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A Service of Christian Worship 
 

January 3, 2016 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Epiphany Sunday 
 

WE GATHER 
 

Welcome  

 

Please pass the hospitality pads at this time. 

 

Passing of the Peace  

 

Chiming of the Holy Trinity  

 

 



 Opening Voluntary  

 Improvisation on “We Three Kings” arr. Diane Bish 

 
 Call to Worship from Isaiah 60 

Arise, shine, for your light has come! 

The glory of the Holy one has risen upon you! 

Our spirits soar at the dawning of the light 

that illumines our darkness. 

Lift up your eyes, for God has redeemed the oppressed. 

Come to Bethlehem with the magi, 

following the star of God’s glory, 

and proclaiming the good news of Christ! 

 
 Processional Hymn No. 245  

The First Noel THE FIRST NOEL 

 

 

 

 

 

The Creed No. 885 A Modern Affirmation 
 We believe in God the Father,  

   infinite in wisdom, power and love, 

   whose mercy is over all his works,  

   and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ,  

   Son of God and Son of man, 

   the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace,  

   the ground of our hope, 

   and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

   as the divine presence in our lives, 

   whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance 

   of the truth of Christ, 

   and find strength and help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself 

   in the service of love 

   as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord,  

   to the end 

   that the kingdom of God may come upon the earth. Amen. 



 

Prayer of Confession  

Almighty God of righteousness and peace, 

   too often we have failed to share the good news 

   of your love and grace. 

We have not been generous with one another, 

   finding fault instead of extending compassion. 

We have not judged one another with righteousness, 

   assigning blame instead of seeking understanding. 

We have not defended the cause of the poor, 

   hoarding our wealth instead of sharing it with those in need. 

Forgive our selfish ways, and help us live in the light 

   of your righteousness and peace. Amen. 

 

Words of Assurance   

…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

Glory to God. Amen. 

 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation   

O Christ, the Healer GIFT OF LOVE 

O Christ, the Healer, we have come  

to pray for health, to plead for friends. 

How can we fail to be restored  

when reached by love that never ends? 

 

How strong, O Lord, are our desires,  

how weak our knowledge of ourselves! 

Release in us those healing truths  

unconscious pride resists or shelves. 

 
 Gospel Reading Mark 1: 21-45 

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

 Gloria Patri No. 71  GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 



People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon   

 

Prayers of the People  

After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer  

 

Offertory   

We Three Kings arr. Craig Courtney 

Congregation is invited to sing on the refrain. 

 

We three Kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 

Refrain: Oh! Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 

Born a King on Bethlehem plain, gold I bring to crown Him again, 

King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign. (Refrain) 

 

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising, voices raising, worshipping God on high. (Refrain) 

 
 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 Prayer of Dedication  

_______________________________________________________________ 

Stand as you are able 

 

 

 



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Minister 


LITURGISTS 

Dr. Melanie Dobson, Minister of Faith Formation 

Rev. Barbara Barden, Minister of Adult Education 
 

LAY READERS 

Hilary Coman (8:30), Cameron Caudle (9:45), Richard Harrison (11:00) 


MUSICIANS 

James R. Jones, Director of Music and Organist 

Robert Moody, guest conductor 

Chancel Choir (9:45, 11:00) 

Small Vocal Ensemble (8:30) 


CRUCIFERS 

Avery Buie (8:30), Trent Mulligan (9:45), William Gourlay (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

Matthew Buie and David Starling (8:30) 

Josie Bishop and Skylar Neal (9:45) 

James Gourlay and Deems May (11:00) 


BIBLE CARRIERS 

David Buie (8:30), Claire Grimes (9:45), Morgan Weintraub (11:00) 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

TODAY AT MYERS PARK 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH… 
WELCOME! Happy new year to you and yours. We are thankful you are here, 

worshiping with us this morning. If you’re just getting to know us, we are a 

community that welcomes people from all walks of life. Check out the Guest 

Information bookcases in the narthex gathering space outside the Sanctuary or drop 

by the Welcome Center in the lobby of the Parish Life Building for resources so 

you can get to know us better. And new guests are invited to pick up a 

complimentary drink tumbler at the front desk, in the Sanctuary narthex and by the 

Jubilee Hall doors. 



DISCOVER MYERS PARK Want to learn more about our church family and 

how to get involved? Our Discover Myers Park class shares about the life of the 

church. Discover Myers Park meets next at 10:45 a.m. Sunday, January 17, in the 

lobby of Parish Life Building for coffee, fellowship and conversation. You don’t 

need to sign up in advance, just come and join us. Reach Rev. Parker Haynes at 

parker@mpumc.org to learn more. 

