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Fishing boat from the time of Jesus,  

discovered by archaeologists in 1986. 
 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

January 17, 2016 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Second Sunday After Epiphany  
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

 Opening Voluntary  

 “Prelude” from Suite No. 1 J.S. Bach 

 

 

 

 



 Call to Worship from Psalm 126 

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion 

we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then they said among the nations, 

The LORD has done great things for them.  

May those who sow in tears 

reap with shouts of joy! 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 64  

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA 

 

 

 

The Creed No. 885 A Modern Affirmation 
 We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power and love, 

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man, 

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope, 

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

   as the divine presence in our lives, 

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 

   of the truth of Christ, 

   and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself 

   in the service of love 

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end 

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 



Prayer of Confession  

Almighty God,  

   so often we are scattered. 

We flit from cause to cause, 

   and are easily distracted by the next important thing; 

We think about yesterday and tomorrow but not today. 

Help us to be mindful of the grace and beauty 

   that surround us right now. 

Help us commit to the need that is before us right now. 

Help us to think deeply, and respond generously, 

   as you have loved us deeply and forgiven us generously. 

This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (9:45)  

 

 Congregational Response (9:45)  
 These Treasured Children  
 These treasured children present now  

are bound to us by sacred vow: 

With love, we make a heartfelt claim  

to welcome them in Jesus’ name. 

Then tender God, each child embrace;  

God give them blessings, grant them grace.  

Surprise them, God, with wonders still,  

and gently guide them to your will. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation No. 275  

The Kingdom of God MUSTARD SEED 

(The congregation is invited to sing on the refrain) 

 

It is like the kingdom of God and a mystery. 

 



 Gospel Reading Mark 4: 1-9 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   

 

 Choral Call to Prayer  

The Kingdom of God Austin Lovelace 

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms Eric Nelson 

What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 

 leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 

leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,  

leaning on the everlasting arms; 

oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,  

leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come. 

What have I to dread, what have I to fear,  

leaning on the everlasting arms? 

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,  

leaning on the everlasting. 

 



 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

 

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 707  

Hymn of Promise PROMISE 

 
 Benediction  

 
 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
 Closing Voluntary   
 Festival Piece of “NICAEA” (8:30, 9:45) Jerry Westenkuehler 
 Fanfare (11:00) Jacques Lemmens 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Rev. Parker Haynes, Associate Minister (8:30) 

Rev. Nathan Arledge, Minister of Missions (9:45, 11:00) 


LITURGISTS 

Rev. Ellen Robison, Minister of Worship and the Arts 

Rev. Bill Roth, Minister of Congregational Care 
 

LAY READERS 

Mary Katharine Vass (8:30), Dale Warren (9:45), Bob Truscello (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Nancy Hamff, flute 

Sarah Markle, cello 

Ellen Robinson, piano 

Small Ensemble (8:30) 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 

Tyler Y. Lewis, organ (11:00) 


CRUCIFERS 

Caroline Griffith (8:30), Louisa Cacchione (9:45), Thomas Price (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Jack Griffith and Hayden Plyler (8:30) 

Lily Rowland and Quin Sauls (9:45) 

Porter Kennedy and Jackson Willis (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

Sadie Scott (8:30), Ella Smith (9:45), Elizabeth Willis (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
 

WELCOME! Happy new year to you and yours. We are thankful you are here, 

worshiping with us this morning. If you’re just getting to know us, we are a 

community that welcomes people from all walks of life. Check out the Guest 

Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop 

by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for resources so 

you can get to know us better. And new guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in the Sanctuary narthex and by the 

Jubilee Hall door. 

 

DISCOVER MYERS PARK Want to learn more about our church family and 

how to get involved? Our Discover Myers Park class shares about the life of the 

church. Discover Myers Park meets at 10:45 a.m. this morning in the lobby of 

Parish Life Building for coffee, fellowship and conversation. Next month, the class 

will meet on Sunday, February 21, at 10:45 a.m. You don’t need to sign up in 

advance, just come and join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at parker@mpumc.org 

to learn more. 

 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM Receiving the sacrament of Baptism 

at this morning’s 9:45 a.m. service is Carter Matthew Voelker, son of Kelly and 

Mike Voelker, 

 

THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of Alice Gasbarro and Frances Anderson by the Gasbarro family. 

 

WANT TO PROVIDE ALTAR FLOWERS? If you would like to provide altar 

flowers in memory or honor of a loved one, please contact Peg Broughton at 

peg@mpumc.org. Available dates: February 7, 21 and 28. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
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YOUNG ADULTS GOING TO LUNCH All young adults are invited to enjoy 

lunch together after this morning’s 11:00 a.m. service at Hubee D’s, 815 

Providence Road, a quick walk from church. 

 

DOWNLOAD OUR APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app 

is available for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our 

pastoral staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Windows Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Miss a sermon? Want to share a Sunday 

message? Watch videos, listen to podcasts, share and connect on social media – 

24/7 – plus find exclusive content and photos. Connect 

at  www.facebook.com/myersparkumc, follow us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  

 
 

WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
 

 CHURCH CLOSED MONDAY Our church is closed Monday for Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day, as we honor his memory and pledge to continue the struggle 

for racial reconciliation. Those needing help Monday can call 704-376-8584 and 

follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 

 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday offers a weekly meal and fellowship 

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s menu: 

Spaghetti noodles, meat sauce, marinara sauce, salad bar, breadsticks, desserts and 

ice cream. Weekly menus are at www.mpumc.org. Make reservations at 

HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option two) by noon each 

Tuesday. Adults are $7, children up to age 12 are $5 with the purchase of an adult 

meal, and PBJ’s are free with the purchase of an adult meal. The Goodness 

Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby is open until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
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FOCUS ON HEALTH A six-week course focusing on the importance of faith, 

food, fitness, focus and friends is coming to our church. The Daniel Plan will be 

offered Mondays from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. starting January 25 in Room 110 of the 

