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For He Had Great Possessions, George Frederic Watts, 1894 

 
 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

February 14, 2016 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

First Sunday of Lent 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 



 Introit  

 He is the Everlasting God (8:30) Joseph M. Martin 

 “Nimrod” from Enigma Variations 

(9:45, 11:00) 

Edward Elgar 

 
 Call to Worship from Psalm 19 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul;  

the decrees of the Lord are sure, making wise the simple;  

the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart;  

the commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes;  

the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever;  

the ordinances of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.  

More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;  

sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.  

 
 Processional Hymn No. 269  

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days LAND OF REST 

 

 

The Creed No. 885 A Modern Affirmation 
 We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power and love, 

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man, 

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope, 

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

   as the divine presence in our lives, 

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 

   of the truth of Christ, 

   and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself 

   in the service of love 

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end 

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 



 

Prayer of Confession  

Gracious and merciful God, 

You have created us in your divine image.  

Hear our confession of sin and wrongdoing.  

Transform us with your grace.  

Like the psalmist who sought cleansing and pardon,  

   we ask you to create in us a clean heart, O God,  

   and put a new and right spirit within us. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 Anthem   

Be Thou My Vision (8:30)  arr. Dan Forrest 

See page 451 of the hymnal. 

 

Do Not Be Afraid (9:45, 11:00) Philip Stopford 

Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you. 

I have called you by your name; you are mine. 

 

When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you; 

you will never sink beneath the waves. 

When the fires is burning all around you, 

you will never be consumed by the flames. 

 

 

 

When the fear of loneliness is looming, 

then remember I am at your side. 

When you dwell in the exile of a stranger, 

remember you are precious in my eyes. 

 

You are mine, O my child, I am your father, 

and I love you with a perfect love. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 



 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45, 11:00)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45, 11:00)  
 These Treasured Children  
 These treasured children present now  

are bound to us by sacred vow: 

With love, we make a heartfelt claim  

to welcome them in Jesus’ name. 

Then tender God, each child embrace;  

God give them blessings, grant them grace.  

Surprise them, God, with wonders still,  

and gently guide them to your will. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation  

The Summons (Stanza 1)  

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known? 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

 
 Gospel Reading Mark 10:17-31 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

Jesus, Lord, We Look to Thee Dan Forrest 

Jesus, Lord, we look to thee;  let us in thy name agree; 

show thyself the Prince of Peace, bid our strife forever cease. 



 

By thy reconciling love every stumbling block remove; 

each to each unite, endear;  come spread thy banner here. 

 

Make us of one heart and mind, gentle, peaceable and kind, 

lowly, meek in thought and word, altogether like our Lord. 

 

Let us for each other care, each the other’s burdens bear; 

to thy church the pattern give, show how true believers live. 

 

Free from anger and from pride;  let us thus in God abide; 

All the depths of love express, all the heights of holiness. 

 
 Doxology HAMBURG 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;  

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 593  

Here I Am, Lord HERE I AM, LORD 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response No. 292 (Stanza 1)  

What Wondrous Love Is This WONDROUS LOVE 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

what wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   

 Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten, BWV 642 J.S. Bach 

 (If thou but trust in God to guide thee)    

_______________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 



 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

LAY READERS 

Nita Mitchell (8:30), Jennifer Rothacker (9:45), Katherine Weikel (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children and Youth  

Youth Choir and Trinity Singers (8:30) 

Xela Pinkerton, soprano (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Harry Warren (8:30), Jillian Padgett (9:45), Andy Price (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Davis Warren and Jack Neilson (8:30) 

Mariel Padgett and Nathan Sherman (9:45) 

Lila Barenberg and Caroline Peterson (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Andrew O’Brien (8:30), Turner Curtis (9:45), Reid Weikel (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! We are thankful you are here, worshiping with us this morning. If 

you’re just getting to know us, we are a community that welcomes people from all 

walks of life. Check out the Guest Information bookcases in the narthex gathering 

space outside the Sanctuary or drop by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the 

Parish Life Building for resources so you can get to know us better. And new 

guests are invited to pick up a complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in 

the Sanctuary narthex and by the Jubilee Hall door. 

 

DISCOVER MYERS PARK Want to learn more about our church family and 

how to get involved? Our Discover Myers Park class shares about the life of the 

church. Discover Myers Park meets at 10:45 a.m. next Sunday, February 21, in the 



lobby of Parish Life Building for coffee, fellowship and conversation. You don’t 

need to sign up in advance, just come and join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 

parker@mpumc.org to learn more. 