 

WELCOME, CHILDREN Bright blue bags with fun activities for your children 

are at the Sanctuary entrances. Please return them after worship. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION THIS MORNING Holy Communion is celebrated each 

Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the memorial chapel behind the Sanctuary except when it is 

given in worship services. 

 

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY If you have not done so, please fill out your 

Estimate of Giving card for Thy Kingdom Come, the campaign to support the work 

of the church in world in 2016. You can also make an estimate of giving to the 

church at www.mpumc.org. The campaign offers you the opportunity to give to 

Jubilee Plus!, devoted to local and world outreach and scholarships. Cards can be 

mailed to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207, placed in the Sunday offering 

plate or dropped off in the basket at the front desk in the Parish Life lobby. Also, 

we encourage you to meet the financial commitment you made to the church for 

2015. 

 

CHURCH APP The Myers Park United Methodist Church mobile app is available 

for download. You’ll find the latest sermons from Dr. Howell and our pastoral 

staff, live streaming worship services and other resources to help you stay 

connected online and in real life. To download, search for Myers Park Methodist in 

the App Store for iPhone/iPad, Google Play for Android or the Window Phone 

Marketplace. 

 

CONNECT ON SOCIAL MEDIA Connect with Myers Park United Methodist 

Church throughout the week by joining our new Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/myersparkumc and following us on Twitter at 

www.twitter.com/myersparkumc and on Instagram at 

www.instagram.com/myersparkumc. Miss a sermon or want to share a Sunday 

message you especially enjoyed? Subscribe to our Podcast, Myers Park UMC 

Sermons, available for free on iTunes. Subscribe to our YouTube channel, 

www.YouTube.com/MyersParkMethodist.  
 

 

mailto:parker@mpumc.org
http://www.mpumc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/myersparkumc
http://www.twitter.com/myersparkumc
http://www.instagram.com/myersparkumc
http://www.youtube.com/MyersParkMethodist


WE ARE THE BODY OF CHRIST… 
 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP Rev. Bill Roth and Parish Nurse Susan Mobley will 

lead a support group for those dealing with the loss of a loved one, meeting the 

first Monday of each month starting January 4 from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. in Room 110 

of the Parish Life Building. Details: Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or 

crivera@mpumc.org. 

H.O.T. WEDNESDAY H.O.T. Wednesday is back, offering a weekly meal and 

fellowship from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. each Wednesday in Jubilee Hall. This week’s 

menu: Grilled chicken breast, scalloped potatoes, green beans, corn muffins, salad, 

desserts and ice cream. Weekly menus are at www.mpumc.org. Make reservations 

at HotWednesday@mpumc.org or call 704-376-5520 (option two) by noon each 

Tuesday. Adults are $7, children up to age 12 are $5 with the purchase of an adult 

meal, and PBJ’s are free with the purchase of an adult meal. The Goodness 

Gracious! gift shop in the Parish Life lobby is open until 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

when H.O.T. Wednesday meets. 

YOUNG ADULTS NEWS Join the Young Adults book study at 7:00 p.m. 

Sundays for eight weeks starting January 10 in Room 108 of the Parish Life 

Building, exploring Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle. Also, all young adults 

are invited to enjoy lunch together after the 11:00 a.m. service Sunday, January 17, 

at Hubee D’s, 815 Providence Road, a quick walk from church. Details: Ryan 

Blalock at 704-295-4821 or RyanB@mpumc.org. 

FOCUS ON HEALTH A six-week course focusing on the importance of faith, 

food, fitness, focus and friends is coming to our church. The Daniel Plan will be 

offered Mondays from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. starting January 25 in Room 110 of the 

Parish Life Building. Parish Nurse Susan Mobley and church member and health 

coach Shelley Butler will teach the course, based on pastor Rick Warren’s book 

and related program. The Daniel Plan is a healthy lifestyle program based on 

biblical principles. The class is limited to 17. To sign up or learn more, reach 

Carmen Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

EXPLORING RACE We’ll share details in the weeks to come, but mark this on 

your calendar: UNC Charlotte professor and author Shannon Sullivan will share 

about her book – Good White People: The Problem With Middle-Class White Anti-

Racism – at 7:00 p.m. Monday, February 1, in Jubilee Hall. It’s part of a growing 

conversation at our church about race and what we can do to bridge the divide in 

Charlotte and beyond. 
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MARRIAGE WORKSHOP Rev. Bill Roth and counselor Bronah Livingston will 

lead a Marriage Matters workshop from 9:00 a.m. to noon Saturday, February 20, 

in Room 108 of the Parish Life Building. The seminar meets the premarital 

counseling requirements for those getting married here. The seminar will explore 

Dr. John Gottman’s book, The Seven Principles for Making Marriage Work. It’s 

free for those getting married at the church, $30 per couple for others, payable the 

day of the workshop by cash or check. To register by February 18, contact Carmen 

Rivera at 704-295-4818 or crivera@mpumc.org. 

