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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

February 28, 2016 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Third Sunday of Lent 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 Opening Voluntary  

 Fantasy on HOLY MANNA Howard Helvey 

 
 Call to Worship from Psalm 86 

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord,  

nor are there any works like yours.  

For you are great and do wondrous things;  



you alone are God.  

Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth;  

give me an undivided heart to revere your name.  

I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,  

and I will glorify your name forever. 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 545  

The Church’s One Foundation AURELIA 

 

 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

The Creed No. 885 A Modern Affirmation 
 We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power and love, 

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man, 

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope, 

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

   as the divine presence in our lives, 

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 

   of the truth of Christ, 

   and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself 

   in the service of love 

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end 

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Prayer of Confession  

Holy and Merciful God,  

You sent your Son Jesus to be our peace,  

   and yet we know so much strife and war,  

   in the world, in our communities, in our churches,  

   and within ourselves.  

Untie the knots of envy and disappointment that dwell in our hearts.  

Loosen our grasp on worldly things,  

   that we might open our hands to holy things.  

Turn us around to You, and make us whole, we pray. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 Anthem   

Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness Chris Gilliam 

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness my beauty are, my glorious dress; 

amidst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, with joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

Bold shall I stand in that great day for who aught to my charge shall lay? 

Fully absolved through these I am, from sin and fear,  

from guilt and shame. 

 

Lord, I believe thy precious blood, which at the mercy seat of God, 

forever doth for sinners plead, for me, even for my soul was shed. 

 

Lord, I believe were sinners more than sands upon the ocean shore, 

Thou hast for all a ransom paid! 

Jesus, thy blood and righteousness for all a full atonement made. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism  

 



 Congregational Response  
 These Treasured Children  
 These treasured children present now  

are bound to us by sacred vow: 

With love, we make a heartfelt claim  

to welcome them in Jesus’ name. 

Then tender God, each child embrace;  

God give them blessings, grant them grace.  

Surprise them, God, with wonders still,  

and gently guide them to your will. 

 

 Reception of New Members  

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 
 Gospel Reading Mark 12:1-12 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Gilbert Martin 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

on which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 

save in the death of Christ, my God! 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 



See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

that were a present far too small; 

love, so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Amen! 
 
 Doxology HAMBURG 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  
 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 301  

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross NEAR THE CROSS 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response No. 292 (Stanza 1)  

What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

 “Prélude” from Suite Médiévale Jean Longlais 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHERS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation (8:30) 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Minister of Missions (9:45) 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister (11:00) 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Ellen Robison, Minister of Worship and the Arts 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

LAY READERS 

Margo Wells (8:30), Linda Borders (9:45), Fred Hunter (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Dr. Catherine Hicks, organ 

Small Ensemble (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Avery Buie (8:30), Ansley Cowan (9:45), Catie Holshouser (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Jack Griffith and Harrison Cole (8:30) 

David Cowan and Andrew Cowan (9:45) 

Sarah Holshouser and Reid Brownlow (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Jack Herring (8:30), Morgan Weintraub (9:45), Jane Brownlow (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us this morning. If 

you’re just getting to know us, we are a community that welcomes people from all 

walks of life. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering 

space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the 

Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. And new 



guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in 

the Sanctuary narthex and by the Jubilee Hall door. 

 

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS This morning, we welcome new members to 

Myers Park United Methodist Church: At the 8:30 a.m. service are Andrew & 

Candace Price and Charles & Laura Stevenson; at the 8:45 a.m. service are 

Kathleen Carter-Halverson, Ruth Ann Gilbert, and Anne Skinner; at the 9:45 a.m. 

service are Craig and Perri Freel, Mike & Darci Gordon, Laura Hay, and Julie 

Jernigan; at the 11:00 a.m. service are Bill & Janet England, Carroll & Joyce 

Gray, Brian Kelly, Robert & Jessica King, Drew Lewis, Alexa Manuel, Jake 

McCaslin, Jefferson & Mary Elizabeth Rives, Jeanette Wood, and Hannah Wright. 

Please take a moment after each service to offer a personal word of “Welcome!” 

Want to learn more about our church family and how to get involved? Our 

Discover Myers Park class shares about the life of the church. Discover Myers 

Park meets next at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, April 10, in the lobby of Parish Life 

Building for coffee, fellowship and conversation. You don’t need to sign up in 

advance, just come and join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org 

to learn more. 