 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of Baptism 

at the 9:45 a.m. service are Natalie Mae Hamlyn, daughter of Michelle and Ian 

Hamlyn; Ashby Herald Lindley, son of Joanne and Jason Lindley; and Hannah Jo 

Tack, daughter of Allison and Alex Tack. Being Baptized at the 11:00 a.m. service 

is Katherine Diana Johnson, daughter of Lauren and Eric Johnson. 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in 

thanksgiving for Frank and in memory of Mitchell by Meg McElwain and Frank 

Turner III. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

GIVE BLOOD THIS MORNING You can give blood through noon today in the 

Youth Building gym. No appointment is necessary. 

 

SPONSOR A CHILD IN HAITI Learn more about how you can sponsor and 

build a relationship with a child in Haiti from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. this morning 

in the lobby of the Parish Life Building. 

 

SUNDAYS FOR YOUTH, CHILDREN Children’s handbells rehearsal is at 3:00 

p.m. Sunday in Room 229 in the Snyder Building. Youth handbells is at 4:00 p.m. 

in Room 229. Youth Choir is at 5:00 p.m. in the Choir Room behind the Sanctuary. 

Students in Grades 6-12 gather from 6:00 to 7:45 p.m. Sunday in the Parish Life 

basement for dinner, music, fellowship and more. Dinner is $5. Details: Director of 

Youth Ministries Lauren Stines at 704-295-4832 or lauren@mpumc.org. 

 

GOODNESS GRACIOUS! Hint, hint, guys, the gift shop in the lobby of the 

Parish Life Building is filled with cards and gifts for Valentine’s Day, which is 

today! The shop, where sales support outreach, will give away Valentine cookies 

this morning. The shop is open until 12:30 p.m. on Sundays. 

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
mailto:lauren@mpumc.org


DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 
 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday is from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each 

Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: Taco Night – chicken strips, 

seasoned beef, taco shells, lettuce, cheese, sour cream, salsa, Spanish rice, black 

beans, desserts and ice cream. Make reservations at HotWednesday@mpumc.org 

or call 704-376-5520 (option six) by noon each Tuesday. The Goodness Gracious! 

gift shop in the Parish Life lobby is open until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays when H.O.T. 

Wednesday meets. 

SERIES ON CAREGIVING Caregiving is the focus of a four-part series from 

6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Tuesdays through March 1 in Room 105 of the Parish Life 

Building. Marriage and Family Therapist Susan Sabatini, LMFTA, will lead the 

conversation. Participants will be able to share their stories of caring for a loved 

one with an illness or chronic condition. Among the questions the group will 

consider: How do you create a new normal in your life? To reserve a spot, e-mail 

Susan at susanjsabatini@yahoo.com. 

ENDLESS LOVE A Valentine’s Day treat: Director of Music Jimmy Jones and 

frequent church soloist Zuri will present a concert, Endless Love, at the Adults 

Plus! gathering at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, February 17, in Jubilee Hall. They’ll 

sing music from Patsy Cline to classic Broadway duets. A $5 lunch (beef tips with 

noodles and more) follows at noon in Jubilee Hall. All ages are welcome. For 

reservations by noon February 16, call 704-376-5520 (option two) or e-mail 

cmull@mpumc.org. 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist
mailto:HotWednesday@mpumc.org
mailto:susanjsabatini@yahoo.com.
mailto:cmull@mpumc.org


SHOOT HOOPS Men are invited to play basketball Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. in the 

Youth Building Gym. Details: Bob Clark at 704-366-4981. 

MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth and counselor Bronah Livingston will 

lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, February 20, 

in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets the premarital 

counseling requirements for those getting married here. It’s free for those getting 

married at the church, $30 per couple for others, payable the day of the workshop 

by cash or check. To register by February 18, contact Carmen Rivera at 704-295-

4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

LENTEN PRACTICES Our Faith Formation ministry at church is offering 

Lenten Practices, small group opportunities for all ages featuring a focus on 

Sabbath-keeping, using the book, 24/6, by Matthew Sleeth. Other topics to be 

offered are fasting, yoga, compassionate listening, a Spartan Race challenge and 

centering prayer. You can learn more about these fascinating opportunities and 

sign up at www.myersparkumc.org/small-groups. 

WHY SABBATH MATTERS During our Lenten Practices focus, join us at 7:00 

p.m. Tuesday, February 23, in Jubilee Hall as Dr. Howell and Rabbi Murray 

Ezring of Temple Israel, long a friend of our congregation, discuss Why Sabbath 

Matters For Christians and Jews. 