STEP, JUMP, LEAP The congregation’s input to reignite church efforts in five 

areas is welcome: Grow In Faith, Radical Hospitality, Community Building And 

Partnerships, Education, and Affordable Housing. The project is called Step, Jump, 

Leap. To share an idea or ask a question, reach church member Dave Lank at 704-

909-8152. 

 

GROWING IN FAITH… 

 

POPE FRANCIS, ST. FRANCIS, BEING CHRISTLIKE 

Dr. Howell will explore Pope Francis, St. Francis And How To Be Christlike at 

7:00 p.m. Tuesday, January 5, in Jubilee Hall. Our Senior Pastor explains: “We 

will look at the extraordinary ministry of our new, beloved Pope, the surprising and 

lovely life of St. Francis in the 13th Century, and how we understand what it means 

to live like Jesus lived.” 

 

MARY CIRCLE Mary Circle invites all women to hear Katherine Horne, CEO of 

Discovery Place, speak about the new Nature Museum addition at 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 6, in Room 104 of the Parish Life Building. 

THE BASICS OF CHRISTIANITY Foundation classes will be held weekly 

from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Sunday, January 10, through February 21, exploring the 

basics of the Bible, church history, theology and Christian practices. Clergy will 

rotate teaching through the six weeks of lessons. Learn more and sign up at 

www.mpumc.org/smallgroups. 

BEING JESUS’ CHURCH Queens University of Charlotte religion professor Dr. 

Suzanne Henderson will present Being Jesus’ Church In 2016: What Mark Shows 

Us About Christian Community at 7:00 p.m. Monday, January 11 and 25, in Room 

108 of the Parish Life Building. What is the kingdom of God and why does it 

matter? Why did Jesus die, and what did his death save us from? Join us as she 

considers all that and more. 
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ADULTS PLUS! The ministry to ages 55 and over welcomes all to its next 

program: Potter Terance Painter will share Called By The Potter at 10:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 20, in Jubilee Hall. He’ll share a live pottery demonstration as 

a metaphor for God’s creation of each of us as unique individuals. Lunch follows 

at noon. He’ll have pottery for sale. For reservations by noon January 19, call 704-

376-5520 (option two) or cmull@mpumc.org. 

RETREAT TO EXPLORE ‘HOW SHALL WE LIVE?’ Sign up now for a 

retreat August 17-19, 2016, at Caraway Conference Center in Asheboro led by 

Rev. Bill Roth. Designed for adults ages 55 to 75, the gathering is inspired by 

Wayne Muller’s book, How, Then, Shall We Live? Four Simple Questions That 

Reveal the Beauty and Meaning of Our Lives. Cost ranges from $175 to $200. 

Learn more, and sign up, at www.mpumc.org/adults. 

 

SERVING OTHERS… 

#LIVE DIFFERENTLY What does it mean to #livedifferently? Check out the 

web to learn more about this missions theme and how we plan to define ourselves 

as a community in service. Join us as we discover opportunities to serve and live 

differently in 2016. 

DONATE A LAPTOP Did you get a new laptop for Christmas? Please donate 

your gently used laptop to a ministry that teaches kids how to use computers. Any 

brand from the last five years is welcome. Drop them off at the Missions Office in 

the Parish Life Building during weekday church hours through January 31. Details: 

Ryan Blalock at 704-295-4821 or ryanb@mpumc.org. 

GIVE BLOOD Mark your calendars. Our next blood drive will be from 7:30 a.m. 

to noon Sunday, February 14, in the Youth Building gym. No appointments are 

needed, but you can sign up in advance from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. Sunday, January 

24 and 31 and February 7 in the Parish Life lobby. 

ROOM IN THE INN Each Thursday and Friday night through March, our church 

opens its doors to provide warm meals, beds and fellowship for homeless 

neighbors. There are many opportunities for individuals, families and groups to 

participate, including driving the van, preparing and serving meals and staying 

overnight. Reach church member Greg Wells at 704-609-4036 or 

greg@willisengineers.com. 
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Myers Park United Methodist Church Mission Statement: 

We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 


