 
accomplished.

We yearn for someone to talk to, whether a loved one or a 
stranger, someone to listen to our pain, maybe to offer counsel 
or maybe not, but always to walk with us, for there is healing 
along the way.

Curt and his Stephen Minister look at one another across the 
table, neither willing to take credit for what they did on this 
journey together.

“It was you,” Curt says.

“No, it was you,” his Stephen Minister responds.

Stephen Ministries protects the privacy of  caregivers and receivers. In this 
case, Curt Thurston was happy to share his name and story, that it might 
inspire others to seek help. To learn more about the ministry at Myers 
Park United Methodist Church, reach Rev. Bill Roth at 704-295-4835 
or broth@mpumc.org. Director of  Communications Ken Garfield writes 
about church life.

Continued From Front...
A Conversation On Faith

In Memory
The sympathy of  the ministers and members is extended to:

The Families Of...
Jennifer Gowen Greer, wife of  Mark Greer and mother of  
Campbell and Nate Greer who died on November 5, 2015. 
Frederick Lafayette Silver, brother of  Nell Reece, who died 
on November 7, 2015. Willard Gourley, husband of  Virginia 
Gourley, father of  Martha Jubera and Lisa Warren and 
grandfather of  Virginia Jubera, who died on November 13, 
2015. Daniel “Dan” Edwin Lawing, husband of  Carol Lawing, 
father of  Dana Ferrero and grandfather of  Louis and 
Elizabeth Ferrero, who died on November 15, 2015. Kenneth 

Dale Owen Sr., husband of  Lura Owen, father of  Dale Owen 
and Aven Williams and grandfather of  Alex, Lindsey and 
Gracey Owen and Rebecca and Whit Williams, who died on 
November 16, 2015.

Babies
John William English and Elizabeth Parker English, son and 
daughter of  Angela and Christian English and grandchildren 
of  Dianne English, born on November 5, 2015. Owen Howard 
Traetto, son of  Ally and Chuck Traetto and brother of  Ann 
and Charlie Traetto, born on November 16, 2015. 

ADVENT, DAY BY DAY 

A THANKSGIVING FEAST, IN MEMORY OF ARNIE

WHAT’S THAT? THE GUYS ARE RUNNING GOODNESS GRACIOUS!?
Here’s something you can’t say every day – or any day – at Goodness Gracious! From 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Saturday, 
December 5, the gift shop in the Parish Life lobby will be RUN BY THE GUYS WHOSE WIVES NORMALLY 
RUN THE SHOW. You might want to budget some extra time to ring up your sale, cash registers can be so 
complicated. The afternoon will feature Christmas refreshments and piano music and carols. The fellows will be 
wearing white shirts and bow ties. The shop will be stuffed with Christmas and other wares. All sales, as usual, 
support outreach, which is why they’re calling themselves Men For Missions. They’ll also wrap gifts. “Not a hard job 
even for us guys,” says retail clerk-to-be Ron Knape. For those who are intimidated buying gifts – we’re talking 
male and female but mostly guys – not to worry. There will be gift cards for sale.

Top photo, Jan Sharar (left) and Tonia Fuller serve up the holiday meal at South 
Tryon Community Church. Bottom photo, a satisfied customer. 

Photos by Ken Garfield.

The Cornerstone dedicates this article on The Trinity’s Table annual 
Thanksgiving dinner to Arnie Sharar. Arnie loved joining other 
volunteers from Myers Park United Methodist in serving the holiday 
feast at South Tryon Community Church. His life revolved around 
his family, church and “giving to the poor and helping the homeless,” 
his wife, Jan, said. A bear of  a man, Arnie was the one who usually 
carried the heavy pots around the kitchen while the ladies filled plates 
with turkey, yam and all the fixings. Cancer took Arnie this past 
September at age 76. But there on the serving line, doling out greens 
to nearly 200 people whose life journey brought them to this place on 
this day, was Jan Sharar. With Arnie gone, bless his heart, someone 
has to give to the poor and help the homeless. 

• Ken Garfield



STEP, JUMP, LEAP IDEAS SHARED
By Ken Garfield

The push to embolden the church intensifies, 
with laity determined to come up with at 
least one action plan “that scares you,” as lay 
leader Dave Lank puts it.

The Step, Jump, Leap project arises from an 
Administrative Board subcommittee charged 
with reigniting the church strategic plan in 
five areas: Grow In Faith, Radical Hospitality, 
Community Building And Partnerships, 
Education, and Affordable Housing. Over 
a boxed supper in Jubilee Hall, 40 church 
members shared ideas, with these proposed 
“Leap” projects among the most daring:

Grow In Faith: Each person/family 
regularly attends worship, participates in 
Sunday School/small groups, and maintains 
a service commitment. The church builds a 
state-of-the-art facility to house programs 
for children and youth – not just church 
members but kids in the community, too. 
Create and sustain relationships that unite 
young and old.

Radical Hospitality: Create a Welcome 
Center/Visitor Center. Take Holy Week into 
the community by serving Holy Communion 

where there is pain, for example, shelters and 
prisons. Call it a Pilgrimage Of  Pain.

Community Building And Partnerships: 
Grow change in each one of  us, and 
awareness of  our privileges in the context of  
understanding social justice. Join with others 
to work against social injustice, and head 
efforts to accomplish these goals.

Education: Create an outreach center in the 
South Tryon community for tutoring and 
recreation.

Affordable Housing: Develop a small 
neighborhood of  homes for families 
transitioning from homeless to permanent 
housing. Some church members will live 
there, too. And set aside room for residences 
in whatever youth building and/or gym the 
church decides to build.