MUSIC TO MISSION The second annual Music To Mission concert at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, March 13, in Jubilee Hall will feature a night of contemporary Christian 

music with the Church In The Round band and worship team, plus contemporary 

worship teams from Covenant and Myers Park Presbyterian churches. 

Contemporary Christian singer/songwriter Cameron Moore will also perform. The 

event is free with first-come, first-served seating. An offering will support 

Charlotte Family Housing. Details: Jenni Hough at jenni@mpumc.org. 

ORDER AN EASTER LILY Want to place a lily in the Sanctuary or around the 

church on Easter Sunday (March 27) in honor of or in memory of a loved one? 

Each dedication is $15. This season, we strongly encourage you to order at 

www.myersparkumc.org/announcements. You can also send a check for $15 per 

dedication by noon March 10. Indicate “in honor of (name)” or “in memory of 

(name)” on the check. Mail it to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, att.: Peg 

Broughton. Remember, all dedications must be received by March 10.  

 

 

mailto:crivera@mpumc.org
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RACE, PUBLIC SCHOOLS, FAITH COMMUNITY 

Our congregation’s focus on bridging the racial divide continues at 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 16, in Jubilee Hall as Charlotte integration pioneer and 

community activist Dorothy Counts-Scoggins, Charlotte-Mecklenburg School 

Board member Eric Davis and others participate in a Black History Month 

conversation on our schools, racial equity and the faith community’s role in all 

this. Dorothy Counts-Scoggins helped integrate Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 

when she entered Harding High School in 1957. 

 
SEE THE MOVIE “RACE” Also as part of our focus on racial reconciliation, 

members of the congregation are invited to join with members of The Park Church 

in Charlotte to see the new movie, Race, which depicts Jesse Owens’ heroic track 

and field feats at the 1936 Olympics in Nazi Germany. We plan to take in the 2:00 

p.m. showing Saturday, February 20, at Regal Park Terrace Stadium 6. To learn 

more, reach Peg Broughton at peg@mpumc.org. 

MISSION TO MINISTERS The church will host a day of learning for clergy – 

Mission To Ministers from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, February 23. 

Professor Elaine Heath of Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist 

University in Dallas, Texas, will explore Wisdom From Galatians For The Anxious 

Church. Bishop Claude Alexander Jr. of The Park Church in Charlotte will preach 

at the morning’s opening worship service.  While the content of the program is 

meant for clergy, laity can attend. It’s free. Lunch is $15. 

RETREAT TO EXPLORE ‘HOW SHALL WE LIVE?’ Sign up now for a 

retreat August 17-19, 2016, at Caraway Conference Center in Asheboro led by 

Rev. Bill Roth. The gathering is inspired by Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, 

Shall We Live? Four Simple Questions That Reveal the Beauty and Meaning of 

Our Lives. Cost ranges from $175 to $200. Learn more, and sign up, at 

www.myersparkumc.org/adults. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 

#LIVE DIFFERENTLY What does it mean to #livedifferently? Check out the 

web to learn more about this missions theme and how we plan to define ourselves 

as a community in service. You can also visit the display outside the Missions 

Office in the Parish Life Building. Join us as we discover opportunities to serve 

and live differently in 2016. And pick up (and wear) a blue bracelet from around 

the campus, challenging us to #livedifferently. 

 

mailto:peg@mpumc.org
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FIX LUNCH FOR MOMS AND THEIR KIDS Good with a mixing spoon? 

Then you’re perfect to help prepare lunch for the women and children at the 

Salvation Army Center of Hope. Teams meet the third and fourth Tuesdays of each 

month from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. Reach church member Suzanne Johnson at 704-

491-3915. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES Donations are encouraged through February 29 for our 

partner school, Sedgefield Elementary: Dark-colored socks, copy paper, No. 2 

pencils and spiral notebooks. Donations go in the bin in the Parish Life lobby. For 

details or help with delivery, reach Mary Anne Lucas at mlucas16@att.net. 

MISSION TO ARMENIA Plan to be part of our mission team traveling to 

Armenia July 17-29. The team, including Rev. Nathan Arledge, will travel to the 

town of Berdzor in Nagorno-Karabakh to work with Project AGAPE, where they 

will build relationships with local families by helping them rebuild their homes. To 

learn more, reach trip leader Jack Hankins at 704-941-0691 or 

jchankins24@gmail.com. 

ROOM IN THE INN Each Thursday and Friday night through March, our church 

opens its doors to provide warm meals, beds and fellowship for homeless 

neighbors. There are many opportunities for individuals, families and groups to 

participate. Reach church member Greg Wells at 704-609-4036 or 

greg@willisengineers.com. 

 

 
 

 Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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