 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

 

DR. HOWELL IS AWAY Our Senior Pastor is away today celebrating his 

anniversary. He and Lisa were married in our Sanctuary here 30 years ago. He will 

return to our pulpit next Sunday. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of Baptism 

at the 8:30 a.m. service is Andrew Ryan Price; at the 9:45 a.m. service is Witten 

Lane Anderson, son of Courtney and Richard Anderson; at the 11:00 a.m. service 

are Caroline Hart Calloway, daughter of Emily and Chris Calloway; and Robert 

Marett Whitworth, son of Jennifer and Steven Whitworth. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of L. Ellis Dusenbury by Linda Dusenbury. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org


SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH, CHILDREN Children’s handbells rehearsal is at 3:00 

p.m. Sunday in Room 229 in the Snyder Building. Youth handbells is at 4:00 p.m. 

in Room 229. Youth Choir is at 5:00 p.m. in the Choir Room behind the Sanctuary. 

Students in Grades 6-12 gather from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. Sunday in the Parish Life 

basement for dinner, music, fellowship and more. Dinner is $5. Details: Director of 

Youth Ministries Lauren Stines at 704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org. 

 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect at 

www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 
 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
BUILDING FEASIBILITY The committee looking at the future of the church 

campus and facilities, and whether to renovate existing structures or build 

something new, welcomes the congregation’s feedback. Reach Chair Chan Martin 

at james.chandler.martin@gmail.com. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday is from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each 

Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Sweet and sour chicken, fried rice, 

egg rolls, salad, desserts and ice cream. Make reservations at 

HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each 

Tuesday. The Goodness Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby is open until 

7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. in the 

Youth Building Gym. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981. 
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LEARN CPR, AED Classes to learn CPR and how to use the automatic 

defibrillators (AED) around the campus will be from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesday, 

March 8, and Thursday, March 17, in Room 110 of the Parish Life Building. Cost 

is $30, checks made out to the church, due by March 4. To make a reservation, 

contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. Leave name, 

phone number, and which class you will attend.  

LET’S DISCUSS HOSPITALITY Join us at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, in 

Room 107 of the Parish Life Building for a dinner program and listening session 

on hospitality at our church. Share your thoughts on how we can grow as a church 

in being hospitable and welcoming to all who enter our building. RSVP to Nancy 

Holmes at nholmes@mpumc.org by noon March 4. To learn more, reach Rev. 

Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org. 

WANT TO BACKPACK? The new men’s backpacking ministry will take a trip 

to Stone Mountain State Park April 1-3. The church provides equipment. Reach 

Rev. Parker Haynes at 704-295-4823 or parker@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

ORDER AN EASTER LILY Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 

church on Easter Sunday (March 27) in honor of or in memory of a loved one? 

Each dedication is $15. This season, we strongly encourage you to order at 

www.myersparkumc.org/announcements. You can also send a check for $15 per 

dedication by noon March 10. Indicate “in honor of (name)” or “in memory of 

(name)” on the check. Mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, att.: Peg 

Broughton. Remember, all dedications must be received by March 10.  

MARTHA CIRCLE The Martha Circle invites all women to its next gathering at 

10:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 2, in Room 104 of the Parish Life Building as Rev. 

Ellen Robison leads a program on Gratitude. 

DROP-IN FOR TEACHERS Adult Sunday School teachers are invited to a drop-

in from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. Sunday, March 6, in Room 104 of the Parish Life 

Building for a light breakfast, and so we can say “Thank you!” thank you for your 

service to the life of the congregation. 

THE BIBLE, HOMOSEXUALITY, MARRIAGE Dr. Howell will lead a 

program, on The Bible, Homosexuality & Marriage at 7:00 p.m. Monday, March 7, 

in Jubilee Hall. Dr. Howell shares: “What does the Bible say about the issue, and 

people? What is marriage in the Bible? How from a biblical perspective does the 

Church and the Christian make sense of changes in our society?” Resource 

materials on this topic are at www.myersparkumc.org. 

mailto:crivera@mpumc.org
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MUSIC TO MISSION The second annual Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 13, in Jubilee Hall will feature a night of contemporary Christian 

music with the Church In The Round band and worship team, plus contemporary 

worship teams from Covenant and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. 