Parish Life Building. Parish Nurse Susan Mobley and church member and health 

coach Shelley Butler will teach the course, based on pastor Rick Warren’s book 

and related program. The Daniel Plan is a healthy lifestyle program based on 

biblical principles. The class is limited to 17. To sign up or learn more, reach 

Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

 

EXPLORING RACE UNC Charlotte professor and author Shannon Sullivan will 

share about her book – Good White People: The Problem With Middle-Class White 

Anti-Racism – at 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 1, in Jubilee Hall. Her Q&A with 

Dr. Howell is part of a growing conversation at our church about race and what we 

can do to bridge the divide in Charlotte and beyond. Look to the Cornerstone 

church newsletter for more on the program and Dr. Sullivan’s provocative book. 

 

SERIES ON CAREGIVING Caregiving will be the focus of a four-part series 

from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. Tuesdays from February 9 to March 1 in Room 105 of the 

Parish Life Building. Marriage and Family Therapist Susan Sabatini, LMFTA, will 

lead the conversation. Participants will be able to share their stories of caring for a 

loved one with an illness or chronic condition. Among the questions the group will 

consider: How do you create a new normal in your life? To reserve a spot, e-mail 

Susan at susanjsabatini@yahoo.com. 

 

MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth and counselor Bronah Livingston will 

lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, February 20, 

in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets the premarital 

counseling requirements for those getting married here. The seminar will explore 

Dr. John Gottman’s book, The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work. It’s 

free for those getting married at the church, $30 per couple for others, payable the 

day of the workshop by cash or check. To register by February 18, contact Carmen 

Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

 

STEP, JUMP, LEAP The congregation’s input to reignite church efforts in five 

areas is welcome: Grow In Faith, Radical Hospitality, Community Building And 

Partnerships, Education, and Affordable Housing. The project is called Step, Jump, 

Leap. To share an idea or ask a question, reach church member Dave Lank at 704-

909-8152. 

 

 

mailto:crivera@mpumc.org
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GROWING IN FAITH… 

POTTERY AND LIFE Terance Painter of Different Drummer Pottery in Maggie 

Valley will share Called By The Potter twice for the entire congregation – at 7:00 

p.m. Tuesday, January 19, in Jubilee Hall and for the Adults Plus! monthly 

gathering at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, January 20, in Jubilee Hall. He’ll share a live 

pottery demonstration as a metaphor for God’s creation of each of us as unique 

individuals. Pottery will be for sale. Lunch follows the Adults Plus! program at 

noon and reservations for that are required by noon January 19, at 704-376-5520 

(option two) or cmull@mpumc.org. 

 

BEING JESUS’ CHURCH Queens University of Charlotte religion professor Dr. 

Suzanne Henderson will present the second of her two-part program – Being Jesus’ 

Church In 2016: What Mark Shows Us About Christian Community – at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 25, in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. What is the 

kingdom of God and why does it matter? Why did Jesus die, and what did his 

death save us from? Join us as she considers all that and more. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT The Shrove Tuesday pancake supper will be at 

5:30 p.m. February 9 in Jubilee Hall. Ash Wednesday services will be at 11:00 

a.m. and 7:00 p.m. February 10 in the Sanctuary. The Faith Formation will offer 

Lenten Practices, including fasting, yoga, compassionate listening, a Spartan Race 

challenge and centering prayer. You can learn more, and sign up, at 

www.mpumc.org/smallgroups. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 

#LIVE DIFFERENTLY What does it mean to #livedifferently? Visit our website 

to learn more about this missions theme and how we plan to define ourselves as a 

community in service. Join us as we discover opportunities to serve and live 

differently in 2016. And pick up (and wear) a blue bracelet from around the 

campus, challenging us to #livedifferently. 

 

JOIN A HOPE TEAM Want to learn more about becoming part of a Hope Team 

that supports families in Charlotte Family Housing? Join us for a meeting at 7:00 

p.m. Thursday, January 21, at Myers Park Presbyterian, next door at 2501 Oxford 

Place. Ten families are currently waiting for a Hope Team. Details: Laura Marett at 

704-408-2477 or LMarett@Charlottefamilyhousing.org. 
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MISSION TO COSTA RICA Join us for mission trips to San Isidro, Costa Rica, 

as we build relationships and advance God's Kingdom through love  – March 19-

26 or March 26-April 2. Deadline to register is February 4. Reach Minister of 

Missions Nathan Arledge at 704-295-4816 or nathan@mpumc.org. 

 

DONATE BLANKETS Please donate new and gently used blankets for our 

neighbors in need as part of our Cover Charlotte initiative. Donations go in the 

bins in the Parish Life lobby during January. When you come to church, be sure to 

take a blanket to hand out to someone in the community. 

 

DONATE A LAPTOP Did you get a new laptop for Christmas? Please donate 

your gently used laptop for our friends in Brazil as part of our upcoming mission 

trip. Any brand from the last five years is welcome. Drop them off at the Missions 

Office in the Parish Life Building during weekday church hours through January 

31. Details: Ryan Blalock at 704-295-4821 or ryanb@mpumc.org. 

 

GIVE BLOOD Mark your calendars. Our next blood drive will be from 7:30 a.m. 

to noon Sunday, February 14, in the Youth Building gym. Walk-ins are welcome, 

but appointments are encouraged. Sign up from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, 

January 24 and 31 and February 7 in the Parish Life lobby. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 
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