Church member Lank, chair of  the Step, 
Jump, Leap committee, said the group will 
compile ideas, flesh out details and present 
recommended goals to the Administrative 
Board, likely early next year. Then comes a 
focus on how to bring these goals to life. To 
share an idea or ask a question, reach Dave at 
704-909-8152.

When his marriage ended after 20 years, 
Curt Thurston made sure his two teen-age 

children were cared 
for. But he didn’t really 
think about himself. 
He had never been 
to therapy, never 
thought he needed it 
or could afford it. This 
had devastated him – 
“Twenty years of  my 

life wasted. I never saw this coming.” But 
still the idea of  talking to someone about 
it didn’t seem real, until his sister-in-law 
asked, “What about you?” Even when his 
pastor at Myers Park Baptist directed him 
to a Stephen Minister at our church, Curt 
thought to himself, “We’ll meet a couple 
of  times and that’ll be the end of  it. A year 
later…”

A year later, Curt, 54, sits with his Stephen 
Minister at Starbucks and swallows hard, 
barely able to summon the words to 
describe what it has meant to be heard. 
He looks across the table to his friend and 
sounding board and says, “I just knew 
somebody really was there.”

Forty-five church members currently serve 
as Stephen Ministers, laity trained to offer a 
listening ear to those burdened by one thing 
or another. Curt and his Stephen Minister 
met once a week over coffee at Barnes & 
Noble at the Arboretum. Curt did most of  
the talking. His Stephen Minister heard the 
frustration and lack of  confidence in Curt’s 
voice and asked questions. “How did that 
make you feel? What do you want me to 
pray for? When can we get together again?” 
With each meeting, reinforced by e-mails, 

Continued Inside...

In these days of  gratitude and giving, an illustration and a 
gentle reminder:

Nearly 200 neighbors of  ours 
enjoyed the annual Thanksgiving 
feast at South Tryon Community 
Church, served by The Trinity’s 
Table volunteers. Read more 
about it elsewhere in the Cornerstone. Myers Park United 
Methodist members provide desserts and help prepare 
and serve the weekly community meal. Money from Myers 
Park United Methodist’s Jubilee Plus! fund pays for food and 
supplies – one of  a thousand examples of  church members’ 
generosity bringing love to life.

That’s something to consider as Thy Kingdom Comes rolls 
on. All are invited to fill out their Estimate of  Giving card 

to support the church in 2016. It’s due back by Friday, 
December 4. The card offers the chance to support the 
church operating budget in 2016, plus the Jubilee Plus! fund 
for outreach and scholarships. Cards can be mailed to 1501 
Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, placed in the Sunday 
offering plate or dropped off  at the front desk in the Parish 
Life lobby. A financial commitment can also be made at www.
mpumc.org.

The church budget for 2016 is $5.6 million. Members are also 
encouraged to meet the commitment they made for 2015 – 
and not wait until the end of  the year to do so.

Remember, buying turkey and serving it up with love takes 
faith and money.

• Ken Garfield

• KinderMourn hosted its annual Breakfast Of  Hope last 
week, lifting up its ministry of  helping bereaved parents 
and families endure the loss of  a child or other loved 
one. “We make a haven,” Executive Director Kelly 
Hamilton told 125 guests. “A safe haven.” Among those 
sharing her story, and her work as KinderMourn Pro-
gram Director, was church member Jill Shipp. Kinder-
Mourn’s annual holiday memorial service is at 2:00 p.m. 
Sunday, December 13, at Friendship Missionary Baptist 
Church, 3301 Beatties Ford Road. All can come and 
light a candle in someone’s memory. Visit www.kinder-
mourn.org for more.

• A beautiful birthday party: To celebrate her 70th 
birthday, breast cancer survivor Claire Talley and her 
husband, Jim, welcomed 200 guests to Infinity Ball-
room Charlotte for music, dancing, and more. All were 
invited to wear pink. Instead of  gifts for Claire, guests 
made donations to Carolina Breast Friends (www.caro-

linabreastfriends.org). The party – highlighted by Claire 
Talley cutting the rug with professional ballroom dancer 
Felipe Gonzalez – raised $18,000 and counting. The 
nonprofit offers monthly meetings and more for breast 
cancer survivors.

• On sale for $10 in Goodness Gracious! in the Parish 
Life lobby, where sales support outreach: The DVD, 
When In Our Music God Is Glorified, a choral celebration 
with guest artist and conductor Donald Neuen and the 
Chancel Choir and Chamber Singers. Among the 11 of-
ferings: Thy Will Be Done and A Song of  Peace.

• To join the churchwide conversation on race and recon-
ciliation, e-mail staffer Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.
org. She’ll add your name to the list, so you can learn 
about future initiatives.

KINDERMOURN, CLAIRE TALLEY, CHORAL DVD

A Conversation On Faith
SOMEONE TO LISTEN

Remember to fill out and return your Estimate Of  Giving card for Thy 
Kingdom Come, or make a financial commitment at www.mpumc.org.

Kingdom
come

Thy

Turn inside for news 
of  all the Advent 
activities at church that 
fill the season with 
joy – worship services 
(including Christmas 
Eve), children’s 
programs and the like. 
Look inside, too, for 
opportunities to share 
the light with those 
who need it most 
– the Jubilee Store, 
Alternative Gift Market, 
Room In The Inn and 
more. There is hurt out 
there at the holidays, 
and all year long. Please 
don’t miss a chance to 
ease someone’s pain.
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Sanctuary services 
8:30, 9:45, 11:00 a.m. 

Church In The Round
8:45 a.m., Jubilee Hall.

Holy Communion
9:30 a.m., Chapel.

Sunday School
9:45 a.m.

TURKEY, DRESSING AND THIS SEASON OF GIVING