Contemporary Christian singer/songwriter Cameron Moore will also perform. The 

event is free with first-come, first-served seating. An offering will support 

Charlotte Family Housing. Details: Jenni Hough at jenni@mpumc.org. 

CALL TO PRAYER Men and women are invited to the United Methodist 

Women’s annual Call To Prayer And Self-Denial luncheon program at noon 

Monday, March 14, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. This year’s theme is 

Women At Work: Economic Justice And Empowerment. Lunch is $5. For 

reservations by noon March 9, call 704-376-5520 (option one). 

THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF JESUS Shimon Gibson, the preeminent architect in 

the city of Jerusalem, will present The Archaeology Of Jesus In Bethlehem And 

Jerusalem at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 15, in Jubilee Hall. Join us for this 

fascinating program that offers a perfect lead-in to Holy Week. 

ADULTS PLUS! The ministry to ages 55 and over welcomes all to its next 

luncheon program at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, March 16, in Room 103 of the Parish 

Life Building. Rosedale Plantation curator Barbara Jackson will take us back to the 

late 1800s, presenting living history through the story of Agness Caldwell, who 

lived to see freedom after decades as a slave. Lunch (grilled chicken breast) 

follows in Jubilee Hall for $5. For lunch reservations by noon March 15, call 704-

376-5520 (option two) or e-mail cmull@mpumc.org. 

RETREAT TO EXPLORE ‘HOW SHALL WE LIVE?’ Sign up now for a 

retreat August 17-19, 2016, at Caraway Conference Center in Asheboro led by 

Rev. Bill Roth. The gathering is inspired by Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, 

Shall We Live? Four Simple Questions That Reveal the Beauty and Meaning of 

Our Lives. Cost ranges from $175 to $200. Sign up at www.mpumc.org/adults. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 

#LIVEDIFFERENTLY What does it mean to #livedifferently? Check out the 

web to learn more about this missions theme and how we plan to define ourselves 

as a community in service. You can also visit the display outside the Missions 

Office in the Parish Life Building. Join us as we discover opportunities to serve 

and live differently in 2016. And pick up (and wear) a blue bracelet from around 

the campus, challenging us to #livedifferently. 
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MISSION TO ARMENIA Join us at 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 21, to learn more 

about the mission trip to Armenia July 17-29. The team, including Rev. Nathan 

Arledge, will travel to the town of Berdzor in Nagorno-Karabakh to work with 

Project AGAPE, where they will build relationships with local families by helping 

them rebuild their homes. To learn more, reach trip leader Jack Hankins at 704-

941-0691 or jchankins24@gmail.com. 

SNACKS FOR D.C. Donations of snacks are encouraged through Sunday, March 

13, for the Sedgefield Elementary School fifth-grade field trip to Washington, D.C: 

Individually packaged (and nut-free) granola bars, Goldfish, chips and the like. 

Donations go in the bin in the Parish Life lobby. For details or help with delivery, 

reach Mary Anne Lucas at mlucas16@att.net. 

GOT A PICK-UP? If you have a pick-up truck and are willing to be on call to 

help our nonprofit partners, or if you can drive the church pick-up, contact Local 

Missions Coordinator Jen Rothacker at 704-295-4820 or jen@mpumc.org. 

HOPE TEAMS FORMING Want to form a relationship with a family moving 

from homelessness to housing? Join us at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, March 13, in Room 

109 of the Parish Life Building to learn about joining a Hope Team that works for 

at least one year with a Charlotte Family Housing Family. A church family and its 

Hope Team family will share the experience. A concert to benefit Charlotte Family 

Housing follows at 6:30 p.m. in Jubilee Hall. 

FRIENDSHIP TRAYS Want to assemble and deliver meals to the homebound? A 

church team will serve in the Friendship Trays kitchen the morning of Tuesday, 

March 15. Help is needed working in the kitchen weekday mornings, and 

delivering meals at 10:30 a.m. weekdays. To learn more and sign up, visit 

www.myersparkumc.org/reach-out/beyond-the-walls. 

PASTA NEEDED Loaves & Fishes food pantry in Charlotte, which welcomes all 

kinds of donations all year long, has a particular need now for canned pasta (ravioli 

and the like). Donations go in the Parish Life lobby bin. 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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